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TRUTH  AND FREEDOM

Dear Confreres!

In this month of August on 15th, we celebrate the feast of Assumption of our Beloved Mother and the 

independence of India. The feast of the Assumption invites all of us to a joyful detachment from earthly things and 

raising our minds and body toward our Father in heaven. We find ourselves, most of the time, spending 

unnecessarily on things of the world and on futile matters. We need to liberate ourselves from pointless words and 

actions, complaints, worries and worldly affairs. Our Blessed Virgin calls us to rise with her to a celestial life by 

placing our thoughts and actions toward heaven.

In the Summer of 1940 during the brutal Nazi occupation of Poland, the twenty year old Karol Wojtyla 

(later he was called as “Pope John Paul II”) penned a play titled JEREMIAH: A NATIONAL DRAMA IN THREE 

ACTS. In the very first act, the young playwright proclaims that “One must throw truth across the path of lies. One 

must throw truth into the eye of a lie.” This is so, because “in truth are freedom and excellence,” while the betrayal 

of truth leads only to slavery. It is because freedom depends on fidelity to the truth. 

The contemporary crisis of freedom is at root a crisis of truth. In our own day, John Paul II has clearly 

demonstrated the inseparable connection between freedom and truth. The rootedness of freedom in the truth has 

been a constant and central theme in the writings of John Paul II. He would mention that freedom on the one hand 

is for the sake of truth and on the other hand it cannot be perfected except by means of truth. Hence the words of 

our Lord, which speak so clearly to everyone: 'The truth will make you free' (John 8:32). There is no freedom 

without truth." In his first encyclical Redemptor Hominis (1979) John Paul II quoted the words of Christ, "You 

will know the truth, and the truth will make you free." He added: "These words contain both a fundamental 

requirement and a warning: the requirement of an honest relationship with regard to truth as a condition for 

authentic freedom, and the warning to avoid every kind of illusory freedom, every superficial unilateral 

freedom, every freedom that fails to enter into the whole truth about man and the world.”

The Pope's philosophy of freedom runs counter to the value-free concept so prevalent in our 

contemporary culture. Many people today would say that freedom and truth are wholly separable, since 

anyone is free to affirm the truth and abide by it, to ignore the truth, or even to deny it and act against 

it. If freedom were bound by the truth, they ask, how could it be freedom? In the course of his 
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discussion of freedom and law in Veritatis Splendor, the Pope proposes his answer to questions such as these.

I invite you to take a close look at the meaning of the term "freedom," which has different 

implications at the natural and the personal levels. At the lower level, that of nature, freedom means the 

absence of physical constraint. A balloon rises freely when nothing obstructs it; a stone falls freely when 

nothing impedes it. A dog is free if it is let off the leash so that it can follow its impulses. To be free, in this 

sense, is to act according to an inner inclination. To be unfree is to have that inclination frustrated.

At the higher level, distinctive to persons, freedom demands, in addition, the absence of 

psychological compulsion. My freedom as a person is limited to the extent that instinct or passion compels 

me to act in certain ways, e.g., to flee from danger or flinch with pain. If my motives could never transcend 

my individual self-interest or the collective self-interest of my group, I could never be truly free. I could 

always be manipulated and compelled to act in specific ways by fear of punishment or hope of reward. Just as 

animals can be drawn by dangling a carrot or banana in front of their noses, so a child can be induced to 

behave in certain ways by the prospect of gratification or the fear of pain. Unable to escape from the 

determinism of instinct or appetite, we could be forced to act by threats and promises.

As I have said, we possess freedom only when we go beyond individual and collective selfishness and 

reach out to that which reason perceives as objectively good and true. Our freedom is not diminished but 

expanded and fulfilled when we employ it to bring about a true good. This, again, is the teaching of Vatican II: 

“Human dignity requires one to act through conscious and free choice, as motivated and prompted 

personally from within, and not through blind impulse or merely external pressure. People achieve such 

dignity when they free themselves from all subservience to their feelings, and in a free choice of the good, 

pursue their own end by effectively and assiduously marshaling the appropriate means.” (GS 17; VS 21) 

Because the moral law, as known by reason, does not constrain us, it leaves us physically and psychologically 

free either to obey or to violate it. But if we reject the true good, we inevitably yield to the passions and 

instincts of our lower nature and thereby undermine our authentic freedom. To act freely against the truth is 

to erode freedom itself. 

The supreme exemplars of freedom for John Paul II are the martyrs. They are the heroic persons who 

are so committed to the known good that they stand up under pressures that would overcome the willpower 

of most others. Given the choice between denying their principles and losing their lives, they freely lay down 

their lives and thereby give witness to the truth. Jesus, who freely laid down his life for our sakes, sets the 

pattern for martyrs.

The martyrs represent an achievement of freedom 

beyond the capacities of the great majority of men and women. They 

inspire us by their example to rise above the more limited measure 

of freedom that we can claim for ourselves. For the theology of 

freedom, it is important to recognize that the freedom with 

which we are born is frail and limited. John Paul II compares it 

to a seed that must be cultivated. Some degree of freedom is an 

essential part of the reflection of God that is constitutive of 

human nature, but our freedom is incomplete. Wounded as we 

are by original sin, we often prefer limited and ephemeral goods to 

those that are pure and abiding. We are even tempted to assert our 
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freedom against our Creator, as though freedom could exist without regard for truth. God's redemptive 

action in Christ helps to liberate us from this illusion. As Paul writes in Galatians 5:1, "For freedom Christ has 

set us free". Since Christ himself is the truth (John 14:6), it is also correct to say that the truth sets us free (John 

8:32).

As we celebrate the independence day of India, let us pray that we may all be liberated from human 

constraints of corruption, individualism, selfishness. Let there be peace and joy in our nation. Let all be 

protected especially the poor, weak and the minority. India is one of the fastest developing countries, striving 

to be a superpower nation. We take pride in our country for its rich culture, fertile nature, and its unity in 

diversity. But it is very difficult to accept the fact that we are living in India where there are so many forces that 

enslave us continually. We are living in forms of modern slavery and under various pressures. Secularism is 

made a mockery, voices of the poor and the minority is silenced, social activists are endangered, scams and 

corruptions are numerous, political power plays with selfish motives are dominant, politicized media, 

corporatization, and destruction of nature is the order of the day. Let us pray to God to bless our country 

abundantly that justice and truth may prevail.

ü As Pope Francis has invited us to pray for small businesses, we pray for small and medium-sized 

businesses; in the midst of economic and social crisis, may they find ways to continue operating, and serving 

communities.

ü I invite you to pray for our Deacons John Bosco and Sachin Son that their forthcoming ordination to the 

priesthood may go on well and they may lead a worthy priesthood.

ü Our heartfelt condolences to our confrere Fr. Jeyaseelan on the death of his beloved father Mr. Martin. 

ü A reminder to the Superiors of the communities and Residence In-charges to prepare the annual 

project with the annual calendar and to accompany the community members toward their personal projects of 

life. 

ü A reminder to all the confreres to submit to the provincialate your Passports and other certificates.

ü A reminder to all the Superiors to write and send the articles to the newsletter ahead of time.

ü I request your prayers for my elder brother Mr. Suresh who is fighting with the stomach cancer. 

Fr. Ronald. J SdC
Provincial Superior

PROVINCIAL CALENDER JULY 2022

5 & 6 -   Major  Superiors  Meet  at  Dindivanam

9 -   Meeting  with  the  Archbishop  of 

      Madras- Mylapore

27 -   Ordination in Chennai

28 - 29 -   First Mass of the Candidates
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Dear brothers and  sisters!

isten to the voice of creation” is the theme and invitation of this year's Season of Creation. The 

ecumenical phase begins on 1 September with the World Day of Prayer for the Care of Creation, Land concludes on 4 October with the feast of Saint Francis. It is a special time for all Christians to 

pray and work together to care for our common home. Originally inspired by the Ecumenical Patriarchate of 

Constantinople, this Season is an opportunity to cultivate our “ecological conversion”, a conversion encouraged by 

Saint John Paul II as a response to the “ecological catastrophe” predicted by Saint Paul VI back in 1970. If we learn 

how to listen, we can hear in the voice of creation a kind of dissonance. On the one hand, we can hear a sweet song in 

praise of our beloved Creator; on the other, an anguished plea, lamenting our mistreatment of this our common 

home.

                The sweet song of creation invites us to practise an “ecological spirituality” ( Laudato Si', 216), attentive to 

God's presence in the natural world. It is a summons to base our spirituality on the “loving awareness that we are not 

disconnected from the rest of creatures, but joined in a splendid universal communion” ( ibid., 220). For the 

followers of Christ in particular, this luminous experience reinforces our awareness that “all things came into being 

through him, and without him not one thing came into being” ( Jn 1:3). In this Season of Creation, we pray once 

more in the great cathedral of creation, and revel in the “grandiose cosmic choir” [2] made up of countless creatures, 

all singing the praises of God. Let us join Saint Francis of Assisi in singing: “Praise be to you, my Lord, for all your 

creatures” (cf. Canticle of Brother Sun). Let us join the psalmist in singing, “Let everything that breathes praise the 

Lord!” ( Ps 150:6).

Tragically, that sweet song is accompanied by a cry of anguish. Or even better: a chorus of cries of anguish. In 

the first place, it is our sister, mother earth, who cries out. Prey to our consumerist excesses, she weeps and 

implores us to put an end to our abuses and to her destruction. Then too, there are all those different creatures who 

cry out. At the mercy of a “tyrannical anthropocentrism” (Laudato Si', 68), completely at odds with Christ's 

centrality in the work of creation, countless species are dying out and their hymns of praise silenced. There are also 

the poorest among us who are crying out. Exposed to the climate crisis, the poor feel even more gravely the impact 

of the drought, flooding, hurricanes and heat waves that are becoming ever more intense and frequent. Likewise, 

WORLD DAY  OF  PRAYER  FOR  THE  CARE  OF  CREATION
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our brothers and sisters of the native peoples are crying out. As a result of predatory economic interests, 

their ancestral lands are being invaded and devastated on all sides, “provoking a cry that rises up to heaven” 

(Querida Amazonia, 9). Finally, there is the plea of our children. Feeling menaced by short-sighted and selfish 

actions, today's young people are crying out, anxiously asking us adults to do everything possible to prevent, or 

at least limit, the collapse of our planet's ecosystems.

Listening to these anguished cries, we must repent and modify our lifestyles and destructive systems. 

From its very first pages, the Gospel calls us to “repent, because the kingdom of heaven has come near” (Mt 

3:2); it summons us to a new relationship with God, and also entails a different relationship with others and 

with creation. The present state of decay of our common home merits the same attention as other global 

challenges such as grave health crises and wars. “Living our vocation to be protectors of God's handiwork is 

essential to a life of virtue; it is not an optional or a secondary aspect of our Christian experience” (Laudato Si', 

217).

As persons of faith, we feel ourselves even more responsible for acting each day in accordance with the 

summons to conversion. Nor is that summons simply individual: “the ecological conversion needed to bring 

about lasting change is also a community conversion” (ibid., 219). In this regard, commitment and action, in a 

spirit of maximum cooperation, is likewise demanded of the community of nations, especially in the meetings 

of the United Nations devoted to the environmental question.

The COP27 conference on climate change, to be held in Egypt in November 2022 represents the next 

opportunity for all to join in promoting the effective implementation of the Paris Agreement. For this reason 

too, I recently authorized the Holy See, in the name of and on behalf of the Vatican City State, to accede to the 

UN Framework Convention on Climate Change and the Paris Agreement, in the hope that the humanity of the 

21st century “will be remembered for having generously shouldered its grave responsibilities” ( ibid., 65). The 

effort to achieve the Paris goal of limiting temperature increase to 1.5°C is quite demanding; it calls for 

responsible cooperation between all nations in presenting climate plans or more ambitious nationally 

determined contributions in order to reduce to zero, as quickly as possible, net greenhouse gas emissions. This 

means “converting” models of consumption and production, as well as lifestyles, in a way more respectful of 

creation and the integral human development of all peoples, present and future, a development grounded in 

responsibility, prudence/precaution, solidarity, concern for the poor and for future generations. Underlying 

all this, there is need for a covenant between human beings and the environment, which, for us believers, is a 
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mirror reflecting “the creative love of God, from whom we come and towards whom we are 

journeying”. [3] The transition brought about by this conversion cannot neglect the demands of justice, 

especially for those workers who are most affected by the impact of climate change.

For its part, the COP15 summit on biodiversity, to be held in Canada in December, will offer to the 

goodwill of governments a significant opportunity to adopt a new multilateral agreement to halt the 

destruction of ecosystems and the extinction of species. According to the ancient wisdom of the Jubilee, we 

need to “remember, return, rest and restore”. [4] In order to halt the further collapse of biodiversity, our God-

given “network of life”, let us pray and urge nations to reach agreement on four key principles: 1. to construct a 

clear ethical basis for the changes needed to save biodiversity; 2. to combat the loss of biodiversity, to support 

conservation and cooperation, and to satisfy people's needs in a sustainable way; 3. to promote global 

solidarity in light of the fact that biodiversity is a global common good demanding a shared commitment; and 

4. to give priority to people in situations of vulnerability, including those most affected by the loss of 

biodiversity, such as indigenous peoples, the elderly and the young.

Let me repeat: “In the name of God, I ask the great extractive industries – mining, oil, forestry, real 

estate, agribusiness – to stop destroying forests, wetlands, and mountains, to stop polluting rivers and seas, to 

stop poisoning food and people”. How can we fail to acknowledge the existence of an “ecological debt” 

(Laudato Si', 51) incurred by the economically richer countries, who have polluted most in the last two 

centuries; this demands that they take more ambitious steps at COP27 and at COP15. In addition to 

determined action within their borders, this means keeping their promises of financial and technical support 

for the economically poorer nations, which are already experiencing most of the burden of the climate crisis. It 

would also be fitting to give urgent consideration to further financial support for the conservation of 

biodiversity. Even the economically less wealthy countries have significant albeit “diversified” responsibilities 

(cf. ibid., 52) in this regard; delay on the part of others can never justify our own failure to act. It is necessary 

for all of us to act decisively. For we are reaching “a breaking point” (cf. ibid., 61).

During this Season of Creation, let us pray that COP27 and COP15 can serve to unite the human 

family (cf. ibid., 13) in effectively confronting the double crisis of climate change and the reduction of 

biodiversity. Mindful of the exhortation of Saint Paul to rejoice with those who rejoice and to weep with those 

who weep (cf. Rom 12:15), let us weep with the anguished plea of creation. Let us hear that plea and respond 

to it with deeds, so that we and future generations can continue to rejoice in creation's sweet song of life and 

hope.

Pope Francis

"Prayer is the raising of one's mind and heart to God 
or the requesting of good things from God." 
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 Musical Night, a fundraising program, 

was organized by the GLM and GC members of the 

GPN community in Bangalore. On the 31st of July 

2022, the GPN community was regaled by the 

musical talents of a troupe from Vasanth Nagar 

Bangalore. The audience were revitalized and 

energized by the old songs in Tamil Kannada and 

Hindi that were played and sung. About 600 

benefactors took part in this musical program. They were encouraging and assuring as they provided support 

and a pleasant ambiance for our grandpas. This was a memorable day for the GPN.

NEW ANIMATOR AND ADMINISTRATOR INSTALLATION IN GPN

MUSICAL NIGHT EVENT IN GPN

THE INAUGURATION OF  A  RENOVATED  HOME

Bangalore: A New superior and Administrator 
thof the Community were installed in GPN on 7  

July 2022. During the installation , Fr. Provincial 

superior read the appointment letter for Fr. 

Mathias as Superior and Vice Novice Master. He 

then invited Fr. Mathias to make the profession 

of faith. Thus, Fr. Mathias was officially installed 

as the new Superior of the GPN community, and 

all the confreres along with Fr. Provincial Superior stood up and congratulated Fr. Mathias. Fr. Provincial 

offered his thanks to Fr. Kulandai, the outgoing superior and the new community administrator. He praised his 

dedication and hard work that went into helping us achieve this historical moment.  Don Guanella Aged Home 

has been shifted to a new building, and Fr. Kulandai laid the groundwork for a spirit of lay collaboration. Fr. 

Provincial also praised Fr. Kulandai as a man of hard work and dedication as demonstrated by his actions as 

Superior.  

Bangalore: A
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Bangalore: The long-awaited dream to give quality residence to the elderly and destitute was realized on 7th 

July 2022 with the newly renovated infrastructure. The inauguration of renovated home for the aged took 

place with a special blessing by our Provincial Rev. Fr. Ronald at 6.00 pm in the presence of our residents, 

Evening School Children, Guest Priests, Sisters, GC, and GLM.  After the blessing, Holy Eucharist was 

presided by the Provincial superior and in the homily, he thanked God for his choicest blessings and 

acknowledged the hard work and the commitment of the GPN Community.  The Provincial Superior also 

introduced to the people the new team of the GPN community.

Bangalore: The grandparents' day was celebrated on 

24th July 2022 at 3.00 pm. The event was hosted by 

Charles Borromeo sisters along with their children. 

The children felicitated each grandpa with a rose 

flower and received their blessings. Rev. Sr. Savitha 

appreciated the senior citizens for their good example 

and services to society throughout their lives. The 

children entertained the grandfathers with a cultural program. 

thOn the 19  of July we blessed the new washing 

machine sponsored by Mr. Dominic Tilak, our former GC 

President of Bangalore. It's true what St. Louis Guanella 

said: “Those who receive with two hands from Providence 

must give with four hands to the poor of the Providence”. 

We wish to extend our sincere gratitude to all the 

additional sponsors from Italy: Mrs. Johna & family, Mr. 

Antony Francis & family, Mr. Nirmal & family, Mr. Israel & 

family, and Mr. Abel & family who assisted the candidates in 

various ways, in buying New English Missals and bicycles. We dedicated an hour of adoration and prayer for the 

well-being of our benefactors. May God bless them and their family members abundantly.   

 

Education benefits society at large and individual people as 

well.  A populace that is educated helps bring improvements 

to the general public and raise the living standards of all. 

Schooling leads to a decrease in poverty and enables each 

person to contribute to the economic development of the 

GRAND PARENTS DAY IN GPN

GOD LOVES A CHEERFUL GIVER

A  GOOD  BEGINNING  MAKES  A GOOD ENDING

Kopakka: 

Kopakka: Education is the most powerful weapon which 

you can use to change the world – Nelson Mandela.
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country. 

 “Your talent is God's gift to you. What you do 

with it, is your gift back to God,” says Leo Buscaglia. On 
ththe 27  of July, we had a cultural evening in Guanella 

Bhavan. A variety of programs were performed by the 

seminarians who demonstrated their diverse talents. 

Solo acts, as well as groups, performed the singing and 

dancing numbers. To keep the evening lively, party 

games were also organized for part of the evening. The 

new candidates also joined in  the fun and exhibited their talents. The evening was exciting and engaging. The 

celebration came to an end with a prayer and sumptuous dinner. A special thanks to Frs. Jeyaseelan, Arun 

David, and Sagayaraj who animated the program with the help of the brothers.

Cuddalore: “Charity will save the world” was a popular maxim of our Founder, St. Louis Guanella. Charity is a 

loving service rendered without seeking anything in return, except the welfare of the recipient. Genuine 

charity brings joy to the doer and the receiver and is a gift from God.  The benefits can never be understood 

through abstract theories or readings but rather through experience. Our Founder, after practicing and 

cherishing the virtue of charity, requested his children to “make charity the heart of the world”. 

The seminarians from St. Joseph's Minor Seminary were given a chance to practice this maxim of the 

Founder. The four college-bound brothers, namely: Rayar, Ruban, Andrews, and Vimal traveled, with their 

Rector, Fr. Adaikalam, to the Guanellian Mission center in the mountains of Thalavadi. This one-week mission 

trip was designed to expose the students to a group of 70 residents suffering from mental illness. The residents 

are severely impaired and require a great deal of assistance and support.  This new experience caused some 

thOn the 5  of July, twenty intermediate seminarians began their scholastic year at St. Vincent De 

Paul PU College. This education will equip them with the knowledge to face life's situations with courage and 

strength. 

Kopakka:

CELEBRATION OF A CULTURAL AND FRATERNAL EVENING

JOY OF CHARITY
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apprehension among the brothers, but they also were filled with a feeling of mercy towards these 

people. The Brothers were given a proper orientation by Fr. Gnanaraj, the Director, who animated them into 

service. The seminarians spent a lot of time with the residents following their schedules and daily programs. 

This extra support helped the residents to begin to comprehend their uniqueness, difficulties, and gifts. 

Working alongside them, the missionaries served meals and helped with personal care skills, gardening, 

cooking, and praying. Brothers prepared the center for the inauguration of the newly built kitchen. This was a 

firsthand mission experience for these young men as they had been denied many opportunities by the 

pandemic lockdowns. The brothers admired the service and dedication of the faculty of the house and prayed 

that their Good Samaritan mission may prosper and advance. This exposure has strengthened a few brothers' 

vocations and brought a foretaste of their future mission. 

Cuddalore: “A vocation flows from the heart of 

God and blossoms in the good soil of the 

faithful,” said Pope Francis. As a province, we 

give thanks to God for the good number of 

vocations we have received this year. At this 

point, 27 young men have expressed interest in 

and became candidates for the Order. This fruit 

is due to the hard labors of the vocation Promoters headed by Fr. Jeyaseelan, the Vocation Coordinator, whose 

contribution is most noteworthy. The Lord has answered our prayers for vocations and blessed our efforts. We 

intercede to the Lord to sow the seeds of faith and dedication in their hearts and facilitate their education 

during this initial stage of Guanellian formation.

Vatluru: Guanella Karunalaya Boys' Home was 

solemnly inaugurated on July 26th for the 

2022–2023 academic year. Rev. Fr. Francis 

Assisi, Superior of the Community, presided 

over the Holy Eucharistic on the Feast of St. 

Anne & Joachim, in the presence of the 

community Fathers and domestic workers. Fr. 

Assisi, in his homily, spoke about the great 

opportunity we have to improve boys' 

knowledge and morals. He also directed comments to the boys about the need to respect their elders and one 

another, and the importance of discipline and prayer life. It is a great blessing for the children to develop their 

morality as well as improve their extracurricular activities. After the Mass, toiletries, and mats were 

distributed to the boys. The program ended with the vote of thanks proposed by Fr. Christu Raju, Director of 

the Boy's Home.

THE GIFT OF VOCATIONS

THE ACADEMIC YEAR BEGINS
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INAUGURATION OF EVENING SCHOOL

FEAST  OF  ST. ANNE

 Kumbakonam:  It is a source of immense joy to be 

with the children and help them with their studies. 

The 2022-2023 academic year for our evening 

school in Kumbakonam began with an inaugural 

program organized in the new tent which was 

built for the children besides our priests' 

residence. We are grateful to ASCI, Fr. Provincial 

and his Council for supporting us and allowing us 

to build a new tent. The function, planned by the students and teachers, included different aspects such as 

dance, singing, and speeches. Fr. J. David and Mrs. Chellin were the chief guests of the day who, in their 

addresses, encouraged the children to utilize the opportunities provided to them by being diligent in their 

studies thus enhancing their career opportunities for the future. The speakers also expressed appreciation for 

the dedication of the volunteers, sisters, and teachers. The students who scored well in the last academic year 

exams were awarded prizes by Fr. J. David and Mrs. Chellin. After enjoying all the cultural programs, 

individual gifts were given to the children and teachers, and a delicious lunch was provided. 

Kumbakonam: Guanella Nagar Parish celebrated the Feast of St. Anne in the substation Santhanalpuram with 

extraordinary joy. The feast began on July 17th with a flag hoisting and solemn Mass celebrated by Fr. A. 

Bernandas, Superior and Parish Priest. The homily was preached by Fr. C. Paul Dhinagaran, who described the 

parents of Our Mother Mary as simple people of great hope. Each day of the Novena, the Rosary was prayed, 

the Sacrament of Reconciliation was offered, and then the Holy Mass was celebrated by different priests from 

the Diocese of Kumbakonam. Day Seven was a special devotion to St. Paul the Hermit. Fr. Paula Jeyakumar, 

Director of Beschi Media communication, Kumbakonam, gave a reflection on the joy, peace, and unity that 

God alone can give. After Holy Mass, there was a fellowship meal provided for more than three thousand 

people. Devotees came from many different places. The culmination of the celebration was on July 25th. Fr. 

Devadoss, Director of Sacred Heart Hospital Kumbakonam, presided over the High Mass and blessed the car 

procession which followed. The statue of St. Anne was taken around the streets of all the substations. On the 

following day, Fr. A. Bernandas celebrated the Feast Day Mass. In his reflection, Fr. Bernandas said, "We thank 

our grandparents for their prayer and good example." The flag was lowered officially ending the celebration.
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BIRTHDAY CELEBRATION OF EDUCATION

SHOPPING  OF  THE  ANGELS

PARENTS  TEACHERS  MEET

Chennai: On the 15th of July 2022 in Don Guanella 

Special School, Chennai organized a program on the 

Eve of Kamaraj's Birthday. This day is very special 

because of the special person Mr. Kamaraj who was, he 

is well known as the man one who opened the 

educational eyes of Tamilians. In our school, we 

celebrated his birthday in some creative ways. First, we 

honored him by decorating his photo with flowers.  Fr. 

Kennedy SdC and the teachers shared his lifetime achievements and his good qualities with the children. We 

also conducted some competitions like drawing, painting, and some other events. The image of Kamaraj was 

given to every student, they did their art with grains, colors, and paints, in creative ways. They made the day 

festive with these decorative paintings and artworks.

Chennai: In the academic year, 2022-23 Don 

Guanella Special School plans to take the 

children to different supermarkets on Fridays 

to teach money concepts. This is an innovative 

endeavor in the history of our school.  It 

represents the first time our children will go 

out to  purchase under the guidance of our 

special educators. Instruction in monetary 

concepts was composed and delivered by the 

educators before the initial excursion. On their first trip, they received instruction with smart class then they 

rode by school bus to the shopping complex of D-Mart. When they entered the shopping complex, each 

student carried a separate basket, selected the items they needed, and paid for their purchases by themselves. 

While they were shopping, the whole market asked about them. When the shoppers around the market 

learned that they were special children, they encouraged them. This was a wonderful success for our school to 

have the special children mingle with the community and learn the concepts of money and shopping.  

      

Sivagangai:  Parents' eyes are the reflection of their 

unconditional love for a child on this earth. On July 9th St. 

Guanella Anbagam special school was filled with the joy of 

parents visiting their children. All our special children 

were so eager to meet their parents and enjoyed their 

presence. Fr. Arputharaj, director of the school welcomed 
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the whole gathering. Dr. Mahendiren homeopathy doctor inaugurated the session by lighting the lamp. 

The Parent's council members were honoured with a shawl. Then parents were given orientation by the chief 

guest on homeopathy medicines and their healing. He also said the importance of medicine which can be used 

for the common sickness. Parents were allowed to open up their doubts and clarifications; many came forward 

with their concerns. The session came to an end with a vote of thanks and was followed by lunch.

Thalavadi: On the 9th of July in the presence of Rev. Fr. Ronald, Provincial Superior and his Council Fr. Gnana 

Raj submitted the house documents to Fr. Lawrence, and with the reading of the assignment letter, Fr. 

Lawrence was officially installed as the Superior of Nazareth Illam Thalavadi. The profession of faith and oath of 

fidelity was recited after the Morning Prayer in the presence of Rev. Fr. Ronald and Guanellian confreres from 

Chennai, Madurai, Sivagangai, Cuddalore, etc. After completing the installation ceremony, Rev. Fr. Ronald, 

Provincial Superior, inaugurated the new kitchen in the presence of the local vicariate Fathers, Guanellian 

Confreres, GLM, Benefactors, Nazareth Illam Staff, Residents, and neighboring village people. Next, Rev. Fr. 

Ronald, Provincial Superior, celebrated the Holy Eucharist. In his remarks, he thanked Fr. Gnana Raj, for his 

wonderful works in the community as Superior for the past 3 years and encouraged Fr. Lawrence to exercise 

his ministry of leadership to guide the community in a positive direction. Fr. Gnana Raj honored Rev. Fr. 

Ronald, Provincial Superior, with a garland and shawl and also honored all the guests and Fathers. He 

acknowledged all those who contributed, directly and indirectly, to the new kitchen and its equipment. 

Finally, all were happy, and we had a delicious fellowship meal and departed.   

      On June 28th a group of pilgrims from St. Stephens 

Church in New Boston MI visited the Shrine. Fr. John 

Hedges accompanied the group of home-schooling 

families. Fr. Hedges celebrated Mass, gave a special 

blessing to the fathers, and led the pilgrims through the 

outdoor Stations of the Cross. They enjoyed a picnic lunch 

before they departed.

INSTALLATION

MINI-PILGRIMAGE
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For the second year in a row, Janice Venditti, a member of the St. Joseph 

Women's Guild at the Pious Union has organized a float for the Grass Lake Fourth 

of July parade. Shrine volunteers walked beside the float handing out candy and a 

schedule of events happening at the Shrine. Residents from the St. Louis Center sat 

on the float with Fr. Guanella. This activity helps bring awareness of the Shrine to 

the greater surrounding community.

After six weeks of work and fun, the two Notre 

Dame interns bid a fond farewell to the residents and staff 

of the St. Louis Center. Angela Ly and Camille Patton 

may have arrived as strangers to one another, but they left 

as friends. The two of them went out of their way to be 

sure that the residents were experiencing the beauty of 

the season and the fullness of the activities available to 

them. They went with the residents to the Special 

Olympics Summer Games, movies, community events, and on a berry-picking adventure. Staff members 

organized a farewell celebration on July 8th that included games, dancing, and of course cupcakes.

          

Most of the St. Louis Center residents had never visited an aquarium. 

Luckily there is one not too far away, so the Day Program staff decided to 

organize a trip. All of the residents were excited to travel to Great Lakes 

Crossing Mall in Auburn Hills MI July 13th to see the Sea Life Aquarium. Seeing 

the fish was astounding; they could just look with awe as the graceful creatures 

swam through the tanks. The visit was topped off by lunch in the mall's food 

court and a short walk to see some of the giant Lego creations around the mall 

property.

The St. Louis Center Aktion Club had a few visitors at 

the July 8th meeting. John Gordon, of Chelsea Kiwanis, 

helped guide them through regular Club business. Kelly 

Flaherty, St. Louis Center Special Projects Assistant, proposed 

a quarterly task for Club members to complete. She asked 

them if they would consider taking on the task of switching 

PATRIOTIC  PARADE

FOND  FARE  WELL

A  PEEK  AT  SEA  LIFE

MEET  ZEEVA
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 for an outing to benefit the St. Louis Center. The weather was a perfect mix of sun and clouds and 

the golfers all enjoyed the round. There was lunch at the turn and raffles to purchase tickets for. After everyone 

finished their 18 holes, dinner was served in the pavilion, and stories were shared to honor the memory of Ann 

Merkel. 

The Italian American community in Detroit hosts a cultural event that is 

not to be missed. It is a time of food, friends, family, and music in Italy's 

traditions. Fr. Enzo Addari attended the event on July 17th to visit with generous 

friends of St. Louis Center as well as to get his own 'taste of Italy.' 

       

A longtime tradition for St. Louis Center 

residents was a trip to the annual Washtenaw 

County 4-H Fair. On Friday, July 29th, the 

residents were able to rekindle the tradition after 

the typical pandemic pause. Members of the 

Rogers Corners Herdsman 4-H Club invited the 

residents to the 2022 Washtenaw County 4-H 

Fair. The first stop was a goat show. Many of the 

residents were even able to try it for themselves. 

Each resident who took a turn earned a special 4-

H ribbon. The 4-H Club then took the group of residents through each of the barns so that they could see the 

other animals that were showcased at the fair. Llamas, sheep, cows, pigs, and more goats were happy to hand 

out kisses.   No 4-H fair is complete without horses. The residents found a spot to recline on the lawn and 

watch as the teens and their horses each attempted to make their way through the pole bending course. Soon 

the Rogers Corners Herdsmen brought the St. Louis Center group back to a special tent for lunch. It was an 

amazing morning.

 One of the parishioners of Sacred Heart Church 

celebrated her 103rd Birthday on July 27, 2022. She is 

independent and lives alone in her own house. In order to 

honor her Fr. Silvio and Fr. A. C. Peri went along with the 

Mayor. Bob DaSilva and the Former Mayor with the 

certificate of honor and special prize of the key of the City 

Hall. We fathers brought Flowers and a birthday card to 

wish her. It was a great moment to listen to her stories and we all surprised her with our presence and presents.

FESTA  ITALIANO

  JUST LIKE  BEING  ON  THE  FARM

103RD BIRTHDAY
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THE ANNUAL FEAST

      Month of June is dedicated to the Sacred Heart of 

Jesus. Sacred Heart Parish celebrated the annual feast for three 

days June10 through June-12. This year as  something special the 

Indian Food was introduced at the feast along with American and 

Portuguese Food. Many people volunteered to the feast in 

helping the games and food booth. On the third of the feast, the 

Eucharistic Procession along with the stautes of Sacred Heart of 

Jesus  and Our Lady of Fatima were brought in procession. Fr. Bernad carried the Blessed Sacrament. The 

procession came to an end with the final blessing.

AUGUST 

BIRTHDAYS

FEAST DAYS

5 - Fr. Bakthiswalagan. A

6 - Fr. Periyanayagam. M

11 - Fr. Kumar. S

12 - Fr. Shantham R. | Fr. Jose Rambabu V.

13 - Fr. Arockia Doss. J

15 - Fr. David. J |Fr. Deva P.

16 - Fr. Franklin Arokia Doss M.

22 - Fr. Suresh | Bro. Yesu Babu Kota

26 - Fr. Samson Rajasekaran J.

29 - Fr. Gnanaraj / Fr. John paul 

31 - Fr. Loyola Diraviam

1 - Fr. Alphonse Maria Ligory C.

5 - Fr. Chandra Nevis. D

8 - Fr. Dominic Sebastian Baskar

10 - Fr. Lawrence Thampusamy R.

11 - Fr. Prakash Philemen Raj

15 - Fr. Arputharaj J.

20 - Fr. Bernandes. A | Fr. Bernard L.

25 - Fr. Louis Baskar A.

ORDINATION ANNIVERSARY
6 –      Fr. Arokiadass/ Fr. Abraham/ 

Fr. Amalorpavanathan R./Fr. Anandhan
Fr. Antony Samy A. | F r . A r p u t h a r a j  
Fr. Bakthiswalagan A. |  Fr. Franklin 
Fr. Leo Joseph X. | Fr. Paul Francis A.  
Fr. Perianayagasamy A. | Fr. Sagaya Raj 
Fr. Shantham. R | 

Fr.Samson  | Fr.Paulraj. P | Fr.Vincent

14 - Fr Arun Kumar / Fr. Rajarathnam/ 
Fr. Anil / Fr. Vijay / Fr. Stalin 

18 - Fr. David Anburaj T. | Fr. Charles 
Promiyo. S| Fr. Bernandes. A/ Adaikalam 
Fr. Paul Arockiaraj. C 

22 –  Fr. Antony Xavier / Fr. Christu Raj  

Fr. Joseph Fernandez / Fr. Fr. Micheal  

Fr.Periyanayagam /Fr. Selvakani/ 

Fr. Vanathaiyan. A /

Fr. Achariyam. A Fr. Anil | Fr. Arul| 

Fr. Charles. A | Fr. Edal | |Fr. John Kennedy.
Fr. Loyola /Fr. Prakesh| Fr.  Francis Sunil   
Fr. Vincent. M

Fr. Dominic Baskar /Fr. John Peter. 
Fr. Kanikkai Raj  

Fr. Amal Raj. S| Fr. Kalai Selvan / 
Fr. Arockiaraj / Fr. Bernard. L / Fr. Gabriel.
Fr. Rishar. S/ Fr. Stalin. S / Fr. Vellington 

31.  Fr. Deva / Fr. Jeyaseelan / Fr. Packiaraj  
Fr. Maria antony Rajan / Fr. Vinnarasan
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