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    Our primary mission is to inform Catholics in the 
Diocese of  Worcester about what is happening in  
the Church at the parish, diocesan, state, national and 
international levels.    
    Part of that primary mission means that we serve  
as an arm of the Bishop’s teaching ministry. In concert 
with this mission, we educate, enlighten, evangelize and 
contribute to a strengthened sense of Catholic com-
munity in the diocese.     

    Finally, through columns and editorials, we attempt 
to define and clarify important issues facing Catholics 
and, indeed, all human beings. In so doing, we provide 
a counterbalance to a largely secularized and  
spiritually alienated media.      
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Legacy of Hope has achieved a new milestone. The 

faithful of the Diocese of Worcester have pledged 

nearly $19 million to the capital campaign that aims to 

strengthen local parish communities and the diocesan 

Church, according to campaign and development lead-

ers. Even as the COVID-19 pandemic continues spreading 

across the United States and the number of cases in our 

state is on the rise, the people continue to demonstrate 

their generosity both to the diocese and their parishes.

Currently, the campaign is in its third block. Block 

three began in January but was stopped 

last spring and suspended until 

the fall because of the pandemic. 

There are 11 parishes actively 

conducting the Legacy of Hope 

campaign, with 42 more par-

ishes preparing for the next 

block in the spring.

“Because of the limitations 

brought on by the pandemic, and  

to be compliant with state and dioc-

esan regulations, we had to make adapta-

tions to the campaign fundraising plan for the Diocese 

of Worcester,” said Jose DeJesus, the Guidance in Giving 

Inc. campaign supervisor for Legacy of Hope. 

“Our strategy has always been to work with the local 

pastor and his parish leadership to help us meet pa-

rishioners where they are and conducting a fundraising 

campaign that is compelling and deeply personal,” he 

said. 
At first glance, this task might seem impossible be-

cause parishioners are not attending religious services 

or parish events at the same level as they were pre-CO-

VID-19. Because of of state-mandated social distancing 

recommendations, the places where parishioners can 

meet are also limited. 

The pandemic has made it necessary to utilize digital 

tools more effectively, campaign leaders said. The dio-

cese, through the Office of Communications, has better 
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Vatican releases report on how 

former Cardinal McCarrick rose 

through the ranks. 3

The gift of  

Bishop sends blessings to long-married couples 

Legacy of Hope 
campaign still going strong

Knights support next generation at OLV

Marking Religious Education 

Week with praise of and thanks 

to catechists. Pages 8-11
November 2020
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I received from the Lord 

                     what I also handed on to you.
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Legacy of Hope receptions are being held in churches because the buildings are already set up for social distancing. 

In top photo, Father Nelson Rivera speaks to parishioners at St. Joan of Arc Parish, Worcester. Legacy brochures are 

distributed after Mass, above, at St. Francis of Assisi Parish in Fitchburg.
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A scare turned into a bless-

ing – just in time for a holy 

day and the holidays – at 

North American Martyrs Par-

ish in Auburn. 
A couple months ago the 

phone rang at the parish. 

The town’s director of public 

health was calling. The pas-

tor was anxious about the 

reason for the call.

“We just opened the church 

again; now they want to shut 

us down!” thought Father 

Frederick D. Fraini III, who 

was working hard to keep 

worshippers safe in the face 

of the coronavirus.

“The board of health does 

some good things too,” said 

Darlene Coyle, the public 

health director. 
She was calling North 

American Martyrs to say 

that the parish was getting 

$10,000 for its food pantry, 

Kateri’s Kitchen. 

The town of Auburn had 

applied for the money from 

the federal Coronavirus Aid, 

Relief, and Economic Security 

Act, called CARES, to help 
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Zachary Enos uses technology purchased with 

a donation from the Knights of Columbus for 

Our Lady of the Valley Regional School.
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You might call it perfect 

timing. Grand Knight Devin 

Graham of the Knights of 

Columbus Mumford Council 

365 did.
Last March, the council gave 

Our Lady of the Valley Region-

al School in Uxbridge $20,000 

for technology, he said. But 

because of the coronavirus, 

the Knights didn’t get to see 

the results of their labors in 

person until October.

“We do a lot of different 

events to raise money,” the 

grand knight explained. “Our 

calling is just to do service in 

our community. … It’s a team 

effort. A lot of people put in a 

lot of hard work.” 

One of their goals is to give 

to the next generation, he 

said, and a council member 

had heard that Our Lady of 

the Valley was trying to up-

date its technology.

“We had saved up the mon-

ey – it was perfect timing,” 

Grand Knight Graham said. 

Given coronavirus restric-

tions, he just dropped the gift 

off at the school. The Knights 

had raised the money through 

BINGO games, which drew 

about 100 people to their hall 

in Northbridge each week.

Because of the virus, BINGO 

was shut down in March, the 

SEE TECH, 7

Auburn pantry gets 

gift to help others 

SEE PANTRY, 6
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Blessings from the pope and the bishop 

were a blessing to couples who celebrated 

their wedding anniversaries in their par-

ishes this fall.
They, in turn, bless others with their wit-

ness.
Allison LeDoux, director of the Office 

of Marriage and Family, suggested that 

couples celebrate in their parishes, since 

the annual diocesan wedding anniversary 

Mass at St. Paul Cathedral was cancelled 

because of the coronavirus. Congratulato-

ry certificates from Bishop McManus that 

couples usually pick up after that Mass 

would be mailed, she said. 

Father Enoch K. Kyeremateng was 

among those requesting certificates. As 

chaplain of the diocesan African Ministry, 

he wanted them for couples he serves.

Papal blessings were surprises for some 

other couples.
Timothy P. Ryan, Grand Knight of the 

Knights of Columbus Millville Council 

11020, arranged for papal blessings for 

three couples at St. Augustine Parish in 

Millville, and helped initiate a blessing for 

a couple from St. Mary Parish in Uxbridge.

“I’ve been a life-long member of St. Au-

gustine’s,” Mr. Ryan said. “We’re not a big 

parish and to get three couples celebrating 

their 60th anniversary in the same year!”

He said he contacted Joan DeMasi, ad-

ministrative assistant for Father Richard F. 

Reidy, diocesan vicar general, and she got 

the blessings from the Vatican. Mr. Ryan 

then notified the couples that they were 

to receive something at the Sept. 20 Mass, 

but didn’t say what.

Lisa Barry said Mr. Ryan, who she’s 

known for years, suggested she do the 

same for her father-in-law and mother-

in-law, Paul and Lucille Barry, St. Mary’s 

parishioners celebrating their 55th an-

niversary. (They were married Aug. 7, 

1965.) After Mass at St. Mary’s on Sept. 27 

their pastor, Father Nicholas Desimone, 

presented the blessing to them at a special 

ceremony.
“It was a big surprise,” said Lucille Bar-

ry. “We were home about five minutes and 

‘Your faith has an awful lot 

to do with it. Loving each other 

in good times and 

bad times … in sickness 
and health.’

Paul Barry, married 55 years to Lucille
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826,116278,161

Total Population 
in Worcester County 

(Diocese)

Total Catholic Population

Males 
50% 

LOYALTY

From which sources do you get 
news about the Catholic Church?

The Catholic Free Press  20%
www.catholicfreepress.org    8
Parish bulletin  16%
Internet    11%
Catholic magazines  11%

From which sources do you get 
news about the Catholic Church?

The Catholic Free Press  20%
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Internet    11%
Catholic magazines  11%

INVOLVEMENT IN DIOCESE
Registered in Parish

82%

Financially support the annual Partners in 
Charity Appeal of the Worcester Diocese?

74.6 %

EDUCATION 
High school grad or higher 

89%
Bachelor’s degree or higher 

33.8%

The Catholic Free Press Readers 
27%

$25,000 - 59,999

25%
$59,999 - 150,000

10%
more than $150,000

POPULATION 

CATHOLIC FREE PRESS READERS 

Age
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22%

Age
50-64     

44%

Over 
65

29%

Under 30

5%

Females
50%

How long have you been reading 
The Catholic Free Press?
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14%

5-10 years   

17%
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63%

Less than a year

6%

 Elementary  Secondary
 Total

 Total
Elementary Secondary

3,588 5,9162,328

10,356 13,9403,584

Students Attending Catholic Schools

Attending Parish Religious Education 

Retired   

29%
ECONOMICS

Employed

70%
Homeowners

66.4%

Median Household Income 
countywide
$65,968

%
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