
         

2nd Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Cycle C, 1.16.22 
Isaiah 62:1-5/1 Corinthians 12:4-11/            

John 2:1-12 

BETTER TOGETHER THAN APART 

This past week I went East to spend 

five days with Frs. Jack Loughran, Dave 

Kenehan and Mike Newman -- three 

members of my religious congregation – the 

Oblates of St. Francis de Sales. Jack and 

Dave were here at St. Perpetua in June, 

helping out when I was recovering from foot 

and ankle surgery, and Mike has visited 

Lafayette in the past as well. The four of us 

form the Provincial Council leadership team 

of our community. After two and a half years 

of monthly meetings on Zoom, we 

determined we needed to meet in person. We 

met at a residence in Fort Myers Beach, 

Florida, just a block from the Gulf of Mexico. 

While most of our time was spent indoors in 

meetings, we took time to walk the sunny, 

white-sand beach and enjoy some Atlantic 

Ocean seafood, as well as the 80-degree 

temperatures. So, it was a little bit of a mini-

vacation along with a full meeting agenda.  

 
Not unlike your own family vacations 

or traveling with friends, you know the 

different roles that must be carried out. First, 

there’s the planner. This is the person who 

has the entire trip planned out: the person 

who knows the departure and arrival time for 

each member,  the airline they are on, where 

the rental car is,  the map apps on their phone 

to get the group to the hotel or wherever 

you’re staying. He or she has picked out all 

the restaurants you’re going to enjoy and all 

this before you’ve even arrived. 

Then there’s the taskmaster. This is 

the person who, even on vacation,  needs an 

agenda and hates to be bored; who has to do 

stuff everyday and can guilt others (who just 

want to lie on the beach) into doing those 

things. There’s the fun guy. The one who 

brings all the games (and makes you play 

them whether you want to or not – Five 

Crowns is not that difficult to learn).  

 
He starts the party and keeps the party going 

long after most everyone else has gone to 

bed. There’s the technology guru: who 

brought an iPad, laptop, e-reader, and 

portable lithium battery to make sure no one 

runs out of power. He can solve all 

technology problems related to hooking up to 

the wifi, fixing the issues you’ve had on your 

phone (because you don’t know what you’re 

doing) and use the Cloud… and expects you 

to use these features whether you know how 

or want to. 

And finally the recorder.  The one 

who is always taking pictures…documents 

the whole trip so that the entire world can see 

what you did over the past few days. Now I 

won’t tell you which guy filled what role on 

our trip last week, but you can probably guess 

which one I faithfully carried out. 
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Honestly, the trip was a great time. It 

was well planned, we accomplished the tasks 

we set for ourselves, enjoyed some free time 

each day, had fun and played some great 

games, all of our iPhones and iPads worked 

fine and, yes, a YouTube video is currently 

being made to share with our brother Oblates. 

It was productive and ‘recreational’ in the 

true meaning of the word: “re-creation,” a 

moment to step back, rest, and allow oneself 

to be renewed – physically, mentally, 

emotionally and spiritually before returning 

to reality. 

Think back to your last trip or 

vacation that went well. Why did it work? 

I’ll bet it was precisely because of all of our 

differences….which we could also call our 

gifts. Each of us had something different to 

offer,. We could do together what each of us 

separately could not. It was all of us together 

that made the trip so enjoyable and 

memorable. 

 
When St. Paul talks about ‘gifts’ in 

the second reading, this is what he is talking 

about. The word ‘gift’ is the Greek word 

charismata. Charismata is a gift that comes 

to us from outside of ourselves — something 

given to us by God.  And that truly is what 

our gifts are.  Even if we develop them 

throughout our lives, our gifts — our natural 

human tendencies and capabilities -- are 

God’s gifts, God’s charismata to each of us. 

Think of what we mean when we speak of a 

charismatic individual. 

Second, St. Paul says that these gifts 

are ordered toward service, which in Greek is 

diaconía. Think of the word deacon, like 

Deacon Dan, ordained to serve, or think of 

Jesus at the Last Supper, kneeling to wash the 

feet of his disciples. Our gifts and talents are 

given us not just for ourselves. We use our 

gifts best when we share them with others. 

Finally, St. Paul says, these gifts are 

manifestations of God’s power - energēmata, 

think of the word energy. We are meant to be 

co-Creators with God and the Holy Spirit, 

bringing new life into our world through the 

dynamism and multitude of gift and grace 

entrusted to each of us by God.  

So what St. Paul is saying is that the 

Holy Spirit freely gives us these gifts. When 

we develop our gifts and use our gifts to help 

others, we are Living Jesus. The Savior, in his 

power, love, and grace  is walking the earth 

again in and through us. 

St. Francis de Sales, says it very 

simply.  Regarding the gifts God has given 

us, Francis says:  “Let us be who we are and 

be that perfectly well to give honor and glory 

to God, the master craftsman whose 

masterpiece we are.” In other words, do you 

want to be a disciple of Christ and a saint? 

Then, be yourself:  Be who you are and be 

that perfectly well,  because that’s where your 

holiness is found. Develop the gifts God has 

given you. Use them for others. And you will 

give honor and glory to God, the master 

craftsman, whose masterpiece you are. 

 
In 2021, Pope Francis invited the 

entire Church to enter into a spirit of 

togetherness and a sharing of gifts as 

reflected in St. Paul’s epistle today. This 

process is called “synodality” from a Greek 

word that can best be translated as “walking 

together.” The Holy Father has asked each 

diocese at the local level to gather parishes, 

schools and Catholic organizations to 

prayerfully discern and explore our 

relationship with our Church and with Jesus 

Christ. The essential question is: How can we 

better proclaim the message of Jesus Christ 
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in our world today? In the next few weeks 

here at St. Perpetua, we’ll plan for ways to 

bring parishioners together for open-ended 

listening sessions about your needs and 

concerns regarding our Catholic, Christian 

life and practices. 

We will address this and other questions: 

·  What can the Church do differently/better 

to help you live a Christian life?  

· How can the Church increase its relevancy 

in your life and your family’s life?  

· What are your main concerns about the 

Church and its future?  

· What do you suggest the Church do to 

address these concerns?  

· What would the Church of your hopes and 

dreams look like? 

 
I hope that many of you will participate in 

this process so that the voices of all members 

of the Church can be heard and affirmed. 

John Kasper, OSFS 

 


