
            

8th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
Cycle C, 2.27.22 

Sirach 27,4-7; 1 Corinthians 15,54-58;           
Luke 6,39-45 

HEART SPEAKS TO HEART…                             
COR AD COR LOQUITOR 

 Our passage today from the Old 
Testament, the Book of Sirach, is very brief, 
only four sentences. But it contains wisdom 
that all of us need to be aware of and put 
into practice everyday. One’s speech 
discloses the bent of one’s mind. Praise no 
one before he speaks, for it is then that 
people are tested. This biblical truth was on 
display for all the world to see in the past 
two weeks. Vladimir Putin scoffed as he said 
Russia had no intention of invading the 
Ukraine. With over 150,000 troops 
surrounding that country on three sides, his 
words were hollow and the world knew it. 

 
Now we are daily witnessing on 

television the consequences of his lie, as 
lives are being lost, homes destroyed and 
thousands of Ukrainian citizens fleeing their 
homeland as refugees to preserves their 
lives and their families. Again, Jesus’ words 
in the gospel proclaim universal truths: 
Every tree is known by its own fruit…. A 
good person out of the store of goodness in 
her heart produces good, but an evil person 
out of a store of evil produces evil; for from 
the fullness of the heart the mouth speaks. 
 

Our mouth and tongue, the capacity 
to speak, is one of the greatest gifts God 
has given human beings. Yet, when our 
speech is unbridled and our words 
unchecked, they can be used for the worst 
purposes. St. James in his epistle says: If 
anyone considers himself religious and does 
not keep a tight rein on his tongue, he 
deceives himself and his religion is 
worthless. Jesus put his finger on one of the 
most common ways we wrongly use our 
words. Rash or harsh judgement of others, 
that emotional response, felt or spoken 
without thinking, is something that we can 
all be guilty of at times. When we’re feeling 
attacked or getting defensive, we can 
assume the worst about another person. 
Our thinking is cloudy or shallow and our 
vision of what is true is incomplete. In his 
book the “Introduction to the Devout Life,” 
a manual for authentic Christian living, St. 
Francis de Sales writes about Rash 
Judgment (Part 3, #28).  
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The saint insists that we have to 
correct our rash judgments, and the causes 
are different for each person.  He suggests 
that some hearts are bitter and harsh by 
nature; everything turns bitter under their 
touch. Such as these should seek some wise 
spiritual guide, because this bitterness, 
being natural to them, is hard to conquer. 
St. Francis says this is more of a personality 
flaw than a sin, but still it’s very dangerous, 
because it gives rise to and fosters rash 
judgments and slander within the heart.  
Others, he suggests, are guilty of rash 
judgments less out of a bitter spirit than 
from pride, supposing that by disparaging 
others they make themselves look better. 
These are self-sufficient, presumptuous 
people, who think so highly of themselves 
that they despise everybody else as mean 
and worthless.  

 
Others take a little satisfaction in 

looking at what is wrong in others, in order 
to appreciate more fully what they believe 
to be their own superiority. It’s a subtle flaw 
which a person can’t easily recognize and 
needs to have it pointed out to him or her.  
St. Francis observes that there are some 
who seek to excuse and justify themselves 
to their own conscience, by assuming that 
others are guilty of the same faults. They 
think: “Everybody else is doing it or saying 
it, so it’s not so bad.” Others, again, give 

way to rash judgments merely because they 
just like to take people apart. St. Francis 
says: “If by ill luck they every now and then 
happen to be right, their presumption and 
love of criticism strengthens almost 
incurably.”  

So, what can help you and me to be less 
critical, less judgmental of others? 
especially in our emails and text messages, 
our Instagram world of viral videos and 
Snapchat comments about others?  Jesus’ 
command in today’s Gospel warns us: 
Remove the wooden beam from your own 
eye first; then you will see clearly to remove 
the splinter in someone else’s eye.  St. 
Francis de Sales puts it this way:  

Those who look carefully into their 
consciences are not very likely to pass 
rash judgments. Just as bees in misty or 
cloudy weather stay in their hives to 
prepare honey, so also the thoughts of 
good people do not go out in search of 
things concealed among the cloudy 
actions of our neighbors. To avoid 
meeting them, they retire into their own 
hearts and make good resolutions for 
their own amendment. It is the part of 
an unprofitable soul to amuse itself with 
examining the lives of other people. 
 
One of the challenges of our 

technological age is the truth that honest 
and open communication with another 
person or group of people ordinarily 
doesn’t happen online. That can only truly 
happen face-to-face where “heart speaks to 
heart.” This truth is at the heart of Pope 
Francis’ invitation to the Universal Church 
to enter into a process called “synodality” 
that we’ve been speaking about for several 
weeks now. The Holy Father, from the 
beginning of his papal ministry has sought 
to foster a “culture of encounter” where 
people meet one another as equals, as 
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brothers and sisters in the one human 
family.  Pope Francis said: A synodal church 
is a listening church, aware that listening is 
more than hearing. It is a reciprocal 
listening in which each one has something 
to learn.”  

 
To this end we have arranged for six 

listening sessions during March – Tuesday, 
March 8, Wednesday, March 16, and 
Thursday, March 24.  There will be two 
sessions each day, one at 10:00 am and one 
at 7:00 pm. You can attend either. They will 
be held online, but we’re asking everyone 
to have your zoom on live, not a name or 
just a photo on the screen so that we can 
see one another face to face. Think of it this 
way: What would you like to say to Pope 
Francis?  

The questions we’ll be asking are:  
• We have all experienced joys and 
obstacles in our life with the church.  What 
have been your joys? What have been your 
obstacles in your life with the church? Share 
a brief story that illustrates your 
experience.  
• How might the Holy Spirit be prompting 
you, and all the People of God to dream of a 
better future for the church?  What would 
that look like?  What special gifts can you 
bring? 
May the inspiration and example of St. 
Francis de Sales and Pope Francis inspire us 
to… 

 

Look at the world through the eyes of faith 
– believing that there is good in the world… 

Look at others with the eyes of hope – 
trusting that there is good 

in every human heart… 
Look at yourself through the eyes of love – 

finding Jesus dwelling in your heart 
and in the hearts of all you encounter. 

 
John Kasper, OSFS 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 


