Standards Based Grading in our Classroom
[bookmark: _GoBack]Here is an overview of our grading practices and how I will be communicating your child’s progress throughout each grading period. We are using a standards-based grading model to instruct, assess, record, and report student learning.  This means that your child will receive information about how he or she is progressing in each specific learning standard rather than the subject as a whole.
What the Mark on the Top of Your Child’s Paper Means:
When your child completes an assessment or other activity in class, I check it for accuracy and determine his or her progress for this particular assignment by using one of the marks below..
	Mark
	What it means for your child

	!
	I understand this completely and can do it without any mistakes.
I can teach it to others.

	*
	I understand this completely and can do it with very few mistakes.

	~
	I’m getting there! My mistakes show I understand most of the important ideas.

	-
	I don’t understand this yet, and I am having trouble with the important ideas.



What the Final Grade on Your Child’s Report Card Means:
At the end of the grading period, I will make a determination about your child’s current level of understanding for each specific standard.  I will use all of your child’s assessment marks, conversations, and other pieces of evidence collected throughout the grading period to assist me with the final determination. I will not average the symbols above to come up with the final grade.  Below is a chart explaining the meaning for each final grade symbol.
	Final Grade Symbols
	What it Means

	+
	Exceeds the Standard:
The student exceeds the standard by consistently demonstrating an advanced level of understanding and/or the ability to apply knowledge at a higher level.

	✔
	Met the Standard:
The student has consistently met the grade level standard taught.

	I
	Improving / Progressing:
The student is progressing toward meeting the grade level standard or is inconsistent in his/her demonstration of mastery.

	N
	Not meeting standard:
Student has not demonstrated mastery of the standard.

	INC
	Insufficient evidence:
There was insufficient evidence provided for demonstration of mastery. Students will be given the opportunity to provide sufficient evidence by the end of the next grading period.

	M
	Modification:
Only for those students whose curriculum content area and standards have been modified based on Services Plan/IEP Goals. This does not apply to students who only have accommodations.



