
St. Louis Catholic Church  
SaintLouisParish.org                   

Parish Office 
2907 Popkins Lane 

Alexandria, VA 22306 
Phone: 703-765-4421 

Office Hours:   Mon - Fri 
9:30am - 1:00pm 
1:30pm - 5:30pm 

St. Louis School 
703-768-7732 

St. Vincent De Paul Helpline 
703-765-0050 

Pastor: Rev. Keith O’Hare 
Parochial Vicars:  

Rev. Mark Mullaney 
Rev. Andrew Haissig 

Misa en Español  
Domingo 3:00pm 

Confesiones: Dom. 2:15pm-3:00pm 
Grupo de Oración  

Sábado 6:30pm 

Poor Clare Monastery 
703-768-4918 

2505 Stone Hedge Drive 
Mass Every Day 

7:00am (Gregorian chant) 
Sunday Devotions 

Eucharistic Exposition 
8:00am - 4:00pm  
Rosary 4:00pm 

Benediction 4:30pm

Pro  Deo  et  Pro  Patria

Sunday Mass  
 7:30am        8:45am 

10:30am Traditional Ad Orientem 
12:30pm Traditional Ad Orientem 

Saturday Mass 
 8:45am  

5:30pm Vigil Mass 
Monday-Friday Mass 

6:30am       8:45am 

Confessions 
Mon-Sat:  9:15am 

Wednesday:  6:30pm 
Saturday: 4:30pm-5:30pm 
Sunday: 8:30am-9:15am 

August 22, 2021 ~ Twenty First Sunday of Ordinary Time

Readings  
for next 

weekend  

Feast of St. Louis 

Isaiah 58:6-11 
Psalm 112 
Revelation 21:5-7 
Matt 22:34-40

http://www.saintlouisparish.org


Dear Friends, 

There’s a lot going on!  Permit me to draw your attention to four events of special importance: 

1.  Bishop Burbidge’s Teaching Document: This past week our wise bishop presented a “teaching document” on the 
delicate and important topic of gender ideology.  It is a brief six-page document which is eminently readable and 
understandable.  Bishop Burbidge discusses the need to approach the topic with “clarity and charity.”  Please read the 
introduction which is re-printed in today’s bulletin.  It will inspire you to read the whole document.   

2.  Parish G.I.G.!  This week is the feast day of our patron saint, Saint Louis IX, King of France (August 25).  To celebrate 
the end of the summer and to celebrate our patron saint we’ll have what amounts to a “parish block party.”  This will be our 
third Parish G.I.G. (God is good) which hundreds have attended.  Come on out Friday night and enjoy a great time!  See 
the full-page announcement in this bulletin for details. 

3.  Solemnity of Saint Louis!  Before it was a city, it was a saint!  Saint Louis IX, King of France, is a real person and we 
celebrate our patron saint next weekend at all the weekend Masses (in place of the 22nd Sunday in Ordinary Time).  The 
readings will be devoted to his feast day, as well as the preaching and music.   

4.  A new school year!  We are very excited to see a new school year begin this Monday!  Please pray 
for our teachers, staff, parents, and children, as they embark on a new school year adventure together! 

Your Pastor, 

Father O'Hare

We have received the final estimates for the repair/remodel of our beloved Walsh Hall!  
Our historic parish hall stands in need of substantial repair of the roof; remodeling of the 
bathroom (which does not meet ADA standards); replacement of the electrical (which is 
not up to code); replacement of the carpet (which is over 20 years old); and more - but we 
believe in the resurrection!  Walsh Hall has a beautiful history as the original chapel 
where Mass was first celebrated here in our neighborhood, and as the former one-room 
schoolhouse for the children of Groveton built in 1888.  

I kindly ask you to consider donating specifically for this repair/remodel project.  A “risen” 
Walsh Hall will serve important functions (funeral receptions, social events, meetings, and 
more).  It will also enable the parish to make available a large selection of books from our 
wonderful library.   

We are grateful to have the pro bono services of an historical architect (a friend of the 
pastor), as well as the expert support of 

our property management company (Capitol).  Despite the increase in 
building costs, the precise estimate for all the repairs and remodeling is 
a very reasonable $133,446.   

Kindly consider donating directly to the “Parish Maintenance Fund” 
through Faith Direct, by using the QR code below, or by check made out 
to St. Louis Church.  Our current efforts have put us 
about $50,000 short of the amount needed.  The actual 
construction work is estimated to take just 5 weeks.   

So, God willing, with your support we can look forward to 
blessing our newly renovated Walsh Hall in late 
September or early October!  Thank you in advance!  

SPECIAL REQUEST FROM YOUR PASTOR ~ WALSH HALL PROJECT

PASTOR’S REFLECTION



SPIRITUALITY

 New Tuesday Evening Mass

Mass will be celebrated  

(Latin, Novus Ordo) at 6:30 pm every Tuesday

September 10 - 12 

Retreat Director: Fr. O’Hare 

$275 per person; $450 per couple 

Begins Friday, Sept 10 at 7pm;  

concludes Sunday, Sept 12 at 2pm 

Located near scenic Winchester, VA.
Jesus said, “Come away with me.  Let us 
go alone to a quiet place…”  (Mark 6:31) 

For more info or to register  
contact Ignacio 

admin@saintlouisparish.org  
or 703 765 4421

WHAT IS MY PURPOSE?  
A WEEKEND RETREAT WITH FR. O’HARE 

mailto:carmen@saintlouisparish.org


Cost will include airfare, lodging, and meals.   
Limited space available.   

Contact the parish office to reserve. 
admin@saintlouisparish.org  703-765-4421

Pilgrimage to  
the Shrine of the 

Most Blessed 
Sacrament 

and EWTN 
with Fr. O’Hare 

Dec. 7th-11th 

Highlights: 
• Attend a live show at EWTN  
• Tour of EWTN 
• Rosary and Benediction with the 

Franciscan Friars 
• Attend Morning televised Mass at 

EWTN 
• Tour the Shrine of the Most Blessed 

Sacrament 
• Healing Service 
• Tour of the JPII Eucharistic Museum 
• Mass in the Crypt where Mother 

Angelica is buried 
• Spiritual talks by Fr. O’Hare and the 

Franciscan Friars



Prayer for the Homebound 
Lord, you have a special love for those who are weak, infirm, and dependent. Bless 
the homebound parishioners of our parish as they carry their daily crosses.  May our 

prayers bring them strength and consolation, and the Sacraments sanctify and 
inspire them.  We ask this through Christ our Lord.  Amen.  This week we pray 
especially for the following homebound parishioners: Chris Schreiner, Lillian 

Spragen, Gerry Wagner, Donald Weber, Joseph Zable, and Mary Blanes.

 Adoration Chapel Schedule 
The Adoration Chapel will be open this week from Wednesday 7am through 
Saturday 4pm.  Stay tuned for the schedule week to week as we gradually get back to 
the ordinary 6-day adoration schedule.  Note: maximum seating is 6 chairs.  Adorers 
are to follow the same guidelines as provided by Bishop Burbidge with regard to Mass 
attendance.  For more information, contact Princess Fermin at prinfermin@yahoo.com

Evening of Recollection for Women  
1st Thursday of the Month! 

All women are invited to a monthly evening of prayer, 
confessions, a spiritual talk by Fr. O’Hare, Eucharistic 
Adoration, and social time on the 1st Thursday of the 
month at 7pm. 

See you there!  
Next one will be  
on September 2 

For info contact the parish 
office. 

Evening of Recollection for Men  
3rd Thursday of the Month! 

All men are invited to a monthly evening of prayer, 
confessions, a spiritual talk, Eucharistic Adoration, and 
social time on the 3rd Thursday of the month at 7pm. 

See you there!   
Next one will be on  
September 16 

For info contact the parish 
office. 

SERVICE

New on-line System ~ We Adore Him 
Sign up for an Hour Appointment with Jesus! 

Jesus wants to spend an hour in quiet prayer with you every week!  Sign up 
for a weekly hour of Eucharistic Adoration in our private Adoration Chapel OR 
sign up to be a substitute Adorer (when another Adorer can’t make it).  We 
make it easy with our new on-line system called “We Adore Him”! 
To sign up for an account contact Princess Fermin at 

Special Second Collection This Weekend 

This weekend our second collection supports the annual Mission Cooperative Plan 
Appeal for our diocese.  Our parish mission organization is the Diocese of Alleppey 
(India).   This appeal helps our brothers and sisters who do not have access to basic 
pastoral services that support and grow their faith, like Mass, the sacraments, religious 
education as well as basic needs – like food, shelter and healthcare.   You can support 
these organizations through next week’s 2nd Collection. If donating by check, please 
make your check payable to “St. Louis Church" and put “MCP” in the memo line.  
Through your support, the MCP Appeal helps these mission organizations form vibrant 
faith communities and strengthens the global Church.  Thank you for your generosity!

mailto:prinfermin@yahoo.com


Have an Upcoming 
Wedding Anniversary? 

Please let us know!  If it is a 
significant anniversary 

(ending in a “5” or a “0”) we 
would especially like to 

honor you.  Please contact 
the parish office.

The St. Louis Mothers' Group  
The St. Louis Mothers’ Group continues to meet on 
Wednesdays throughout the summer months from 10-12, 
and we welcome all parish moms (and their children) to join 
us!  Weather permitting, we typically meet in the yard 
facing Walsh Hall, though we will be doing periodic field 
trips as well. For the most up to date info on plans for each 
week, please consider joining our email list or Facebook 
group, where we share announcements, prayer intentions, 
etc. Please contact Theresa Talavera at 571-331-8441 or 
tatalavera@yahoo.com for more information.  

Cantor Auditions 

Do you sing well?  Do you read 
music?  You are invited to 

audition to serve as a Cantor for 
Mass.   Contact our Parish 

Music Director at 
music@saintlouisparish.org or 

call the Parish Office. 

Are You Grieving?  
Are you grieving the loss of a loved one?  You may have lost 
him/her recently or years ago…. Come to a monthly 
opportunity for prayer and conversation. “Grief and Grace” 
begins with a holy half-hour in 
the church followed by informal 
conversation led by Father 
O’Hare.  The next session will 
be Wednesday, September 15, 
12:30pm-2:00pm. 

Collecting Bread for the Hungry! 

Bread for Our Brothers Volunteers- We are looking 
for a few new volunteers to help with our Thursday 
evening bakery collection effort at the Panera in 
Beacon Shopping 
Center.  

For information contact 
Jim McCracken- 
jimmcva@verizon.net. 

FELLOWSHIP

Retrouvaille has helped thousands of couples at all stages of 
disillusionment or misery in their marriage. For confidential 

information about how to register for the program beginning on 
the weekend of October 15, 2021. Please CALL 703.351.7211 or 

visit www.HelpOurMarriage.org

mailto:jimmcva@verizon.net
http://www.helpourmarriage.org/
mailto:music@saintlouisparish.org
mailto:tatalavera@yahoo.com


        

FELLOWSHIP

Come to our next parish 
G.I.G. *God Is Good* !
Featuring Fr. Peffley 

“The Juggling Priest”

What: Night of Fun for all ages!

When: Friday, August 27 (6:30pm - 9:30pm)

Where: St. Louis Church parking lot

Who: All parishioners and their friends

Why: Proceeds support Walsh Hall 
Renovation

Face-painting for kids!
Great food! (hot dogs, tacos, beer, soda)
Short Movie on a Giant Screen!

Fun starts 
at 6:30pm

 Special 
1-hour 
Movie 

begins at 
8:30pm

Event fre
e 

of charge!



Special Thanks for Walsh Hall 
Donations! 

We express special gratitude to the Filipino-
American Ministry of St. Louis Parish for 
taking the initiative to collect and donate 
$5250 for the repair and remodeling of Walsh 
Hall.  We also express gratitude to the 
Spanish Prayer Group of St. Louis Parish for 
their donation of $1000.  May God bless 
everyone for supporting this very worthy project!

 Weekly Maintenance Fund 

St. Louis Parish is a family and every family 
has to save up for future expenses!  Since 
late January we have now been internally 
setting aside 10% of the weekly offertory 
collection in support of important Facilities 
Improvements.   

The updated goal for the Walsh Hall project 
is now $134,000, based on the precise 
estimates that have now been provided to 
us.  The amount indicated in the 
thermometer includes both the 10% of 
weekly offertory as well as donations to the 
“Parish Maintenance Fund."  

As you see the thermometer rise each 
week, you are reminded that your 
donations really do make a lasting 
difference!  As a parish family we can do 
this if we all do our part! 

Current photo of interior damage  

Walsh Hall roof

STEWARDSHIP

Updates on Sarah and Paige 

Sarah Noone (formerly the Parish Music Director) will continue to serve as our full-time Music Teacher in St. Louis 
School.  This summer she chose to step down from her part-time position as Parish Music Director.  Sarah let us know “I 
have decided to follow my greatest passion and pursue singing and performance opportunities within the area, both 
sacred and non-sacred.  I am so grateful for everything I was able and encouraged to do at St. Louis parish.”  We wish 
Sarah the best and are grateful for her continued service! 

Paige Johnson is now serving as the the Co-Coordinator for PreK-12 Faith Formation at our neighboring parish of Good 
Shepherd.  We wish her the best and are very grateful to her for all that she did as DRE here at St. Louis!  



St. Louis Library is Open! 

Our wonderful library collection is 
now available at several locations on 

our parish campus!  Use the self check-
out system and enjoy!  Books can be 

found in the following locations: 
church vestibule; parish office; San 

Damiano Room; St. Francis Room;  
St. Clare Room.   

LEARNING

Happy  Birthday 

Fr. Andrew! 

August 26

Please  
fill out the form 
provided on the 

clipboards

Sacred Liturgy 101 with Fr. Mullaney 

The Sacred Liturgy is the Church’s official public and communal worship. While the celebration of the Eucharist is the 
Church’s principal act of worship, the Liturgy also includes the celebration of the six additional sacraments, the official 
daily prayer of the Church (the Liturgy of the Hours), and liturgies for special celebrations. As the Church’s official 
worship, each of these liturgies has at its heart the celebration of the “Mystery of our Faith” – that is, the Sacred Passion, 
Death and Resurrection of Our Lord Jesus Christ. This mystery, known as the Paschal Mystery, is the continuing work of 
our redemption by Christ and through his Church.  

We, as Catholics, must understand every liturgical celebration first 
and foremost as the work of God – through, with, and in Jesus 
Christ; it is his saving work for us and in us, and only then can we 
understand it as “our work” of responding with praise, thanksgiving, 
supplication and fidelity. This understanding is, with the Spirit’s 
help, the way to a deeper experience of a most profound mystery 
of our faith. Beginning in September 2021, Fr. Mullaney will teach a 
class on the many components of Sacred Liturgy; the historical, 
theological, and supernatural elements of our acts of worship 
thereby resulting in a deeper understanding, and perhaps leading 
to greater holiness! 

Tuesday night from 7-8:30pm 
Wednesday morning from 10-11:30am 
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    C a t h o l i c  D i o c e s e  o f  A r l i n g t o n

A u g u s t  1 2 , 2 0 2 1

Introduction 

In the past decade our culture has seen growing acceptance of transgender ideology—that is, the claim 
that a person’s biological sex and personal identity have no necessary connection and could in fact 
contradict each other. According to this view, “human identity” is self-defined and “becomes the choice of 
the individual.” 1 Consequently, our culture is experiencing a rapid rise in the number of persons claiming 
an identity contrary to their biological sex. Attempts to accommodate such claims already have resulted in 
tremendous upheavals in our social, legal, and medical systems.  

This situation presents a serious challenge for all members of the Church because it presents a view of the 
human person contrary to the truth. It is of particular concern for our young people, as Pope Francis has 
warned:  

Today children—children!—are taught in school that everyone can choose his or her sex. Why are they 
teaching this? 2 

Let us not play with truths. It’s true that behind all this we find gender ideology. In books, kids learn that 
it’s possible to change one’s sex. Could gender, to be a woman or to be a man, be an option and not a 
fact of nature? This leads to this error. Let us call things by their names. 3 

“Gender dysphoria” is a psychological condition in which a biological male or female comes to feel that his 
or her emotional and/or psychological identity does not match his or her biological sex and “experiences 
clinically significant distress” as a result. 4 Situations involving gender dysphoria must always be addressed 
with pastoral charity and compassion rooted in the truth. Any unjust discrimination or needless 
insensitivity in addressing such situations must be avoided and/or corrected.  

At the same time, in responding to this question justly and charitably, one cannot deny or obscure the 
truth of our created nature and human sexuality. Indeed, charity always requires the clear presentation of 
the truth. As Pope Saint Paul VI observed, “[I]t is an outstanding manifestation of charity toward souls to 
omit nothing from the saving doctrine of Christ.” 5 From medicine, natural law, and divine revelation, we 
know that each person is created either male or female, from the moment of conception. “It needs to be 
emphasized,” writes Pope Francis, that “biological sex and the socio-cultural role of sex (gender) can be 
distinguished but not separated … It is one thing to be understanding of human weakness and the 
complexities of life, and another to accept ideologies that attempt to sunder what are inseparable aspects 
of reality.” 6 

This document presents the teaching of the Catholic Church on sexual identity and the transgender issue 
and offers some pastoral observations. It is not intended to anticipate or address every situation. Rather, it 
provides the principles of Catholic teaching to encourage the faithful and to guide them in responding to 
an increasingly difficult cultural situation.  

A  C at e c h e s i s  o n  t h e  H u m a n  P e r s o n  &  G e n d e r
I d e o l o g y

The above is the first page of a 6-page document.   
For the full text go to arlingtondiocese.org

http://arlingtondiocese.org/


Monday Saint Rose of Lima, Virgin
1 Thes 1:1-5, 8b-10; Ps 149:1b-2, 3-4, 5-6a 
and 9b; Mt 23:13-22

Tuesday Feast of Saint Bartholomew, Apostle
Rv 21:9b-14; Ps 145:10-11, 12-13, 17-18;
Jn 1:45-51

Wednesday Saint Louis; Saint Joseph Calasanz, Priest
1 Thes 2:9-13; Ps 139:7-8, 9-10, 11-12ab;
Mt 23:27-32

Thursday 1 Thes 3:7-13; Ps 90:3-5a, 12-13, 14 and 17;

Mt 24:42-51
Friday Memorial of Saint Monica

1 Thes 4:1-8; Ps 97:1 and 2b, 5-6, 10, 11-12;
Mt 25:1-13

Saturday Memorial of Saint Augustine, Bishop and
Doctor of the Church
1 Thes 4:9-11; Ps 98:1, 7-8, 9; Mt 25:14-30

Sunday Twenty-Second Sunday in Ordinary Time
Dt 4:1-2, 6-8; Ps 15:2-3, 3-4, 4-5; Jas 1:17-18,
21b-22, 27; Mk 7:1-8, 14-15, 21-23

Eternal Rest  
Grant Unto Her,  

O Lord! 

LET US PRAY FOR ONE ANOTHER

Ana Maria Membreño 
Alejandro Talavera 

Fr. Francisco Valdivia

ST. LOUIS SCHOOL

Principal Anne Dyke      ~      www.stlouisschool.org      ~      703-768-7732 

Monday, August 23 
6:30am, Intentions of Gingras Family 
7:00am, Intentions of Cathy Coates 
8:45am, +Bob Lee 
Tuesday, August 24 
6:30am, +Dwayne Valdez 
7:00am, +Alhasan Kamara 
8:45am, Intentions of Fr. Andrew Haissig 
6:30pm, Intentions of Richard & Clare Favela 
Wednesday, August 25 
6:30am, Intentions of Steve Winkler 
7:00am, +Fred Tyler 
8:45am, Intentions of Lippert Family 
Thursday, August 26 
6:30am, Intentions of the Blakeman Family           
7:00am, +Paddy Curran 
8:45am, +Fred Tyler 

Friday, August 27 
6:30am, +Dr. Alfredo Balizado 
7:00am, Intentions of Rachel & Jeremy 
Greenland 
8:45am, +David Hsu 
Saturday, August 28 
7:00am, Intentions of Isaiah Naegele 
8:45am, +Dora Mansaray 
5:30pm, Intentions of the Wilgren Family 
Sunday, August 29 
7:00am, +Cherit Yadao 
7:30am, Intentions of the Rosario Family 
8:45am, Intentions of Tallulah Schwartz 
10:30am, Intentions of People of St. Louis 
12:30pm, Intentions of Ruth Lippert 
 3:00pm, +Silvio Peña 

http://www.stlouisschool.org


PABLO’S PAINTING, INC 
Residential Interior & Exterior 

Drywall Repair-Power Washing 
Carpentry - Ext. 

Leaf and Snow Removal 
571-278-1548 

PabloTPaintingInc@yahoo.com 

CUNNINGHAM TURCH FUNERAL HOME
Where caring, compassion and elegance come together 

cunninghamfuneralhome.net 
811 Cameron St. Alexandria                                   703-549-1800

          monicasims100@gmail.com 
34  Years  Helping  Families  Make  Educated  Home  Decisions 

 FREE  Home  Analysis  &  Future  Planning 

MONICA SIMS 
 NVAR Top Producer 

   Associate Broker, Parishioner 

 703 - 626 - 1212

Woodlawn Tree Service
JIM NELSON, Professional Arborist

Serving N. VA Since 1977 - Fully Insured

Trimming • FIREWOOD
Dead Wooding • Shrubbery Care

Tree & Stump Removals • Pruning

703-780-8040

www.woodlawntree.com

SUMMERSPECIAL!
With This Coupon

Ex. 9/30/18

15% OFF
SUMMER 
SPECIAL 
15% OFF 
With this Coupon 

Ex. 9/30/21 

Theresa Kritcher 
Artist 

Paintings, Prints,  
 Gift Ideas

703-509-7306
terricolor@aol.com 

St. Louis Parishioner

 (703)587-5679   carlosturcios21@gmail.com

Family-Owned Business  
serving DC, MD, and 

Northern VA 
Since 1985

Personally recommended  
by Fr. O’Hare
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Your Ad Here 
Contact Ignacio 

admin@saintlouisparish.org 

Consider 
Remembering 
Your Parish in 

Your Will. 

For further 
information 
please call 
the Parish 

Office.

Your Ad Here 

Contact Ignacio 
admin@saintlouisparish.org

Your Ad Here 
Contact Ignacio 

admin@saintlouisparish.org 

http://cunninghamfuneralhome.net
mailto:monicasims100@gmail.com
mailto:terricolor@aol.com

