
            

 

Feast of the Assumption of Mary 

Cycle B, 8.15.21 

Revelation 11:19;12:1-6,10/                    
1Corinthians 15:20-26/Luke 1:39-56 

SURVIVING STRUGGLES… ESCAPING DISASTER 

Film and television producers know 
precisely how to sustain audience interest 
in an adventure movie -- they capitalize on 
the suspense of the narrow escape. One of 
the best examples is the Indiana Jones 
adventure series, which play frequently on 
reruns. In the film Indiana Jones and the 
Last Crusade, there’s a gripping scene of 
near disaster. Intrepid explorer Indy and the 
beautiful-but-evil Elsa Schneider have at 
last found the Holy Grail -- a vaselike object 
they have gone through all sorts of difficulty 
to find. But no sooner does Elsa hold the 
Grail in her hand than an earthquake causes 
the ground beneath her to tremble and split 
apart. Suddenly she finds herself dangling 
dangerously above a deep chasm. All that 
saves her is Indiana Jones desperately 
holding on to her arms. 
 The Grail has slipped out of her hand 
and landed on a rock ledge just out of her 
reach. Elsa stretches her free arm in an 
effort to retrieve it. Indy warns her that his 
grip is weakening. “Give me your other 
hand!” Elsa ignores him. Only the Grail has 
her attention. “I can reach it,” she insists. 
But as she reaches out one more time, she 
slips from Indy’s grasp and falls to her 
death. Yet when, only seconds later, Indiana 
too finds himself dangling above the abyss, 
he forgets everything he knows and tries to 
grab it. This time, it’s Indy’s father hanging 
desperately on to one arm while Indy 
reaches with the other. “I can’t hold you,” 
says the elder Jones. “Give me your other 
hand.”   

“I can reach it,” says Indy. He’s 
thinking only of how badly he wants that 
Grail, even though just minutes before he 

was pleading with the foolish Elsa just as his 
father now pleads with him. Luckily for 
Indiana Jones -- and for the fans watching -- 
he comes to his senses before he too drops 
into the deep. He escapes the almost 
inevitable peril that faced him. 

 
 Why is it that we thrive on watching 
terror abound in a movie, but we flinch 
from it when it touches our personal lives? 
Our adrenalin flows as the climax of a 
frightening scene during a TV movie has us 
sitting on the edge of the couch. Yet our 
real-life challenges and daily disasters 
paralyze us with fear. During the moments 
of struggle our first question is usually: 
“Where can I run?” “How can I escape?” 
“How do I get out of this mess?” In our own 
search for happiness and the Holy Grail, so 
many terrors face us each day. Some of us 
find ourselves imprisoned in a messy past 
with haunting memories that hold on to our 
mind like the tentacles of an octopus. 
Sometimes we create impossible standards 
for ourselves and then feel all the worse 
when we cannot live up to them. 
 For others the problem of human 
suffering in a broader sense – like the 
disaster of an earthquake in Haiti or raging 
fires in our own state or the Taliban 
takeover of Kabul, with the Afghani 
president fleeing his own country this very 
day -- affects us deeply. The violence in our 
cities uncovers the anger, alienation and 
hopelessness that mar any possibility of 
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widespread harmony and human solidarity. 
Workaholism has become the “drug of 
choice” for many as we bury ourselves 
under more and more responsibilities -- 
preoccupied with achievement and 
neglectful of leisure time. Our lives become 
swamped by all the planned and calculated 
activities that crowd our schedules and 
choke our freedom, as we give way to the 
tyranny of work and accomplishment. And 
we each have our own personal struggles 
with the loss of a loved one or a health or 
family problem. These terrors that surround 
us are not as gripping perhaps as Indiana 
Jones dangling over a hole filled with 
scorpions and snakes. Nonetheless, they are 
real and call forth a courageous response. 
 The Word of God from the Book of 
Revelation presents us today with another 
picture of danger and narrow escape. 
Listen again to the author’s gripping 
description: Then the dragon stood before 
the woman about to give birth, ready to 
devour her child when it should be born. She 
gave birth to a son -- a boy who is destined 
to shepherd all the nations. Her child was 
snatched up to God. The woman herself fled 
into the desert, where a special place had 
been prepared for her by God.....  

 
For centuries the Church has found in this 
striking passage metaphor and symbol to 
reflect eternal truths. Written during a time 
of great persecution, the author reflects the 
sharp contrasts which the early church 
experienced during persecution and its 
struggle to survive: light and darkness, life 

and death, earth and heaven. Here we see 
the triumph of heaven over the powers of 
earth. The flaming red dragon, with its 
seven heads and ten horns, represents any 
power working against the proclamation of 
the gospel in any age. Despite its strength, 
the dragon is powerless against heaven. The 
woman “clothed with the sun” is Israel, 
triumphant in the fulfillment of God’s 
promises; and she is the Church through 
which the reign of God is most vividly 
expressed; and, especially on this feast of 
Mary’s assumption, she is the mother of 
the Messiah, the One who fulfills all God’s 
promises. For Mary, a special place is 
prepared. 
 The drama of the battle between 
good and evil pictured for us in the Book of 
Revelation -- the woman and the dragon 
and the rescued child -- is played out in our 
lives in untold ways as you and I face the 
difficulties that confront us. This feast day 
of Mary offers us three ways to share in the 
victory over the dragon, three ways to win 
the battle and capture the Holy Grail, three 
ways to overcome life’s difficulties.  In the 
face of our own struggles, you and I need, 
like Mary, to first…  
• look to our inner self: As Mary set out in 
haste into the hill country of Judah, she 
carried within her womb the Christ-child. 
Through baptism you’ve been given to bear 
within your own heart the living presence of 
the Lord. This divine presence within 
provides you and me with power which 
allows us to overcome difficulty, to 
cooperate with the saving grace of God and 
to stand firm in the face of difficulty.  
 Secondly, like Mary, we can escape 
difficulty when we… 
• look to our neighbor in need: In her own 
pregnancy, Mary looked beyond personal 
concerns, headed up the hill and went to be 
with her cousin Elizabeth in her time of 
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need. How often the problems I face grow 
large because they are just that -- my 
problems. When I open my eyes wide 
enough to see the common struggles that 
others face, my problems can take on a 
more manageable size. By reaching out to 
others who suffer or who are feeling lonely 
or afraid, or who are sick and in pain, my 
perspective on the world finds a balance 
and I move beyond the confining walls of 
my own concerns to enter the sadness or 
joy of another.  

 
 Finally, we are victorious over 
struggles when, like Mary, we… 
• look to God who saves us: Mary knew 
who she was; she was aware of her position 
in life and in the world. She knew her 
lowliness. But she said: God has looked 
upon his servant in her lowliness... and God 
who is mighty has done great things for me. 
United with God in prayer, we can 
experience the great things that God will do 
for us. Our vision will become focused, our 
understanding will be clearer, and our sense 
of priorities will be realigned. What we see 
as being impossible, left to our own 
resources, will suddenly, with God’s grace, 
become not only possible, but very real as it 
was for Mary, our model and inspiration. 

John Kasper, OSFS 

 

Salve Regina 

 
Hail, holy Queen, Mother of Mercy! 

Our life, our sweetness, and our hope! 
To you do we cry, poor banished children of Eve, 

to you do we send up our sighs, 
mourning and weeping in this valley of tears. 

Turn, then, most gracious advocate, 
your eyes of mercy toward us; 

and after this our exile, show unto us 
the blessed fruit of your womb Jesus; 

O clement, O loving, O sweet virgin Mary. 
Pray for us, O holy Mother of God, 

that we may be made worthy 
of the promises of Christ. Amen. 


