
            

 

 

EASTER - 2022 

On this Feast of Easter, as we gather more 
publicly than we’ve been able to for over two 
years, I can’t ignore the elephant in the 
room, can I? (Those of you on livestream 
can’t see the elephant, so you’ll have to 
come to church sometime soon to 
experience it for yourself.) Based on words 
and images from the Book of Daniel and 
Psalm 148, It was a real “rush to 
resurrection” to have our new stained-glass 
windows installed in time for the Triduum 
and Easter Sunday. The windows’ creator is 
Mr. Mickey Abbey of Custom Glassworks in 
Sacramento. With the collaboration of 
liturgical design consultants Marirose of 
Sacramento and Fr. Ron Schmit, pastor of St. 
Anne’s Church in Byron, my simple 
suggestion of “Creation,” as a possible 
theme for a project long overdue for our 
worship space, became a work of art and a 
labor of love beyond my expectations and 
imagination. 

 
For several years various 

parishioners have inquired about and urged 
me to consider stained glass windows for our 
worship space.  While it has been their desire 
and mine to enhance our church with the 
beauty and inspiration that stained glass 
offers, there were many other projects and 
building improvements that required our 
attention and our funds. Thanks to a 

generous donor we are able to make this 
dream become a reality, complementing the 
many other wonderful improvements that 
you have supported over the years. Our 
simple 1950s church structure warranted 
something contemporary that would speak 
to our world and   your children’s future, but 
also timeless in its expression, biblical in its 
conception, appropriate in its setting and 
inspirational to anyone who gazes upon 
them. I believe our artist and designers have 
fulfilled all those requirements. 

Our Easter Vigil service last night 
began the story of our salvation with the first 
act of God on our behalf in the first chapter 
of the Book of Genesis. God created the 
heavens and the earth, all vegetation, all 
creatures of the earth, great and small – and 
finally, the crown of all Creation – 
humankind, you and me. As we look at our 
new creation story in color and glass, we can 
say what God said when God looked at his 
finished product: It is very good! St. 
Augustine reached the pinnacle of rhapsody 
when he affirmed that the world of nature is, 
quite simply, a miracle. In the 5th century he 
wrote: For who is there that considers the 
works of God, whereby this whole world is 
governed and regulated, who is not 
overwhelmed with miracles? If we consider 
the vigorous power of a single grain of any 
seed whatever, it is a mighty thing, it inspires 
us with awe. 

My hope is that you will be inspired 
with awe each time you enter this church, 
recognizing that you share in God’s great 
enterprise; you are part of a new creation 
and you are being renewed as you hear 
God’s Word and share in the Eucharist, and 
form the Body of Christ in this time and 
place. However, God’s creation is never-
ending and he has called us be co-creators 
with Him. We each need to do our part so 
that God’s dream for us and for our world, 
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becomes – like these windows – a dream 
come true. We saw the worst our world can 
do to the truly sacred on Good Friday in the 
passion and death of Our Lord. We see how 
we can exploit our planet and treat our 
earthly home with carelessness, 
manipulating it for our own selfish means. 
We are witnessing how the lust for power 
and domination exploits the weak and 
vulnerable.  Our hearts break each time we 
see another bombed and burned out 
building in a Ukrainian city, massive graves of 
victims and worst of all, millions fleeing their 
homeland, half of whom are children. The 
hearts of many in our community, especially 
our teens, have been broken over the recent 
loss of young peers – classmates and friends 
-- including 16-year-old high school junior, 
Natalie, from our own parish community. 

These losses beg all of us, young and 
old, to regain our respect for life in all its 
stages, in all its ages, and to pledge ourselves 
anew be united with Christ’s death and 
resurrection in a new creation grounded in 
love.  Our Easter celebration is a drama of 
awakening to the hope that is inherent in 
everything and everyone, not only because 
of creation but because of the New Creation 
that comes with Jesus' death and 
resurrection --- a new creation grounded in 
and newly focused on a love that is eternal, 
unshakeable, and certainly unbreakable -- 
taking even sin and death into itself and 
bringing new life out of these. Christians are 
meant to be those who consciously know 
and shape their lives in light of this 
awakening to hope. They witness to it and 
help further it everywhere they go, with and 
for everyone they touch. This is the pledge 
which Peter Lindquist and Hallie Alvey made 
as they approached the waters of baptism at 
the Easter Vigil. This is the pledge which 
Olivia Coffman and Crystal D’Amato 
renewed as they were confirmed and 

brought into full communion with the 
Church. 

In 2015 Pope Francis issued his 
encyclical Laudato Si’ (On Care for our 
Common Home) which has been hailed as a 
clarion call to all people of the world to take 
swift and unified global action to preserve 
the earth.  Pope Francis asks us to 
acknowledge the urgency of our 
environmental challenges and to see the 
face of God in all creation. 

 
He wrote: The entire material universe 
speaks of God’s love, his boundless affection 
for us. Soil, water, mountains: everything is, 
as it were, a caress of God.” Our windows 
with the rich hues of sky blue at the top, 
dotted with jeweled stars and heavenly 
bodies, take us to the outer limits of the 
universe –  our earth a whirling orbit around 
one unremarkable star, among the billions 
that speed around the black-hole center of 
our galaxy, a galaxy that floats in deep space 
with billions of others, all of them colliding 
and combining, before they fly apart from 
each other for all eternity.  
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How can the human mind begin to 
comprehend the vastness of the cosmos? 

Then, our windows, with the rich 
earth tones at the bottom of each panel, 
ground us in the reality of this place where 
we live, the good earth we call home. Here it 
is where we spend our days and our years  
and where we daily discover the Risen Christ.   

 
Like the women who went to the tomb to 
find Jesus, we come to him with our 
struggles and losses, traumas and 
disappointments,  as well as with our joys 
and achievements, our dreams and our 
hopes. At the tomb they heard the 
declaration: He is not here; he has been 
raised. The surprising change that the Spirit 
of the risen Christ brought into the disciples’ 
lives led to the thought that this world was 
starting over again, this time on a better 

footing. We can hear the excitement in St. 
Paul’s words to the Corinthians: If anyone is 
in Christ, he or she is a new creation; 
everything old has passed away; see, 
everything has become new. 

 
In Psalm 8 the poet takes us to the 

highest heights, even as he glorifies our 
identity here below. The psalmist writes:  I 
look up at your macro-skies, dark and 
enormous, your handmade sky-jewelry, 
Moon and stars mounted in their settings. 
Then I look at my micro-self and wonder, 
Why do you bother with us? Why take a 
second look our way? Yet we've so narrowly 
missed being gods bright with the light of 
Eden's dawn.  The First Letter of St. John 
asserts our true identity even more boldly: 
Children of God: that's exactly who we are. 
And that's only the beginning. Who knows 
how we'll end up! What we know is that 
when Christ is openly revealed, we'll see 
him—and in seeing him, become like him. 

I want so much for myself and for all 
of us to let the limitations of this life and all 
its struggles be overcome by the bright 
promise of Resurrection. We place so many 
limits upon God in our lives. Our experience 
of the Divine becomes static and 
predictable, our relationship with God small 
and confined. The new territory, the 
unknown terrain to which the Spirit of God is 
always luring us, driving us, makes for an 
uncomfortable journey. We have to realign 
our life coordinates, and there’s discomfort 
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and uncertainty in the process. But there’s 
also excitement and adventure. May the 
path of this new Creation marked out for us 
by the Risen Lord be the journey you are 
willing to pursue each day. May the beauty 
of our new windows inspire in you a vision of 
a new heavens and a new earth where God 
becomes all in all, and where peace and 
harmony abound. 

 
John Kasper, OSFS 


