
            

 

Ordinary 14 
Cycle C, 7.3.22 

Isaiah 66:10-14/Galatians 6:14-18/                    
Luke 10:1-12, 17-20 

 
THE LABORERS AREN’T FEW …  

THE LABORER IS YOU! 

In the late 1800s a man from Italy by the 
name of Vilfredo Federico Pareto came up 
with a theory: In cause and effect, the 
majority of effects can be attributed to the 
minority of the causes. The principle for 
which he is best known  is popularly dubbed 
the ‘rule of 80/20.’ Pareto showed that, on 
the average,  80 per cent of the results in a 
situation can be attributed to 20 percent of 
the possible causes.  

For example: 20% of the drivers cause 80% 
of the accidents; 20% of the plant produces 
80% of the fruit; 20% of the team’s players 
produces 80% of the game points. The Pareto 
principle may have been articulated in the 
late 1800’s, but the truth of it has been in 
operation for a long time. Today the gospel 
gives us a picture of that principle in action. 
A minority of seventy-two people 
volunteered to go on the road with Jesus’ 
mission, while the bulk of the people who 
were attracted to Jesus probably hung back 
and didn’t participate. 

Of course, what Jesus was asking for 
from those who heard his word wasn’t the 
easiest invitation. We can trace three 
qualities that this group of volunteers 
needed to achieve success in their mission. 
First, the crowd of emissaries that was being 
sent out had to understand themselves as 

officially commissioned by God through 
Christ. That meant that they identified 
themselves with the One who sent them. 
That’s a great feeling, to be aligned with 
Christ and his message – to be a 
spokesperson for the Good News of 
salvation. But it also meant accepting the flip 
side of being a disciple. If Jesus was rejected 
by many, well then, don’t be surprised if you 
are rejected. If you get shortchanged at 
times or aren’t appreciated for the work 
you’re doing -- tough luck! Even in his own 
hometown, relatives and neighbors tossed 
Jesus out and had no time for the message 
from the hometown boy. “Just who does he 
think he is?” they murmured under their 
breath and gossiped across their kitchen 
tables. 

 
The second demand that made the 
invitation challenging to the volunteers was 
the fact that discipleship requires energetic 
action. No one wants to hear about work 
that requires effort in the middle of a 
summer holiday weekend, but those who 
followed Jesus had to streamline their lives 
so they could get about their business 
without being bogged down. Jesus told them 
to “Travel light! Don’t burden yourself with 
excess baggage.” They were even instructed 
not to prolong the customary greeting – they 
had work to do. “Say Hi! and get on with your 
business!” They were to be agents on the 
move. And if a particular household or town 
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didn’t accept their message -- then get outta 
that town! There are more fish to be caught 
up the stream. 

Thirdly, the volunteer crew of 
seventy-two who were dispatched found 
themselves surprised at the result of their 
efforts. They came back from their mission 
gloating. They boasted to Jesus: “Master, 
even the demons are subject to us in your 
name! Those disciples never anticipated that 
they would actually be successful  in their 
meager efforts. Now they were filled with 
joy because they found out that Jesus was 
right. The challenge was great but so were 
the rewards. Occasional rejection was a hard 
pill to swallow, but the sweetness of seeing 
even one woman open herself to the Spirit 
of Jesus, even one child affirmed as a child of 
God, one man whose life was enriched 
because of the gift of faith, one person on 
the margins who felt included, needed and 
wanted made every step of the missionary 
journey worthwhile. While there exist forces 
of evil that can wreak havoc, such forces are 
no match for the capability and the power of 
the One God at work in our hearts. 

 
In today’s gospel Jesus offers the first 

prayer for vocations, for people who will 
share in his work: "The harvest is abundant 
but the laborers are few; so ask the master 
to send out laborers for his harvest. That 
prayer is as critical today as it was when 
Jesus began his ministry over two thousand 
years ago. The statistics on the clergy 

shortage and the shortage of the faithful 
filling the pews are no secret. Parish closures 
and mergers are the rule of the day in most 
dioceses throughout the country, including 
our own.  My Oblate province, with whom I 
met in Michigan a week ago, is down to forty 
members and we prayerfully remembered 
the names of ten of our men who died in the 
past three years. Our hearts were 
encouraged by the ordination to the 
priesthood of one of our young members, 
Craig Irwin, at the end of our gathering last 
Saturday. Today we celebrate with Jesuit 
Dan Nevares who served us so well in his 
deaconate apprenticeship for the past year 
and who was ordained to the priesthood just 
three weeks ago. 

 
The laborers may be few, but we’re so 
fortunate to know people like Dan and Craig 
who are willing to answer the call to formal 
ministry in the Church. I pray that they will 
discover much joy in their service to God’s 
people, as I have found here among you. 

Today we’re also fortunate to 
witness the transition of leadership as Fr. 
Jimmy Macalinao accepts the invitation of 
our bishop to take on the role  of pastoring 
the parish and school of St. Perpetua as I 
leave this cherished community. 
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Because of his recent experience in helping 
to facilitate the “Mission Alignment Process” 
and his role as Coordinator of the Synodal 
Process of Dialogue for our Diocese, Jimmy 
knows both the challenges facing the church 
as well as the potential for new ways to 
proclaim the Kingdom of God, ways arise 
from first listening to the real needs of real 
people. 

However, there is a more critical 
issue at stake here – and that issue is all of 
YOU. The foundational sacrament is 
Baptism, not Ordination. Ordained ministry 
is rooted in Baptism and a call to serve and 
empower the baptized. Ordination is a call to 
servant-leadership, not to special privilege 
or power. St. Augustine said it correctly in 
the 4th century: With you I am baptized; for 
you I was ordained. That’s the proper 
balance. Inspired by the Holy Spirit, the 
Second Vatican Council redefined the 
Church. We no longer see the Church as a 
hierarchy with rulers over the ruled. The 
Council defined the Church as the whole 
“People of God.” The bishops at that Council 
said that all the baptized “share in the 
mission of the whole Christian people for the 
building up of the body of Christ.” As a 
recent demonstration of the need to end 
clericalism in the Church, Pope Francis 
recently issued an apostolic Constitution 
entitled “Preach the Gospel,” allowing that 
any baptized Catholic can preside over a 
“dicastery,” that is, can run a Vatican 
department, a role that was previously 

restricted only to clerics – priests or bishops. 
It was a profound move, acknowledging that 
all the baptized can and should participate in 
the governance of the Church. 

That’s why Pope Francis urges us to 
break down the separation between the 
spiritual and secular world. He said: Every 
one of the baptized should feel involved in 
the ecclesial and social change we so greatly 
need…. It’s impossible to think of a 
conversion of our activity as a Church that 
doesn’t include the active participation of all 
the members of God’s people. So, if you 
wonder from where the leadership of the 
parish and church -- both lay and ordained -- 
will come: Look around you! Christ promised 
he will not leave us orphans. The future 
leaders of our parish are here. The gospel 
today ends on a note of joy. It tells us: The 
seventy-two returned rejoicing, and said, 
"Lord, even the demons are subject to us 
because of your name."  And Jesus 
responded, “Don’t rejoice because the spirits 
are subject to you but rejoice because your 
names are written in heaven." 

An ancient mystic said: I slept and 
dreamt life was joy… I awoke and saw life 
was service… I acted and, behold, service was 
joy.  May God give each of you great joy in 
serving Him through your own baptismal 
vocation, as he gives great joy to us who 
have been ordained to serve you. 

 
John Kasper, OSFS 
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