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CROSS: A MYSTERY OF LOVE AND 
SALVATION

Dear Confreres!

he celebration of the Holy Cross is crucial 

because the cross is central to the mystery of our TCatholic faith. We celebrate this feast of the 

Exaltation of the Cross for two reasons: (1) to understand 

the history of the discovery and recovery of the True Cross 

and (2) to appreciate better the importance of the symbol and 

reality of Christ's sacrificial love, namely, the cross in the daily 

life of every Christian. 

According to a reliable legend accepted by early Fathers 

of the Church, when the Body of Jesus and those of the two 

thieves were removed from their crosses, the disciples buried 

the body of Jesus in the tomb donated by Nicodemus. As it was 

customary, the crosses of Jesus and the two thieves were buried 

in a pit dug close to the tomb. They remained there unnoticed till 

the fourth century. In the fourth century, while the pagan 

commander Constantine the Great was in combat with 

Maxentius for the throne of the Roman Empire, AD 312, some 

of his Christian soldiers suggested that he pray to the God of the 

Christians to help him in his battle. In answer to his prayer, the 

sign of a luminous cross appeared in the sky with the words “IN 

THIS SIGNY OU WILL CONQUER" inscribed on it. 

Following this, Constantine won the battle over 

Maxentius. Indebted to the God of Christians for his victory 

at the Milvian Bridge, on October 28, AD 312, Constantine 

became a Christian catechumen. The emperor issued the 

Edict of Milan (in 313), guaranteeing Christian religious 

tolerance throughout the Roman Empire. He declared 

Christianity the official religion of the Roman Empire 

and commanded that the sign of the cross be placed on 

all the Roman standards and the shields of all the 

soldiers. At the request of the Patriarch of 

Jerusalem who participated in the Synod of 
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Nicaea, Emperor Constantine sent a team to find out the true cross. On September 14, AD 327, a team 

of excavators, led by Constantine's mother St. Helena, found below the temple of Venus at Calvary the 

True Cross on which Jesus had been crucified. The cross of Christ was identified by the miraculous 

healing given to a terminally sick lady when touched by the cross of Jesus. The Patriarch of Jerusalem, 

Makarios, standing on a raised platform, lifted high the cross, “exalting” it, for all to see. The people fell 

to their knees, bowing down before the cross and crying out repeatedly: "Lord, have mercy!" To 

commemorate the finding of the Holy Cross, Constantine built and dedicated two Churches upon 

Calvary, "Anastasis" and “Golgotha," both within the precincts of the present Church of the Holy 

Sepulchre. 

In 355, the Feast of the Exaltation of the Holy Cross was established in Jerusalem to 

commemorate St. Helena's discovery of the true cross of Jesus. In AD 614, Chosroes II, the King of 

Persia, invaded Syria and Palestine and carried away many of the great treasures of Jerusalem, including 

the relic of the True Cross. In AD 628, Emperor Heraclius of Constantinople marched into Persia and 

recaptured the True Cross. He took the cross to Constantinople at first and then brought it back to 

Jerusalem on March 21, 630 walking barefoot and wearing sackcloth in penance. On September 14th, 

the Sacred Cross was restored to its place in the Church of the Holy Sepulcher (Anastasis) in Jerusalem. 

It was to commemorate this great event that the Church of Rome adopted the "Feast of the Exaltation 

of the Holy Cross" on September 14th.

History teaches us that brutal and barbaric, the cross was a tool of political power for the 

Romans. They maintained their power because of the fear of death on the cross. When one was 

condemned by the state, the condemned had to "take up his cross" and carry it to the public place 

where he was to be crucified. It was part of the humiliation process, the mechanism of social control for 

which crucifixion was invented. Even the Jews considered it an instrument of suffering and shame: 

"cursed is anyone who hangs on a tree" (Deut. 21:23). Jesus went to the cross as one who was rejected 

(by the elders, the chief priests, and the scribes), and abandoned (completely -- by his disciples, too). 

We must learn to appreciate the real message of the cross in our Christian life. The cross as a symbol of 

self-surrendering love: The cross and the crucifix are meaningful symbols as the dove symbolizes peace 

and the heart symbolizes love. The crucifix/cross is the symbol of God's loving and sacrificial offering 

of Himself in a humble, total self-emptying love for all of us so that we might have everlasting life with 

Him. It represents the cross-bearing Christ leading us in our life's journey of pain and suffering, 

carrying his heavier cross and still encouraging us, strengthening us, and supporting us. In addition, the 

cross is the symbol of the risen Christ who promises us a crown of glory as a reward for the patient 

bearing of our daily crosses. Thus, the cross is a symbolic summary of the Passion, Crucifixion, and 

Resurrection of Christ -- all in one image. Christians "exalt" the Cross of Christ as the instrument of 

our salvation. 
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The Cross contains in itself the mystery of salvation, because, in the Cross, Love is lifted. This is 

the lifting up of Love to the supreme point in the history of the world: in the Cross Love is lifted and the 

Cross is at the same time lifted through Love. And from the height of the Cross, love comes down to us. 

Yes: "The Cross is the most profound condescension of God to man . . . The Cross is like a touch of 

eternal love upon the most painful wounds of man's existence" (Pope John Paul II, 

How should we carry our crosses? We should not carry our crosses cursing our fate as does the 

donkey carrying its heavy load, protesting like oxen or horses pulling heavy carts, or expecting a 

heavenly reward as a hired worker works for his wages. The true spirit of carrying our crosses is to do so 

like a loving wife who nurses her paralyzed husband or sick child with sacrificial love and dedicated 

self-surrender. We find support in carrying our crosses by drawing strength and inspiration from Jesus 

walking ahead of us carrying his heavier cross and supporting us in carrying our crosses.

As Pope Francis has invited us, we dedicate this month to praying that the death penalty, which 

attacks the dignity of the human person, may be legally abolished in every country.

Dives in 

Misericordia, 8).

Fr. Ronald. J SdC

Provincial Superior

PROVINCIAL CALENDER 
    SEPTEMBER 2022

04 - Marriage Golden Jubilee in Thennur
05 - DPP Council Meeting
07 - Marriage in Kumbakonam
08 - Meeting with the Project Desk
09- Marriage in Thiruvannamalai
11 - Memorial Mass in Tuticorin
25 - GYM Meeting in Chennai
27- 29 - Superiors & Administrators Meet in Chennai



Ahead of World Youth Day 2023, set to take place in Lisbon, Portugal, Pope Francis credited Pope St 

John Paul II with the inspiration to bring young people together from all over the world, strengthen them, 

and support them. He said the creativity of young people is “a sign they are anchored in the present, looking 

to the future… it helps them to find themselves and feel strong enough to make their way towards the 

future.”

He insisted that “the Pope is going” to WorldY outh Day 2023: “Either Francis is going or John XXIV is 

going,” he said, alluding to the possibility that there might be another Pope by the time of the event. “But the 

Pope is going. “Pope Francis spoke, too, about the need to speak to young people in their language, which 

comes from their own youth culture. “So, you have to listen to them in their way of interpreting things and 

respond to them in a way that they can understand… and according to the experiences they are living today.”

HOW DOES THE POPE PRAY?

Asked about his prayer life, Pope Francis said he prays the Liturgy of the Hours every day, and also 

prays the Rosary, and meditates on the Bible. “In other words,” he said, he prays in different ways. “I place 

myself before God and sometimes I get distracted, but He doesn't get distracted, and that consoles me,” he 

said, adding “everybody has to pray as the Holy Spirit inspires them.” The Pope then spoke about how one can 

know that the Holy Spirit is speaking to us. The Holy Spirit speaks all languages, he said, but knows how to 

bring harmony out of differences. This harmony, the Pope said, is the ecclesial sense – a sense that is absent 

from those who have a religious sense, but lack the Holy Spirit.

Pope Francis returned to the theme of the harmony produced by the Spirit in response to a question 

on the ongoing synod. He said the Synod on Synodality has its roots in Pope St Paul VI's recognition that the 

Latin Church “had lost the synodal dimension.” The current synod, Pope Francis explained, is intended “to 

finish the catechesis on synodality.”

The Synod, Pope Francis insisted, is not a parliament, where everyone says what they want. Instead, 

in a synod, all seek the harmony that is produced by the Holy Spirit. So, he said, “in the Synod, there is 

diversity in what each one says, but it is the Spirit who creates harmony.”

THE IMPORTANCE OF DIALOGUE

The Pope also insisted on the importance of dialogue, especially regarding a question about what he 

would say to the presidents of Russia and Ukraine. The Pope noted that both presidents had visited him in 
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Rome before the current war. “I believe that dialogue always leads to progress,” but noted that 

dialogue is often difficult.

The Pope said he was unsure if he would be able to visit Kyiv or Moscow, noting that he was 

having health issues with his knee once again after his journey to Canada. Nonetheless, he said he is 

doing what he can and asking everybody to do what they can. “Together we can do something,” he said, 

adding that he is accompanying the situation with his pain and with his prayers.”

AHEAD  OF  WYD:  OPEN  THE  WINDOW!

The interview with Pope Francis also covered several other topics, including the importance of 

good liturgy, the role of women in the Church, and his daily routine.

Finally, asked about what message he has for the Church of Portugal ahead of World Youth Day, 

Pope Francis said, “look at the window. Look at the window. And ask yourself: 'Does my life have an 

open window?' If it doesn't, open it as soon as possible. Don't be with your nose to the wall, of a 

problem, of whatever it is. Know that we are walking towards the future, that there is a path. Look at 

the path. Open the window! Look beyond your nose, beyond! Look, open up, keep the horizon, and 

widen your heart.”

     PRIESTLY ORDINATION AND FIRST HOLY MASS

thOn Saturday, 27  August 2022, Divine Providence Province witnessed a delightful and jubilant 

event of the priestly ordination of Deacons John Bosco and Sachin Son. The event was graced by the 

presence of multitudes of people who came from different regions, among which was noticeable the 

presence of His Grace 

the family and relatives of the priests to be ordained. 

Most. Rev. Dr. George Antonysamy, Archbishop of Madras – Mylapore, Fr. 

Soosai Rathinam - General Councilor, Fr. Ronald - Provincial Superior, Provincial Councilors - Frs. 

Satheesh, Francis and Gnanaraj and by other Guanellian priests and diocesan priests, Guanellian 

family, local religious and 
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The ordination took place at Sacred Heart Seminary Chapel. Guanellian family, the 

relatives and family members, the faithful, as well as the priests to be ordained, had been waiting 

anxiously and looking forward to this big day, and as such, intensive preparations were made in order 

to make the big day a success. Guanellian Sisters, Seminarians and confreres from DGMS and St. 

Joseph's Seminary, domestic staff of DPP, DGMS & DGSS worked tirelessly and exhaustively to make 

sure that everything was in order. Altar was decorated meaningfully, choir sang beautifully, and 

everything else went just smoothly as expected.  In his homily, the bishop enumerated duties of the 

priest and reminded them the challenges and relevance of the priestly life. The celebration was 

meticulously planned and orderly conducted.
thOn the following day, on Sunday, 28  August 2022, Fr. Sachin Son celebrated his first Holy Mass 

thin his home parish, St. Thomas Church, HAL Bangalore and on Monday, 29  August 2022, Fr. John 

Bosco celebrated his first Holy Mass in his home parish, Immaculate Heart of Mary's Church, 

Sathipattu. Large number of Guanellian and diocesan priests joined in the First Mass and Guanellian 

sisters, religious, friends and well-wishers participated in it. The solemn Eucharistic Celebration was 

preceded by a procession through the hometowns of the newly ordained. Both the newly ordained 

priests thanked God in their First thanksgiving Mass for the goodness of the Lord. The faithful 

participated in the First thanksgiving Mass wished and prayed for them that they may be faithful and 

effective Guanellians at the service of the Universal mother Church.

  

PROVINCIALATE : Independence Day 

has great importance in every citizen's 

life. This day reminds us every year that 

freedom is sacred and citizens must do 

everything to ensure that it shall not be 

endangered. Staff and Students of Don 

Guanella Evening School, Provincialate, 

C h e n n a i  c e l e b r a t e d  t h e  7 6 t h  

Independence Day of India. For this year, 

the Provincialate campus was filled with 

patriotism fervor with the decoration and preparation by staff and the students. Mr. Winfred, the local 

councilor, and Mr. Jeremiah, our benefactor were the chief guests of the program. Patriotic poems, 

speeches and songs, and cultural programs were presented by the Evening school students. In the end, 

the chief guests delivered a short speech. Later, Fr. Arun Kumar thanked the chief guests and 

appreciated & encouraged the talents of the students. At the end of the ceremony, sweet balls (laddoos) 

and snacks were distributed to the students.

KUMBAKONAM: Independence Day reminds every Indian of the beginning of a new era, the start of 

a new life—free from bondage and slavery. It is for this same reason, that Independence Day is given so 

much importance and is celebrated in a very grand manner across the country. Our Lady of Divine

   REMEMBERING  THE DAY OF FREEDOM

INDEPENDENCE DAY
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 Providence Church organized a 75th 

Independence Day. It was also celebrated with a 

sports day for the evening school children on 

August 15. Nearly 130 children from different 

villages participated. After Mass the national flag 

was hoisted by the chief guest, respect was paid to 

the flag, the oath was taken, and the national 

anthem was sung. The fathers in charge had 

organized the day with different games and 

sports. The children actively and enthusiastically participated in all of the events. They were cheered on 

by the fathers, sisters, and teachers. After each game, the children were honored with gifts and prizes. 

The day concluded with delicious food for everyone.

PILGRIMAGE TO ST. ANNE'S CHURCH

VOCATION PROMOTION 

thCUDDALORE: On the 13  of August, every year 

it is the custom of the Legion of Mary at 

Sagayamatha Parish, Cuddalore to make a 

pilgrimage to St. Anne's Church, Perikanmedu, 

Pondicherry. They began their journey at 9 am 

and reached their destination by 10 am. In front of 

the Church, as a token of thanksgiving, they kept 

Pongal. They prayed the Holy Rosary, 

remembering the many Legion of Mary members who passed away due to the pandemic. They 

announced the names of the deceased and prayed for all the departed souls as well. Then Fr. Vincent, 

the Parish Priest, celebrated Holy Mass and preached the homily. After that, we had a fellowship meal 

sharing. 

CUDDALORE: TNLBC Commission for Vocations organized a two-day seminar for Vocation 

Promotors on August 27 and 28 at St. Theodore's Retreat Centre, Sanatorium, Wellington Barracks, 

Coonoor, Ooty. The theme of the seminar was Vocation Promotion: An Invitation to the Fullness of 

Life. The resource persons were Rev. Fr. Raymond Joseph & Rev. Fr. Maria Antony. It was a well-

organized program. About 120 members participated. It was a thought-provoking seminar that helped 

us to be authentic vocation Promotors in our respective ministries.Se
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MEDICAL CAMP

CELEBRATION IN UNITY, DIVERSITY, AND FRATERNITY

CUDDALORE: On the 14th of August, we 

organized a medical camp in our parish church 

with help of Sagothara Valzu Sangam. Rev. Fr. A. 

Soosai Rathinam, SdC, General Councilor, 

celebrated Holy Mass and preached the homily. 

Following the Mass, he inaugurated the medical 

camp, and he thanked St. Louis Guanella Good 

Samaritan for their service and expressed 

appreciation. Fr. Francis, Superior, also spoke 

about health as wealth, and our responsibility to 

do our duty each day. Health is the primary mechanism of human beings, and we have to take care. 

Many people benefited from this medical camp. About 300 people came for a check-up. The general 

health doctor, ENT, and dentists were present. Lastly, Fr. Vincent, the Parish Priest, thanked everyone 

and gave a memento to all the doctors and nurses. We enjoyed a fellowship meal as the camp came to 

end.

     

CUDDALORE: On the 4th of August, the SJS Community together with St. Joseph's evening school 

children celebrated the 75th Independence Day of our country. The celebrations began around 11 am 

with a parade and hoisting of the national flag by the prominent guest, Rev. Fr. Soosai Rathinam, the 

General Councilor, in the presence of Rev. Fr. Francis the Provincial Councilor, and Rev. Fr. 

Adaikalam, the Superior and Rector. In his presidential address, our general councilor inspired the 

students to remember “nation first, always first.” Several different activities followed. The brothers 

performed an amazing pyramid for the gathering. Next, the children and the brothers enjoyed tea and 

snacks. The festivities continued with cultural events in the auditorium, where the children expressed 

their love for the country through patriotic songs and dances. During these events, the children were 

gifted with some mathematical instruments to aid in their studies. The audience was enthralled, and 

the day was certainly a memorable one. Finally, the children departed to their homes with the 

provisions for a sumptuous lunch. 
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The Initiation Brothers from SJS traveled along with Fr. Rector to Chennai to assist in 

the preparations for the Holy Ordination of two of our deacons. After the ordination and activities 

connected to the various preparations, they were permitted to go around the pilgrim centres and 

picnic spots in Chennai. The brothers, along with Fr. Adaikalam, visited some new places, enjoyed the 

day, and finally landed at Marina Beach before departing to SJS. 

On the 15th of August, the Solemnity 

of the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary into 

heaven, the SJS senior brothers conducted the 

creative Rosary to plead with Mother Mary for the 

people suffering from various diseases. Another 

intention was for national freedom, a gift, to be 

cherished by everyone as an Indian Citizen in their 

daily life. The event was well organized by the 

brothers and helped promote a prayerful atmosphere 

in our hour of need. 

On August 7th, the SJS premises were filled with the laity from the locality of 

Cuddalore. A retreat had been organized by a team including Rev. Bro. Varghese from Kerala. The goal 

of the retreat was to inspire and energize the laity. It was a day of spiritual renewal for the lay people 

and the brothers of SJS who also took part in the retreat. The animating team and the organizers did a 

wonderful job of planning and executing the day. 

SERVICE AND PICNIC

PRAYING TO MAMMA

DAY  WITH  THE  LORD

CUDDALORE:

CUDDALORE:

CUDDALORE: Se
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SUPPORTING THE LIVING ANGELS

MEDICAL CAMP

THE PRIDE AND THE FUTURE

CHENNAI: On the 6th of August 2022, the Don 

Guanella Special School had a unique afternoon 

because benefactors, Mr. Selvam, and Mr. Britto 

and their families, with the Lion Club association, 

visited our school. They contributed fifty new 

chairs for our special children. They also offered a 

special meal for us and joined us for lunch. These 

benefactors told us that they will strive to do more 

help to our school's growth. We also remembered 

and prayed for fourth death anniversary.

 CHENNAI: On the 8th of August 2022, at Don Guanella Special School, a team from ACS Hospital 

arrived to check the physical health of our 

special children. They began with the physicals 

of the children. The doctors were attentive and 

kind to our children and prescribed needed 

medications. At the end of the camp, they 

provided sports materials to help keep our 

children physically fit. In conclusion, Dr. A. T. 

Arasar Seeralor, Head of the Department of Pediatricians, explained the importance of vegetables and 

fruits and he give many other health tips to our children. The day ended on a positive note.

VATLURU:Youth is the pride and the future. Inevitably, they are tomorrow's leaders and citizens who 

will build up our Nation. We must recognize the potential of our young people and help them grow and 

develop. As a result, we hosted a youth gathering in Sacred Heart Church, Vatluru. Invited were some 

70 youth motivators from JesusY outh Movement from Hyderabad. 

Mrs. Arul Maria Geetha on her 
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VATLURU: 

Rathinam, one of the general councilors, 

visited Koppaka and together with the 

community Fathers presided over the Holy 

Eucharist. During the liturgical celebration, 

he expressed how happy he was to see so 

many young seminarians and encouraged 

them to be diligent in their formation right 

from the beginning, purifying their intentions. He also declared “TOGETHER TO BECOME HOLY,” 

the formative theme of the year 2022-2023. We honored him with a shawl and bouquet. After the Holy 

Mass, we headed towards the cemetery of Fr. Bala Yesu, and Rev. Fr. A. Soosai Rathinam animated a 

small prayer service for the repose of his soul and expressed his deep sorrow for such a great loss. Next, 

a small program was organized and animated by our seminarians to show our respect and reverence to 

the general councilor. Finally, with a sumptuous meal and several more words of wisdom from Rev. Fr. 

Soosai Rathinam, the visit ended. 

Every divine action begins from the Father, proceeds through the Son, and is completed in 

the Holy Spirit." Saint Basil . On the 1st of August, the Guanella Bhavan community, officially began 

the scholastic year 2022-2023 with the Holy Eucharistic celebration, presided over by the superior of 

the community. Concelebrating with him was the formative team. At this Mass, 14 brothers who just 

arrived were given Holy Crosses as a sign of incorporation into the community. They are about to begin 

a year of academic excellence in the Minor Seminary. Real learning means paying attention and staying 

curious. In this new scholastic year, we wish them inspiration and happiness! May God shower them 

with all the necessary gifts to excel in their academic career.

HOMAGE TO FR. BALA

HOLY SPIRIT MASS IN KOPPAKA

On the 23rd Rev. Fr. A. Soosai 

KOPPAKA: 
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INDEPENDENCE DAY & ASSUMPTION OF THE BLESSED VIRGIN MARY

CHILDREN--THE OWNER OF OUR HOME

KOPAKKA:On August 15, 2022, India 

commemorated its 75th year of Independence. 

On this day, Indians pay tribute to all the 

prominent past leaders of India who heroically 

fought for the country's freedom. We wanted to 

pay tribute to our freedom fighters, so we hoisted 

our national flag on our premises and recited the 

national pledge to express our patriotism.  In the evening we celebrated the solemnity of the 

Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary. Following the Eucharistic celebration, some students were 

recognized. First, uniforms were distributed to the school-going seminarians; second, seminarians 
thwere awarded prizes for competitions. The competitions were to celebrate the 75  Independence Day 

and were conducted in the College. The categories included: mime, group dance, and drawing. Bros. 

Salit Kumar & Arjun Singh won for mime; Bros. Lillu Nayak, Abja Nayak, Sundaram & Tushar for group 

dance and Bro. Lillu Nayak for drawing. The prize cups were distributed. 

KOPAKKA“Every child you encounter is a divine appointment.” Wess Stafford. On the 21st of August, 

we celebrated the inaugural function of our Don Guanella Evening School. Children from five 

different villages: Koppaka A, Koppaka B, Koppaka Gudem, Ankanna Gudem, and Singavaram along 

with their teachers were invited to our institute. Approximately 200 children were present for the 

event. A variety of cultural programs were performed by our brothers and the evening school 

children. The Superior of the Community, addressing the children, reminded them that it was the 

responsibility of each who has benefited from this Don Guanella Evening School to serve as a role 

model to lead the new students. He quoted the maxim of A. J. Abdul Kalam “Dreams transform into 

thoughts and thoughts result in action.” Finally, after stationery items and evening snacks were 

distributed to the children, the celebration ended.
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VOCATIONAL THERAPY FOR THE SENIOR CITIZENS

RENOVATED NEW NOVITIATE HOUSE

 MEDICAL ASSISTANCE FROM THE ARCHDIOCESE OF BANGALORE

BANGALORE: World Malayalee Federation 

organized a one-day program for the Elderly of 

Don Guanella Aged Home, Bangalore. It was a 

wonderful experience for the elderly where 

they learned gardening and also how to make 

paper bags. The vegetable saplings for the event 

were donated and planted until noon. In 

addition, training was provided for a few 

capable elderly to maintain the garden. After lunch, everyone was given a demonstration on how to 

prepare paper bags of different sizes. All the residents participated in the activity and that was 

entertaining for the elderly. It was a memorable day for all and WMF promised to visit often and render 

services for the well-being of the residents. Special thanks to Mrs. Philomena, a retired professor and 

also a member of WMF, for taking the initiative and organizing the day.

BANGALORE:I was glad when they said to me, “let 

us go to the house of the Lord.” On the 6th of 

August, we happily inaugurated the renovated 

novitiate house for the novices. Rev. Fr. Matthias, 

the Superior, blessed and opened the renovated 

house in the presence of Rev. Fr. Kulandai Samy, the 

Vice Provincial, Rev. Fr. Shantham (Novice 

Master), DSMP sisters, and our grandfathers. Everyone was filled with joy when they stepped into the 

house. Our day started with holy Adoration. Everyone wished the novices a blessed stay and a fruitful 

discernment of their vocation. Finally, the novice master received the tabernacle key as a symbol from 

Rev. Fr. Kulandai Samy.

    

BANGALORE: The NGO United Way Bangalore 

together with the archdiocese initiated a program that 

will distribute oxygen concentrators to rural hospitals 

and institutions. This initiative will help the 

marginalized society around Bangalore and especially 

our elderly people at Guanellia Preethi Nivas. Fr. 

Kulandai Samy had requested the archdiocese health 

commission, and we received two oxygen 

concentrators to make the lives of our inmates more comfortable. We are grateful for the providence 

of God and the donors. 
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INDEPENDENCE DAY.

BASEBALL AND ROSARIES

Nazareth Illam:  The sacrifice of our brave Indian Freedom fighters is remembered on Independence 

Day. Because of the Covid-19 Pandemic, there have been no big celebrations or social events in the past 

two years at Nazareth Illam. We planned to celebrate this year, with St. Annal Elementary school 

children, with the great respect it is due. On this occasion, various cultural activities were conducted 

by St. Annal Elementary school children, Diginaarai. In our residence, it was a new exposure to this 

function. Our special invites were St. Ann's sisters, Fr. Johnson, the Superior of the Salesian 

Community, and Mr. Selvam, the local inspector of Thalavadi Station. While the school band was 

playing the National Anthem and Thamil Thai Vaalthu was sung, the hoisting of the National Flag was 

done by Mr. Selvam. After the flag hoisting, Mr. Selvam delivered his message. He spoke. “TheY outh of 

our county can bring change to the nation as it is rightly said that the future depends on the young 

generation. So, we must serve the nation and make every effort to improve our country.” In the end, he 

commended the school children for their brave activities and admired the cooperation and 

collaboration of residents of the home for the mentally ill. 

Every year the Knights not only invite the 

residents to come to enjoy Vocation Night at Jackson 

Stadium, but they send tickets for 25 residents and 

staff to get in the game, a bus to transport them to the 

game, and a voucher for dinner from the concession 

stand. This year the game was on Friday, August 5th. 

They were dropped off right in front of the stadium 

and the staff guided the excited residents into the 

ballpark. It was a perfect evening for a ball game. The 

sun was shining, the hotdogs were delicious, and the Lugnuts played a great game. When it was time to 

leave, the Knights of Columbus made sure that each resident got a rosary to take home.
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On Friday, August 12th, a group of Catholic homeschooling families came 

to St. Louis Center to help Laura Rayer, Activities Coordinator, put on a field 

day event for the residents. Laura planned some simple and fun games to 

challenge the residents' skills. There was an egg-on-a-spoon race, tug-o-war, 

and more. Both the residents and volunteers had a few laughs as they completed 

each of the challenges.

Eleven St. Louis Center residents packed their bags 

and headed to St. Francis Camp on the Lake the week 

of Aug 7-12th. This camp is a collaboration of 

Alhambra and the Knights of Columbus and provides 

the summer camp experience for persons with 

disabilities. The camp boasts air-conditioned lodges 

where campers sleep, lakefront activities, nature 

hikes, and handcraft activities. The individualized 

compassionate care of the camp staff insures that each 

camper has a safe and enjoyable camp experience. The residents returned with a suitcase full of 

handmade souvenirs and hearts and minds full of happy memories.

For the past seven years, St. Louis Center benefactor Willard Johnson has funded a college 

scholarship for the children or grandchildren of Center staff. This year Brandon Davey, son of Social 

Work Assistant Stephanie Lyerla was the recipient. A reception was held on campus on August 10th 

allowing Mr. Johnson to meet Brandon. Brandon is planning to use the scholarship to get a degree in 

nursing.

 FIELD DAY AT ST. LOUIS CENTER

RESIDENTS  ENJOY  SUMMER  CAMP

GENEROUS DONOR AWARDS SCHOLARSHIP

Se
pt

em
be

r 
 2

0
22



St. Louis Center has become a favorite place for 

the staff of HB Fuller Company to carry out community 

service projects. They paid a visit to the Center on 

Wednesday, August 17th. They helped to serve dinner to 

the residents, brought a DJ for an outdoor dance party, a 

gift bag for each resident, and an HB Fuller employee 

even brought her food truck that serves snow cones. The 

residents, staff, and HB Fuller staffers had a very good 

time dancing and singing. 

The Chelsea Community Fair is an event that truly attracts many participants from the area. 

Some enter their arts, crafts, kitchen creations, or livestock for judging. But nothing brings out as 

many people as the Fair Parade. This year on Saturday, August 27th, St. Louis Center decided to join in 

the parade fun. Staff members made the arrangements for a permit, a hay wagon, and a theme for the 

float. The residents helped to paint some of the decorations and course to pass out the candy. With 

great excitement in their hearts and picnic lunches in their hands, the residents headed to downtown 

Chelsea and the parade staging area. Staff members who accompanied the residents were decked out 

in lifeguard shirts and visors to personify the theme, “Be a lifesaver for St. Louis Center.” The hay wagon 

was decorated with waves and featured a giant lifeguard chair and lifesaving ring. Staff and residents 

riding on the float threw wrapped lifesavers candies while those who walked gave out cards with the 

candies attached. The cards invited recipients to 'Be a lifesaver for St. Louis Center' and visit the 

website to discover volunteer opportunities. Paradegoers were especially excited to see the St. Louis 

Center residents. The weather was sunny and warm, perfect conditions to watch a parade.

HB FULLER  BRINGS  SUMMER  FUN

AIN'T MUFFIN  LIKE  A  PARADE
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The St. Louis Center Family Association is 

comprised of the parents and siblings of current 

Center residents. They are great support for some 

of the fundraising activities and some tasks around 

the Center. On Saturday, August 13th several 

members arrived on campus to do some deep 

cleaning and organizing in the Day Program areas. 

The tables that are used for activities were coated with a finish. Lee, a St. Louis Center resident, and his 

mother did some weeding and planting around the home in which he lives.

Bioethics Conference on 'END-OF-LIFE DECISION MAKING' was organized for all the young 

Guanellian Confreres in the USA, on 25th August 2022, at Divine Providence Village, Pennsylvania, 

USA. The resource person was Rev. Fr. Tadeusz Pacholczyk, Ph.D., the current director of education at 

the National Catholic Bioethics Center, Philadelphia. Along with Confreres, there were also many 

medical professionals and employees, care providers from the Communities of Don Guanella and 

Divine Providence, and family people from St. Madelaine Parish who participated in the conference. 

Fr. Tad made a great impact, explaining the most complex end-of-life issues and solutions in a simple 

language. It was a timely education for the proper functioning of the mission and ministry. Thank you.    

WORK DAY ON CAMPUS

BIOETHICS CONFERENCE
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    BIRTHDAYS
 02  Fr. John Joseph
08 - Fr. Kanikkai Raj. A| Fr. Amal Raj. S
    Fr. Lawrence Thampusamy
14 - Fr. David Edward Stawasz
16. Fr. David Anburaj
18 - Fr. Anil Francis Kumar
19. Fr. Maria Paulraj
26. Fr. Arun David
28 - Fr. Leo Joseph
29 - Fr. Iruthayaraj

    FEAST DAYS

         08 -        Fr. Maria Arokiadoss| Fr. Franklin 

                      Fr. Arockia Raj| Fr. Stalin. S| 

               Fr. Vanathaiyan. A| Fr. Arockia Doss.        

           Bro.  Arockia Jayaseelan.  M/ 

                      Bro. Arockia William / 

           Bro. Arockia Samy

         29 -        Fr. Felicks Michael| Fr. Gabriel | 
               Fr. Rishar  Raffee Jegan| 

           Fr. Michael Durai Samy. A
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FOURTH  YEAR OF THE INSTALLATION OF THE PROVINCIAL COUNCIL

CONGRATULATIONS 
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