
The Catholic Free Press

  AUGUST  16 ,  2019   |   SUPPLEMENT

PHOTO | REV. JOHN DALY



2 – Back to School 2019

Superintendent responding to the challenges
BY TANYA CONNOR  | TH E CATHOLIC FREE PRESS

 
 When students, teachers and staff go 
back to school, some will meet new prin-
cipals or pastors. 
 Also new are two positions that have 
been created to help schools increase 
enrollment, save money and improve 
efficiency by learning from, and collabo-
rating with, each other.
 Another new position is a dean of 
students at St. Bernard Central Catholic 
High School in Fitchburg. 
  Enrollment in schools has declined, 
with some exceptions, noted David 
Perda, superintendent of schools.
 “We’re trying to get ourselves in 
position to be stronger,” he said. “It’s 
sort of a multi-pronged approach to get-
ting there. We have to ensure that our 

schools are finan-
cially viable. … 
 “When you expe-
rience that period of 
enrollment decline, 
that affects the rev-
enue that we use to 
purchase materials, 
carry out our op-
erations, make sure 
schools are shining 
… all those things 
that are attractive to 
families. … 
 “We’re in an era of school choice,” 
he said; families have many options. 
“We have our specialty – a top-notch 
education that’s centered on Christ,” but 
also have to be competitive with other 
schools in areas such as athletics, extra-
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• World Language Classes

Teaching our Children to Learn

Accredited by New England Association of 
Schools and Colleges

A 
Pr

ou
d 

H
is

to
ry

...
A 

Br
ig

ht
 F

ut
ur

e

For more information contact: Mrs. M. Kursonis
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Visit our website at www.stpetercentralcatholic.com

• Physical Education 
• Arts/Music 

curricular activities, an array of courses, 
and high-quality teachers. 
 “Everybody has to do that, but we 
have to do the Catholic part too, and we 
have to do it at a time when our revenue 
is declining,” he said. “So that’s a real 
challenge for us and we all need to work 

together to respond to that challenge.”
 With that in mind, the diocesan 
Catholic Schools Office created a new 
position and broadened another.
 In early July, Paula Kosky Hamann 

Please call the office at 978-537-1007
Visit our website: www.st-leoschool.com

St. Leo School
120 Main Street

Leominster, MA 01453

Nintety-three years of academic  
excellence, faith development  

and stewardship. 
One pace beyond

Nancy Pierce,  Principal
Accredited by the New England Association of Schools and Colleges
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St. Bernadette’s Deborah O’Neil earns national honor

Presently serving 75 schools – parochial & private,
Pre-K- Grade 12 in RI, MA & NH

Insurance coverage: liability, workers’ compensation & health
All payrolls, taxes & cost - CORI checks

All advertising & interviewing
Professional supervision by certified and retired teachers 

Kim Ford, Director
Pat Murphy, Coordinator

Call (617) 471-3811 for an information packet  
& listing of schools we service in your area,  

or email youngworld@verizon.net

youngworldpe.com • Established 1968

Educational  
Services

Employing Certified Teachers And Substitutes in

Physical Education • Art • Music

 NORTHBOROUGH - Deborah C. 
O’Neil, principal of St. Bernadette El-
ementary School, has been named a 
National Distinguished Principal by the 
National Catholic Educational Associa-
tion (NCEA).
 She is one of three principals in the 
country so named. Also honored are 
Matt R. Grosser from St. Mary School, 
Alexandria, Kentucky; Jack V. Nelson of 
St. George Catholic School in Prairieville, 
Louisiana.  
 Principals from public, private and 
overseas elementary and middle schools 
are nominated by their peers in public 
education and by special committees for 
private school and by the U.S. Depart-
ment of Education overseas schools.  
 “Catholic schools are committed to 
educating the whole person – mind, 
body and spirit,” said NCEA Assistant 
Director for School Leadership Annette 
Jones. “The pursuit of excellence to 
this commitment is unwavering among 
these celebrated principals and inspira-
tional to all Catholic school leaders. It is 
with heartfelt appreciation NCEA con-
gratulates Matt, Jack and Deborah.”

 The three will be honored at an 
awards gala Oct. 10 and 11 in Washing-
ton, D.C., according to a press release 

from NCEA.
 This is the second national award 
Mrs. O’Neil has received this year. In 
April she was one of 27  educators - the 
only one from New England - to receive 
the 2019 Lead, Learn, Proclaim award 
from the NCEA.
 In its press release announcing 
the National Distinguished Principals 
awards the NCEA said:
 “Deborah O’Neil, M.Ed., became prin-
cipal of St. Bernadette School in the Dio-
cese of Worcester in 2005.  As one of her 
first tasks, Ms. O’Neil instituted a suc-
cessful student identification process 
where reading and math challenges as 
well as the need for supportive special 
education programs were identified.   
 “Along with newly hired specialists, 

classroom teachers also became certi-
fied specialists and collaboration with 
local schools on IEPs and 504 plans en-
sured all students’ needs are addressed. 
Her detailed attention to community 
building, discipline, academic excellence 
and faith formation helped increase en-
rollment with two and three classes for 
each grade level today. 
 “Testament to the academic successes 
came in 2014 when the school became a 
Blue Ribbon School of Excellence. Com-
mitted to the Catholic faith, Ms. O’Neil is 
viewed as the school leader in Catholic 
truths and values. One nominee de-
scribed her impact as ‘enabling children 
to live meaningful lives consistent with 
the Gospel values of peace, justice, love 
and freedom.’”

National Distinguished Principal

CFP FILE PHOTO

Deborah C. O’Neil was guest speaker at 
this year’s Adopt-A-Student banquet.
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NEW PRINCIPALS

 William R. Driscoll, formerly as-
sistant principal for student affairs at 
St. Peter-Marian Central 
Catholic Junior/Senior 
High School, is the new 
principal of the school.
 He was appointed by 
Bishop McManus on the 
recommendation of David 
Perda, diocesan superin-
tendent of schools. Mr. 
Driscoll has succeeded Denise Allain, 
who retired at the end of the school 
year.
 He is a graduate of Austin Preparato-
ry School in Reading. He earned a bach-
elor’s degree in English and philosophy 
from Assumption College and a master’s 
degree in educational administration 
from Boston College.
 He was a teacher at St. Bernard Cen-
tral Catholic High School in Fitchburg 
from 1996 to  2012. He then taught and 
completed an internship from 2012 to 
2013 at St. Peter-Marian, after which he 
was named assistant principal.
 He and his wife Christie live in North 
Brookfield.

 Kelly Veilleux, former principal of 
Infant Jesus School in Nashua, New 
Hampshire, has been named principal 
of St. Anna School, Leominster.
 She has a bachelor of science degree 
in early childhood education from Sa-
lem State College and a master’s degree 
in education from Rivier University in 
Nashua, New Hampshire. She also has 
been certified as  administrator/princi-
pal.
 In a short biography on the St. Anna 
School website, she said she grew up in 
Massachusetts and has lived in Connect-
icut and Washington. She now lives in  
New Hampshire. She and her husband 
have three daughters in college.
 She said she has worked in the public 
sector and Catholic education, where 
she has had 20 years of experience. In 
her personal life she enjoys running, 
crafting, traveling and kayaking, she 
said. 
 “I look forward to serving as princi-
pal at St. Anna‘s and I believe in creating 
a learning environment through col-
laboration between students, teachers, 
staff and administration,” she wrote.  

Sunday, 
OctOber 20, 2019

12:00 - 2:00 PMFor more information call 508.753.6371 | www.holyname.net 
144 Granite St.| Worcester, MA | facebook.com/HolyName

FOr MOre inFOrMatiOn viSit www.hOlynaMe.net

QUICK FACTS
33 majors and 49 minors in the liberal arts, sciences, business and professional studies 
Nearly 2,000 undergraduates from 30 states and 14 countries
Founded in 1904, Assumption is the fourth-oldest Catholic college in New England
60 student clubs and organizations
Named a top regional university by U.S. News & World Report
24 NCAA Division II athletic teams
11:1 student/faculty ratio
Scholarships up to $25,000 annually
Our Rome, Italy, campus is ranked one of the 10 best study abroad programs in America 
83 percent of 2019 graduates are either employed, pursuing additional education, or 
engaged in service within six months of graduation

886-477-7776 www.assumption.edu/visit

Driscoll
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New positions helping school department meet the challenges
FROM PAGE 2

St. Bernadette School 
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Committed to providing a challenging, quality education, which combines       
rigorous academic standards with a strong spiritual foundation.  

 

 

266 Main St., Northboro, MA     
admissions@stb-school.org        

www.stb-school.org          
508-351-9905 

Accredited by New England Association of  
Schools and Colleges, Inc. 

Now Enrolling for the  
2019-2020 School Year  

 

 

ST. STEPHEN SCHOOL
355 GRAFTON STREET, WORCESTER, MA 01604

Phone 508-755-3209    FAX 508-770-1052

www.st-stephen.net

Christ-centered Education
for the Twenty-first Century

• Fully accredited by the New England Association of Schools and Colleges
• Strong, traditional curriculum supported by technology          
• Pre-K through Grade 8 
• Extended Day Program
• Respectful, safe, supportive environment

started in the new position – director 
of enrollment management. She was 
previously interim director, and associ-
ate director, of enrollment at Worcester 
Academy. 
 She is now responsible for designing, 
implementing and monitoring enroll-
ment and student retention programs 
for Holy Name Central Catholic Junior/
Senior High School and St. Peter-Marian 
Central Catholic Junior/Senior High 
School, both in Worcester. 
 The admissions coordinator at each 
of those schools, who handles domes-
tic and international enrollment, will 
report to her, said Michael J. Clark, as-
sociate superintendent of secondary 
schools. 
 On May 1 Daniel Millett, long-time 
facilities director at St. Peter-Marian, 
became facilities director of Holy Name 
too, Superintendent Perda said. Mr. 
Millett is responsible for designing, 
implementing and monitoring the man-
agement of those schools’ property and 
buildings, for safety, preventative main-
tenance, improvements and compliance 
with health and building codes. He is to 
propose annual budgets and vendors for 
these areas.
 Internal restructuring and vacancies 
left at the schools made their positions 
possible without the need for additional 

revenue, Mr. Clark said. 
 “Rather than having the duplication 
of the same positions at the schools,” 
there will be one person for two schools 
in each of these areas, he said. 
 Filling the new position of dean of 
students at St. Bernard’s is Paul Con-
stantino, formerly a teacher there. He 
will work with the new principal, Linda 
Anderson, another former teacher 
there. Mrs. Anderson succeeded Robert 
Blanchard, who is now doing part-time 
consulting with the school’s leadership 
team, as they help the school transi-
tion from a central Catholic school to a 
new governance model, Superintendent 
Perda and Mr. Clark said.
 Mr. Constantino will supervise dis-
cipline procedures, extracurricular 
activities, and campus ministry, among 
other things, aided by his background 
in theology, the superintendent said. He 
is to promote a faith-filled learning en-
vironment, identify students’ needs and 
supervise the duties of faculty and staff.
 Other schools with new principals 
are as follows.
	 •	William	Driscoll	succeeded	Denise	
Allain, who retired, as St. Peter-Marian’s 
principal. Mr. Driscoll was previously 
assistant principal for student affairs 
there. Succeeding him in that position 
is Timothy St. John, formerly assistant 
dean of students at Clark University.
	 •	St.	Mary’s	Schools,	parish-based	ele-

mentary and junior/senior high schools 
in Worcester, now have co-principals: 
Monica Campbell, former assistant prin-
cipal of the high school, and Cynthia 
Ahearn, former principal of the elemen-
tary school, who will keep these special-
ties, Mr. Clark said. 
 Not being filled is the position of 
president of St. Mary’s Schools, formerly 
held by Adam Cormier, who was also 

principal of the high school, Superinten-
dent Perda said. 
	 •	Another	parish-based	school,	St.	
Anna Elementary in Leominster, is get-
ting a new principal. Kelly Veilleux is 
succeeding Bobbie French, now  princi-
pal of South Street Elementary School 
in Fitchburg. Ms. Veilleux was formerly 
principal of Infant Jesus School in Nash-
ua, New Hampshire.
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Anna Maria 
College adds three 

undergraduate majors
 PAXTON - Anna Maria Col-
lege announced it is enrolling 
students in three new under-
graduate majors for the fall 
semester.
 They are: Digital and So-
cial Media Design, Video and 
Photographic Arts and Health 
Administration. 
 According to information 
from the college Digital and 
Social Media Design will teach 
students how to think clearly, 
critically and creatively in 
response to communication 
challenges through the use of 
digital media design.

 Video and Photographic 
Arts focuses on the ways the 
human mind processes in-
formation in images across 
multiple platforms, including 
digital, web and print.
 The Health Administration 
degree is an applied business 
degree that prepares students 
with the theoretical business 
foundations as well as the 
practical skills required for 
careers including health infor-
mation management directors, 
business analysis, adminis-
trators clinical directors and 
health services managers.

More than a Century of Excellence
in Catholic Education

St. Bernard’s Elementary School       
offers a rigorous academic program 
that is rooted in strong Catholic values 
and is supported by the arts, foreign            
language, athletics and technology. 
Our all encompassing approach allows 
children to flourish while preparing 
them for high school and beyond.

We accept year-round enrollment        
in our Pre-K, Kindergarten, and   
Grades 1–8.

Call us today to schedule a visit!
Fully Accredited by the New England Association of Schools & Colleges

Fitchburg, MA 01420

978-342-1948
www.stbernardselementary.org

Follow us on Facebook!

254 Summer Street

Accredited by The New England Association of Schools and Colleges

Full Academic Program K-8
Religion – Language Arts – Math
Science – Social Studies – Spanish

Music – Physical Education 
Computer – Library – Art

Athletics – After School Program
Full-Day Pre-Kindergarten

Josie M. Citta, Principal
11 Pine Street                         
Southbridge, MA  01550
(508) 765-5991
www.trinitycatholicacademy.org   
www.facebook.com/TrinityBobcats 

Traditional Values
   Catholic Formation
     Academic Excellence 

Call us today!

All Saints Academy

We're ready for your child to start a
new school year with us!

48 Negus Street 
 12 Day Street
 Webster, MA

allsaintswebster.org
508-943-2735

Educational
Success and
spirit at our
school each

day!

WILLIAM T. CLEW | CFP

Guild collects, distributes backpacks
Sheilah H. Dooley, director of Pernet Family Health Service; Sister Patricia Murphy, SSJ, St. John 
Parish after-school program, and Joy Lapidus, director of volunteer services at St. Vincent Hospital, 
load backpacks full of school supplies. The project, sponsored by the Guild of Our Lady of Providence,  
filled a total of 60 backpacks. Three Worcester schools, St. Peter Central Catholic Elementary, St. 
Mary and St. Stephen, each received 12 backpacks, as did the after-school program and Pernet. The 
project, directed by Catherine Doran, began nine years ago. This year the St. Vincent Hospital staff, 
under the direction of Mrs. Lapidus, contributed backpack supplies and cash to the program.
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Trinity Catholic Academy 
partners with MIT

BY JOSIE CITTA
PRINCIPAL, TRINITY CATHOLIC ACADEMY

 As the principal of a school many let-
ters, brochures, and fliers pass across 
my desk, and every once in a while, one 
catches my atten-
tion.  Such was the 
case with a letter 
from Lemelson-
MIT.  The letter was 
an invitation for 
Trinity to partner 
with MIT in its In-
venTeam Program 
which was founded 
in 1994 by Jerome 
Lemelson, one of 
America’s most 
prolific inventors, 
and his wife Doro-
thy.  This initiative 
is funded by The Lemelson Foundation 
and administered by the School of En-
gineering at the Massachusetts Insitute 
of Technology, institution with a strong 
ongoing commitment to creating mean-
ingful opportunities for K-12 STEM edu-
cation.
 Partnering with LemelsonMIT to 
bring the InvenTeam program to Trin-
ity will involve all our students in 
pre-school through grade 8 and will 
establish Trinity Catholic Academy as a 
STREAM (Science Technology Religion 
Engineering Arts & Mathematics) school.  
The program for pre-school through 

grade 5 is literacy based, with the added 
bonus of requiring students to build a 
working model of a story character they 
will create.  Grades 6-8 will engage in 
a curriculum called “Design & Pattern 
Transfer” which requires students to 

design and build 
their own sneaker 
soles and will in-
volve a variety of 
cross-curricular 
activities.
    Trinity will be the 
first Catholic ele-
mentary school that 
LemelsonMIT has 
partnered with, and 
both entities are 
very excited to work 
with each other.  
 Five faculty 
members and I at-

tended “Eurekafest” on June 20, a three-
day event where high school, college, 
and graduate students from all over 
the world showcase the inventions they 
worked on and completed in the past 
year. It was very impressive, indeed, and 
infinitely inspiring.  Some of the inven-
tions have even been patented and gone 
to production!
 At the end of July the Trinity faculty 
and I were engaged in professional 
development at MIT in Cambridge so 
that we can bring this very exciting and 
meaningful STREAM curriculum to our 
school.  

SUBMITTED PHOTO

Trinity Catholic Academy faculty who attended ‘Eurekafest’ at MIT  incude Colleen 
Casey, Melissa Hilli, Donna Nagelschmidt, Tina Colello, Josie Citta, and Angela Symock.  

For whatʼs going on for 
Youth & Young Adults
Check out: NEWorcester.org
or Visit: NEWorcester on 

A HUGE thanks to all the Principals, 
Teachers, Campus Ministers, Staff, 
School Department and Students!

Trinity will be the 
first Catholic 
elementary 
school that 

LemelsonMIT has partnered 
with, and both entities are 
very excited to work with 

each other.  
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Two parish schools get new pastors
 On May 24 Msgr. Robert K. Johnson, 
formerly rector of St. Paul Cathedral, 
became pastor of St. Stephen and Holy 
Family parishes in Worcester, succeed-
ing Father Steven M. LaBaire. St. Stephen 
Parish’s school is St. Stephen Elemen-
tary.
 On July 1, Father Grzegorz Chod-
kowski, former temporary adminis-
trator of St. Joseph Basilica Parish in 
Webster, became pastor there, succeed-
ing Msgr. Anthony S. Czarnecki, who 
retired. The parish’s school is St. Joseph 
Elementary. 
 In June the Catholic Schools Office 
sent Father Chodkowski to the School 
Pastors’ Institute, launched by the Alli-
ance for Catholic Education in 2011 and 
held at University of Notre Dame in In-
diana, which helps pastors learn about 
best practices for working with Catholic 
schools today, Superintendent David 
Perda said.
 “People love it,” he said, adding that 
a number of pastors in the diocese have 
attended over the years.

Private schools hire new principals
 Private Catholic schools with new 
principals are Venerini Academy and 
Nativity School of Worcester. 
 At Venerini Academy Raymond Dew-
ar succeeded Carol Polselli, who retired. 
He was previously principal of Cristo-
Rey Boston High School.
 At Nativity School Emily Kent suc-
ceeded Sean Dillon, who became the 
assistant principal of the new middle 
school at St. John High School in 
Shrewsbury. Mrs. Kent, the first female 
principal for Nativity school, an all-boys 
middle school, was formerly a teacher 
and academic support coordinator at 
Bancroft School in Worcester. Earlier, 
she taught and was assistant principal 
at Nativity.
 Private Catholic schools have no 
formal connection with the diocesan 
Catholic Schools Office. They “take what 
they need from my office,” Superinten-
dent David Perda said. 

For a listing of 

Diocesan 

Catholic Schools

visit our website:
 

www.worcesterdiocese.org/schools

Catholic Schools Office
49 Elm Street

Worcester, MA 01609
508-929-4317

St. Bernard Elementary School
Fitchburg 
www.stbernardselementary.org
(978) 342-1948

Holy Family Academy
Gardner
www.holyfamilyacademyma.org
(978) 632-8656 

St. Aloysius Catholic School
Gilbertville
www.staloysiuscatholicschool.com
(413) 477-1268

St. Anna Elementary School
Leominster 
www.stannaschool.org
(978) 534-4770

St. Leo Elementary School
Leominster 
www.st-leoschool.com
(978) 537-1007

St. Thomas Aquinas School
West Warren
413-436-5056

Assumption Elementary School
Millbury
www.assumption-cs.org
(508) 865-5404 

St. Bernadette Elementary School
Northborough
www.stb-school.org
(508) 351-9905

St. Mary Elementary School
Shrewsbury 
www.stmarysparish.org/school
(508) 842-1601

Trinity Catholic Academy
Southbridge 
https://trinitycatholicacademy.org
(508) 765-5991

Our Lady of the Valley Regional 
Elementary School
Uxbridge 
www.ourladyofthevalleyregional.com
(508) 278-5851

St. Joseph Elementary School
Webster 
www.sjs-webster.com
(508) 943-0378

All Saints Academy
Webster
www.allsaintswebster.org
PreK-Grade 4 - (508) 943-0257
Grades 5-8 - (508) 943-2735

Our Lady of the Angels  
Elementary School
Worcester
www.ourladyoftheangels.us
(508)752-5609

St. Mary’s Elementary School
Worcester 
www.stmarysworcester.org
(508) 753-0484

St. Stephen Elementary School
Worcester 
www.st-stephen.net
(508) 755-3209

St. Peter Central Catholic  
Elementary School
Worcester
www.stpetercentralcatholic.com
(508) 791-6496

Venerini Academy
Worcester 
www.veneriniacademy.com
(508) 753-3210

Holy Name Central Catholic Jr./Sr. 
High School
Worcester
www.holyname.net
(508) 753-6371 

St. Bernard’s Central Catholic 
High School
Fitchburg 
www.stbernardscchs.org
(978) 342-3212 

St. Peter-Marian Central 
Catholic Junior/Senior High School
Worcester 
www.spmguardians.org
(508) 852-5555 

St. Mary’s Jr./Sr. High School
Worcester 
www.stmarysworcester.org
(508) 753-1170 
 
St. John’s High School
Shrewsbury 
www.stjohnshigh.org
(508) 842-8934

Notre Dame Academy
Worcester 
www.nda-worc.org
(508) 757-6200

Notre Dame Jr./Sr. High School
Fitchburg 
www.ndmass.org
(978) 343-7635

Trivium School
Lancaster 
www.triviumschool.com
(978) 365-4795

Immaculate Heart of Mary
Still River 
www.saintbenedict.com
(978) 456-8877

Nativity School 
Worcester 
www.nativityworcester.org
(508) 799-0100

 Notre Dame Academy students can take courses at 
Assumption College this fall – for high school and col-
lege credit, with no charge for tuition.
 Notre Dame has entered into a dual-enrollment 
agreement with the college, for juniors and seniors 
who have a grade point average of 3.0 at the time they 

apply. 
 “Dual enrolled students will be able to further 
explore their interests in possible fields of study that 
they are considering for a college major,” said Kathryn 
Woodson Barr, Notre Dame’s head of school. “Students 
will also be able to explore a discipline that may not be 

available at our school or at the high school level.”
  “To me, this partnership couldn’t be more perfectly 
aligned, not only because of our geographic closeness, 
but our commitment to the Catholic mission,” said 
Elizabeth Murphy, Notre Dame’s director of develop-
ment and community relations. 


