
Before becoming Catholic, Chesterton acknowledged 

the fact that he was ushering many others into the Church 

without having entered it himself. He is still ushering them in. 

It was not until 1922, at the age of 48, when Chesterton was received into the Roman Catholic

Church. 

Five years after he finally entered the Church, Chesterton wrote The Catholic Church and

Conversion. He says that although all roads lead to Rome, each pilgrim is tempted to talk as if

all roads had been like his own road. “The Church is a house with a hundred gates; and no two

men enter at exactly the same angle.” 

Chesterton describes conversion like this: The convert takes his first step rather unwittingly

when he decides he’s going to be fair to the Catholic Church. This important first step leads to

a long and enjoyable second step, which is the utter fascination of learning what the Catholic

Church really does teach. Chesterton says this is the most pleasant part of the business,

“easier than joining the Catholic Church and much easier than trying to live the Catholic life."

But then comes the final stage: fear. “It’s one thing,” says Chesterton, “to conclude that

Catholicism is good and another to conclude that it is right. It is one thing to conclude that is

right and another to conclude that it is always right.” At that delicate last stage, Chesterton

observes that it is no longer the Church’s enemies who are holding the convert back, but “only

the word of a Catholic can keep him from Catholicism. One foolish word from inside does

more harm than a hundred thousand foolish words from outside.” 

Every era tries to create a new religion, something more befitting the age, but new religions

are only suited to what is new. And what is new is soon old. Chesterton argues that the

Catholic Church has all the freshness of a new religion, but it also has the richness of an old

religion. It does not change with people’s tastes. In the Church he found freedom. Dizzying

freedom, he claimed. This is revealed in one of the most challenging statements Chesterton

ever made: “To become a Catholic is not to leave off thinking, but to learn how to think.”

It may surprise some to know that Chesterton was

raised as a Unitarian. His discovery of “orthodox”

Christianity (as described in his book Orthodoxy),

led him first to the Church of England in 1901, which

he said later was simply his own uncompleted

conversion to Catholicism. 
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