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    Our primary mission is to inform Catholics in the 
Diocese of  Worcester about what is happening in  
the Church at the parish, diocesan, state, national and 
international levels.    
    Part of that primary mission means that we serve  
as an arm of the Bishop’s teaching ministry. In concert 
with this mission, we educate, enlighten, evangelize and 
contribute to a strengthened sense of Catholic com-
munity in the diocese.	  	 		

    Finally, through columns and editorials, we attempt 
to define and clarify important issues facing Catholics 
and, indeed, all human beings. In so doing, we provide 
a counterbalance to a largely secularized and  
spiritually alienated media.      
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BY TOM TRACY | CATHOLIC NEWS SERVICE

If it becomes law, the Equality Act, which 

has been described as a one of President Joe 

Biden’s top legislative priorities, will be an 

overreaching use of federal power to shut 

down religious liberties and traditional views 

on gender, according to attorneys tracking 

the measure.
“It is so expansive,” said Paul Jonna, a Cali-

fornia-based special counsel with the Thomas 

More Society in Chicago. He has represented 

various California agencies or businesses 

that have come under fire for policies based 

on the traditional understanding of marriage 

and gender.

“The act is essentially an all-out assault on 

religious freedom; it is Congress imposing 

their views on gender, dismissing sexual dif-

ferences and presenting gender as a social 

construct,” Jonna told Catholic News Service 

in a Feb. 25 phone call.

“It is a threat to free speech, to careers, to 

churches and faith-based facilities to force 

them to host events that are opposed to their 

beliefs,” he said.
Democratic lawmakers and advocates say 

the Equality Act would make significant prog-

ress toward legal protections for all Ameri-

cans, including LGTBQ+ individuals, who ad-

vocates say do not have sufficient protections 

from discrimination, especially with regard 

to employment.
Critics say if the bill becomes law, it would 

portray time-honored religious beliefs as un-

American and would go well beyond employ-

ment protections – and without reasonable 

religious exemption clauses.

Jonna, who also is president of the San 

Diego Chapter of Legatus, an organization of 

Catholic business leaders, said the Equality 

Act would result in a tidal wave of religious 

liberty litigation and may well create even 

stronger pushback.

“It is definitely being used as a tool to 

advance an agenda of those who have a 

BY SISTER JEANNE MARIE AKALSKI

In his 2020 apostolic letter 

titled “Patris Corde” (“With a 

Father’s Heart”), Pope Francis 

describes St. Joseph as a be-

loved father, a tender and lov-

ing father, an obedient father, 

an accepting father; a father 

who is creatively courageous, a 

working father, a father in the 

shadows. 
The pope’s letter marks the 

150th anniversary of Blessed 

Pope Pius IX’s declaration of 

St. Joseph as patron of the 

universal Church. To celebrate 

the anniversary, Pope Francis 

has proclaimed a special “Year 

of St Joseph,” that began on 

Dec. 8, the Solemnity of the 

Immaculate Conception, and 

extending to the same feast in 

2021.
I told my fourth graders and 

their parents, “How wonder-

ful that we celebrate Catholic 

Schools Week this year during 

the Year of St. Joseph, espe-

cially since our parish and 

our school are dedicated to St. 

Joseph. In our classroom is a 

St. Joseph shrine to remind 

us of the Year of St. Joseph.  

St. Joseph is definitely watch-

ing over our school and our 

Catholic Schools Week celebra-

SEE SHRINE, 7
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Bishops address concern over 

Johnson & Johnson vaccine’s 

abortion link. 3

SEE POSTERS, 6

SEE EQUALITY, 7

Students 
honored 
for March 

for Life 
posters

Class leaves intentions for Sleeping St. Joseph

Equality Act called ‘assault on religious freedom’
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Pilgrimages, devotions and holy im-

ages are among ways local Catholics 

are celebrating the Year of St. Joseph, 

which Pope Francis declared on Dec. 8. 

The celebration is to conclude on the 

same date in 2021.

In his apostolic letter “Patris Corde” 

(“With a Father’s Heart”), Pope Francis 

says that the pandemic has increased 

his desire to mark the 150th anniver-

sary of St. Joseph as patron of the uni-

versal Church. 
“St. Joseph reminds us that those 

who appear hidden or in the shadows 

can play an incomparable role in the 

history of salvation,” he says.

Christians can discover in St. Jo-

seph, who often goes unnoticed, “an 

intercessor, a support and a guide in 

times of trouble,” the pope writes.

In the Worcester Diocese, churches, a 

school and an abbey named for St. Jo-

seph are among places where the Year 

of St. Joseph is being celebrated, many 

events centered around the March 19 

solemnity of St. Joseph, spouse of the 

Blessed Virgin Mary.

Places not named for the foster fa-
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Mass outdoors keeps parishioners connected
BY BILL DOYLE | CPF CORRESPONDENT

On Christmas Eve, Father William Schip-

per held a Mass outside in Spencer for 

Mary, Queen of the Rosary pa-

rishioners who sat in their cars in 

the parking lot.
They listened to him on their 

car radios or watched the live-

streamed production on their cell 

phones. Communion was distrib-

uted as parishioners departed.

Father Schipper received quite 

a few words of thanks from those who at-

tended, including people who were elderly, 

had health issues or didn’t feel comfort-

able going inside the church during the 

pandemic.
“As a pastor, I’m very thankful and edi-

fied,” he said, “about how much people 

appreciate and are supportive of things 

we’re trying to do to help them 

stay connected to each other, to 

the sacraments and to God.”

Priests throughout the Worces-

ter Diocese and beyond are doing 

their best to guide their parishio-

ners through this pandemic.

“We don’t see our friends or 

relatives as frequently,” Father 

Schipper said. “We don’t touch each other. 

We stay away from each other. Anyone 

with some basic insight would know how 

it affects them. Well, it affects the Church 

the same way. So we have fewer people 

in church because people want to protect 

themselves and stay at home, particularly 

older people, but not just older people. We 

have no community activities.”

Father Schipper estimated that atten-

dance at Mass is only 50 to 60 percent of 

what it used to be, but donations approach 

90 percent of what they were pre-pandem-

ic. He credits a boost of 35-40 percent in 

online contributions for that.

“My hope is, once this is over, they will 

come back physically to church,” he said, 

“(after) having them gone for over a year 

and what seems like will be for a year and 

a half. We had very few people under the 

age of 50 coming to church before. Now, 

who knows what’s going to happen after-

wards? So the biggest impact might be a 

SEE CHURCH, 6

 
 

PHOTO BY BETH BOUDREAU

 Bishop McManus blesses the St. Joseph shrine in the fourth-grade classroom at St. Joseph Elementary 

School in Webster.

PHOTO BY  

TRAPPIST FATHER EMMANUEL MORINELLI

Trappist 
Brother 
Terence 
McGrath 
of St. 
Joseph 
Abbey in 
Spencer 
made this 
icon which 
is being 
used on 
notecards 
for the 
Year of 
St. Joseph. 

‘My hope is, once this is over, 
they will come back 

physically to church.’

Father William Schipper

Pastor, Mary, Queen of the Rosary Parish, Spencer

the year of
Celebrating

SEE ST. JOSEPH, 7
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Local students’ March 

for Life signs were ap-

preciated by pro-lifers 

around the country, and 

five students are being 

awarded prizes for their 

work, according to Allison 

LeDoux, director of the 

Worcester Diocese’s Re-

spect Life Office. 

Due to concerns about 

the coronavirus, the Janu-

ary bus trip from the dio-

cese to the March for Life 

in Washington, D.C., was 

cancelled this year. In its 

place, locally, Mrs. LeDoux 

organized a “virtual 

March for Life” – a contest 

encouraging students 

to make signs against 

abortion, like those usu-

ally carried in the March. 

There were more than 300  

entries, Mrs. LeDoux said 

in a letter to schools.  

“We were also able to 

post a number of our 

virtual March for Life 

signs on our Twitter page 

the day of the March for 

Life, where they were 

appreciated by many in 

the pro-life community 

throughout the country,” 

she added. 
She said the winners 

are: Carolyn Towne, grade 

7 category, and Agnes 

Sales, grade 8 category, 

both from Immaculate 

Heart of Mary School in 

Still River; Keziah Danso, 

Winning poster created 
by Keziah Danso of St. 
Paul’s in the grade 9 and 10 

category.
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3,588 5,9162,328

10,356 13,9403,584

Students Attending Catholic Schools

Attending Parish Religious Education 

Retired   

29%
ECONOMICS

Employed

70%
Homeowners

66.4%

Median Household Income 
countywide
$65,968

%



CONTACTS

For information, or copy and layout assistance in utilizing 
the advertising effectiveness of The Catholic Free Press:

Robert C. Ballantine Advertising Director Telephone 508-929-4351

Jack Foley Account Representative Telephone 508-929-4301

Advertising Department Fax 508-756-8315 Email advertising@catholicfreepress.org

We will design your ad at no additional cost

Mechanical Measurements — (R.O.P.)

D epth Minimums

Type page or form size 10.5” wide by 21” deep.   
Six advertising columns to page. Printed offset.

1 col. — 1.61” wide
2 col. — 3.38” wide
3 col. — 5.16” wide

4 col. — 6.94” wide
5 col. — 8.72” wide
6 col. — 10.5” wide

1 col. wide — 3/4” deep
2 col. wide — 1” deep

Local Rate:		  $18 per inch (non-commissionable)
Local Frequency Rate:	 $16.30 per inch
		  13-week; 26-week and 52-week Rates
Volume Rates:                 Ask your ad rep how you can increase the       	
		  size of your ad at a reduced per-inch rate
National Rate:		   
   Open:		  $21.30 per inch
   Agency Commission:	 $15% on National Rate
Political Advertising:	 Not Accepted
Pre-Printed Inserts		 $57 per M  (non-commissionable)
Color	   	 $150
Closing Time:		  Monday 5 p.m.
Published:		  Weekly on Friday

Advertisements exceeding 20” in depth are charged full column depth.

3 col. wide — 3” deep
4, 5, 6 col. wide — 5” deep

49 Elm Street • Worcester, MA 01609
catholicfreepress.org

A publication of the Communications Ministry, Diocese of Worcester

The Catholic Free Press

Front page banner ad — 1.5” deep x 6 col. — 10.5” wide  $400

Banner Ads


