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26th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Cycle B, 9.26.21 
Numbers 11:25-29/James 5:1-6/                          

Mark 9:38-43,45,47-48 

A CULTURE OF ENCOUNTER –                       
THE WAY OF JESUS 

Today’s readings give hope to 
everyone who is not part of the “club,” the 
elite, the 1% or the privileged. These 
readings are for the “Eldads and Medads, 
the loners and the losers, the 
disenfranchised, the poor, the women who 
have been silenced or ignored, and those 
who have no money to invest in the stock 
market; in other words, the very ones Jesus 
invites to follow him. In Jesus’ world of the 
Reign of God everyone who is open and 
touched by the Spirit belongs. Our Church 
today is facing a crisis. One of the sources of 
this crisis, as identified by Pope Francis and 
many others, both inside and outside the 
church, is “clericalism.” And there’s a 
parallel crisis in society today. The source of 
this crisis is often named “patriarchy,” but 
Jesus refers to it as the “empire” or the 
“kingdom of this world.” 

 
There are many words to use in 

describing the crisis. Imperialism or 
patriarchy or clericalism means to belong to 
or to see oneself as belonging to an 
exclusive club. The club membership is very 
limited – it could be the extremely wealthy, 
or whites only, or all-male. Often times, the 
club is closed and secretive. It operates 

from the top down. It’s a system of 
privilege, deference and power. Members 
of this power elite cling to the rungs of the 
hierarchical ladder. They have a monopoly 
on information and access to others with 
power. They have to maintain their status 
at all costs, because the system thrives on 
power. There’s accountability, but only 
upwards, never downwards. The ordinary 
folk don’t have to be consulted and seldom 
are. In this system there’s little time for 
dialogue or debate. And anyone who talks 
about reform or change is labeled as 
dangerous or a dreamer. 

The Word of God today calls us to 
confront the powers of elitism. And the first 
place that needs to happen for us as 
Catholics is in the Church itself. If you’ve 
followed any of the Catholic news lately 
you’ve heard about Pope Francis’ call for 
synodality, and you’ve read or heard about 
the tensions even among the bishops 
themselves about how to address it. A 
couple years ago, the former U.S. papal 
nuncio in his resistance to the Holy Father 
had gone as far as to suggest that Pope 
Francis himself should resign. It was an 
impertinent move on that archbishop’s 
part, but Pope Francis has held firm to his 
conviction that the Church must find new 
ways of being in the world today – a 
simpler, more authentic and less 
hierarchical church.  

 
  When he came to the United States 
several years ago, Pope Francis said to the 
American bishops: The path ahead is 
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dialogue among yourselves, dialogue in 
your presbyterates, dialogue with lay 
persons, dialogue with families, dialogue 
with society. I cannot ever tire of 
encouraging you to dialogue fearlessly. Do 
not be afraid to set out on that “exodus” 
which is necessary for all authentic 
dialogue.  Otherwise, we fail to understand 
the thinking of others…  We’ve frequently 
heard Church authorities denouncing the 
“culture of death,” listing all the failures 
that we as human beings experience and 
cause. Pope Francis offers a radically 
different perspective as he invites us into a 
“culture of encounter.” Over and over that 
word “encounter” fills his homilies and 
presentations. He reminds us that Jesus 
urged his disciples: Go out, again and again, 
go out without fear, go out without 
hesitation. Go out and proclaim this joy 
which is for all the people. A desire for 
encounter would be the beginning of 
humble and honest dialogue. It would be 
“stepping out of ourselves” and entering 
into the lives of others without judgement 
or fear. 

Today’s scripture offers us some 
keen insight into the things that keep us 
from encountering others. Joshua, Moses’ 
sidekick and aide is furious because it 
seems that these two guys, Eldad and 
Medad, stepped outside the tent for some 
fresh air just as the Lord came down and 
zapped the prophets with his Spirit; yet, the 
two outside the tent got the Spirit anyway, 
just like the others. In the gospel, John, 
likewise, is furious because somebody who 
hadn’t paid membership dues to the “in-
crowd” was doing the same things the 
members were doing and casting out 
demons. “Make him stop, Lord,” was John’s 
plea to Jesus. Like Joshua and John there 
are many who think they have a monopoly 
on God. Our scipture characters were 

jealously guarding their power as prophets 
and healers, much to the chagrin of Moses 
and Jesus. In the process they narrowed 
their vision and failed to acknoweldge the 
good that was being done. 

 
Pope Francis has decided the next 

world Synod of Bishops at the Vatican, 
which will take place a year from now, in 
October 2022, will have the theme: "For a 
Synodal church: Communion, Participation 
and Mission." The word S-Y-N-O-D means a 
gathering or an assembly. Synodality 
basically means “walking together.” The 
grace of baptism makes each of you part of 
the body of the church and, therefore, 
responsible for its life and mission. In a 
hierarchical church, that shared 
responsibility calls for regular, serious and 
structural forums for listening to all 
members of the church. In our own 
community here at St. Perpetua, we need 
to take Pope Francis’ invitation seriously. I 
see two critical opportunities. The first is 
our participation in an initiative which the 
Diocese of Oakland is undertaking called 
M.A.P. - Mission Alignment Process*. In the 
coming months all parishes will participate 
in assisting the Bishop to assess the health 
of each parish: finances, Mass attendance, 
utilization of resources and demographics. 
Who is the parish serving and how well?  
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How can we improve our efforts to spread 
the Gospel? The tool to help in gathering 
this information is a survey that each of 
you, sixteen years and older, will be asked 
to fill out starting in mid-October. The 
survey will be online, but hard copies for 
those who don’t use computers will be 
made available. It will also available in 
several languages. The data gathered 
through the survey will assist the Diocese, 
as well as individual parishes, in better 
aligning and utilizing our resources. I’ve 
asked Dr. Elizabeth Berkes, a member of 
our Faith Formation staff, to be our parish 
point person in this effort. 

The second critical opportunity to 
respond to Pope Francis’ invitation to 
Synodality is our need at St. Perpetua to re-
establish a parish Pastoral Council. 

 
Each parish is mandated by canon law to 
have a representative body of baptized 
members to advise the pastor in providing 
for the needs of the local faith community. 
Our last Pastoral Council was instrumental 
in facilitating the writing of a Pastoral Plan 

which has guided our efforts and decisions 
since 2007*. That plan was the result of a 
very wide parish survey in which you 
provided valuable data resulting in much 
growth, especially in the physical 
improvements of our facilities, including our 
beautiful Community Center. After that 
Council disbanded because of transitions in 
the member’s lives, I’ve depended on the 
Finance Council, Capital Campaign 
Committees, and Parish Staff for guidance 
and support. It’s time for us to once again 
to gather a group of 7–10 parish members, 
committed to meet regularly and serve as 
an advisory Council -- assessing, reviewing 
and providing feedback for the ongoing 
mission of our St. Perpetua Community***. 
With the Mission Alignment initiative 
beginning, this is an ideal time for the 
convergence of both our local parish effort 
and the Diocesan plan as a response to 
Pope Francis’ call for greater dialogue and 
creating that “Culture of Encounter.” Our 
combined efforts will help us to be a 
missionary Church, spreading the gospel 
and sharing the Good News of Jesus with 
more and more people.  

 

John Kasper, OSFS 


