
CHRISTMAS: THE REASON FOR THE SEASON
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We have successfully begun Advent, the church new year. Advent this 
year heralds a song of hope for all those who are in tears. We are gradually 
relieved from the chains of Covid 19. Yet, fears and anxieties are not over. 
Advent has significance because it is a season of looking forward and waiting for 
something greater: both for the annual celebration of our Lord's birth and for 
the time when Christ will come again. Advent is the period that every year 
introduces us to Christmas and its Mystery.

Christmas is celebrated in many ways. We exchange gifts, partake in the 
Holy Mass, decorate our homes and Christmas trees, and enjoy a family or 
community dinner. I think there's going to be a lot more creativity in 
celebrating Christmas. But perhaps the tradition that most warms the heart is 
the sound of Christmas music. Of all the songs ever sung at Christmas time, the 
most wonderful of all was the song of the exaltation of an angel of the Lord that 
was heard by the shepherds while tending their flocks on the night of Christ's 
birth. (Lk 2: 10-11, 13-14) Sometimes, in the hustle and bustle of our lives and 
the pandemic, we forget that the true meaning of Christmas was given to us by 
the angelic host that holy night long ago. Christmas is the commemoration of 
the birth of the Prince of Peace, Jesus Christ, whose message would truly be 
one of good tidings and great joy, peace, and goodwill.

The Christmas story is one of simplicity. Our Lord and Saviour was 
born in a manger with only his mother and father. His guests were a shepherd, a 
few animals, and the three magi. It is a heart-warming reminder of the true 
reason for the season. This year has been difficult for all of us, but we cling to 

Hope. That amidst all the confusion and fear that 
the pandemic has brought, God is with us, has 
always been, and will always be with us. 

Christmas celebrates the Incarnation, 
Emmanuel, “God-with-us”. God's Word 
becomes flesh, becomes human. As Pope 
Benedict XVI reminds us in Verbum Domini: 
“The Word was 'abbreviated'…the eternal word 
became small – small enough to fit into a manger. 
He became a child so that the word could be 
grasped by us. Now the word is not simply 
audible; not only does it have a voice, now the 
word has a face, one which we can see: that of 
Jesus of Nazareth” (n. 12). These words of the 
Holy Father echo the mystery that we celebrate at 
Christmas. When we contemplate the child of 
Bethlehem, we are invited to see the world as 



God sees the world and to hope that God's dream, 
longing, and promise will be fulfilled. The birth of 
this child, like the birth of every child, is a 
powerful sign that God continues to hope, to 
dream, and to keep his promise of a world made 
new.

The Incarnation we celebrate at Christmas 
is not just that the Word became flesh in the womb 
of Mary and entered human history in the person 
of Jesus Christ. We celebrate that this same Word 
of God becomes flesh today – in us and the 
community. The Incarnate Word continues to act 
in human history here and now. By becoming our 
brother, Jesus bound us more intimately to the 
family of God – and so to one another. As the Word 
continues to take flesh in us, we recognize one 
another as brothers and sisters. This recognition 
changes everything. Thomas Mer ton has 
addressed its challenge to us in these words: “His 
place is with those who do not belong, who are 
rejected by power, because they are regarded as 
weak, with those who are discredited, who are 
denied their status of persons, who are tortured, 
bombed and exterminated. With those for whom 
there is no room, Christ is present in this world.” 

Brethren, here we are, nearly at the end of 
another year. And what a year this has been! You 
don't need me to remind you of the challenges 
which this pandemic has thrown up and how the 
year has been the most extraordinary year of all 
our lives. The disruption caused to our familiar 
activities and routines has been incalculable. 
  Every Christmas, God invites us to dream, 
to hope, and to see the world through the eyes of 
the Redeemer. Through this celebration of 
Christmas, may God renew our hope and our 
hearts, and fill us with joy so that we may preach 
the Gospel ever anew!

In conclusion, I would like to offer my 
heartfelt thanks to you all for your commitment 
and contributions, to the overall growth of our 
Divine Providence Province; and at this festive 
period of peace and goodwill, to which I add hope 
for even brighter prospects to come in the New 
Year, I wish you all the compliments of the season 
and my very best wishes for a happy and successful 
2022.

Let us spread more hope, peace, joy, and 
love this Season!
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December Calendar
  

Dec. 01 - DGMS Canonical Visit

Dec. 02 - DGMS Canonical Visit

Dec. 03 - Meeting with Chengalput Bishop

Dec. 04- World Differently Abled Day in Bangalore

Dec. 05 - Provincialate CanonicalV isit

Dec. 06 - Provincialate CanonicalV isit

Dec. 07 - Meeting with the Archbishop of Chennai

Dec. 08 - Mass at RN Kandigai

Dec. 10 - 12 - CanonicalV isit inV atluru Community

Dec. 13 -15 - CanonicalV isit in Koppaka Community

Dec. 17-19 - CanonicalV isit inW arangal Residence

Dec. 22 - Provincial Council Meeting

Dec. 25 - Christmas Mass in Thandayarpet, Chennai



can say: “I am Church!” The Church is truly your 
home! We, all of us together, are Church, because 
Jesus chose to be our friend. The Church – and 
this is something we need to learn more and more 
in the synodal process we have begun – “is not a 
community of people who are perfect, but a 
community of disciples on a journey, who follow 
the Lord because they know they are sinners and 
in need of his forgiveness” ( Catechesis, 13 April 
2016). In this people which, guided by God’s 
word, advances amid the events of history, 
“everyone has a part to play; no one is a mere 
extra” ( Address to the Faithful of Rome, 18 
September 2021). For this reason, each of you is 
also called to make his or her own contribution to 
the synodal journey. I am convinced that, if it truly 
becomes “a participative and inclusive ecclesial 
process” [2], the Church community will be 
genuinely enriched.

 Sad to say, even today many of you “are 
treated as foreign bodies in society”; you can “feel 

“You are my friends” (Jn 15:14)

Dear Brothers and Sisters!

 As we celebrate your International Day, 
I would like to speak directly to all of you who 
live with any condition of disability, to tell you 
that the Church loves you and needs each of 
you for the fulfilment of her mission at the 
service of the Gospel.

Jesus, Our Friend
 Jesus is our friend! That is what he told 
his disciples at the Last Supper (cf. Jn 15:14). 
His words also speak to us; they shed light on 
the mystery of our close relationship to him as 
members of his Church. “Friendship with Jesus 
cannot be broken. He never leaves us, even 
though at times it appears that he keeps silent. 
When we need him, he makes himself known 
to us; he remains at our side wherever we go” 
(Christus Vivit, 154). We Christians have 
received a gift: access to the heart of Jesus and 
friendship with him. It is a privilege and a blessing, 
and it becomes our vocation: we are called to be 
friends of Jesus!

 Having Jesus as a friend is an immense 
consolation. It can turn each of us into a grateful 
and joyful disciple, one capable of showing that 
our frailties are no obstacle to living and 
proclaiming the Gospel. In fact, a trusting and 
personal friendship with Jesus can serve as the 
spiritual key to accepting the limitations that all of 
us have, and thus to be at peace with them. This in 
turn can lead to a joy that “fills hearts and lives” ( 
Evangelii Gaudium, 1), since, as a great exegete 
has written, friendship with Jesus is “a spark that 
kindles the fire of enthusiasm”. [1]

The Church is your Home
 Baptism makes each one of us a full-
fledged member of the Church community, so 
that all of us, without exclusion or discrimination, D
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that [you] exist without belonging and without 
participating” and that “much still prevents [you] 
from being fully enfranchised” (Fratelli Tutti, 98). 
Discrimination continues to be all too present at 
various levels of society; it feeds on prejudice, 
ignorance and a culture that finds it hard to 
appreciate the inestimable value of each person. 
In particular, the continuing tendency to regard 
disabilities – which are the result of the 
interaction between social barriers and each 
person's limitations – as if they were a kind of 
disease, contributes to keeping your lives separate 
and stigmatizing you.

 As far as the Church’s life is concerned, 
“the worst form of discrimination… is the lack of 
spiritual care” (Evangelii Gaudium, 200). 
Sometimes, as certain of you have unfortunately 
experienced, this has taken the form of denying 
access to the sacraments. The Church’s 
magisterium is very clear in this area, and recently 
the Directory for Catechesis stated explicitly that 
“no one can deny the sacraments to persons with 
disabilities” (No. 272). When we experience such 
discrimination, it is precisely our friendship with 
Jesus, that all of us have received as an undeserved 
gift, which redeems us and enables us to perceive 
differences as a treasure. For Jesus does not call us 
servants, women and men of lesser dignity, but 
friends: confidants worthy of knowing all that he 
has received from the Father (cf. Jn 15:15).

In times of hardship
 Jesus’ friendship protects us in moments 
of difficulty. I am well aware that the Covid-19 
pandemic, from which we are struggling to 
emerge, continues to have grave repercussions on 
many of your lives. I think, for example, of your 
being forced to stay at home for long periods of 
time; the difficulty experienced by many students 
with disabilities in accessing aids to distance 
learning; the lengthy interruption of social care 
services in a good number of countries; and many 
other hardships that you have had to face. Above 
all, I think of those of you who live in residential 
facilities and the pain of forced separation from 
your loved ones. In those places, the virus hit hard 
and, despite the dedication of caretakers, it has 
taken all too many lives. Know that the Pope and 
the Church are especially close to you, with love 
and affection!

 The Church stands beside those of you 
who are still struggling with the Coronavirus. As 
always, she insists that everyone be provided with 
treatment, and that disabilities not prevent access 
to the best care available. In this regard, some 
Episcopal Conferences, such as that of England 
and Wales [3], and the United States, [4] have 
already intervened to demand respect for the 
right of everyone, without discrimination, to 
medical care.D
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The Gospel is for everyone

 Our vocation arises from our friendship 
with the Lord. He has chosen us to bear much 
fruit, fruit that will remain (cf. Jn 15:16). As the 
true vine, he wants every branch, in union with 
him, to bear fruit.Y es, Jesus wants us to attain “the 
happiness for which we were created. He wants us 
to be saints and not to settle for a bland and 
mediocre existence” (Gaudete et Exsultate, 1).

 The Gospel is also for you! Its message is 
addressed to everyone; it is a word of consolation 
and, at the same time, a summons to conversion. 
The Second Vatican Council, in speaking of the 
universal call to holiness, teaches that “all the 
faithful of Christ of whatever rank or status, are 
called to the fullness of the Christian life and to 
the perfection of charity… In order that the 
faithful may reach this perfection, they must use 
their strength accordingly as they have received it, 
as a gift from Christ… They must devote 
themselves with all their being to the glory of God 
and the service of their neighbor” (Lumen 
Gentium, 40).

 The Gospels show that whenever persons 
with disabilities met Jesus, their lives changed 
profoundly, and they became his witnesses. Such 
was the case, for example, of the man blind from 
birth who, after being healed by Jesus, boldly 
declared to everyone that Jesus was a prophet (cf. 
Jn 9:17). Many others joyfully proclaimed what 
the Lord had done for them.

 I know that some of you live in situations 
that are not easy. I would like to speak personally 
to each of you, and I ask that, if necessary, your 
family members or those closest to you read my 
words to you, or convey my appeal. I ask you to 
pray. The Lord listens attentively to the prayers of 

those who trust in him. No one should say: “I don’t 
know how to pray”, because, as the Apostle says, 
“the Spirit comes to the aid of our weakness; for 
we do not know how to pray as we ought, but the 
Spirit himself intercedes with inexpressible 
groanings” (Rom 8:26). In the Gospels, Jesus 
always listens to those who turn to him, however 
haltingly, even with a small sign (cf. Lk 8:44) or a 
cry for help (cf. Mk 10:47). Prayer is a mission, a 
mission accessible to everyone, and I would like to 
entrust that mission in a particular way to you. 
There is no one so frail that he or she cannot pray, 
worship the Lord, give glory to his holy Name and 
intercede for the salvation of the world. In the 
sight of the Almighty, we come to realize that we 
are all equal.

 Dear brothers and sisters, today your 
prayers are more urgently needed than ever 
before. Saint Teresa of Avilawrote that “at times of 
difficulty, God’s friends need to be strong in order 
to support those who are weak”. [5] This time of 
pandemic has clearly shown us that we are all 
weak and vulnerable: “We have realized that we 
are all on the same boat, fragile and disoriented, 
but at the same time important and needed; all of 
us are called to row together”. [6] The primary 
way to do so is precisely by praying. This is 
something each of us can do; and even if, like 
Moses, we will have need of support (cf. Ex 
17:10), we are confident that the Lord will hear 
our plea.

 To all of you I send my prayerful 
greetings and good wishes. May the Lord bless 
you, and may Our Lady watch over you always.

Pope Francis
Holy Father

Rome, Saint John Lateran, 
20 November 2021 
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The l  VisitCanonica

Kumbakonam: Our community had its 
canonical visit on November 27 and 28, 2021. We 
began with a prayer followed by a time of personal 
sharing with our Provincial, Rev. Fr. Ronald. In 
the evening, we had a celebration which consisted 
of a variety of different programs with our 
evening school children. On Sunday, Holy Mass 
was celebrated by the Provincial Superior. The 
parishioners welcomed and honoured him. After 
the Mass, the members from the various 
substations, Legion of Mary, Guanellian youth, 
GLM, and choir members met our Fr. Provincial. 
The meeting was interactive, as guests were able 
to pose questions and receive answers from the 
Provincial Superior. In the afternoon, the local 
confreres had a meeting with the provincial 
superior. The visit was an opportune time for 
Guanellians in Kumbakonam to review their life 
and mission. 

Mission Sunday 

Kumbakonam: Propelled by the Word of God, 
the parishioners of Divine Providence Church 
organized a celebration to mark their annual 
Mission Sunday observance. The well-planned 
and implemented Fancy Fete and Mission Sunday 
celebration took place on November 14th. The 
whole day was spent as a family on the church 
campus. Festivities began with a solemn Holy 
Mass officiated by Fr. Bernandas, the parish priest. 
It was followed by the Fancy Fete, which included 
many eatery stalls, game booths, and tea. 
Religious articles were set up and items were 

auctioned off. The day was filled with enjoyable 
events that kept the parish community united in 
action for the missionary cause. The objective of 
the programme was to do charity and contribute 
to the mission. 

 Children's Day Celebration 

Krishnaperi: On the 15th of November 2021, 
we observed the Children's Day celebration in our 
Veeramamunivar High School . The teachers and 
all the students were happy to participate in this 
event. Mr. Durai, the Headmaster of the School, 
organized the program for the day and teachers 
ran games and other activities for the students. 
Students, who won prizes in the competitions, 
received their gifts from Fr. Navis, the Superior of 
the Krishnaperi Community. Fr. Chandra Navis, 
the special invitee, gave a speech to mark 
Ch i ld ren ' s  Day. F r. Antony  Samy, the 
correspondent of the school, gave a speech about 
the freedom and responsibility of the children. 
After the celebration, Tr. Radhakrishnan provided 
delicious food for all the participants. 
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Canonical Visit of 
the Provincial Superior  

Krishnaperi:  Fr. Ronald, the Provincial 
Superior, made a canonical visit to our 
community on the 28th of November 2021. He 
began his visit with prayer followed by personal 
sharing of the confreres . Later that evening, there 
was an hour of adoration followed by a talk from 
Fr. Ronald on the Year of St. Joseph. He spoke of 
the importance of being a good father to the 
people. The following day, we had the Eucharistic 
celebration together with the students. In the 
homily Fr. Ronald spoke about the significance of 
rules and regulations in life and how everything is 
governed by them. We all need to follow them for 
our growth and maturation. In conclusion, we had 
a community meeting with the Provincial where 
he mentioned the roles and duties of every 
confrere. Fr. Ronald's message was one of 
strength that will support us through our life and 
mission. 

Foundation Stone for 
Presbytery in the Parish

Krishnaperi: On  the first Sunday of Advent, Fr. 
Ronald, the Provincial Superior, laid a foundation 
stone for the presbytery of the Parish Priest in our 
parish, St. John de Britto Church on 28th of 
November 2021,. This date was also significant 
because it marked the completion of the third 
year of the installation of the parish. During the 
Eucharistic celebration, Fr. Ronald explained 
about the coming of Christ and how the church 
welcomes all to conversion and life in Christ. 
After Mass, the parish people prepared delicious 
food for all who participated in the Mass and 
event.

Corona Virus Relief  Work

Krishnaperi: The coronavirus has touched the 
lives of so many people. While it is vital to pray for 
those affected people, it is also important to feed 
their bodies as well. A part of our mission was to 
perform charitable works to benefit them; we 
gave 5 kg of rice and other foodstuffs to those 
suffering. We prepared 50 bags which consisted of 
Rs. 1000 and distributed these bags to the 
differently abled and the poor in our parish and 
those living in neighboring villages. In addition to 
food, we extended our services to include 
educational help for poor students. The recipients 
were happy to be the beneficiaries of this 
providence. We extend our gratitude to God for 
the providence and to the provincial council for 
their generous hearts. 
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Feast Day of Mother of 
Divine Providence

Sivagangai: In Yesuvanam, we celebrated the 
Feast Day of Mother of Divine Providence on 
November 12th with our Special Children, Staff, 
and our family of benefactors. In preparation for 
the feast and to deepen our knowledge and faith in 
the Mother of Divine Providence, we had a nine-
day novena for a particular intention. Fr. C. 
Jesudoss SdC, Asst. Parish Priest of R.S. 
Mangalam, was the main celebrant for the Feast 
Day Mass. Fr. Micheal SdC delivered the homily 
on our Founder's faith in our Mother of Divine 
Providence. At the conclusion of the Holy Mass, 
Fr. Superior thanked the community. We finished 
the feast “feeling like chicks under the wings of a 
mother”.

Online Seminar on To be 
God-centered and 
Spiritually rooted

Sivagangai: The Postulants participated in an 
International Online Seminar providing support 
to Religious Formees. The focus of the seminar 

was “How to be God-centered and spiritually 
rooted” and took place from the 15th to 19th of 
November. The following were the specific topics 
of the seminar:  1. Call of God and the Cost of 
Discipleship, 2. God Experience, 3. Meditation 
and Contemplation – Practical Guidance, 4. 
Discernment of God's Will, and 5. Essentials of 
Religious Life. The Brothers commented, in the 
seminar evaluation, that the program was very 
informative and helped them to feel God's 
spiritual manifestation, love, and grace.

Back to School: On Reopening of 
Evening schools post lockdown

"The roots of education are bitter, but the fruit 
is sweet." ~ Aristotle

Chennai: Schools were closed in many countries 
for some time during the COVID-19 pandemic as 
part of mitigation efforts to reduce transmission 
of SARS-CoV-2. For the students, staff, and 
school managements, the wait has been one filled 
with doubts, challenges, uncertainties, and new 
lessons. Currently, several countries have fully or 
partially re-opened schools or are in the process 
of doing so. The most significant aspect of the 
continued unlocking of public activity during the 
COVID-19 pandemic is the decision of many 
States of India to reopen schools in November. 
After a gap of nearly 10 months, school campuses 
in Tamil Nadu finally opened their doors to 
students. In line with the protocols and safety 
guidelines of the government, the two tuition 
centres of Provincialate were opened for the 
students on November 1st. We distributed school 
bags and rice bags for the children as part of D
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sharing the joy of the celebration of the 
Canonization Anniversary of our saintly founder 
and as the reopening of schools after the 
pandemic.

The Canonical Visit

Chennai: On the 22nd of November, Rev. Fr. 
Provincial Superior made a canonical visit to our 
school. He met our teaching and non-teaching 
staff, inspiring them with his motivational sharing. 
The Provincial Superior emphasized the 
Guanellian way and mission in DGSS. The 
confreres and the staff were encouraged to reflect 
on the mission of the St. Louis Guanella and give 
to the poor, what we have received from him [St. 
Louis]. He reminded us to  treat always special 
children with kindness and respect. Even though 
the pandemic is still with us, we need to share and 
extend our reach to help others. The Provincial 
Superior also addressed the obligation we must 
act to protect the common good. As the day drew 
to a close, he met with our confreres and thanked 
them for their good work, for their support, and 
growth of the Province.

Children's Day

Chennai: We, at the Don Guanella Special 
School, celebrated Children's Day on the 15th of 
November. The celebration started with a prayer 
guided by Mrs. Lema, one of our school teachers. 
Next, the Program was animated by Mrs. Nancy 
& Co. Mrs. Gilda gave a talk on the significance of 
Children's Day which helped us to understand the 
meaning of the day. Her speech enriched our 
minds and hearts. Mrs. Yogalakshimi animated 
party games and cultural events for our children. 
Some of their parents even joined in on the 
festivities. A special lunch with a cake was 
arranged for our children. 

Cemetery Visit 

Chennai: The DGMS community visited the 
cemetery as a remembrance of All Souls Day. 
Under the guidance of Fr. Achariyam, Fathers, 
and Brothers, they prayed the rosary for various 
intentions and then continued their walking, 
which is the usual Thursday program.

Provincial’s Canonical Visit

Chennai: Rev. Fr. Ronald, the Provincial 
Superior, visited the DGMS community as a 
demonstration of fatherly love towards his 
children. It was a happy occasion for the 
community to meet and spend time with their 
father.
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Ecumenical Christmas Celebration

Cuddalore: On the 28th of November, the First 
Sunday of the Advent season, we shared in an 
Ecumenical Service at Epiphany Church, 
Cuddalore. Twenty-five different Christian 
Churches participated. The Prayer Service 
allowed for each of the Churches' pastors to 
reflect on the Word of God and give a five-minute 
Christmas message. Each Church had the 
opportunity to sing Christmas songs and to be 
honored by gifts. It was a wonderful, fraternal 
gathering. It provided us with the chance to share 
prayer, music, and our faith.

Canonical Visit at 
Sagayamadha Parish

Cuddalore: On the 14th of November, Rev. Fr. 
Ronald, SdC, Provincial Superior, made a 
canonical visit to Sagaya Madha Par ish, 
Cuddalore. We welcomed him with a garland, 
shawl, and procession to the Church. Next, we 
attended Holy Mass. We have taken komba arathi 
by our parish youth and lighting the lamb as a 
symbol of welcome. Fr. Provincial Superior 

presided over the Holy Mass and preached the 
homily. The liturgy for the day was animated by 
our parish children, eight of whom came with 
fancy attire and received prizes from our 
provincial superior. In honor of Children's Day, 
Fr. Provincial prayed a special prayer of blessing 
for all our parish children. After Mass, Fr. 
Provincial met  all our parish pious associations: 
GLM, Legion of Mary, Panikullu, Vincent de Paul, 
Franciscan Association, Parish Youth, and Choir. 
Fr. Francis, our local Superior was also present for 
this event. The discussion lasted for an hour and 
we focused on  the welfare of our Parish Church. 
The day came to an end with a final blessing by Fr. 
Provincial Superior.

Pilgrimage to St. Mary's Basilica 
Velankanni

Cuddalore: As is the custom of the minor 
seminary at Cuddalore, on the 31st of October, 
the seminarians along with the formators made a 
pilgrimage to Our Lady of Good Health Basilica, 
Velankanni. At the onset of the journey, Fr. Vice-
Rector spoke about the history of the Basilica. All 
were able to participate in the Sunday Mass which 
was a source of inspiration to the brothers as they 
witnessed the faith of the people. The whole day 
was animated by the community fathers with the 
help of the Administrator of the Basilica which 
brought immense joy to the brothers. On the 
journey home, we visited historical places like 
Tranquebar and Poombuhar. The trip provided an 
opportunity for the minor seminarians to 
experience the blessings of Our Lady of Good 
Health. D

e
c
e
m

b
e
r
 2

0
2

1

10

India



Deepavali Friendly Play

thCuddalore: On the 4  of November—Diwali, a 
friendly basketball match was organized to build 
comradery and strengthen the fellowship among 
the brothers of St. Joseph Seminary. The zealous 
athletes enjoyed the match which was refereed by 
Fr. Vanathaiyan. The competition delighted 
everyone including the community and added to 
the festivities of the day. After the match, snacks 
were provided for all.

Visit to the Cemetery 
and Creative Rosary

Cuddalore: On November 2nd, All Souls Day, 
the minor seminarians visited the cemetery at 
Cuddalore and prayed for the departed souls by 
reciting the rosary. On November 6th, the first 
Saturday of the month which is dedicated to 
Mother Mary, the St. Joseph's Seminary brothers 
organized a creative rosary seeking Our Blessed 
Mother's intercession for the various intentions of 
the congregations, province, and the lay faithful. 
Multi-linguistic prayers were recited by the 
brothers for the sick and departed souls as we 
remember the faithful depar ted dur ing 
November. 

Classical Academy

Cuddalore: On the 13th of November,  St. 
Joseph Seminary Community conducted its 
second classical academy on the theme of “The 
Community Life”. The prominent, chief guest, of 
the day for the academy was Rev. Fr. Ronald, the 
Provincial Superior of DPP. Fr. Provincial spoke 
powerful words to the brothers to help motivate 
them to develop their talents and grow in the path 
of a priestly vocation. The brothers showed up 
their best effort to the academy to a successful end 
with their co-operation and collaboration. The 
DSMP sisters and our Boys Home students were 
also present for the academy.

“Champions keep playing
 until they get it right”

- Billie Jean King

Koppaka: To be the best, you must learn how to 
handle the worst. Athletics help a person build 
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power and strength and are an important aspect of 
our priestly formation. Participation in sports has 
an immense impact on a person's daily life. It 
provides positive experiences and helps one 
maintain an active lifestyle important for the 
young seminarians' life.  Koppaka Community 
had a Sports Day in honor of our Founder's 10th-
year Canonization and the Solemnity of Christ the 
King. The Formation team animated the Cricket 
Game between Sacred Heart Fathers (Decohians-
SCJ) and Guanellians (SdC). The Sacred Heart 
Theology brothers were the winners and 
Guanellians were the runners. We had a great 
opportunity to come together and share our joys 
and happiness. Our brothers were reenergized by 
the game, and it strengthened our relationship.

The Feast Day 

Koppaka: Human life is a march towards higher 
joy and happiness. Everyone wants to celebrate 
life with a joyful heart. Each celebration helps 
expand the delights of the heart and sweetness of 
the soul. Coming together, sharing, and 
cherishing life events, brightens our outlook on 
life. Sometimes your joy is the source of your 
smile, but other times, your smile can be the 
source of your joy. Therefore, we of the Koppaka 
Community solemnly celebrated the feast of Rev. 
Fr. Arul Raj, Superior. On the Solemnity of Christ 
the King, the Vatluru and Koppaka communities 
joined together with Rev. Frs. Arul Raj, the 
Superior, and Christu Raj, the Feastorian, to wish 
them well and pray for them. The Feast was held in 
Koppaka and the faithful, Brothers and the Fathers 
participated. The day ended with the dinner that 

was offered by the people. Fr. Arul Raj thanked all 
for their closeness of love and concern for him. 

The Eye is the Jewel of the Body

Bangalore: On the 21st of November, four of 
our grandfathers were taken to the Eye Hospital 
under the care of the PCA Trust. Mr. Simon, a 
trustee member, took the initiative to bring in eye 
special i sts  beforehand and each of  the 
grandfathers had an eye check-up. Future dates 
were set for the operations. Four of our 
grandfathers underwent laser surgery at free of 
cost.

Provincial in Canonical Visitation
 

Bangalore: From the 15th of November to  
17th, Rev. Fr. Ronald, the Provincial Superior of 
our Province, paid his canonical visit to our 
Bangalore community. On  15th he gave a Day of 
Recollection.  On 16th had a meetings with the 
Confreres individually, and the Novices in 
common. On the 
17th a house council 
m e e t i n g  w a s 
organized with the 
Provincial Superior & 
the Administrator of 
the Province. At this 
m e e t i n g ,  t h e 
s t r e n g t h s  a n d 
weaknesses of the 
communi ty  were 
h i g h l i g h t e d  b y 
Provincial Superior D
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to help facilitate future growth in community and 
missionary living. In the evening he met with the 
Guanellian Collaborators, Guanellian Lay 
Movement, Guanell ian Youth Movement 
encouraging them to join hands with Guanellian 
Fathers in carrying out the charitable works in the 
name of St. Louis Guanella.

Charity Will Never End

“Never worry about numbers. Help one person 
at a time and always start with the person 

nearest you.”
-Mother Teresa.

Bangalore: On the 6th of November, we, as a 
community, distributed grocery items to 30 poor 
families, including the domestic workers of our 
institute, youth members, evening school 
children, and the needy around us. As long as 
there are poor to be assisted, our charity will 
never end. Thanks be to the Providence of God.

Children’s Day

VATLURU: We celebrated Children's Day in 
Guanella Karunalaya Community and Sacred 
Heart Church, with sports and games organized 
and conducted by our parish youth. All the 
children actively participated in all the sports and 
games. The church campus was filled with 
happiness and joy. Also, Mr. Anjji B. who was an 
ex-seminarian gave one meal sponsor to the 
whole local community. We thanked him for his 
generosity. 

All Souls' Day 

VATLURU: All Souls' Day, also known as 
Commemoration of All the Faithful Departed, is a 
day of prayer observed by Catholics and other 
Chr ist ian denominations every year on 
November 2nd. The aim of the day is to remember 
and pray for the souls who are in Purgatory; it's a 
place or state of suffering inhabited by the souls 
who are expiating their sins before going to 
heaven. Often people light candles and pray for 
souls they believe may be trapped in purgatory. 
The holiday has many different traditions around 
the globe, depending on both country and 
faithful. We, Guanella Karunalaya and Guanella 
Bhavan along with the people of Vatluru, 
organized an All-Souls' Day celebration in the 
burial ground. The Holy Eucharistic presided by 
Rev. Fr. Christu Raj with Fr. Assisi, parish priest, 
giving the homily. Fr. Assisi explained the concept 
of purgatory and the privilege Catholics have to 
pray for the departed souls. We took the time to 
remember the departed souls of Frs. Thanasekar, 
Bosco and Visampalli Maria Bala. 

India
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Festive of Lights
 

Thalavadi: On November 4th the Festival of the 
Light was celebrated at our Nazareth Illam with 
our residents. Crackers were given to them to 
celebrate Diwali. Since it's the Day of Light, we lit 
the lamp in the Houses. It's our Indian belief that 
Darkness is chased away, and light is born on this 
special day. Sweets and meals were provided to 
our residents.

Mental Health Day 

T h a l av a d i :  O n  N ove m b e r  1 2 t h  t h e 
Ootacumand Diocese celebrated World Mental 
Health Day with the theme of "Mental health in an 
unequal world". It was organized by Utacumand 
Social Service Society. The Holy Eucharist was 
presided over by the Most Rev. Dr. Amalraj, 
Bishop of Ooty. Since the theme of the day was 
based on mental health, it was celebrated at our 
Nazareth Illam, with our residents and religious 
communities and the Vicariate Fathers. The 
Bishop was so pleased and appreciated our 
charism and the mission that we accomplish in his 
diocese. After the Eucharistic celebration, a 

fellowship meal was provided to our residents. 
On this day, mental health was emphasized, amid 
this merito cratic world.

Authentic Initiatives for the Better 
Future

Cuddalore: Youth from Our Lady of Divine 
Providence Parish Kumbakonam were initiated 
into the formation of Guanella Youth Movement. 
Fr. Bernandes the Superior and the Parish Priest 
along with the assistant parish priest Fr. Paul 
Dhinagaran took initiatives to bring the youth 

thtogether for a great cause. On November 7  the 
inaugural ceremony took place for the GYM in 
Kumbakonam parish. There were around 30 
youth presents for this movement. At first the 
GYM flag was hoisted by theY outh Coordinator of 
the province Fr. Jeyaseelan along with the local 
coordinator Fr. Paul Dhinagaran. Then Fr. 
Jeyaseelan presided over the Eucharistic 
celebration.

Before the closure and the final blessing, 
all the youth came forward in front of the altar and 
took their oaths to be good Guanellian youth. 
After having provided the sumptuous breakfast, 
they were oriented on GYM and its proceedings 
in their local surroundings by Fr. Jeyaseelan. The 
youth were given ample time for interactions 
regarding the GYM and their individual roles. 
After the active participation and interactions, the 
meeting came to its end with the final prayer.

Showing the Seeds of Vocation

Cuddalore: Though it's difficult and challenging 
to go around in this pandemic situation by God's 
grace I was able to go for the vocation drive. 
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In the dioceses of Kumbakonam and Kottar, we 
visited some of the schools and the parishes. and 
all the priest they were so receptive and gave their 
w o n d e r f u l 
c o o p e r a t i o n  i n 
promoting vocations. 
Some of the students 
gave their  names 
v o l u n t a r i l y  a n d 
agreed to join their 
hands in our mission. 
I am able to be in 
touch with those boys 
and encourage them 
to be firm in their call 
to serve the least 
ones. There were also 
some priests who 
sincerely promised to 
send some vocations 
to our congregation.

All Saints Parade

E. Providence: Sacred Heart School held their 
traditional All Saints Day festivities on Monday, 
November 1st! The students dressed as their 
favorite saints. Mass was celebrated for the entire 
school community in the church. After Mass, the 
students participated in a parade. The band 
students played "When the Saints go Marching 
In" as everyone processed around the school yard.

Women's Guild Pilgrimage

Grass Lake: Members of St. Joseph Women's 
Guild decided it was their turn to take some time 
out for a little spiritual growth. They met at the 

thPious Union Saturday, November 6  and headed 
to the Blessed Solanus Casey Center at St. 
Bonaventure in Detroit. Lori Galicki, Women's 
Guild president, and Judi Koenn planned the 
event which included snack bags for the drive, a 
guided tour of the Solanus Casey Center and 
lunch at the “on the Rise' Bakery which is also a 
ministry of this Capuchin community. The ladies 
learned all about the life of the humble 
doorkeeper, Blessed Solanus, and enjoyed lunch 
prepared and served by the people working at the 
bakery who are overcoming the challenges of 
addiction and/or incarceration. The 10 
participants enjoyed the opportunity to grow in 
their spiritual lives, go to confession and deepen 
their friendships with one another. They all agree 
that they should go on a small pilgrimage more 
often.

School Gives Thanks

E. Providence: Sacred Heart School celebrated 
Thanksgiving early! The entire school community 
gathered together in the church hall for a 
Thanksgiving Dinner on Tuesday, November 9th. 
Fr. Silvio gave the blessing and enjoyed the 
delicious traditional meal served by many 
wonderful volunteers.

USA
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Cooperators Meet

Grass Lake: November 12th,on the occasion of 
the feast of Our Lady of Divine Providence, 
Guanellian Cooperators of the greater Chelsea 
area gathered for evening Mass at the Shrine of St. 
Joseph in Grass Lake. About a dozen members 
arrive for Mass which was celebrated by Fr. 
Satheesh Alphonse, local superior. Immediately 
following Mass the members present enjoyed a 
modest meal and held a meeting to plan out the 
schedule for the new liturgical year.

Pie Fundraiser

Chelsea: Members of the Independence College 
leadership group at St. Louis Center baked 42 
pumpkin pies for their first ever fund raising 

thendeavor. On Tuesday, November 16  they went 
to the grocery store to get the supplies to make 
homemade pie crusts and pumpkin filling. On 

thNovember 18 , the group reconvened to work in 
sections of crust makers, filling makers and box 
makers. Once all 42 pies were assembled, baked 
and packaged they were delivered to the eager 
staff members to enjoy for their holiday 
celebrations. The residents who participated said 
they had a great time throughout the whole 
process and look forward to doing it again. Staff 
responded pos i t ive ly  at  regard ing  the 
deliciousness of the pies.

 Giving Thanks for Staff

thChelsea: On Thursday, November 18  St. Louis 
Center held a Thanksgiving luncheon for the 
entire staff. It gave the staff a moment to relax in 
one another's company, build team bonds and to 
know how much they are appreciated for the 
work that they do. The kitchen staff prepared a 
traditional American Thanksgiving meal and staff 
members brought in desserts to share. 

Give Bread and the Lord

E. Providence: Fr. Peri celebrated Thanksgiving 
Day Mass at Sacred Heart Church on Thursday, 
November 25th. The traditional blessing of the 
bread is always a great addition to our 
Thanksgiving Mass, kind of a reminder that we 
need both the bread consecrated as our Lord and 
Savior in the Eucharist as well as the bread that 
feeds our bodies. Mass goers that morning were 
sent home with some of the blessed bread to make 
their celebrations more special.
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Opening of the Liturgical Year

thE. Providence: Sunday, November 28  marked 
the beginning of the new liturgical year and the 
first day of Advent. To solemnize the occasion, Fr. 
Silvio blessed the Advent wreath and lit the first 
candle during Mass for the beginning of this very 
special season of the Church.

Prayer to St. Louis Guanella

O Saint Louis Guanella, apostle of 
charity,

who spread the treasures of your 
heart to the poor and suffering,

whom you dearly loved, in a world 
filled with hatred and selfishness,

obtain for us from Divine 
Providence

an ever increasing love of God and 
our neighbor.

Obtain for us also the favor we are 
now asking for...,

(  )ask for the grace that is needed
and the grace of final 

perseverance.

- Amen.

Happy Birthday Dear Founder...



DECEMBER CALENDAR OF EVENTS

8 Immaculate Conception of the BlessedV irgin Mary 
19 Anniversary of the Birth of St. Louis Guanella 
20 Anniversary of the Baptism of St. Luis Guanella 
24 Vigil of the Nativity 
25 Nativity of the Lord 
26 St. Stephen, Martyr 
27 St. John 
28 The Holy Innocents 
30 The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary and Joseph

BEST  WISHES AND PRAYERS  TO

Birthdays

08  -  Fr. Nino Minetti 
10  -  Fr. Paul Francis 
11  -  Fr. Raja Rathinam 
12  -  Fr. Joseph Rinaldo
16  -  Bro. Maria Paulraj 
22  -  Fr. Kulandaisamy.A
25  -  Fr. Ronald. J
28  -  Fr. Michael Durai Samy. A

Feast Days

03  -  Fr. Anil Francis Kumar| 
    Fr. Francis| Fr. Francis Xavier|
    Bro. Antony Xaviour. R
08  - Fr. Amalraj |Fr. Amalorpavanathan 
27  - Fr. John Kennedy |Fr. Shantham 

Ordination Anniversary
   
09  - Fr. Antony Lourduraj   
21  - Fr. Joseph Rinaldo
23  - Fr. Fortunato Turati   
26  - Fr. Mahesh Benson|Fr. Jaya Soosai | 
   Fr. Jesu Raj| Fr. Johndass. S|
   Fr. Kulandai Samy. A|Fr. Pravin| 
            Fr. Ronald| Fr. Periyanayaga Samy. S
27 - Fr. Kuriakose
29 - Fr. Roosewelt
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Calendar

The Guanellian Family Wishes
You a Merry Christmas 

& 
A Happy New Year 2022

Let the Joy of the New Born 
Fill Our Hearts
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