DECEMBER 24, 2023 ‘i‘ FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT
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iInvitando a |as personas a partiCipar aCtivalmente en la Vida de Cristo!
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December 20, 2023

STATEMENT FROM BISHOP BARRON
On Monday, the Dicastery for the Doctrine of Faith, with the approval of Pope Francis, published
a declaration entitled Fiducia Supplicans, which has given rise to a good deal of commentary and
controversy. The document allows for the possibility of blessing those in irregular or same-sex
relationships. Despite some misleading reporting in the media, Fiducia Supplican in no way
sanctions irregular bonds or changes the Church’s teaching on marriage and sexuality. It further
specifies that no liturgical blessing can be offered to those in such unions, but rather an informal
pastoral blessing. This latter benediction is a calling forth of the divine grace to help those who
receive it to live more fully in accord with God’s will and to enhance whatever is good, true, and
beautiful in their lives.

| believe that the declaration is very much congruent with the pastoral instincts of Pope Francis,
who always wants to remind those who are living the Christian life in a less than perfect way that
they are, nevertheless, loved and cherished by God. To all of Jesus’ brothers and sisters, the
Church should never fail to be a source of welcome, compassion, and blessing.

Solemnity of the Blessed
I Christmas Eve o Virgin Mary

| Sunday, December 24 o Mass
| 400 PN Monday, December 25 JE ¥ January 1t

| 7:30 PM (Espariol) 5, @ : 7 ;bjg 2024
9:30pm Christmas Carols ' > 9:00 AM
I 10:00 PM

Christmas DayI

MASS TIMES Parish Office Hours
Saturday:  5:15 pm Monday-Thursday
Sunday: 9:00 am (Broadcast on KATE 1450 AM) 8:00 am-4:00 pm
11:00 am (Espafiol) Closed Friday
Nursing Home Masses - 2:00 pm : ;
1gst Thursday - All St. Johns Locagions Offices Close Daily

o 9:00-9:45 am for Mass (except Monday)
o 12:00-1:00 pm for lunch

2nd Thursday - Good Samaritan
3rd Thursday - Thorne Crest
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FROM THE DESK OF FR. KURT MASS SCHEDULE & INTENTIONS

Merry Christmas! Tuesday, December 26 & Wednesday, December 27, 2023
NO MASS

' The waiting is over and finally the joy for rejoicing has

arrived. The longed for Messiah has entered into our Rosary Church
world. God has taken on our human nature and therefore | Dec 28 | 9:00am Mass Church
it will never be the same again. T Tony & Frances Bok by Gerry
Christmas is a wonderful time for priests because we don't have to Fri | 8:30am Rosary Church
say much to bring out the meaning of the liturgical experience. Dec 29 | 9:00am _ Mass | Chureh
Christmas speaks loudly and clearly all by itself. God loves us, God 1 Jack Bloomguist by Rosemary Bloomauist
loves us and God loves us! Sat | 4:00pm Confession Church
| have experienced so much love from you these six and a half years | D6¢30 | 4:45pm Rosary Church
dl teful to God and to the Bishop for giving me thi 5:15pm Mass Church
er]sigr?%ne?:t) grateful to God and to the Bishop for giving me this + MaryAnn Wilder by family
. ' . . Sun | 8:30am Rosary Church
During the Mass, celebrating the Feast of thg Sacred Heart this year, | pec 31 | 8:00am Solemnity of Mary Vigil Mass Church
| was able to offer to God an act of thanksgiving for each and every 1 Living & deceased family members of Judy
one of you. | might forget a name or two but | never forget an act of Popp-Anderson
kindness and there has been so many of those given to me these 11:00am Spanish Mass
past years. Thank you so much for being so supportive of me as your For all Parishioners and those listed inour | Church
pastor. |look forward to, with great longing, the marvelous book of intentions
experiences that God has in store for us together. Mon
Jan 1 9:00am Solemnity of Mary Mass Church
LOVGlnChrlSt .0...0....................0. .....
Father Kurt Farvell : Welcome: We welcome the following into the church family :
through the Sacrament of Baptisms. °
2023 CATHOLIC MINISTRY APPEAL o+ Elias John Grzybowski son of Keith & Angelina o
Goal $54,208.00 |e Grzybowski BAPTISM ®
Amount received (12/15/23) $51,278.00 ; e Mariana & Alondra Rose Gutierrez Ambriz daugthers of Jose :
. i ° Guadalupe Gutierrez & Rosalina Ambriz °
We'r Sgatlhol:colr\ﬂln;ggrgo.%g;l)iatl (rCM'hA) r qoal ® ¢ Julian Cesar Ambriz son of Julio Cesar & Taylor Joyce Ambriz :
=l GlekE R SIS TR ELI ekl : o Fatima Ambriz - Becerra son of Jose Guadalupe & Elizabeth °
SACRIFICIAL GIVING o Ambriz °
_o We celebrate the blessing of their beautiful eternal souls and may we help  ®
ec 11-1o, ® them grow to be the saints the Lord has called them to be.
Dec 11- 18, 2023 them grow to be the saints the Lord h lled them to b :
[ J
Adult Envelopes Offertory ImprovementFund |g g o000 0000000000000 00006060006060a0e e’
$10.953.50 $1,53762 $130.00 We pray for the following family who mourn the loss _ “_
DAILY SCRIPTURE READINGS of their loved one: mow B
. L oughits
Mon: 12/25 |Is 62:11-12, Ps 97:1, 6, 11-12. o ®Peggy Lenore Raleigh (died December 15, 2023) >
Ti 3:4-7 Lk 2:15-20 We pray the Lord will bring their souls peace, mercy and eternal
we: 11 22//22;3 '?‘jts ?:$'10i 7:54-59 ‘l}/lt ;83117'22(’ - rest and comfort for their families during this difficult time.
ed: nii- n ZU:1a ana -
Thu: 12/28 |1 Jn 1:5—2:2 Mt 2:13-18 = ] ] . i
Fri:  12/29 |1 Jn 2:3-11 Lk 2:22-35 g ; UnltedWaV Winter Gear Drive drOp boxes are located in the
Sat: 12/30 |1 Jn 2:12-17 Lk 2:36-40 [ parish office, bgck access of the church, and the schoollthrough
Sun: 12/31 | Sir 3:2-6, 12-14 Ps 128:1-2, 3, 4-5. % Jgnuary. Anythmg d§S|gned to keep a person warm during our cold
Col 3:12-21 or 3:12-17 LK 2:22-40 Minnesota winters will be accepted.

Date Intention Eligibility is based on household income & available to homeowners

- - - and renters. Call 800.944.3281 or go to www.semcac.org. Funds
Jan 7 |t Greg Freese & for recovery of illness in our family by Kathy Freese available until gone so sign up right away!
Additional Sponsors Needed

W @ ., o i o ey o

Jan 14 Sponsors Needed The Catholic Shoppe
Jan 21 t Louise Yost by family & friends A wonderful assortment of rosaries are among
Additional Sponsors Needed our many items. Rosaries are sold in gold or
- - silver colored metals in an assortment of clear,
‘ NO Loaves & Fishes colored crystal, smooth, round or wooden
(f Monday, January 1st, 2024 beads. With rosary prices $5 or less, you're sure
OAVY ’ ’ to find something you'll like!
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THIS WEEK’S ACTIVITIES & REMINDERS

LITURGICAL MINISTERS

New Year’s Eve
No Additional Activities

Parish Office Closed
No Additional Activities

Parish Office Closed for Christmas
December 25 & 26, 2023

NO DAILY MASS
December 26 & 27, 2023

Catholic Men’s Retreat

Annual Schoenstatt
Men’s Weekend Retreat
January 26-28, 2024
Sleepy Eye, MN

Join other men as we delve into

our faith, helped by the Schoenstatt's Movement's spirituality of
living an everyday sanctity. This retreat include talks, meditations,
sharing, individual prayer, silence and reflection, the celebration of
the Eucharist, Adoration and opportunities for spiritual consultation
and the Sacrament of Reconciliation.
To register, email your name, address, phone and a contact email
address to schoenstattmn@gmail.com or call 507-794-7727

RED CROSS | Red Cross Blood Drive
BH{{;E December 27, 2023

12 noon-6pm in Marian Hall.

For an appointment call 1-800-RED-CROSS.

Helpers Still Needed

Taking down (1/10/24 5:30-6:30 PM)
Go to sttheo.org to sign up or contact the parish office!

The Holy Father’s Intention for January 2024
FORTHEGIFT OF DIVERSITY IN THE CHURCH

s el il B TG
Let us pray thatithe Spirit help us recognize the gift of different charisms
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W | Those participating in the Children’s Christmas

Pageant, please arrive by 3:15pm, Sunday,
December 24, Please go down to the

church basement and put your costume on.
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December 25th & 26th Saturday, Sunday,
Church & Parish Office Close for Christmas December 30, 2023 December 31, 2023
No School 5:15 pm 9:00am
Dec 27 Red Cross 1B(;<_>101c; rI;)]rlve Set Up Marian Hall Accompanist 8D Aaron Bartz
Faith Formation Adoration Church Cantor Stephanie Redman TBD
7-8pm
Lectors Mary Larscheid Catherine Bubolt
Thurs No School i I n® BUbo™
Dec 28 Hispanic Choir Practice Church/Church Servers Everett & Noah Schone Emilie & Sophia Troster
6:30-8pm Basement ]
- No School Nenggg;:] LET] Accompanish Cantor
n : TBD Betsy Schultz
Dec 29 Adoration Church/Chapel Jan 1, 2024 y
9:30am-6:30pm . ‘
Hispanic Adoration Church FAITH FO]RMWN m
6:30-8pm
Sat RCIA Classes Parish Meeting Children’s Christmas Pageant & Mass:
9am-12pm Sunday, December 24th, 4:00pm

Holiday Break!
No Faith Formation Classes on the following dates:
Wednesdays: Dec. 27, Jan. 3

Sundays: Dec. 24t Dec. 31st

The 11t Grade Confirmation students hope to bring comfort & joy to
others this Christmas! Students in Mandy Grzybowski's class gathered
for their annual Salvation Army - Community Service Project, providing

items to benefit the needy in our own community. All were grateful for

helplng bring happlness to those in need thls hollday season.

) We hope everyone has a great Winter Break, our
| students will return to school on Wed., Jan. 3, 2024.

We hope you all have a very Merry Christmas and a
Happy New Year! Enjoy this Holiday
Season with family and friends!

Have a blessed weekend,
St. Theodore Catholic School

€

We are Changing our Emergency Contact Format!
Starting the new year, we are moving to Flocknote as our email
and texting format to get information out to our parishioners when
there are updates or cancelations, especially due to weather or
funerals. If you would like to receive email or text updates and/or cancelation
notices please fill out a card located at the back and chapel accesses of the

within the Christian tommunlty EUCRCN RO RUERCWESHARIEERIIEN church and drop them off in the collection basket or call the parish office at
tradltlons in the heart of the Catholic Church.

373-0603. Thank you!
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507-377-1333 MEXICAN RESTALRANT |
~ Accounting Services ) Ben J. Bartelt
Bookkeeping, Payroll, & Tax Preparation 507-373-9194 Agent/Parishioner

Heather Benda-Parishioner
Lance Skov www.plazamorenarestaurant.com 507-377-0227
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Matt & Ellen Raleigh Englneers? Surveyors 1410 Olsen Dr.  Albert Lea, MN 56007
Parishioners (507)-373-6650
373-4876 ¢ Brian J. Johnson www.albertleaelectric.com

) SOUTHSIDE Helping to beautifully preserve your memories. géd /é éé BEAUTY
Senior Resources CUSTOM Mandy Grzybowsk renes  SALON
of Freebom County 507-373-4164 Creative Memories 306 Mijg Ave
Call us at 377-7433 SPH G Consultant et e K SEoo7
- . . Mechanic ™ 507-383-1558 Charlene Kukuzke
Serving Seniors in programs of Collision Repair # Insurance Estimates cm Ay b;)w@-me com Owner & Parishioner
Ride Services Advocacy Chore 1401 S.E. Broadway, Albert Lea gzy ' < Your Family Hair Care Center
: The 0. /%
Bisek Gardens 24/7 Cleaning
Sweet Corn Linda Bisek Emergency Experts
Sweet Bicolors 425 W. 11th St. Service
In Season Albert Lea 124 W Clark St 373-9850 FUNERAL & CREMATION SERVICES
WE SPECIALIZE IN 2210 E. Main St., Albert L
Open daily noon-6pm  373-4566 373-6161 WATER, SMOKE SOOT, DAVAGE GLEAN-UP Phone: 3752461 » 1.800.204-2461
payview Freebo,, Knights of Columbus ; Ty Knights of Columbus S{SVELKO[;}.)L?W OFFICE
N V— Council 1590 1590 Women's Auxiliary enat Pari h
FUNERAL HOME Albert Lea, MN 0 Il Cathali el
“We can cross this bridge together.” A Catholic Fraternal Organization pen to all Lathalic 302 E. Main St. 507.552.5291
JOSH FOSSUM 1415 Huy. 13N g ‘;Wﬂ Women 18 & over
Director/M Albert Lea, MN 56007
Erlnr*:eaﬁl:ai:lfogzg;;iewfuneral.com Phonee: (56517) 373-4330 3 73- 56 78 dsavel koul@savelkoul law.com
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Please Support Our Advertisers
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. g . Communi Vacations, /nc REALTORS
Flndlng SOlutlonS“‘ contact TRUST OUR EXPERIENCE. LOVE YOUR VAGATION. 204 S. Washinst
One Client At A Time. - rashmeton
Catherine Buboltz 636 E. 11th Street, Albert Lea, MN ‘ m Wis TERRY FOX
Ave. SE .
111 By ave (507) 373-2311 Since 1967 378063 EeSIIeS.
albertlealaw.com www.ThorneCrest.net Vacations, Honeymoons, Cruises,| 1 5va3osaoes oLl FREE
373-6491 THORNE Escorted Tours and More! (507) 373-0115 CELL
oty tmfox@me.com
Daniel Kolker  Matthew Benda CREST 507-373-4705 @
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e Consignment
Auction

The Catholic Shoppe

Located in St. Theodore Parish Office

Open Monday-Thursday ¢ 8:00AM-4:00 PM e Estate Sale

: - . | ;
Come and check out our selection of religious books, gift and so much more! Auction
St. Theodore Parish ST. THEODORE .

PRAYER CHAIN e Charity

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED

Norma Kane - . Auction
Money Counters 507-279-9828 0 n l-l ne A u ct ion

Ushers " Jkane_1981@yahoo.co.* Contact No. 507-552-3911 e Mobile No. 507-318-0783

Altar Servers Can also take requests in Spanish . . . -
Quilting Group Members I Website: www.amonlineauction.hibid.com
(SREE D G (v ® Oa@ Hieiiam Email:  amonlineauction@yahoo.com
Please contact the parish S emcac Langzes% !\!(I)Ig;eeycﬁksgach
office at 507-373-0603 oA 373-1329 Albert Lea MN 56007




