
St. Louis Catholic Church  
www.saintlouisparish.org                   

Parish Office 
2907 Popkins Lane 

Alexandria, VA 22306 
Phone: 703-765-4421 

Office Hours:   Mon - Fri 
9:30am - 1:00pm 
1:30pm - 5:30pm 

St. Louis School 
703-768-7732 

St. Vincent De Paul Helpline 
703-765-0050 

Pastor: Rev. Keith O’Hare 
Parochial Vicars:  

Rev. Mark Mullaney 
Rev. Andrew Haissig 

Sunday Mass  
 7:30am        8:45am 

10:30am Traditional Ad Orientem 
12:30pm  

Saturday Mass 
 8:45am  

5:30pm Vigil Mass 
Monday-Friday Mass 

6:30am       8:45am 

Confessions 
Mon-Sat:  9:15am 

Wednesday:  6:30pm 
Saturday: 4:30pm-5:30pm 
Sunday: 8:30am-9:15am 

Misa en Español  
Domingo 3:00pm 

Confesiones: Dom. 2:15pm-3:00pm 
Grupo de Oración  

Sábado 6:30pm 

Poor Clare Monastery 
703-768-4918 

2505 Stone Hedge Drive 
Mass Every Day 

7:00am (Gregorian chant) 
Sunday Devotions 

Eucharistic Exposition 
8:00am - 4:00pm  
Rosary 4:00pm 

Benediction 4:30pm

Pro  Deo  et  Pro  Patria

July 12, 2020 ~ Fifteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time

http://www.saintlouisparish.org
http://www.saintlouisparish.org


Dear Friends, 

Jesus explains today’s parable (in the Gospel of Luke) by saying that “the seed is the Word of God.” 

“The seed is the Word of God.”  (Luke 8:11) 

In the Holy Mass each Sunday we are showered with seeds!  The Holy Mass is constructed liturgically with innumerable 
phrases and passages from Sacred Scripture: the “Holy, Holy”; the “Lamb of God”; the Eucharistic Prayers; the Scripture 
readings themselves; so much grace and inspiration is offered to us in the Sacred Liturgy! 

In order to pray the Holy Mass to the fullest, we need to have the Word of God physically in our hands so that we not only 
hear it but also see it and read it.  The current circumstances give me the opportunity to urge you to purchase what I (and 
Fr. Mullaney and Fr. Andrew) believe every adult Catholic should own: the Daily Roman Missal (or the St. Paul’s Sunday 
Missal). 

The Daily Roman Missal contains all the prayers and Scripture readings for all the Masses of the year, as well as 
devotional and catechetical material which every adult Catholic needs.  Now is the time!  Wait no longer 
to purchase your copy!  It will deepen your life of faith and prayer at Mass and throughout the week!   

Next month I’ll be sending you a video in which I’ll explain how to use the Daily Roman Missal.  So 
purchase it now so you’ll have it in your hands in time to watch the instructional video! 

Your Pastor, 
Father O'Hare

Outdoor Wine, Cheese 

and Jazz 

Featuring the Father 
O’Hare Trio!

Mark your calendars!  Saturday, 
July 18, from 7:30pm to 10pm

Enjoy live jazz and socially-
distanced Phase 3 Fellowship!

On the patio space next to Walsh Hall. $15 per person - adults only.  
To RSVP call the parish office or email Ignacio at admin@saintlouisparish.org

PASTOR’S REFLECTION

mailto:admin@saintlouisparish.org
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Prayer for the Homebound 

Lord, you have a special love for those who are weak, infirm, and dependent.  Bless the homebound parishioners  
of our parish as they carry their daily crosses.  May our prayers bring them strength and consolation, and the 

Sacraments sanctify and inspire them.  We ask this through Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

This week we pray especially for the following homebound parishioners:  Maria Aquino, Mary Blanes, John Paul 
Charbonneau, Andrew Corrigan, Senta Corrigan, and Elaine Davidson.

Two book discussion Zoom sessions! 

Seminarian Ricky and Seminarian Emmanuel will 
each lead a 3-week book discussion on-line (via 
Zoom).   

Emmanuel will lead the discussion on Monday’s at 
7pm (beginning June 29) on the book entitled “The 
Real Story." 
Ricky will lead the discussion on Tuesday’s at 7pm 
(beginning June 30) on the book entitled 
“Discernment of Spirits” by Fr. Timothy Gallagher.  

To sign up for the Zoom sessions please email 
admin@saintlouisparish.org

Bilingual parishioners can help the St. Vincent de Paul Society  
assist more families within our community.  

The St. Louis Society of St. Vincent de Paul (StVdeP) needs bilingual members who can 
assist with requests from our Spanish-speaking neighbors. Please consider becoming a 
member of the Society of St. Vincent de Paul at St. Louis, which provides direct assistance to 
local families who are struggling to afford food, rent or utilities. For more information about 
volunteering, contact Keith Snider, kasnider@cox.net; or Robin Bachman at 
robin@svdpalexandria.org. 

Mother’s Group 
Mother’s Group is meeting virtually through Zoom every Wed at 
10:00 am - all moms are welcome to join, even if you haven't been 
able to join us in person before.  Please join our Facebook page to 
see updates and for fellowship and support. Search for “St. Louis 
Catholic Church Mothers’ Group (Alexandria, VA)” and request to 
join. The Zoom link will be available via Facebook or by emailing the 
contact info below. 

Theresa Talavera at (703)313-8782 or tatalavera@yahoo.com

Friday, August 21 at 6 pm through 
Sunday, August 23 at 1:30 pm

Cost: $350 through July 31
          $400 after

REGISTER: arlingtondiocese.org/recoveringorigins

San Damiano Spiritual Life Center
125 Old Kitchen Rd
White Post, VA 22663

Office of Marriage, Family and Respect Life
Catholic Diocese of Arlington
Contact: Alex Wolfe (703) 841-3807 | alexander.wolfe@arlingtondiocese.org

Please be aware that an email address has 
been created by scammers to impersonate 
Father O’Hare requesting financial help. The 
email appears believable but it is not!  Please 
DELETE and DO NOT respond to these 
emails.
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mailto:tatalavera@yahoo.com
mailto:tatalavera@yahoo.com
mailto:kasnider@cox.net
mailto:robin@svdpalexandria.org
mailto:admin@saintlouisparish.org


©!"#$%&'()*!+,+,!-.//011!2.34'1)'5(!6!708'9:!;;"

Share your faith

Why do Catholics 
have bishops?

Discovering hope and joy in the Catholic faith. July 2020

   In the Catholic Church, a bishop 
is an ordained minister who holds 
the fullness of the Sacrament of 
Holy Orders. Bishops teach 
doctrine, govern Catholics in 
their jurisdictions, and�represent�
the Church. 
   In addition to !lling the 
need for leadership in a 
family as big as the Church, 
bishops link us to the 
Apostles. The Apostles chose 

disciples to !ll their of!ce after 
them, and passed on to them 

the authority and faith 
they had received from 
Christ. This spiritual 

treasure was passed from 
bishop to bishop by 

consecration in an unbroken 
line up to today. This way, the 

faith would be available in 
every age to the rest of the 
Church. 

   In this time of uncertainty, followers 
of Jesus know that worry is 
unnecessary. We know God wants 
us to experience his peace and 
share it with others. Try these 
tips to help others lean on 
God:
   Go deep into God’s 
love. It is ours today, 
tomorrow, and 
forever. “... Good 
indeed is the Lord, His 
mercy endures forever, 
his faithfulness lasts 
through every 
generation” (Psalm 
100:5). Experiencing 
Sacraments, reading Scripture, and 
spending time in prayer are keys to 
growing in God’s love and sharing it. 
   Share your con!dence in God’s 
care. Jesus promised that God will give 
us all we need, “Therefore I tell you, do 

not be anxious about your life, what you 
shall eat or what you shall drink, nor 
about your body, what you shall put 
on ... your heavenly Father knows 
that you need them all” (Matthew 

6:25, 32). Stress stems from 
the absence of certainty and 

control over our future. 
When we put ourselves 
in God’s care, we can 
feel peace.
   Demonstrate trust 
in God. While we may 

not be completely 
free from worry, St. 

Paul wrote, “Have no 
anxiety at all, but in 

everything, by prayer and petition, 
with thanksgiving, make your requests 
known to God. Then the peace of God 
that surpasses all understanding will 
guard your hearts and minds in Christ 
Jesus” (Philippians 4:6-7). 

St. Benedict of Nursia 
Born to a wealthy Italian 

family, St. Benedict 
was educated in 

Rome during 
the barbarian 
invasions – 
a time of 
division, chaos, and failing 
morals. Dismayed at the 
rampant immorality of his 
peers, he "ed Rome and lived 
as a hermit in the mountains. 
Attracted by his holiness, 
many people sought him out. 
St. Benedict went on to found 
twelve monasteries in Subiaco 
and the famous Monte 
Cassino, which became a 
center of holiness, learning, 
and culture. 

Keep the parish
lights on 

Whether or not your parish 
has gone back to public Mass, 
please make your weekly 
donation by mail before you 
leave. Your parish depends 
upon your help to pay the 
bills even when you’re not 
home.

  "In the silence of the heart 
God speaks. If you face God in 
prayer and silence, God will 
speak to you. Souls of prayer 
are souls of great 
silence." St. Teresa 
of Calcutta

Rev. Keith O'Hare, Pastor
Saint Louis Catholic Church
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   Down the ages, Catholics have invoked 
the saints for their prayers, even for 

everyday things. It was a way 
of offering everything to 
God, through the saints’ 
prayers, even little things 
like losing your keys! Here 

are some “holy helpers”: 
   Airplane travelers, astronauts: St. 
Joseph of Cupertino miraculously levitated 
while at prayer. 
   Accountants, bankers: St. Matthew the 
Apostle was a dishonest tax collector until 
Christ called him to be an Apostle 
(Matthew 9:9).  

   Battle, soldiers, doctors, poliDF��4U� 
Michael the Archangel led the angels to 
victory against the Devil and his forces 
(Revelation 12:7-9). 
   Finding lost things: St. Anthony of 
Padua prayed and recovered his stolen 
prayer book. 
   Plagues, pestilence, sick people: St. Roch 
cared for victims of the plague in Italy. 
   Students, teachers, schools: St. Thomas 
Aquinas, once teased as “the Dumb Ox,” 
was actually one of the most brilliant 
scholars in the Church. 
   As a reminder, we can always pray 
“straight to God” with our prayers. The 
saints, our companions, are only meant to 
guide us to God. 

   July 3 – St. Thomas (1st Century). 
Known as “doubting Thomas” for 
requesting proof of the Resurrection, he 
made a beautiful profession of faith 
when he received proof, “.Z�-PSE�BOE�
.Z�(PEw (John 20:28). Tradition says 
that Thomas traveled to India and was 
martyred near Mylapore.
   July 14 – St. Kateri Tekakwitha 
(1680). A smallpox epidemic in her 
Native American village left Kateri 
orphaned, dis!gured, and half-blind. 
Introduced to Catholicism by 
missionaries, she was baptized at the age 

of 19 and moved to a Christian village 
where she lived in holiness.
   July 22 – St. Mary Magdalene (1st 
century). Mary Magdalene, from 
whom Jesus expelled seven demons, 
helped to !nancially support Jesus’ 
ministry (Luke 8:2) and stood by the 
cross of Jesus with his mother (John 
19:25). She !rst informed the Apostles 
of Jesus’ Resurrection. 
   July 24 – St. Charbel Makhlouf (d. 
1898). A Maronite 
hermit, St. Charbel 
lived a life of solitude 
and holiness. He had a 
reputation as a wonder 
worker, even among 
his Muslim neighbors. 

   The Catholic Church is not just a building or a 
group of people. Rather, the real Church is a family 
begun by Jesus, extending all over the world, 
stretching through time and space.
   In Heaven live those members who completed 
their earthly lives as God intended. They watch 
over us when we ask.
   Members in Purgatory did their best to follow 
Jesus but died without having made adequate 
penance for their venial sins. Our prayers help them 
get to Heaven.

   And those of us who are members on Earth are still 
living within the family, trying to make it to Heaven.

   All three groups make up the Church and we are 
all connected forever. So not only can we ask our 

friends on Earth to pray for us, we can appeal for 
prayers to those who are face-to-face with God. 

   The Church began with Christ but is populated 
by humans. Still, we are all called to live fully in 

Christ’s image. That means the Church is anywhere 
we are.

Where is the real Catholic Church?

   Jesus used the parables in this Gospel 
passage to emphasize the life-changing 
value of the Kingdom. In the !rst 
parable, a man discovers 
– seemingly by accident
– a treasure buried in a
!eld. He sells
everything he has to
purchase the !eld. In
the second scenario, a
merchant !nds a
valuable pearl after
diligent searching. He also
sells everything he has to possess
the pearl.
   By these parables, Jesus taught that 
being part of God’s Kingdom – accepting 
his love for us and loving others as he 

loves – is the only thing that really feeds 
our souls. God’s unconditional love is 
the only thing that is worthy of 
everything we have. If we accept his 

invitation (he won’t force us), our 
lives may change as our hearts 

change. 
   Finally, Jesus compared the 

separation between the evil 
and righteous to the 

sifting that happens 
when a large catch 
is brought ashore. 

Similarly, when we put our whole life 
in service to our love for God, then the 
individual pieces fall into place around 
that love. Whatever is contrary to this 
love falls away. 

“There’s a saint 
for that!” 

Matthew 13:44-52, 
The kingdom is worth everything 



United Community (UC) Food Drive 

Next Saturday and Sunday, July 18th and 19th, St. Louis will be conduc<ng its 
monthly Food Drive to help restock the shelves at UC’s Food Pantry.  Last 
month our parish donated 2,567 lbs of food to UC – the second largest 
dona<on to date.  We invite each St. Louis family to contribute at least one 
grocery bag filled with non-perishable food items.  Monetary dona<ons and 
grocery store giN cards also are welcome.  On Saturday, we will be collec<ng 
the dona<ons at the rear of the church building from 10:00 AM to 4:00 PM.  
Just drive up, drop off and drive away!  We also will be collec<ng dona<ons at all the weekend Masses. For further 
informa<on contact Marvin Spychaj @ 703-780-3498 or marvinspychaj@msn.com.

Now is the time! 
Own your own Missal! 

Current guidelines required us to remove all the hymnals from the church pews.  
For this reason - and for the deepening of 
your prayer life at Mass and at home - your 
priests highly recommend that you purchase 
your own prayer book for Mass! 

The Daily Roman Missal is an essential 
resource for anyone who wants to grow in 

their love of the Eucharist, Sacred Scripture, and the Holy Mass!  An 
ideal traveling companion; take it wherever you go!   

Your faith will certainly deepen by having this book!  Highly 
recommended by all three of our priests (Fr. O’Hare, Fr. Andrew, and 
Fr. Mullaney)!   

Purchase on-line at CatholicCompany.com.  (For an additional charge 
the Missal can be personalized.) 

First Holy Communion:  
The First Holy Communion Mass that was originally scheduled for May 2020 and has been rescheduled for October 4, 
2020. See the letter from Father O’Hare on our website, Saintlouisparish.org, under “Learning Our Faith.” An email to 
parents was also sent home via Flocknote. Please make sure you have turned in the First Holy Communion Registration 
form, and a copy of your child’s certificate of baptism if they were not baptized at St. Louis Parish. The registration form 
can be found on the website under “Learning About Our Faith,” or contact Mrs. Johnson at DRE@saintlouisparish.org.  
The retreat for First Holy Communion is scheduled for September 19, and will be in-person if possible, with distancing 
guidelines enforced.  

Confirmation: 
Students who have completed the two years of preparation for Confirmation will still receive that Sacrament on October 
19, the original date. Students should have turned in the Confirmation Registration form to their RE teacher, as well as 
the other requirements. See the website at Saintlouisparish.org for the forms and information. The retreat for 
Confirmation candidates is still scheduled for September 12, and will be in-person if possible with distancing guidelines 
enforced.  

Registration for RE classes 2020-2021 
Beginning in August you may register online at Saintlouisparish.org. Classes will be in person, with an at-home 
component and an in-home version of the lessons for those not comfortable with group settings. Current RE families will 
receive an email via Flocknote when registration for the upcoming year is “live.”

http://catholiccompany.com/
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LET US PRAY FOR ONE ANOTHER

Monday Saint Henry
Is 1:10-17; Ps 50:8-9, 16bc-17, 21 and 23; 
Mt 10:34—11:1

Tuesday Memorial of Saint Kateri Tekakwitha, Virgin
Is 7:1-9; Ps 48:2-3a, 3b-4, 5-6, 7-8; 
Mt 11:20-24

Wednesday Memorial of Saint Bonaventure, Bishop and 
Doctor of the Church
Is 10:5-7, 13b-16; Ps 94:5-6, 7-8, 9-10, 14-15; 
Mt 11:25-27

Thursday Memorial of Our Lady of Mount Carmel
Is 26:7-9, 12, 16-19; Ps 102:13-14ab and 15, 
16-18, 19-21; Mt 11:28-30

Friday Is 38:1-6, 21-22, 7-8; Is 38:10, 11, 12abcd, 16; 
Mt 12:1-8

Saturday Saint Camillus de Lellis, Priest
Mi 2:1-5; Ps 10:1-2, 3-4, 7-8, 14; Mt 12:14-21

Sunday Sixteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time
Wis 12:13, 16-19; Ps 86:5-6, 9-10, 15-16; 
Rom 8:26-27; Mt 13:24-43 or Mt 13:24-30

Eternal Rest  
Grant Unto Them,  

O Lord! 

Magdalene Sippel 
Mary Flaherty 
Noreen Gilmour 
Donald B. Scovel 
Suzanna Bottcher 
Arthur Boland 

ST. LOUIS SCHOOL

Principal Anne Dyke      ~      www.stlouisschool.org      ~      703-768-7732 

Monday, July 13 
6:30am, Intentions of Ada Reyes 
7am-Poor Clares, Intentions of Carmen Alfaro 
8:45am, Intentions of Patricia Rodriguez 
Tuesday, July 14 
6:30am, Intentions of Tom Canning 
7am-Poor Clares, Intentions of Virginia Walthour 
8:45am, +Magdalene Sipple 
Wednesday, July 15 
6:30am, +Sandi Bukoski 
7am-Poor Clares, +David Studinski 
8:45am,Intentions of Mr. & Mrs. Rogan (Wedding 
Anniversary) 
Thursday, July 16 
6:30am, Intentions of Cris Salgado Coronel 
7am-Poor Clares, Intentions of Jovita Lazo 
8:45am, Intentions of Bednarek Family

Friday, July 17 
6:30am, Intentions of Jose Lopez 
7am-Poor Clares, Healing of Alejandra Zambrana 
8:45am, Intentions of Fr. Daniel Gee 
Saturday, July 18 
7am-Poor Clares, Intentions of Fr. O’Hare 
8:45am, +Antonio de Leon 
5:30pm, + Mary Conaty 
Sunday, July 19 
7am-Poor Clares, Intentions of Fr. Magat 
7:30am, Intentions of Seminarian Emmanuel 
8:45am, Intentions of Seminarian Ricky 
10:30am, Intentions of People of St. Louis  
12:30pm,+Robert Rish 
3:00pm, +Carmen Reyes Vda. De Tapia

http://www.stlouisschool.org
http://www.stlouisschool.org


       Contact Ignacio at 

 admin@saintlouisparish.org

PABLO’S PAINTING, INC 
Residential Interior & Exterior 

Drywall Repair-Power Washing 
Carpentry - Ext. 

Leaf and Snow Removal 
571-278-1548 

PabloTPaintingInc@yahoo.com 

CUNNINGHAM TURCH FUNERAL HOME
Where caring, compassion and elegance come together 

cunninghamfuneralhome.net 
811 Cameron St. Alexandria                                   703-549-1800

          monicasims100@gmail.com 
34  Years  Helping  Families  Make  Educated  Home  Decisions 

 FREE  Home  Analysis  &  Future  Planning 

MONICA SIMS 
 NVAR Top Producer 

   Associate Broker, Parishioner 

 703 - 626 - 1212

Your Ad can appear here next Sunday!! 

Support St. Louis Parish!! 

Urban 
REDEUX 

Junque, funk, furnishings 

Wendy Wells-Finn 
Owner 
8742 Cooper Road 
Alexandria, VA 22309 

St. Louis Parishioner 
(703)780-4301 

wenwells1@yahoo.com 

Board Certified Orthodontic  
Practice 

State of the Art Smile Alignment 
2616 Sherwood Hall Ln. Suite 302  

www.myalexandriaortho.com 
703-780-1418Free Consultation                  

Woodlawn Tree Service
JIM NELSON, Professional Arborist

Serving N. VA Since 1977 - Fully Insured
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703-780-8040

www.woodlawntree.com

SUMMERSPECIAL!
With This Coupon

Ex. 9/30/18

15% OFF
SUMMER 
SPECIAL 
15% OFF 
With this Coupon 

Ex. 8/31/20 

Theresa Kritcher 
Artist 

Paintings, Prints,  
 Gift Ideas

703-509-7306
terricolor@aol.com 

St. Louis Parishioner
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