
NewsNewsand and ViewsViews
Newsletter of the Divine Providence ProvinceNewsletter of the Divine Providence Province

April 2021
Volume 14 Number 4

Dear Confreres,
After quite a long Lenten journey, when 
we delved into a more intense God 
experience through fasting, prayer and 
almsgiving, we breathe the fresh air 
of the Lord’s Resurrection, moments 
of strong hope in the Lord and in the 
promise of life that He has assured us. 
We once again have the conviction that 
our trouble is short-lived.  
In the midst of uncertainties, 
suffering and pain, we humans never 
stop searching for the purpose and 
meaning of life because deep down 
within ourselves there is an original 
craving for fullness or completeness, 
the auto suggestion or the self-talk 
I make to myself that things will be 
ok, everything will be alright. This 
becomes very handy to us and is 
possible for us, because our God had 
the same difficult situations like us, but 
He rose again from all the stumbling 
blocks. No one could hinder Him nor 
stop His rising from death. Like us, He 
too said during His public ministry, 
“I will rise again on the third day” 
(Mk 9,31). Not only did He rise, but 
His disciples rose from their slumber, 
anxiety and fear; they had an about-
turn life style: “And we are witnesses 
of all that He did both in the country 
of the Jews and in Jerusalem. They put 
Him to death by hanging Him on a 
tree,but God raised Him on the third 

day and made Him visible (Acts 10,39-
40). Along our journey of life, certain 
elements may become very damaging 
to our very person, which may tarnish 
the true image and likeness of God, 
but we have Our Lord Jesus as the 
prototype who has defeated death and 
difficulties.
Oftentimes we face our troubled soul 
and waning strength like the disciples 
on the water who had to openly confess 
“We have toiled the whole night but 
caught nothing” (Lk 5,5), we tend to 
confess we have been trying, I have 
made attempts but no fruit, I feel the 
same. But what is more assuring for us 
and keeps us moving forward is, “My 
Lord is going before me” (Mk 16,7). 
He makes the trail for me; let me keep 
track of it. Easter joy is that satisfaction 
that I am led by the Lord. Easter, in a 
way, stands for the spring season and 
reminds us of the new life in the Risen 
Lord.  
I take this opportunity once again 
to wish Happy Birthday to Rev. Fr. 
Fortunato Turati who has completed 
80 years of God’s blessings. He has 
been a great blessing to our province 
and to the people of God. 
There is another increase of Covid-19 
infections all over the world. I request 
you to ask the Lord to relieve us of 
this difficult situation and to make 
the necessary precautions in your 
communities and mission centers and 
to make only necessary movements 
from your communities. 
A gentle reminder to all of you that the 
annual retreat is not being organized by 
the province this year due to COVID 
restrictions, therefore I request the 
Superiors and the Residence In-
charges to organize retreats at the 
community level. 

My Lord is going before Me
Mk 16,7
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I am sure that you know how difficult 
it is to promote vocations these days 
in this pandemic situation, I humbly 
ask the superiors of the communities 
to collaborate with the Vocation 
Coordinator Fr. Jeyaseelan and to 
accompany young candidates of your 
localities and dioceses that they may 
have the possibility of discernment of 
God’s will for them. 

Happy Easter! 

Fr. Ronald J, SdC
Provincial Superior

April Calendar of Fr. 
Provincial

1 Chennai: Mass - Lakshmi 
Nagar

2 Chennai: Mass-Palavakkam
4 Chennai: Easter Vigil - 

Golden Gorge Nagar
6 State Elections

“
“

My Lord is going 
before me. 

Mk 16,7
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Greetings to everyone! Here we 
are at our monthly appointment. 
The beautiful spring season that 
the Lord has given us at the end of 
February helps us to enter this new 
month dedicated to the Feast of St. 
Joseph, the Annunciation of the 
Angel to the Virgin Mary and this 
year also at the beginning of the 
grand Holy Week which will lead us 
to the Passover of the Lord.
On December 8, 2020, Pope 
Francis promulgated an apostolic 
letter titled "Patris Corde" (with 
the heart of a Father), extending 
the celebrations for the 150th 
anniversary of the declaration of St. 
Joseph, the Patron of the universal 
Church to the whole of the year 2021 
granting various indulgences to this 
anniversary. This proclamation was desired by Blessed 
Pius IX precisely on 8 December 1870. The document 
of the Congregation of Cult (rites) which does not 
bear the signature of the Pope for reasons of political 
control, is addressed to the Urbi et Orbi (local et global) 

to mean that St. Joseph, by divine 
will extends to the whole world. 
In fact, from the beginning of his 
history, having become by divine 
call to guard the first born Son of 
God, Jesus of Nazareth, made St. 
Joseph the man predestined for 
the task of guard.
Pope Francis, in his apostolic 
letter, uses delicate and 
affectionate terms to describe St. 
Joseph: "Beloved father, father of 
tenderness, father in obedience 
and acceptance, father with 
creative courage, worker, and 
man always in the shadows ...”. 
Certainly in this year dedicated 
to him we will all have the 
opportunity to savor what has 
already been and will still be 

written about St. Joseph.
We all know how much Fr. Guanella was devoted 
to St. Joseph; a devotion which was not content with 
venerating him as protector of holy mother Church, 
but desired him to choose and to proclaim him as the 

12-15 Chennai: Plenary Council Meeting
18 Madurai: Baptism
25 Chennai: Holy Communion - Adyar
29 Chennai: Firt Profession of Providence Sisters

DPP Centro Studi Meeting 
PROVINCIALATE - TA Zoom meeting was held on March 14th. The 
participants were Bro. Franco, General Councilor; Fr. Ronald, Provincial 
Superior of DPP; Fr. Luigi, Delegate Superior of Stella Maris; Fr. Francis, 
Fr. Britto, Fr. Rajesh, Fr. Louis, Fr. Shantham, Fr. Maria Antony Rajan, 
Fr. Antony Samy, Fr. Maria Paul and Deac. Stalin Solomon. The topic of 
the meeting was the translation of the book: “Don Guanella Inedito” to 
commemorate the 10th Anniversary of the Canonization of our Founder, 
St. Louis Guanella.
The meeting commenced by Fr. Antony Samy welcoming everyone and 
asking Fr. Ronald to lead the meeting. Fr. Ronald said a small prayer and 
invited all those who have started to translate the book to present it in the 
meeting. It was an open forum. Bro. Franco briefly explained the book to 
everyone. After the discussion, the pages were divided for the translation of 
the book according to each one’s ability and availability. Fr. Ronald thanked 
everyone for their participation and wished for the work to be successful. 
The meeting concluded with a short prayer.

Fr. Guanella Today
Special video message from Father Umberto Brugnoni for the month of March 2021
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father and guide of his newly born Congregations and 
of all his works. In one of his circular letters written on 
March 5, 1913 to all the Servants of Charity, the unique 
theme developed is precisely that of St. Joseph and the 
Pious Union of the Transit which he wanted in Rome 
at Trionfale as an intercession of continuous help for 
the dying. Fr. Guanella writes: “To all the houses run 
by the reverend Servants of Charity and the reverend 
Daughters of St. Mary of Providence, Having completed 
and inaugurated the Church of the Transit of St. Joseph 
in Rome, it is now necessary to fulfill the vow which I 
made and the purpose for which it was dedicated to the 
precious death of the saint that is to promote the work 
of helping the dying of our homes and of all Christians. 
To obtain this, one must immediately introduce (if not 
already) the devotion of Wednesday, by reciting the 
seven sorrows and joys of the great patron of the dying; 
besides to introduce the solemn novena in preparation 
for the only feast of St. Joseph. Wherever it is possible, it 
is necessary to commemorate with dignity March 19th, 
the day of the Transit, with a sung Mass and general 
Communion for the suffering; do some pious exercise 
throughout the month of March, as is already used for 

the month of May; finally to ascribe all our patients to 
the Pious Union for the dying, erected in our Church in 
Rome and approved, indulgent by the Supreme Pontiff 
and elevated to arch-confraternity for all Christian 
nations. We also very much desire that everyone, 
priests, lay people and nuns, endeavor to enroll as many 
faithful as they can in the Pious Union. They will do 
many good works and will fulfill my heartfelt desire”. 
And Fr. Guanella concludes: "Think of the protection of 
St. Joseph you grab yourselves, zealous for the spread of 
holy work destined to extend to all Christian nations as 
a holy crusade for the agonizing, based on ‘All for one 
and one for all,’ not that on the indulgences and special 
blessing of the Holy Father, who was the first to join the 
Pious Union” (circular letter Fr. Guanella, 1913). With 
St. Joseph, let us prepare ourselves, through the Lenten 
journey, to follow Jesus during Holy Week through 
the mystery of death on the cross and the joy of the 
Resurrection. May the prayerful advice of Fr. Guanella, 
suggested to us in his letter, become a commitment 
for the entire Guanellian family spread over the five 
continents.
Happy Lenten season accompanied by St. Joseph!

Provincial

Indeed, I am delighted to wish you all a Happy Easter. 
Easter certainly brings fun, happiness, God’s endless 
blessings, love, the freshness of spring, and, most of 
all, hope. He died and rose for all of us; this drives our 
desire to love Him more. And, this creates an issue - 
How can we love Jesus more? To love Jesus more, one 
must understand the origin of that love. 
God’s great love, which we are called to imitate and return 
to Him can best be understood in Jesus’ own word and 
actions. Remember the story about the Pharisee who 
asked Jesus to come to dinner in Lk 7? He didn’t wash 
Jesus’s feet. He didn’t kiss Jesus. He didn’t do anything 
to show any affection for Jesus. Suddenly there’s this 
“woman of the street,” a prostitute, leaning over Jesus’s 
bare feet weeping. The tears are falling on His dirty feet, 
and she is taking her hair and washing Jesus’s feet. Faced 
with this incredibly provocative scene, the Pharisee was 
embarrassed and out of his element. Then, challenging 
Jesus, the rich man addressed the issue and challenged 
Him: If you are a prophet, you would know what kind of 
woman this is, for she’s a sinner (Lk 7,39)

As Jesus does so often in these confrontations, He turns 
the situation against the Pharisee. He questioned them: 
“A certain creditor had two debtors; one owed five 
hundred denarii, and the other fifty. When they could 
not pay, he canceled the debts for both of them. Now 
which of them will love him more?” Simon answered, 
‘I suppose the one for whom he canceled the greater 
debt.’ And Jesus said to him, ‘You have judged rightly.’ 
Then turning toward, the woman, he said to Simon, ‘Do 
you see this woman? I entered your house; you gave me 
no water for my feet, but she has bathed my feet with 
her tears and dried them with her hair. You gave me no 
kiss, but she has not stopped kissing my feet from the 
time I came in. You did not anoint my head with oil, 
but she has anointed my feet with ointment. Therefore, 
I tell you her sins, which are many, have been forgiven; 
hence she has shown great love’” (Lk 7,41-47). Where 
did that love come from? It came at a risk for all of us 
who, like her, a sinner, from opening ourselves to God’s 
overwhelming love and mercy. This love was so great 
that Jesus suffered and died for us, though we had no 
merit at all in ourselves.

Love Him More – He Died and Rose for YouLove Him More – He Died and Rose for You
By Fr. Franklin, SdC 

(continued on pg. 13)
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Give Everything and Gain Everything
CHENNAI - On the eve of the solemnity of the 
Annunciation of the Lord, the Don Guanella Major 
Seminary community celebrated the birth of our 
congregation with the area confreres. The conferring 
of the ministry of acolyte was also held during this 
event. Fr. Ronald, Provincial Superior, presided over 

the Eucharistic 
celebration. In 
his homily, he 

emphasized 
consecrated life. 
The ‘yes’ that we 
promise has to 
be like the ‘YES’ 
of our Blessed 
Mother to 
God with the 

discernment of the spirit, especially on this day of 
Annunciation. He concluded by saying, “It is through 
our humility that we can reach the divinity and by 
giving everything voluntarily we can gain everything, 
if our will goes with the will of God.” Fr. Ronald then 
received the request of Bro. Sachin Son and conferred 
the ministry of acolyte upon him. To close, Bro. Sachin 
Son thanked Fr. Ronald, his council, and all the fathers 
and brothers who have been accompanying him on his 
vocational journey toward the priesthood.

Blessings from a Joyful Walk
CHENNAI - Lent is the season of grace and time to 
come closer to and strengthen faith in God. As a Lenten 

observance the DGMS community walked to Our Lady 
of Vellankanni Shrine, Besant Nagar on March 30th. The 
journey began with a prayer by Fr. Benson, the rector. The 
students of philosophy and theology were accompanied 
by Fr. Periyanayagam, vice-rector. After reaching the 
shrine safely through the intercession of our Blessed 
Mother and by the grace of God, a thanksgiving Mass 
was offered. Fr. Benson presided over the Eucharistic 
celebration. With the help and support of Fr. Packiya 

Raj, SdC this Lenten pilgrimage was well organized. 
The pilgrims returned to the seminary happily with the 
blessings of the Lord through the intercession of our 
Blessed Mother.

Grace after Grace
CHENNAI - How blessed it is to see God, when He 
continuously blesses His chosen ones, whom He called, 
chosen and about to send? It was a grace when God 
blessed the Servants of Charity with three more new 
permanent members by Fr. Ronald, Provincial Superior, 
on March 18th. The Perpetual Profession ceremony 
took place in the august presence of the DPP Provincial 
team, Guanellian priests, parents of the professed 
brothers, Co-operators, Lay Movement, GYM, religious 
from nearby communities and other well-wishers. 

The Mass was 
presided over by 
Fr. Ronald. Fr. 
Kulandai Samy, 
Vice Provincial, 
gave the bi-
lingual homily. 
The following 
day, His grace 

Archbishop 
George Antony 

Samy, Madras-Mylapore presided over the holy 
Eucharist to confer the order of diaconate on our three 
brothers. In his homily, his grace mentioned three S’s 
that deacons should assimilate in their transitional 
diaconate: Servant, Soldier and Saint. The Mass was 
solemn and moving. To close Mass the archbishop 
wished that God will continue to help the congregation 
grow in and remain on the path of holiness. At the end 
Dn. Arun and Dn. Raja gave a vote of thanks to all 
who made the celebration meaningful and solemn. Fr. 
Ronald noted that God blesses our congregation every 
day by giving us grace after grace. 

Season of Grace and Mercy
CHENNAI - During the season of grace and mercy, Don 
Guanella Special 
School planned a 
staff pilgrimage for 
March 2nd. They 
visited St. Antony 
Church at Pudupet, 
Sacred Heart 
Church at Egmore, 
St. Roque’s Church 
at Washermenpet, 
which is built 

India
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amongst the tombs of the faithful, and Holy Trinity 
Church at Golden George Nagar. It was an edifying 
experience for everyone.

Intellectual Disability
CHENNAI - “Intellectual Disability” is the emerging 
awareness in the education of special children. Thus Don 

Guanella Special School 
organized an online 
seminar and Parents’ 
meeting on March 
4th. Special education 
teacher, Mrs. Deepa 
Devi, presented her 
thoughts and possible 
methods of educating 
on this theme. 

Women’s Day
CHENNAI - Women play a vital role in the lives of 
special children and it is our duty to honor them, so 

we celebrated Women’s Day at Don Guanella Special 
School on March 8th. The special child Medo was the 
guest of honor and her parents Mr. Amalan and Mrs. 
Navitha chaired the occasion. They addressed our staff 
and students on the values of women in our society. It 
was indeed a beautiful celebration.

A Pinch to Grow an Inch
BANGALORE - On March 10th Bro. G. Arockiasamy 

celebrated his birthday. 
The Guanella Preethi Nivas 
community members 
surrounded him with 
affection and closeness, to 
thank and praise God along 
with him for the gift of his life. 
As a small token of our love, a 
cake was cut to celebrate the 
day. May God give him many 
more years to work in the 
vineyard of the Lord.  

A Picture Perfect Birthday
BANGALORE - On March 13th Mr. Kalyan, a 
benefactor of Guanella Preethi Nivas, and his daughter 
Aaradhaya celebrated their birthdays along with our 

senior citizens. 
The family 
provided some 
grocery items 
and toiletries 
for our 

grandfathers. 
They shared 
some sweets 

with us to commemorate their birthdays. May God 
bless their intentions and give them good health during 
this global pandemic.

Retreat for the Lay Faithful
BANGALORE - Mini retreats were offered on March 
21st of for the lay faithful in two groups: one in the 
morning for English speaking faithful and the other in 
the afternoon for Tamil speaking faithful. The retreats 
were preached by Fr. Sunil, SdC and Fr. Kulandaisamy, 

SdC subsequently in 
English and Tamil. 
In both groups there 
was an inner healing 
prayer service with 
adoration of the Holy 
Eucharist animated 
by Fr. Kulandaisamy. 
The retreats ended 
with the celebration 

of holy Mass. Thanks to the sponsors and the 
Providence of God, the faithful were also provided 
tea and snacks to refresh themselves before departure.  

Palm Sunday Celebration
BANGALORE - Palm Sunday was celebrated for 
the lay faithful of both Tamil and English speaking 
communities on March 28th three different times, 
following the protocols of the Karnataka government 
and the directions 
given by the local 
ordinary bishop 
Rev. Dr. Peter 
Machado. The holy 
celebrations were 
well organized 
with the help of 
volunteers. The 
active participation 
of the faithful colored the holy celebrations.
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GLM Meets Provincial Coordinator
VATLURU - Fr. Kulandaisamy, Vice-Provincial, and 
Fr. Gnanaraj, Guanellian Lay Movement coordinator, 
visited the GLM members of Guanella Karunalaya 

community on March 6th. They were welcomed by Fr. 
Francis Assisi, Superior of the community, along with 
the confreres and boys. He introduced them to the 
GLM members. They were given an official welcome 
by the secretary of the GLM with shawl and memento. 
Fr. Gnanaraj explained the purpose and vitality of his 
visit. He said that everyone must aspire to become 
charity oriented, service minded to the poor and follow 
in the footsteps of our founder radiating his love to all 
by giving bread and the Lord. He appreciated them 
for their beautiful contributions, commitment and 
motivation. Fr. Assisi translated his talk into the Telgu 
language. There was fruitful sharing and discussion by 
the members. Frs. Christu and Jose also participated in 
the meeting which ended with an agape meal.

Parents are First Teachers
VATLURU - Guanella Karunalaya organized a parent 
meeting on March 14th. The main purpose was to 
create a platform where the priests, parents and staff 
come together to enrich the students’ educational 
experience and to discuss the variety of issues regarding 
the overall development of the students. The meeting 
began with a prayer song and welcome address by 

Mr. Ravi, our warden. Then students of the seventh 
standard performed a dance which brought joy to 
everyone. The students articulated their experience 

of Guanella Karunalaya. Parents were invited to share 
their fellings about the students and the institution. 
Then Fr. Jose Rambabu spoke on the “pedagogy of 
the preventive method,” encouraging the parents to 
keep in close contact with the school and institution 
to know the performance, capacity and behavioral 
pattern of their son. He quoted from St. Paul, who says: 
“Love is patient; love is kind it bears all things ... hopes 
all things, endures all things.” (1 Cor 13,4-7). Parents 
and children were given masks to wear wherever they 
go. Fr. Christu, director of the boys home, thanked 
all the parents for their support, availability and 
prayers. He also thanked all participants. He especially 
expressed his gratitude to Fr. Assisi, the superior, for 
his generosity to arrange the program. The meeting 
ended by singing the Guanella song.

Our Lady of Nirmalagiri Pilgrimage
VATLURU - There is a great saying of our holy founder 

St. Guanella, “It is God who does.” Yes it is God who 
planned to make Lenten pilgrimage towards Our Lady 
of Nirmalagiri, Diocese of Eluru. Twenty-two Guanella 
Karunalya domestic workers and boy’s home children 
made the pilgrimage accompanied by Frs. Christu 
Raju, Rambabu & Arun David. The pilgrimage began 
with the prayer of Fr. Francis Assisi, local superior. 
It was a joyful and wonderful experience with Our 
Lady at this beautiful shrine. The whole day was spent 
exercising various spiritual activities such as Rosary, 
holy Mass and climbing the hill of the Stations of the 
Cross. We also gained a plenary indulgence by visiting 
churches. Each boy had good experience with our lady 
of Nirmalagiri.  

Provincial Canonical Visit 
CUDDALORE - As per the Constitutions and 
Regulations of the Servants of Charity, Rev. Fr. Ronald 
Jesiah, the Provincial, made his Canonical visit to 
St. Joseph’s Seminary on March 27th. Three days of 
Canonical visitation was significant, as this is the 
Mother House of the Guanellians in India, and this was 
the Provincial’s first official visit. He was affectionately 
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welcomed by the Fathers and the Students of the House 
with a Shawl and Bouquet. His presence was felt as the 
presence of the Founder himself visiting the family 
members in Spirit. He was part of the Family for three 
days in which he met with the confreres individually for 
dialogue and with the students in groups. He also met 
with the working staff and the evening school teachers, 
and verified the religious Living Documents. He 
appreciated the joy filled fraternity that he witnessed, 
and insisted upon student excellence scholastically, 
finally giving orientations for fruitful future missions 
together with prayerful support.

Farmers’ Plight Drama
CUDDALORE - “The farmer must be an optimist or 
he wouldn't be a farmer."The life of a farmer in India is 

increasingly in doubt and presents a dangerous future. 
For more than 100 days, the farmers have protested in 
the Nations’ capital, yet their request has not been heard. 
It is very alarming and discouraging for this traditional 
occupation of the Nation. The younger generation also 
seems to dislike this profession and dreams of modern 
white collar jobs. They are selling their farm lands and 
settling in the cities. A thirty minute drama enacted 
by twelve seminarians at SJS, depicted the dreadful 
outcomes of such decisions and the current plight of 
the traditional farmers whose profitless sacrifices are 
not valued by the young and the leaders of nations. 
The English Drama practiced and performed by the 
students was primarily for bringing English fluency. 
The performance was a grand success and sent a sound 
message that farming is indeed a noble, honorable 
profession. It was greatly appreciated by the Provincial, 
for whom it was performed.

Palm Sunday with Provincial Superior
CUDDALORE - Palm Sunday, also called Passion 
Sunday in the Christian tradition, is the first day of 
Holy Week and arrives on the Sunday before Easter. 
It commemorates Jesus Christ's triumphal entry into 
Jerusalem. St. Joseph’s 
seminary in Cuddalore 
was privileged this year to 
celebrate this feast solemnly 
with the presence and 
leadership of the Provincial 
himself. The solemn 
Mass featured a beautiful 
procession with singing 
along the lawn and palms 
in hand. The Mass was very 
solemn with traditional 
songs and multi-linguistic 
singing in Tamil, Hindi, 
Odisha and English. The 
Passion narrative was done 
by the well trained Students. 
During the Homily, the 
Provincial spoke of the Lord’s Passion for our salvation 
and how we shall serve God as Guanellians without 
counting the wounds faithfully as our Founder. We shall 
toil all our life recollecting the promise of our prize in 
Heaven and the certainty of the Glory of God on earth 
through works of charity.

Lenten Pilgrimage to Shrines
CUDDALORE - Pilgrimages evoke our earthly 
journey toward heaven and are traditionally very 
special occasions for renewal in prayer. The twenty-one 

seminarians who are doing their initial formation had a 
golden opportunity to witness the Perpetual Profession 
and diaconate ordination of three Guanellian Brothers 
in Chennai. They were specially invited to prepare for 
the event through their manual works. At the close of 
this event they had the opportunity to visit a few popular 
shrines at the coast of Chennai. The students visited 
and prayed in the National Shrine of Santhome and 
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the Marian Shrine of Besant Nagar. Then St. Antony’s 
shrine at Palavakkam and the Newly built beautiful 
renowned Basilica at Perambakkam. As a group and as 
individuals they had chances to pray to God for various 
needs. Their vocation was strengthened by the sharing 
of new priests and witness of the ordination rites. They 
enjoyed the beach and scenery, and are grateful to the 
DGMS community for their hospitality, training the 
students in Liturgy, and their generosity for the gift of a 
school bus for their pilgrimage. 

Annual Day Celebrated 
CUDDALORE - Life is beautiful, and life with the 
children adds more beauty as they are angelic and 

innocent. St. Joseph’s Seminary arranged for the Annual 
day of the Evening School on March 21st. There are some 
65 children in the Evening School and they are guided 
by four teachers. These children are special as they are 
from the sea coasts and the fishermen community. 
They are indeed favored to study with our assistance 
for tuition. On that special day games were 
organized for them like athletics, drawing, and 
traditional games. Then they had snacks and 
cool drinks. Later there was a cultural program 
practiced and performed by the children. 
They gave skits, dances and speeches, then the 
Brothers danced and mimed in honor of the 
students. The winners were given prizes that 
were very useful to them. Apart from that, every child 
was offered a memorable gift of a Tiffin box. Everyone 
enjoyed a sumptuous lunch with chicken biryani.  

Conference for Seminarians  
CUDDALORE -Fr. Jayaseelan, the Formator from St. 
Joseph’s seminary, attended two days of a Formator’s 
course conducted by TNPCRI at Trichy on February 
18–19th. The theme of the course was, “Forming youth 
today for tomorrow – challenges and opportunities 
today in the 
formation of our 
young formees.” 
When he returned 
and shared, it was 
fitting that he 

instructed students on what he learned about formation 
from his course. He discussed growth in the Human 
and Spiritual dimensions of life as integrated persons. . 

Awareness Program at Boys’ Home 
CUDDALORE - After the COVID-19 lockdown the 
Boys Home students from 9th to 12th STD returned 

on March 6th. They were very happy and began 
their school life eagerly. We encouraged them with 
vocational therapy, speech therapy, Spoken English 
class, Motivation class and COVID-19 awareness. Then 
we divided our students into four groups and conducted 
intellectual and moral games. At the end we honored 
our students with gifts that will aid their studies. Our 
superior, Fr. Francis, concluded with the final blessing.

Lenten One Day Retreat
CUDDALORE - Lenten one day retreat in the parish: 
“to repent is to change one’s attitude toward self, toward 
sin, toward God, toward Christ.” – H. A. Ironside

As we are in 
Lenten season our 
Sagayamatha Parish 
organized a one 
day retreat for the 
parishioners on 
March 21st. As we 
read in James: 5:6 

“Confess your sins to each other and pray for each 
other so that you may be healed. The prayer of a 
righteous person is powerful and effective”. Therefore 
it was a wonderful and fruitful retreat for the people. 
The parishioners made use of this opportunity and 
made good confessions. The Boys Home community 
confreres helped with the confessions and participated 
from morning to evening. The day ended with Holy 
Mass. The retreat was conducted by Fr. Christu.  At the 
end, Fr. A. P. Samy thanked the people for their valuable 

presence.
Provincial Canonical Visit 

MADURAI - Fr. Ronald, Provincial Superior, 
blessed the refectory for the special children of 
Soosai Thottam on March 3rd. The children were 
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very happy and we 
also felt proud for 
the blessing of our 
Lord Jesus and of 
our beloved founder 
St. Guanella. Thank 
you Fr. Ronald for 
blessing the refectory 
for the special 
children. 

Annual Picnic 
SIVAKASI - On March 21st, the St. Paul’s Boy’s Home 
students attended their annual picnic at the Kaniyakumari 
and Thirparappu waterfalls. Thirparappu is a town 
located in the Kaniyakumari District in the Indian state 
of Tamil Nadu. Kaniyakumari is popular for watching 
the sun rise and set over the ocean. It’s also a noted 
pilgrimage site thanks to Our Lady of Ransom Church 
and the Bagavathi Amma Temple. It is a popular tourist 
destination. Our boys were taking baths and enjoying 

the Thirparappu waterfalls. They also went site-seeing 
at the Kaniyakumari Vivekananda Rock Memorial, 
the Thiruvalluvar Statue, and the Padmanabhapuram 
Palace. This relaxed the boy’s bodies and minds while 
dealing with this pandemic. 

Lenten Pilgrimage 
SIVAKASI - The St. John De Britto Church 
parishioners of Vadapatti went on a Lenten pilgrimage 
to Kaniyakumari and eleven surrounding churches. 
We went in the early morning to Devasagayam Pillai 

Martyre place and prayed the Holy Rosary. Then we 
celebrated Holy Mass at St. Theresa the Infant Shrine 
and meditated on the Stations of the Cross. People made 
their Sacrament of Confession, renewing their life with 
the Lord. Fr. Wellington sponsored lunch and explained 
the history of the Church. We then visited the following 
Churches: Ascension of our Lord Shrine of our Lady of 
Periyanayaki, St. Jude’s Shrine, St. Michael Shrine, Sacred 
Heart Basilica and St. Thomas Church. In a special way 
some of the Hindu religious people also came with us. 
Hence people were spiritually enriched.

Evening School Annual Day 
SIVAKASI - On March 19th we celebrated the Don 
Guanella Evening School Annual Day at Vadapatti 

Parish. We began with a Holy Mass celebrating the 
solemnity of St. Joseph. After that, Fr. Vincent welcomed 
all the children as the cultural program began with 
dances, singing and skits. Mr. Johnson Jebaraj, Pastor 
of Sivakasi, was the chief guest. He spoke about the 
value of education and the children’s moral life style in 
the modern world today. Then we distributed all the 
children’s school bags, notes and pens. Fr. S.P. Samy 
thanked all the children, evening school teachers and 
parents with full collaboration to make this event a 
success. Finally, we shared a fellowship meal. 

Formees’ Lenten Pilgrimage 
KOPAKKA - “Come, let us go up to the mountain of 
the Lord and the house of the God of Jacob, that he may 
teach us about his ways and that we may walk in his 
paths.” Micah 4,2
After being inspired by scripture and the pursuit of a deep-
rooted community life, the Guanella Bhavan formation 
community made a pilgrimage to the Nirmalagiri Mary 
shrine on March 10th. The purpose of the pilgrimage was 
to deepen their relationship with God, the Guanellian 
mission, and to reach out to those who cry ‘I have no 
one’. As a holy Lenten preparation, Fr. Arul Raj, Fr. 
Sagayaraj and Fr. Arun David and the formees began 
the pilgrimage after holy Mass. The journey continued 
to the sacred place called Nirmalagiri in the Telugu 
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language, which is dedicated to Mary Immaculate and 
to the Godavari Mary Shrine situated on the banks of 
the river Godavari. They recited the rosary in Adoration 
Hall and prayed for the various needs; especially for 
many vocations to our congregation, and for the growth 
and development of our mission and personal needs. The 
brothers enjoyed themselves swimming in the Godavari 
River before heading home. Fr. Arun David thanked the 
community and made a thanksgiving prayer to Almighty 
God and to the Blessed Virgin Mary for the successful 
and meaningful pilgrimage.

GLM Formation
KOPAKKA - “Each person you meet influences your 
mental universe in a way that has the potential impact 
upon the causality of the intellectual development of an 
entire species.”
A GLM meeting was held on Sunday in Koppakagudem, 
the substation of Eluru Diocese in Andhrapradesh.  As 
per the guidance of local superior Fr. Arul Raj and the 
GLM and GC President  Fr. Gnana Raj, this meeting 
was organized for Fr. Arun David, the new priest, to 
be introduced to 
the faithful and 
GLM members. 
The purpose of 
the meeting was 
to provide more 
formation for the 
GLM.
The meeting began 
with a prayer by the 
GLM members. 
There were also 
some who aspired 
to be GLM 
members during the meeting. Fr. Gnanam explained 
that it is a calling from God to serve the people who 
are in need as a laity members. We are here on this 
earth to fulfill the tasks that God has for all of us.  He 
also taught that through the GLM we can be a faithful 

to God by the ways of the heart living a holy life, and 
serving our neighbors. The GLM can be self-sufficient to 
administer, as the religious fathers and nuns do. He also 
stressed that being a member is not necessary, and that 
he should help economically. Every person should have 
the compassionate and merciful heart of Jesus. He also 
asked every individual, “Why do you want to be a GLM 
member?” He proposed they meet twice a year.

Annual Day at Evening School
KOPPAKA - The Annual Day is a very important for all 
schools. The students get a chance to exhibit their talents 
and skills in front of big audience. The Annual Day of 
Don Guanella Evening School was held on March 28th at 
Guanella Bhavan. On this day, we brought children from 

ten villages which are under our Vatluru parish. More 
than 300 evening school students of different religions 
and denominations gathered together, and the seminary 
lawn was utilized for the occasion. It was decorated with 
a huge backdrop on stage, with lighting and an audio 
system. The chief guests were two local superiors, and 
beside them were all the fathers from Vatluru and the 

Guanella Bhavan community and teachers. 
We also arranged transportation facilities 
for the children to pick-up and drop-off 
safely. 
The cultural gala began with a welcome 
song and a prayer song. Students from 
each tuition center came up with various 
programs like dance, songs, skits and 
mime. They were very creative in their 
performance and outlook. We were very 
happy to create an atmosphere with the help 
of the benefactors who funded the smooth 
running of the Evening school program. 
Before wrapping up the program, Fr. 

Assisi enlightened the teachers and students about our 
Founder, congregation, motto and mission. He thanked 
all who had organized the event and the participants. 
Finally, we provided them with a delicious meal and 
study materials. 

India
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Forming the Formator 
MADURAI - On March 1st-2nd, Fr. Sagayaraj attended 
the formators’ meeting held in Vadipatti and it was a 
rich experience. All of the CRI Tamil Nadu formators 
gathered to discuss the importance of formation and 

its challenges. In the 21st century, being a formator 
and helping young candidates is very challenging. The 
quality of formation is closely related the quality of the 
formators. In formation there is a great uncertainty of 
the role of a model formator that the candidates can look 
up to as models. The formator is the one who leads the 
way for the aspirant in his journey towards the goal of 
genuine discipleship. The Biblical personage that is best 
suited to describe the role of such a person may be a 
prophet. The word prophet comes from the Greek word 
‘prophete’ which means to speak for someone or on 
behalf of someone. Like the Biblical prophet a formator 
also needs to be a charismatic leader who speaks for God 
in matters of spiritual and moral formation. In this way 
he functions as the constant reminder to the aspirant in 
the demands of his calling.

Lenten Retreat 
KUMBAKONAM - In order to enrich the spiritual thirst 
of our parishioners, an annual retreat was conducted 
on March 21st. More than four hundred people from 
all the substations 
participated and 
brought blessings 
to our parish. 
The whole day 
was animated 
by Fr. Ugin 
Tony, a diocesan 
priest from 

Kumbakonam 
and well known 
for his charismatic 
healing. It started 
around 9 a.m., and 
ended with the sacrament of reconciliation and the holy 

Eucharist. The fabulous guidance of the parish priests 
and pious groups made this celebration a successful and 
fruitful one, bringing us the intercession of Our Lady of 
Divine Providence and the grace of her Son, our Lord 
Jesus Christ.

St. Joseph's Feast 
KUMBAKONAM - As we celebrate the year of St. Joseph, 
in order to strengthen the piety of our parishioners, we 
solemnly celebrated the feast of St. Joseph on March 
19th. The feast began with the beautiful car possession 
animated by the parish pious groups. A car carrying the 

statue of St. Joseph was carried around the parish. After 
the car possession, a solemn Eucharistic celebration 
was given by Fr. Andrews CMF, and many people from 
different substations came forward to participate in this 
holy event.
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Settling into a New Home
CHELSEA- While the special blessing ceremonies were 
in mid-February, there were still a few finishing touches 
that needed to happen before ten adult residents were 

able to move into the 
two Cottage Homes 
in St. Louis Guanella 
Village during the 
week of March 
15th. The residents 
who had been 
living in Knights of 
Columbus Hall were 
the ones to move, 

and according to Fr. Enzo Addari, CEO, “They were 
delighted with their new homes. The new bedrooms and 
the homelike space seemed to be much more relaxing for 
them, and there were huge smiles on their faces.” 
Deana Fisher, COO of SLC added, “The residents were 
really excited to have their own bathrooms, and loved 
their new furniture and bedding. The new atmosphere 
was very inviting for them, and they seemed to love it. 
The next step for us will be to renovate KofC Hall for 
future use, and we will be meeting with our architect this 
month to begin drawing up plans so that eventually all of 
our residents will be able to have their own rooms.”
Another important step forward for SLGV in March, is 
that families are showing interest in leasing the family 
home and the duplex, and one side of the duplex may be 
leased this spring

Lent at Sacred Heart School 
E. PROVIDENCE- The students at Sacred Heart School 
were given many opportunities for spiritual growth 
throughout the season of Lent. One of the most compelling 
devotions for them is the praying of the Stations of the Cross 
each Friday. Fr. Peri and 3 eighth grade students baring 
the Cross travel around the 
Church as another student 
leads the younger children 
in the prayers. The visual 
aspect of this devotion took 
on added meaning with 
'Jesus' even masking his 
face as carried the cross. It 
is quite the metaphor for 
the faithful of all ages to 
ponder as we learn of so 
many persecuted Christians 
around the globe.

Virtual Seminar Hosted 
CHELSEA- March was Developmental Disabilities 
Awareness Month, and a perfect time for St. Louis Center 
to host a Special Needs Seminar entitled “Helpful Tools 
for those Caring for Someone with Dementia.” This was 
a “virtual” seminar held on Wednesday March 24th and 
was open to the general public to help those coping with a 
loved one dealing with dementia in their lives. At the time 
of the seminar, 48 people had registered to participate. 
SLC’s Chief Operations Officer Deana Fisher discussed 
the Montessori Inspired Lifestyles© that have been taught 
by Dr. Cameron Camp at SLC since 2019. Dr. Camp 
manages the Center for Applied Research in Dementia in 
Cleveland, OH. This method harnesses the Montessori 
concepts that are typically used with young children that 
include hands-on interaction, self-guided discovery and 
independence. The event was supported by the Michigan 
Health Endowment Fund. The program may still be viewed 
on the SLC YouTube channel at https://www.youtube.
com/watch?v=mnqQ117Al44. 

St. Joseph Talks Continue 
GRASS LAKE- To help the faithful grow in spiritual 
devotion to St. Joseph, Fr. Leo Joseph and the Pious 

Union/Shrine 
of St. Joseph are 
hosting monthly 
talks about him. 
Area priests 
including other 
SdC confreres 
are offering 
spiritual insights into the man chosen by God 
to be the earthly father of Jesus. Tune in live 
each 3rd Sunday of the month to learn more 
about this silent saint. See page 13 for times and 
locations in the display ad. 
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Have questions or comments Have questions or comments 
about this newsletter? E-mail about this newsletter? E-mail 
the Communications and the Communications and 
Community Relations Office Community Relations Office 
at: kellyf@stlouiscenter.org at: kellyf@stlouiscenter.org 

April Calendar of Events
1 Maundy Thursday
2 Friday of the Passion of the Lord
3 Holy Saturday
4 Easter Sunday of the Resurrection 
 Grass Lake: Mother of Divine Providence Day- 

PUSJ
8 Anniversary of the First Communion of St. 

Louis Guanella (1852)
11 Divine Mercy Sunday 
12 Grass Lake: Mother of Divine Providence Day- 

PUSJ
19 Grass Lake: St. Joseph's Day - PUSJ 
21 Anniversary of the Beatification of Blessed 

Clare Bosatta
25 St. Mark, Evangelist
30 Feast of St. Jospeh Cottolengo

Best Wishes and Prayers to: 
1 Fr. Fortunato Turati, Fr. Badugu Christuraj, 

Bro. Anil Merugu, Fr. Johnson: birthday; 
Fr. Piero Lippoli: ordination day

3 Fr. Jerin: birthday
6 Fr. Francis Assisi: birthday
8 Fr. John Paul Britto: birthday
13 Fr. Selvakani: birthday
16 Fr. M. Vincent: birthday
20 Fr. Gabriel G., Fr. S. Packiyaraj: birthday
21 Fr. Luigi De Giambattista, Fr. Silvio De Nard: 

ordination day
24 Fr. Antony Samy: birthday
28 Fr. Alfonso Crippa: ordination day

Easter brings us full circle to the mystery of God’s love that began with 
Mary’s “Yes”. We can only love Him more and more once we accept the 
wonder and depth of that love. St. Paul states it beautifully: “Though He 
was in the form of God, He did not regard equality with God as something 
to be exploited, but emptied Himself, taking the form of a slave, being 
born in human likeness. And being found in human form, He humbled 
himself and became obedient to the point of death, even death on a cross” 
(Phil 2,6-8). For God to die on the cross (only criminals and slaves were 
crucified), He loved us first and considered us precious. Jesus said, “There 
is no greater love than to lay down one’s life for his friends” (Jn 15,13). 
Jesus lived these words and accomplished them. Therefore, to return 
that love, we, too, must be willing to lay down our lives for His love, to 
sacrifice our earthly desires to do His will, and to express that kind of love 
with which He loved us first.

(Fr. Franklin's article continued from pg. 3)


