
            

 

Easter V 
Cycle C, 5.15.22 

Acts 14:21-27; Revelation 21:1-5;                          
John 13:31-33,34-35 

PUT ASIDE ALL ANXIOUS THOUGHTS           
AND IMAGINATIONS 

I don’t like to talk about myself when I 
preach. And I don’t care for preachers who 
do. I understand that the Word of God, if it 
hasn’t somehow washed through the 
preacher in a very personal way, renders the 
preacher’s words empty and devoid of 
authenticity.  

 
Like many of you, there are times when the 
scriptures move me to tears and touch that 
deep part in my soul. I understand, too, that 
now and then, a personal example or an 
experience from the preacher’s own life can 
put flesh on the biblical Word. You’ve heard 
about my “oppressive” childhood with three 
doting sisters and no brothers, about my 
Polish Catholic neighborhood in Toledo, 
about Mrs. Bonakowski who saw me 
smoking on Tecumseh Street when I was 16 
and called my mother to tattle on me. 
However, over the years, I’ve found that 
using a wide variety of images and stories 
from movies or plays, from novels or poetry, 
from song lyrics or current events, is the best 
way to bring the Word of God alive to a large 
number of people over a long period of time. 
Ultimately, whatever is spoken needs to 
bring both speaker and listener to the same 
goal that Jesus had in his teaching and 

preaching – a greater awareness of and 
commitment to the Kingdom of God.  

Today’s scripture readings, however, 
are tailor-made for me as I struggle with and 
prepare for the major transition happening 
in my life, and the impact that I think it will 
probably have for many of you. There are 
only a few weeks left before I move from 
California to Ohio after serving 35 years in 
the Diocese of Oakland, 25 of those years 
being here at St. Perpetua. I thought it was 
time to address more directly the reality of 
that transition – mine and yours. For me, the 
readings today present three things that I 
need to remember and that I’d offer for your 
consideration. Transition is difficult; 
Transition is necessary; Transition brings 
New Life.  
 First, Transition is difficult. 
Throughout the Easter Season the Acts of 
the Apostles paint a picture for us of non-
stop motion and movement. We’re hearing 
about multiple colleagues of Paul and 
Barnabas who have joined them in their 
ministry. 

 
We’re hearing names of places, as we did 
today – Lystra, Iconium, Pamphylia – where 
there was constant travel as small Christian 
communities were being established all over 
the Mediterranean world through baptism 
and the proclamation of the Good News of 
Jesus. It wasn’t easy. Paul tells the people: 
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“It’s necessary for us to undergo many 
hardships to enter the kingdom of God.” 
Perseverance was critical if the seed of faith 
was to grow. After twenty-five years, most of 
us have grown comfortable with one 
another. We’ve shared a lot of joys and 
successes – obviously, major building 
improvements, but more importantly, our 
inspiring liturgies, pancake breakfasts and 
wine and cheese socials, our Oktoberfests 
and parish picnics, Baptisms of infants and 
First Eucharists of children. And we’ve 
supported each other in times of illness and 
death, as we anointed the sick and buried 
our loved ones who died. Together we’ve 
weathered two years of a pandemic and 
supported one another through upheavals 
on the political scene and disappointments 
with the greater church. In short, we’ve tried 
to be community for one another. Those 
bonds of faith are strong and deep because 
they come from Jesus’ command which is 
the simplest, clearest, yet hardest command 
of all: Love one another in the same way as I 
have loved you. For me, this departure is not 
easy and I’m feeling the loss with every box 
of notes I discard and every photo and 
memory I tuck away. 

 
 But, I’m trying to remind myself of 
the second scripture lesson: Transition is 
necessary.  At the last supper, as Jesus was 
preparing to take leave of the disciples, they 
were struggling to come to terms with a 
different way of being together. Their time 
of transitioning was a time to fully realize 

who they were and who they had been 
called by God to be, and to take greater hold 
of this reality --- to claim it in Jesus' name. 
We’ve all had the experience of carrying with 
us and within us someone who is not 
physically present because of distance or 
because of death. I know that the things that 
I’ve shared and experienced here with you, 
with all who have been part of our St. 
Perpetua Community for the past twenty-
five years, will not be lost to me. We both 
have to say Good-bye to our present 
situation, or we won’t be able to say Hello to 
what’s coming.  

 
Unfortunately, our Diocese doesn’t have a 
process in place for pastoral transitions, so 
we’ve been creating a process ourselves. I 
met with Fr. Jimmy Macalinao two weeks 
ago for several hours in a very cordial and 
informative conversation. He recently met 
with the faculty of our parish school and 
spoke to the new principal, and soon he’ll 
meet with the parish staff. This time of 
transition for our parish coincides with a 
time of serious discernment in the Diocese 
as well. The “Mission Alignment Process,” 
which is going on throughout the diocese 
and in every parish, includes a re-assessment 
of the best use of limited resources, finances 
and personnel. Fr. Jimmy will retain his 
position in the Diocese as Director of Faith 
Formation and Evangelization. He will 
certainly need and depend upon the 
participation of many parishioners for him to 
be effective in both those positions.  
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 Most importantly, the Word of God 
today tells me that Transition brings New 
Life. The Book of Revelation given to us 
today about a “new heavens and a new 
earth” is a passage I often use, as I did a few 
days ago, at the burial service at the 
cemetery. In the face of death and at the site 
of the grave, scripture reminds us that our 
God is all about “new life.” That life of 
resurrection isn’t meant for the next world. 

We are an Easter people and Alleluia is our 
song… every day and in all circumstances of 
life. God’s grace will always draw good out of 
every circumstance of our lives. I believe that 
this transition will be an awesome 
opportunity for me, to have the ankle 
surgery I need to be able to walk comfortably 
and without pain again. I believe that God 
has even more wonderful things in store for 
this community -- an opportunity to grow 
and accomplish at St. Perpetua things that I 
wasn’t capable of doing… new ways that 
God’s Spirit is prompting you to grow in your 
faith and live Jesus’ command to love one 
another, as he loves us. 

As an Oblate of St. Francis de Sales 
(1567 – 1622), I look to St. Francis’ profound 
wisdom for inspiration, especially during 
times of change and upheaval. I offer his 
wisdom to you as well: 

 
We must try to keep our hearts continually, 
unshakably serene throughout the changes 
of life. Even though everything turns and 
changes around us, we must ever remain 
steady –  always looking, striving and 
aspiring toward God. Everything may be 
topsy-turvy, not only around us, but within us 
as well. But whether we are sad or happy, full 
of sweetness or bitterness, at peace or 
disturbed, filled with light or darkness, 
troubled or at rest, delighted or disgusted, 
scorched by the sun or refreshed by the dew 
–  for all that, the fine point of our heart, our 
higher will, which is our compass, must ever 
look and tend toward the love of God, its 
Creator, its Savior, its only and highest good. 
  
Have no fear for what tomorrow may bring. 
The same loving God Who cares for you 
today will take care of you tomorrow and 
every day.  God will either shield you from 
suffering or give you unfailing strength to 
bear it.  Be at peace then and put aside all 
anxious thoughts and imaginations. 

 John Kasper, OSFS  


