
 

January 23, 2022      

LORD’S DAY MASSES 

Saturday: 5 PM, in Spanish 7 PM 

Sunday: 7:30AM, 9:00AM, 11:00AM, 
 

 Weekday Masses  

Monday through Friday, 9:00 AM  

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM 
Please contact the Rectory for information       

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION 

Saturday from 4:00 to 4:45PM ~ also by personal request 
Reconciliation Room is handicapped accessible  

 

SACRAMENT OF MARRIAGE  
Please contact a Priest at least six months in advance 

 

VISITATION OF THE SICK 

Our extraordinary ministers are always pleased to 

bring the Eucharist to parishioners who are unable to 

join us for weekly worship.  If you or a family member 

would like to receive Communion, please call the Rec-

tory.  If you know of someone from the parish who is in 

the hospital, please let us know.  

RECTORY 
70 West Main Street, Westborough, MA 01581 

Telephone:  508-366-5502  

www.stlukes-parish.org 
 

PARISH CENTER  
1 Ruggles Street 

508-366-8509 
 

THIRD SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME     JANUARY 23, 2022 
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Jonathan Tomashefsky, Ann Martin, Alyssa Bloom,    
Donna Rene’,  Carol Aloisi,  Mickie Aylward, Kathleen Farrar 

Tuyen Tran, Mary Mahan, James Wright, Evelyn Croteau, Beth Lambert,  
Shirley DePalma, Cheri McGee, Agnes Limberger,  Zachary Collins,  

Michelle Weil,  Elise Renee, Ann Tisbert, Patrick, Christine, Robert Coutinho,  
Nancy Santory, Haron Beaulieu, Toby Claufon, Becky Rawson, Paul Fallon,  

Teresa Putnam, Carmelia Potenti, Elisa Korb, George Beecher,     
Peg Christensen, Leanne McCann, Ellie Carlson, Jane Burke, Hayleigh Scott,  

Kellan Keough, Dorothy Clinton, Sr. Pamela Philbin, Karen Mooney,   
Elizabeth Power,  Luis Ferreria, Helen Galica, Erik Olsen, Vicki Foley,  

Brendon Crowley, Richard Kane, Grace Roche,  Jack Curtin,  Jim Bennett,   
Kirolos Gergis, Carole & Pam Laino, Gregg Merloni, Tome Valadao,  

Maryann Bisco, Susan Garry, Melvin Boucher, T.J. Bautz, Joan Fallon,  
Marie Wilson, David Perry, Lucia Engdahl, John Durnan, Linda Darby,  

Bob Grady, Beverly Taylor, Judy Melfa, Claire Kennedy, Maria Matejko,   
Debbie Giroux, Peter Rose, Kevin & Donna Brennan, Luz Chavez,  
Dawn Haight, James Thomas, Christina Narensky, Lynn St. Jean,  

Michael Berthuime, Trisha Suzi, Norman Beland, Margaret Markert,  
Hailie McLatchey, Barbara Auger,  Barbara Barnes, Doris Biedermann,   

Joan Bunnell, Joan Finnerty, Jeanne Amendola, Jack Walker, Daniel Baker 
Rebecca Coax,  Robert Trant, Michael McAndless, Michael Del Pozzo,  

Susanne Ollman,  Lucy Hamburger, David Carrera,  Joel Rivera,  
Pat & John Lusek, Michael Zancewicz,  John Lynch, Kristy Cautello,  

Neil Kenny, Joseph Malzone, Lois Kerbel,  Michael Turpin,  
Elise Ollman-Kahle,  Patricia Amorelli, Connor Blaney, Debbie Krikler,  

Kim Evans, Austin Tomalewski, Gary Shults,  Erin Magrane 
 

Let us remember to pray for all the men and women and their 
families who are serving in Iraq and Afghanistan 

 

 We remember those who have died 
Sis Colby, Matthew Pessia (son of Kathy Burbank)   

PARISH STAFF:  

Fr. Walter Riley, Pastor 

 Contact:  508-366-5502  (Office) 

Fr. Enoch Kyeremateng  (Priest in Residence) 

 e-mail  frenoch@stlukes-parish.org 

Ellen Linn, Music Ministry 

 e-mail: music@stlukes-parish.org  

Gloria Josephs, Youth Minister 

    e-mail youthministry@stlukes-parish.org  

Melissa Baril Lower, Faith Formation 

 email:  religiouseducation@stlukes-parish.org 

Nan Ford, Parish Outreach 

 e-mail outreach@stlukes-parish.org  

Julie Basque, Pastoral Associate 

      e-mail pastoralassociate@stlukes-parish.org  

Maria Gasser, Parish Secretary 

 e-mail  office@stlukes-parish.org  

Pam Vaccari, Parish Ctr. Secretary 

 e-mail  religiousedoffice@stlukes-parish.org  

Linda Underwood, Bookkeeper 

 e-mail  financeoffice@stlukes-parish.org  

Beth Salsman, Housekeeper 

Lawrence Orlando, Building and Grounds  

 

 Saturday, January 22 
  5:00pm  Jeannette Palmieri—Irish 

by the Irish family 
Sunday, January 23   

 7:30am   James P. Gormley 
    by Mike & Marlene Blaney 
  9:00am   Bill Colby & “Cis” Colby  

by family 
11:00am   Albert Agbay 
   by Melfa family   
  6:30pm  Maria Baretti 
    by her family 

  
Monday,  January 24 

  9:00am   Timothy Alavous  
by St. Luke’s Parish Family 

Tuesday,  January 25 
  9:00am    Richard Trzaskos  

by St. Luke Parish family 
  Wednesday,  January 26 

  9:00am   Kathleen Gillis  
by St. Luke Parish family  
 Thursday, January 27 

  9:00am   Cynthia Johnson 
     by her family 
    Friday, January 28 
  9:00am   Alan Fugere 

by St. Luke Parish family  
Saturday, January 29 

  5:00pm  Jacqueline Dempsey 
by St. Luke Parish family  

Sunday, January 30   
 7:30am   Paul Damiani 
      by his family 
  9:00am   Timothy Alavous 

by Women of St. Luke’s 
11:00am   Ruth & Anthony Leo 
   Mary & Francis Black 

by their family   

Exposition of the  
Blessed Sacrament & Adoration 

Tuesday 9:30AM to 1:00PM 
Benediction at 1:00pm  

   We invite you to pray the Rosary 
everyday after the 9am weekday Mass 

Monday through Friday 

mailto:music@stlukes-parish.org
mailto:youthministry@stlukes-parish.org
mailto:outreach@stlukes-parish.org
mailto:parishnurse@stlukes-parish.org
mailto:office@stlukes-parish.org
mailto:religiousedoffice@stlukes-parish.org
mailto:financeoffice@stlukes-parish.org
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MARY  

“The writings of Karl Rahner, among 
others, signaled a change in this theologi-
cal approach, a change that was reflected 
by Vatican II. While the Immaculate 
Conception and the Assumption had gen-
erally been explained as prime examples 

of privilege-centered Mariology, Rahner reinterpret-
ed them as radically continuous with human life. In 
his view, the Immaculate Conception refers to the 
fact that Mary's life was caught up with God's grace 
right from the first moment of her conception, in vir-
tue of the redeeming action of Christ. The Assump-
tion implies the same about the end of her life. Body 
and soul, Mary’s whole person is with God, her hu-
man life radically accepted, which is, according to 
Christian belief, the ultimate hope of all humanity. 
These two dogmas offer us the conviction in the 
hope that our lives, too, will find God's ultimate gra-
cious acceptance. Thus Mary's life offers a paradigm 
and a hope for all human life. This interpretation 
pointed the way to the theological shift away from 
privileged-centered Marian theology that took place 
at Vatican II.         
 The debate on Mary occasioned one of the most 
heated discussions of the council. It is perhaps sim-
plistic to describe the discussion as a debate between 
those who favored the maximalizing, privilege-
centered Mariology that had characterized the post-
Tridentine Church and those who supported a more 
minimalizing approach. Nevertheless, this at least 
approximates the situation. There was some hope on 
the eve of the council that it would result in a new 
Marian definition of Mary as Mediatrix of all graces 
or Coredemptrix. Many council Fathers wanted to 
devote a whole document to Mary herself. In one of 
the closest decisions of the council, on October 29, 
1963, the decision was made to include the material 
on Mary as chapter 8 within the Dogmatic Constitu-
tion on the Church, Lumen Gentium. In this chapter 
Mary is situated in her theological role within the 
community of believers.”   
  The New Dictionary of Catholic Spirituality 

      LEGACY OF HOPE 
  

 Thank you to our parishioners who continue to 
support the recent legacy if Hope Capital Campaign 

in our Parish. Commitment gifts were made in the 
first week of January as we hope that more families 
will consider the same throughout this month.  As of 

January 9, our Parish raised $511,184.06 dollars to-
ward a goal of $930,013 from 150 gifts, averaging 
almost $3700 per gift. We are grateful for such gen-

erosity from the approximately 10% of families who 
have helped us reach 55% of the Parish goal. Be-
cause the hope remains that more of our 1800 fami-
lies that comprise the Parish of St. Luke the Evange-

list will participate in this campaign for the good of 
our Diocese and our Parish, we will continue Legacy 
of Hope in an unofficial manner until the end of Jan-

uary. Information regarding the campaign as well as 
the opportunity to make a donation will remain on 
the Parish website throughout this month. Thank you 

again to the families who have been so generous, as 
we invite more to prayerfully consider donating.          

FOREVER YOUNG 
MOVIE DAY 

Spend an enjoyable morning with 
friends, snack on popcorn, and 
watch “Sully,” an exciting film 
that’s based on a true story.  

Come to our meeting at the Parish Center on Mon-
day, January 24, at 9:45 a.m., and pretend that 
you’re at the local movie house.  MASKS RE-
QUIRED. For a weather-related cancellation, call 
Florence Richards at 508-329-1133 on Monday 

 

 

Calling all Cooks! 
Our very active Meal Ministry is looking 
 for volunteers to cook for a parishioner. 

This is a once-a-month obligation  
to prepare and  

deliver a meal to our one 
 of our home bound. 
If you are interested,  

please call 
 Carolyn O’Neill at:  

508-870-0824 
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ST. LUKE THE EVANGELIST CHURCH  
IS OPEN 24 HOURS A DAY, 7 DAYS A WEEK,  
WE CAN MAKE A VISIT ANYTIME WE PASS. 

JESUS WILL BE AS HAPPYTO SEE US  
AS WE ARE TO SEE HIM. 

  (From the Pastor...Continued from page 6)    
“Father, I know where you’re being buried someday. I 
saw your name up on the wall in the mausoleum. It’s nice 
to know that after you die, and I stand just feet from your 
place of burial and say prayers for a deceased member of 
God’s people, that you’ll be nearby reciting the holy pray-
ers alongside of me. Just don’t sing.”  

Beside his name and dates, he has one word on 
his tomb: Integrity. It’s the one word that best defines his 
priesthood. His life has been one of serving God with in-
tegrity. Integrity of heart and mind; integrity of soul and 
spirit. I knew that walking alongside him during any Mass 
at the Cathedral I was walking next to a good, holy priest. 
I’m not sure what his thoughts were about me, if he even 
had any. But now, after his death just before Christmas, I 
can look back and know I walked alongside a saintly 
priest who served God with humility and integrity. He 
was devoted to the cause of Christ with full devotion. As 
mentioned in last week’s homily regarding the wedding at 
Cana, Fr. George Ridick was filled with Christ Jesus, the 
same fulfillment our Lord freely gives to us in a madden-
ing world. As he dove all over the basketball court trying 
to save a ball from going out of bounds, Fr. George did 
the same in a spiritual sense in his priesthood. He dove all 
over the place to help save others from going out of 
bounds with their lives. He did this in a thousand ways 
that are presented to a parish priest over the span of al-
most 5 decades. Sometimes it was seemingly a small mat-
ter, a few other times very large matters. But whether 
small or large, the matters were always large to the person 
experiencing them.  

My lasting thought of Fr. George Ridick comes 
from a visual I noticed at the altar at St. Paul’s Cathedral 
for a Confirmation Mass. During the reading of the Eu-
charistic Prayer, a concelebrating priest or two will assist 
our Bishop in the second part of the prayer at certain sec-
tions, then the Bishop will close the prayer leading to the 
Doxology and the Our Father. Fr. George was assigned a 
section of the prayer, which he began at the proper place. 
When he came to the place where he was supposed to 
finish and turn the prayer back to the Bishop, he contin-
ued on. I could see he sensed that something was amiss 
by his very quick glance toward the Bishop, deciding just 
as quickly that he was going to plod on and finish the 
Bishop’s part of the prayer. “Don’t stop me now!” I was 
laughing inside. The good news is that the prayerful part 
of Fr. George Ridick’s priesthood has not finished. It has 
shifted, from here to heaven.  

All my future visits to the mausoleum at St. 
John’s Cemetery will be considered close visits to a great 
guy who was an A-1 priest. Integrity. I’ll look up about 
15 feet and think, “Hmm, wouldn’t it be a nice tribute to 
place a basketball hoop on Fr. George’s tomb.” I can see 
him smiling about that one.                                           

       Fr. Riley 

Join us in our effort to support The 
Westborough Food Pantry and help feed our 
neighbors.  
 
All the food drive details, including a list of 
suggested donation items, may be found 
listed below.   
 
Thank YOU! 
WESTBOROUGH ASP 
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Save the Date. 
 

Worcester Diocesan Catholic Men’s Conference 
Assumption University 

 Saturday, April 2, 2022. 

 
 We’re delighted to announce that the Catholic 
Men’s Conference will be returning to Assumption 
University on April 2, 2022.   While our virtual con-
ference this past March was a great success, we ea-
gerly look forward to welcoming you and your fel-
low Catholic men in person at CMC 2022. Nothing 
can truly replace the unique fellowship and collec-
tive energy that our live conferences have generated 
over the past 21 years.  As always, the event will 
feature distinguished speakers from around the 
country, a pre-packaged lunch, and confession for 
attendees.  
You will also have opportunities to meet in person 
with the speakers and to shop the many exhibitor 
tables.   
 
If you are interested in attending the conference 
please contact  Herman Millet 
 at  hjmillet@verizon.net or  
508.735.8465. Herman is our parish contact. 

At the local college, the students 
wait anxiously to find out if they 
made the team, were accepted into 
a club, will pledge in sorority or 

fraternity, passed a course, or received financial aid 
for the next term. Students do a lot of waiting and 
wondering to see if they are good enough, smart 
enough, talented enough or poor enough to be accept-
ed. That kind of uncertainty can require a lot of antac-
id! 
 
We are all members of the Body of Christ. Through 
Baptism, we are joined to Christ, and we are His for-
ever. As members of the one Body, we do not need to 
wait and see if we are accepted, or wanted or good 
enough. God accepts us as His own; we belong to 
Him as His adopted children. Whatever our strength 
or weakness, our talents or interests, we have a place 
at the table. Through sin, we can choose to leave it, 
but by grace, we cannot lose it. 
 
Our lives have a meaning and purpose that is rooted 
in faith. We strive to live the Gospel, putting into 
practice the Beatitudes and the Works of Mercy. At 
times, it may not seem it, but our work really does 
make a difference at home, in school, at the job and in 
the church. Persevere in your mission. Be confident in 
your status. God will bring to fulfillment the good 
work He has begun in you. 
      James Gaffney       

3rd Sunday of Ordinary Time 
“Go, eat rich foods and drink sweet drinks, and 
allot portions to those who had nothing pre-

pared…”    (NEHEMIAH 8:10)  Ezra’s instructions 
to the people show us that God does not forbid us from enjoy-

ing the good things in life.  He wants us to be hap-
py!  However, God expects us to be grateful for all that He has 

given us and to generously share our blessings with those who 
are in need.  Now here’s the hard part – to share all we have 

without expecting anything in return. 

mailto:hjmillet@verizon.net
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From the Pastor: 
    He was an All-American basketball player at the 
former Assumption College, now Assumption University. 
My oldest brother, who watched him play the sport as a 
youngster, said he was all over the floor, diving for the 
basketball, crashing into bleachers like a blowing ball 
knocking down pins, playing defense like a madman. You 
get the picture. He said this priest, when in college, re-
minded him of former Boston Celtic star Dave Cowens, 
for those who remember. Cowens was an undersized cen-
ter in the NBA, making up for his “shortness of height” at 
6 feet, 8 inches tall, by way of playing with such intensity 
that one center at 7 feet 2 inches tall called him the tough-
est player he ever played against. This priest stood there 
with Dave Cowens by way of intensity and toughness 
when on the basketball court. 
 But in truth, he did bring this level of toughness and 
intensity to his priesthood for almost 50 years. He became 
a Navy Chaplain for a handful of years shortly after his 
ordination in the late 1960’s for our Worcester Diocese. 
He served in the military faithfully, not making a career 
of it like some priests do, but returning to the Diocese to 
continue serving as a parish priest. He served God’s peo-
ple faithfully and with the same gusto in which he played 
basketball that made him an All-American. Now that I 
think of it, although he would have been embarrassed by 
the thought if shared with him, he was an All-American 
priest. But only in the sense that he loved his calling for 
Christ more than anything else in his life. When his life 
was finished in this world this past December 21, having 
gone to his eternal home for the celebration of our Lord’s 
Nativity, he left all his priesthood on the court. As is said 
about any gifted athlete, they leave all their effort and 
energy on the field of dreams, whatever court or field it 
happens to be. He retired a couple years short of 75, the 
retirement age for priests. Because of this he actually felt 
bad for not making it to retirement age (“I can’t believe I 
didn’t make it to 75” he said), feeling like he somehow 
shortchanged the priesthood and the Diocese. 48 years of 
serving faithfully, with total devotion and energy to the 
cause, spiritually assisting thousands along the way, was 
not good enough for him. He would say in retirement, “I 
wish I could have done more.” But it was good enough. 
His physical heart issues got in the way. He was forced to 
retire a couple years shy of the magical age.  
 After ordination, he furthered his education by earning 
a master’s degree in psychology. He was a great thinker 
of things, especially the things of God. He would reflect 
each day on the deeper meaning and purpose of life, 
thoughts that were centered in his love for Christ Jesus 
and his Catholic faith. I got a taste of his psychology de-
gree when I entered seminary in 2000 to study for priest-
hood after my 20-year sentence at UPS. I did my time. 
This priest became, after earning his degree, the one who 
performed the psychologicals on each potential seminari-
an before they could be accepted into the program.  It was 
a test I’ll never forget, and the hardest one I ever took. He 
was a master at figuring out who was psychologically fit 
for priesthood and who was not. As we all unfortunately 
know, there were some that slipped through in past years 
that had no business becoming a priest. If this priest was  

    (Continued on page 4)  
the one performing the psychologicals, I’m pretty certain 
he would have seen some red lights that would have pre-
vented many of them from entering seminary. He could 
read a person like a book he’d read a thousand times. His 
psychological test was run like a drill sergeant, but with 
just enough compassion to let the one taking the test know 
they are one of God’s children. About halfway through my 
test, he said, “That’s enough for now. Let’s go to Dunkin 
Donuts.” I said, “Good idea, Father.” After a donut and 
drink, we returned, and he finished drilling me with ques-
tion after question. I passed, obviously.  
 One of his quirks concerned itself with his singing. As 
good of a basketball player he was – All-American – he 
was just as bad a singer. If he lived a thousand lifetimes, 
he would never have been an All-American singer. Ameri-
can Idol would have sent him immediately to the other 
stage known as The Gong Show. Over the years, there 
were plenty of Masses at St. Paul’s Cathedral where this 
priest was present, such as ordinations, confirmations, and 
possibly a funeral. When the Mass started, and priests 
would line up two-by-two to process down the aisle, I had 
the opportunity once or twice by chance to process in aside 
of him. His singing, which he loved to do, was loud and 
bad. He could care less if anyone thought anything nega-
tive about his singing. All he knew was that he sang for 
God in God’s home. He got a few looks as he walked up 
the aisle, with some in the congregation wondering where 
the bad voice was coming from. They got their answer as 
he walked by. Once up in the sanctuary, however, and the 
opening debacle, I’m sorry, opening hymn was finished, I 
knew I was seated next to a holy priest, even though he 
almost killed me with the psychologicals.  
 His virtues were many. The first one I think of was his 
humility. Again, here’s an All-American basketball player 
in college, and not once did I hear him speak about his 
glory days from the past. Is there anything sadder than 
watching a professional athlete not get past their glory 
days and move on with their lives? Most of them do move 
on, but once in a while… Either way, the glory days of this 
priest, he rightly understood, were humbly ahead of him. 
His humble goal was always heaven, the gloriest of days, 
nights, and forever. And, like any priest worth his salt, his 
deep desire was to lead as many souls to those future glory 
days God has prepared for those who love him. As a 
priest, he understood with the best of intentions that his 
road to heaven was not a lone walk by himself. It was a 
walk, like that of the Apostles, that was to be accompanied 
by many others who followed him because he followed 
Jesus in sincerity of heart. His humility was best seen in 
the fact that he never spoke about his many personal tal-
ents and accomplishments, even though others knew about 
them. His priesthood was that of a humble disciple who 
walked humbly with God.  
 One day when I was performing the Rite of Committal 
to close out a funeral inside St. John’s Mausoleum in 
Worcester, as I looked up at the inside tombs where cas-
kets have been placed and where future caskets will go, I 
saw his name on a tomb about 15 feet up next to that of his 
sister. Of course, whenever I saw him at a Mass after the 
cemetery visual, I would joke with him about his future 
place of burial.                  (Continued on page 4) 


