
            

Lent III 
Cycle C, 3.20.22 

Exodus 3:1-8,13-15/ 
1Corinthians 10:1-6, 10-12/Luke 13:1-9 

SECOND CHANCE TO PRODUCE 
A RICH HARVEST 

I must admit that I find today’s scripture 
readings very difficult to comprehend; they 
have such a negative and foreboding tone. 
Taken within the context of Lent, however, 
I hope I can make some sense out of them 
for myself and for you. I see these 
scriptures as calling us to an “attitude 
adjustment” – changing the way we 
perceive God, ourselves and others.  

First, our perception of God. When Moses 
encounters the voice of God in the burning 
bush he’s told to remove his sandals. Moses 
hides his face. He recognizes that he’s in the 
presence of the divine and he takes his 
rightful place -- humbly submitting to the 
One who is greater than himself. Against 
difficult odds he agrees to do what God bids 
him to do. How often I need to adjust my 
attitude toward God? This is God’s world, 
not mine. All the plans I make can be blown 
away like dust in the wind. When that 
happens it can make me upset or 
depressed... or it can remind me that life, 
ultimately, is in God’s hands, not mine. We 
admit that fact when we pray the Lord’s 
Prayer: “Thy kingdom come” -- not mine, 
“thy will be done” --  not mine. God is God 
and I’m not. Only when I keep that truth in 
mind and recognize that the ground I’m 
standing on is God’s holy ground will I be 

able to work in cooperation with God’s 
grace. 

The second attitude adjustment 
today’s scriptures provide is how we look at 
ourselves. The gospel reading for this 
Sunday gives us a very sobering message: 
we’re expected to produce. If we don’t, a 
harsh judgment will be leveled against us. 
We can’t say we haven’t been warned. 
Christ told his followers again and again in 
the gospels that we will be held 
accountable for our stewardship. “What 
have I done with the time allotted me? How 
have I used the talents and gifts the Holy 
Spirit has infused into my life? What good 
have we accomplished with the treasure 
God has helped us to attain?” We can’t say 
we haven’t been warned. The vineyard 
owner demands a response: Look here! For 
three years now I have come in search of 
fruit on this fig tree and found none. Cut it 
down. Why should it clutter up the ground? 

 
The harsh measure is tempered by the 
request of the vinedresser: Sir, leave it for 
another year while I hoe around it and 
manure it; then perhaps it will bear fruit. 

Hopefully we’re recommitting 
ourselves this Lent to a more eager and 
loving attitude as we go about our daily 
work – in the office, at school, within the 
house, throughout our corner of the world. 
Life doesn’t owe us a living. We owe life. St. 
Paul issued a stern warning to the 
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community at Corinth: Don’t grumble like 
some have in the past they were done in by 
the destroying angel. No one appreciates 
complainers. Those who complain and 
resist bring down everyone else. They add a 
sour note to the classroom or the 
boardroom. Complainers within the 
household make it difficult for the family to 
live in harmony. Complainers in a parish 
weaken the bonds of community. Those 
who complain about government or society 
seldom do anything to make a difference in 
this world.  Those who take a humble 
approach to their own lives try to do 
whatever they can to change the world for 
the better. Abraham Lincoln once said: Die 
where I may, I want it said of me that I 
plucked a weed and planted a flower 
wherever I thought a flower would grow. 
Those who stand in constant criticism 
seldom lift a finger to improve our human 
lot. There are two kinds of people in this 
world – those who take out more than they 
put in and those who put in more than they 
take out. Which will we be? 

Finally, the scriptures invite us to 
adjust our attitude toward others. The 
gospel mentions fragments of some ancient 
sorrows: “The Galileans whose blood Pilate 
mixed with their sacrifices... the eighteen 
who were killed by a falling tower in 
Siloam...” That’s all we know about those 
events. Did they have to do with an armed 
rebellion? Were they both incidents of 
Roman oppression? Was the tower that 
collapsed just a dreadful accident? It 
doesn’t matter. They’re named simply as 
sorrows, and in a few words we can hear 
echoes of unconsoled weeping and 
unrelieved horror. These words echo all 
sorrows which assault us today, most vividly 
for us now in the scenes of the horror that 
is taking place against the Ukrainian people 
by a deranged Russian leader. 

 
The way of Lent is not a way out of 

all this. The way of baptism, or of penance, 
which is a return to our baptism, is not a 
way of distinguishing ourselves from others, 
making ourselves less sinners and so less 
liable to God’s wrath. On the contrary, Lent 
is a way into standing with others. These 
suffering ones were not greater sinners, as 
Jesus insists in the gospel. Their lot is our 
lot. Jesus said, “You will all come to the 
same end.” To repent is to acknowledge our 
own need of life, to join with all those so 
desperately in need of life, and to wait for 
God. Lent helps us to adjust our attitude 
toward others because it opens our hearts 
to those who suffer, making us one with 
them. 

Our fasting and our almsgiving, our 
prayer for those in need, unites us with 
them. It reminds us that the cross is still a 
reality in our lives and in the lives of so 
many. Christ himself was made the barren, 
uprooted fig tree when he was crucified 
with all the crucified. He didn’t distinguish 
himself from those who suffer. In Christ, 
God “witnessed the affliction of his people 
and heard their cry.” We who witness the 
sufferings of others must place ourselves in 
solidarity with them, as the world is now 
with the people of the Ukraine. Lenten 
sacrifices must spring from the depth of our 
freedom and for the purpose of love. 
Otherwise, they can be symbolic gestures 
without real interior meaning. The reform 
the gospel calls us to is breaking down our 
hardened hearts and making them open 
and receptive to others. 
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Jesus doesn’t call us out of our 
homes, our families, our responsibilities. He 
calls us back into them, but with a new 
intensity and deeper commitment and 
vitality – with attitudes toward God, 
ourselves and our neighbor that are 
corrected through love. The challenge of 
discipleship is great, but the rewards are 
great too. You and I can be assured that our 
commitment to Christ will not go 
unrewarded. We will receive the power to 
triumph over sin and darkness, the energy 
to live a new life with Christ, and the joy of 
knowing that people will see goodness in 
our deeds and give praise to our God in 
heaven. 

 
John Kasper, OSFS 


