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Ambassador 

 
- We see and hear the word 
“ambassador”, “diplomat” or “envoy” 
within the news 
- They are individuals who represent 
one country, one geographical area, one 
people to another 
- Countries from all over the world have 
ambassadors. In addition to the current 
crisis in Ukraine, they’ve also been 
instrumental in navigating the conflicts 
in strife-ridden and war-torn countries 
throughout the world. 
- They’re main goal is to bring peace, 
prosperity and security to all 
people. 
Yet we see now during these trying 
times that ambassadors aren’t 
able to bring peace, prosperity and 
security to all peoples, at all times, 
in all places. 
 
As Christians, we rely on our belief that 
God can bring peace, prosperity and 
security. Yet we haven’t experienced 
the fullness of this promise, though St. 
Paul shares in the second reading “In an 
acceptable time, I heard you. On the day 
of salvation, I helped you.” When, God?! 
The Psalmist even pleads: “My God, I 

call by day, but you do not answer, by 
night, but I have no relief.” (Psalm 22:3) 
 
How do we navigate this reality? 
We are called to be ambassadors of 
Christ, diplomats of peace, envoys of 
the reign of God which brings about a 
world which is at peace. We are 
encouraged during this season of Lent 
that we mark today on Ash Wednesday 
to develop our skills to be ambassadors 
for Christ and the reign of God. We have 
a roadmap the Gospel offers today: 
 
Prayer:

 
- Lent is a time to call us back to prayer 
- This opportunity to pray invites us to 
resist fear, cultivate trust, cultivate 
peace 
- Peace is not just a matter of foreign 
policy, for diplomats and politicians 
- Peace is a spiritual matter, requiring all 
people to be at peace internally who 
can be its ambassadors 
- In times of helplessness, St. Paul 
encourages us: “Pray without 
ceasing.” 



Fasting: 
- Fasting serves as a means to assist our 
prayer, fine-tuning our thoughts to see 
reality more clearly and to sense God 
more profoundly 
- It is always done together with prayer, 
for it creates spaces in our lives for God 
to fill. 

 
- Whatever we’re giving up or fasting 
from (sweets, social media, sodas) 
should always allow us to reflect on how 
we notice drawing closer to God 
because of this small sacrifice in order 
to be ambassadors of peace. 
 
- Pope Francis last week called on us to 
utilize today as a “Day of Fasting for 
Peace” in light of the world’s ongoing 
conflicts. He says: “Jesus taught us that 
the diabolical senselessness of violence 
is answered with God’s weapons, with 
prayer and fasting.” 
 
- And theologian Dominique Greiner 
shares: “We assume that fasting and 
prayer is all we have to oppose the 
deadly virtues of war. We have no other 
weapons than this unshielded ritual of 
prayer…People of prayer put their trust 
in God and believe in God’s disarming 
power.” 
 
Giving 
- St. Perpetua’s is already so generous in 
sharing its gifts with others who are less 
fortunate 

- We don’t give because we’re an NGO 
(non-governmental organization) or 
political body but rather out of the care, 
concern and solidarity we desire to have 
with those less fortunate than 
ourselves. 
- it’s not just about the act of giving 
money. It’s also about what we 
give and why we give. 
- This giving stemming from our desire 
to accompany others is what brings us 
closer to God and one another, for an 
ambassador of peace reconciles 
him/herself with God and each other, 
bringing themselves back “to God with 
all their heart.” 
 
Ashes 
- Often times ambassadors and 
diplomats have diplomas, credentials, 
and academic degrees which justify 
their positions of influence 
- However, we as Christians have one 
credential today: the two ashened lines 
on our forehead which mark to whom 
we belong and represent: Jesus. 
- Ashes remind ourselves of a unified 
reality, identity with all our brothers and 
sisters across the world, and the end for 
which we’re called. 

 
 



Friends, again we are called to be 
ambassadors of Christ, diplomats of 
peace, envoys of the reign of God which 
brings about a world which is at peace. 
This takes time. This takes patience. This 
takes trust in the slow work of God. 
 
Let us be mindful then that Lent is a 
season which reminds ourselves that 
prayer is about being united with God in 
the Lord’s often slow work. We enter 
into this Lenten season knowing that 
God’s ways are not our ways, trusting, 
hoping beyond hope that God listens 
and answers us in God’s way and timing. 
 
Let us also be inspired from the gospel 
to pray, fast and give in ways which 
bring attention not to ourselves but God 
through and within us. Our Lenten 
prayer, fasting and giving of ourselves 
are never for their own sake, but to 
direct us to what we celebrate at the 
end of this period of 40 days: sharing in 
the Resurrection of Christ, who makes 
all things new. 

 
“Return to me with your whole heart”  

to be ambassadors of Christ, 
ambassadors of peace, 

ambassadors of the reign of God. 
Dan Nevares, SJ 

 
 


