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MISSION AND ST. LOUIS GUANELLA

Dear Confreres!

Month of October is month of Mission and so rightly, we have begun this month of 

October with the celebration of St. Thérèse of Lisieux, Universal patron of the Missions. Therefore, I 

assume it is good to reflect with you through this letter about the missionary zeal of our founder for the 

congregations that he founded. In the following paragraphs, I would like to share with you the synthesis 

of the article that was written in Charitas N. 233.

We all know how Fr. Guanella had felt at a young age the missionary call and how it highly 

influenced his entire work as a Founder, even though, out of obedience to his Superiors, he had to scale 

down his aspirations and wait for a more opportune time. Fr. Pellegrini (from “Unpublished Fr. Guanella”, 

1993) confirms this missionary sensitivity of the Founder, which later had its consequence in the history of 

the two Congregations.  Fr. Pellegrini writes, “When he and his Scalabrini companion (still as seminarians) 

asked to pass on to the Seminary for Foreign Missions, newly founded near Milan, the Bishop replied that 

their Indies, their missions were in Italy. But Fr. Guanella never forgot the missions and tried to support 

them with every means available. He desired the friendship of the missionaries and followed their work with 

great concern and interest. In the end, he himself wanted to take action.”

Fr. Guanella himself confirms this in a letter from Olmo in 1881 to his Bishop, Monsignor Pietro 

Carsana. “Already in the Theological Seminary and until I left for Turin in 1875 for a period of a little more 

than ten years, I had been requesting this Ordinary (the Bishop of Como), 

to bless me for the Foreign Missions. To 1878 [...] I explained to him 

that I would surely leave immediately for the American missions, 

where Fr. Bosco had been strongly inviting me.” So it is 

understandable why at the age of 70, he had the courage to 

announce to his Sisters new and challenging goals in favor of the 

Italian immigrants in the United States. He was surely thinking of 

fulfilling his vocation, convinced that charitable work is an essential 

part of the evangelization of Peoples.

Fr. Pellegrini writes that this idea was particularly 

clear to Fr. Guanella when three bishops from Egypt 

came to visit his agricultural colony of Monte Mario 

in Rome in 1904. They expressed their wish to 

have similar works in Egypt. They told him, 

“The merciful hand, extended towards the 

many alienated indigenous people would 
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have relieved them materially at first and then brought them easily to the Catholic unity. He felt re-

enkindled the desire to run in aid of those poor missionary bishops. He would have wanted to multiply 

his many works of charity to render the proclamation of the Gospel more effective, following the 

teaching of Jesus, “When you arrive to a city, first take care of the ill, interest yourselves of their human 

miseries to relieve them, and then announce, “The Kingdom of God is at hand” 

A year earlier, another missionary bishop in Africa came to knock on the door of Fr. Guanella, 

asking for hospitality. He would have wanted to speak in the cathedral of Como, but they did not allow 

him because they said he did not speak Italian well enough and the people would not have understood 

him. Fr. Guanella welcomed him enthusiastically. He hosted him with the highest honors that his 

poverty could allow, inviting him to speak to his patients about the missions and the Kingdom of God... 

Fr. Guanella and the poor understood him very well. Even the bishop must have felt comfortable 

because the language of charity and simplicity is universal. The heart was enough to enter in tune with 

the Kingdom of God... and perhaps the best prepared to take part in and live the reality of the Kingdom 

of God are the simple peoples of Africa, just like the “good children” of Fr. Guanella...

Fr. Guanella deeply sensed that his charism, based on the conviction that God is a good and 

Provident Father, must embrace all his children everywhere and in whatever place or condition they 

might live in. One cannot leave unaided people who could lose their faith because they have had to 

immigrate far from their country to earn the necessary bread for the life of their family. “Bread and the 

Lord” was not only the summary of his apostolic intuition, but it also had to be the method of his 

missionary work: to reach the heart and souls through the cure and relief given to corporal needs. It is 

the right integration of the need for corporal and spiritual works of mercy.

The decision to send his Sisters to America could not have been an easy one for him either, 

although he was always courageous in launching daring endeavors. The reason for taking on this new 

adventure at his not-so-young age must have been rooted in his heart. We know how he experienced 

and suffered the difficult situations of many immigrants from his valleys. He had gone through those 

sufferings from a very young age. Being a sensitive and practical man, he could not but feel the need to 

do something when the right moment arrived. He wanted to go in person to get in contact with the 

situation that he must have imagined many times, thinking of those who had to emigrate in search of 

better conditions for them and their families.

Some points taken from the life of St. Guanella are still useful today to 

remain in tune with the missionary spirit of the Founder:

       Ø “Whatever you do, do it well!” 

    Ø “It is an honor to be able to collaborate in the mission of the       

  Apostles”

Ø “You will be understood through the language of charity and the  

 warmth of God's love...”

Ø “The missionaries are the expression of the entire Congregation”

Could this wealth of intuitions passed down by the Founder 

perhaps mean that the missionary openness is an essential element for the 

Guanellian to express its specific charism? The missionary work in fact, has the 
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same characteristics as all the activities that Fr. Guanella achieved in his works in his country. “Fear not, 

tiny Gospel flock. Do not fear if those who believe and follow you are few. They will grow... they will 

grow! Do not get lost if it seems as though you are not making miracles as the apostles. You will make 

them later...”

Should we consider the missionary spirit as only a pious desire or as a prophecy? In fact, I 

consider it as a true responsibility of ours. Our Divine Providence Province is blessed to have fifty 

confreres of our origin to serve as missionaries in other Provinces/Delegations of our Congregations. 

It is true to say the harvest is many but the workers are few... Besides praying to the Owner of the 

harvest to send workers for his fields, let us generously offer our availability to be sent wherever the 

Lord is inviting. May we grow up in the missionary spirit and encourage those of our brothers in 

different formation stages to cultivate this missionary spirit. Once again, I cordially invite all the 

confreres of our Province to engage more in Vocation Promotion in collaboration with the Vocation 

Promoter. 

May our saintly founder continue to guide us from heaven. 

Ø Heartfelt condolences to Fr. Constantine on the death of his beloved mother

Ø Thanks to all Superiors and administrators for your active participation and sharing in the 

recently held Superiors & Treasures Meet
thØ Hearty Welcome to the Regents for the formation program from 12 to 14  Oct. 

Ø Congratulations and Prayers to our Confreres Bro. Yesubabu and Bro. Philomen Raja who are 
thabout to begin their preparation for perpetual profession on 10   Oct. 2022

Ø Congratulations and Prayers to our confreres who are about to receive the Ministry of Acolyte 
thand the Ministry of Lector on 24  Oct. 2022

Ø Most probably the annual retreat will be held from the last week of January 2023 to first week 

of Feb. 2023 in two groups. 

Ø Reminder to all Superiors to send to the Provincialate the annual project for this scholastic year 

at the earliest. 

Happy Feast

Fr. Ronald. J SdC
Provincial Superior

PROVINCIAL CALENDER 
    OCTOBER - 2022

02 - Installation of the Community in Madurai
10 - DGMS Chennai - Inauguration of Perpetual   

  Profession Preparations
12-14   - Regents Meet in Chennai
16 - 20 - Visit to Andra and Telangana
22- 23  - Dindigul - Recollection and Blessing of the 

   New  Building
24 - Chennai - Founder's Feast and Conferring of  

   Ministries
25- 30 - Language Classes for Novices and temporarily 

  professed
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Dear brothers and sisters, 

I would like to reflect on the connection between prayer and the communion of saints. In fact, when 

we pray, we never do so alone: even if we do not think about it, we are immersed in a majestic river of 

invocations that precedes us and proceeds after us.  Contained in the prayers we find in the Bible, that often 

resound in the liturgy, are the traces of ancient stories, of prodigious liberations, of deportations and sad 

exiles, of emotional returns, of praise ringing out before the wonders of creation… and thus, these voices 

are passed on from generation to generation, in a continual intertwining between personal experience and 

that of the people and the humanity to which we belong. No one can separate themselves from their own 

history, the history of their own people. We always carry this inheritance in our attitudes, and also in prayer. 

In the prayers of praise, especially those that blossom from the hearts of the little ones and the humble, echo 

parts of the Magnificat that Mary lifted up to God in front of her relative Elizabeth; or of the exclamation of 

the elderly Simeon who, taking baby Jesus in his arms, said: “Lord, now lettest thou thy servant depart in 

peace, according to thy word” (Luke 2:29).

Prayers — those that are good — are “expansive,” they propagate themselves continuously, with or 

without being posted on social media: from hospital wards, from moments of festive gatherings to those in 

which we suffer silently… The suffering of each is the suffering of all, and one's happiness is transmitted to 

someone else's soul. Suffering and happiness are part of a single history: they are stories that create history 

in one's own life. This history is relived in one's own words, but the experience is the same.

Prayer is always born again: each time we join our hands and open our hearts to God, we find 

ourselves in the company of anonymous saints and recognized saints who pray with us and who intercede 

for us as older brothers and sisters who have preceded us on this same human adventure. In the Church 

there is no grief that is borne in solitude, there are no tears shed in oblivion, because everyone breathes and 

participates in one common grace. It is no coincidence that in the ancient Church people were buried in 

EAVEN IN  MARKED BY SINLIVES

OLINESS  BLOSSOM CANH
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gardens surrounding a sacred building, as if to say that, in some way, the multitude who preceded us 

participate in every Eucharist. Our parents and grandparents are there, our godfathers and 

godmothers are there, our catechists and other teachers are there… That faith that was passed on, 

transmitted, that we received. Along with faith, the way of praying and prayer were also transmitted.

Saints are still here, not far away from us; and their representations in churches evoke that 

“cloud of witnesses” that always surrounds us (Hebrews 12:1). At the beginning, we heard the reading 

of the passage from the Letter to the Hebrews. They are witnesses that we do not adore — certainly, we 

do not adore these saints — but whom we venerate and who, in thousands of different ways, bring us to 

Jesus Christ, the only Lord and Mediator between God and humanity. A “saint” who does not bring you 

to Jesus Christ is not a saint, not even a Christian. A saint makes you remember Jesus Christ because he 

or she journeyed along the path of life as a Christian. Saints remind us that holiness can blossom even in 

our lives, however weak and marked by sin. In the Gospels we read that the first saint to be “canonized” 

was a thief, and he was “canonized,” not by a pope, but by Jesus Himself. Holiness is a journey of life, of a 

long, short or instantaneous encounter with Jesus, but always a witness. A saint is a witness, a man or 

woman who encountered Jesus and followed Jesus. It is never too late to convert to the Lord who is 

good and great in love (Psalm 103:8).

The Catechism of the Catholic Church explains that the saints “contemplate God, praise Him 

and constantly care for those whom they have left on earth.[…] Their intercession is their most exalted 

service to God's plan. We can and should ask them to intercede for us and for the whole world” (CCC, 

2683). There is a mysterious solidarity in Christ between those who have already passed to the other 

life and we pilgrims in this one: our deceased loved ones continue to take care of us from heaven. They 

pray for us, and we pray for them and we pray with them.

We already experience this connection in prayer here in this earthly life, this connection of 

prayer between ourselves and the saints, that is, between us and those who have already reached the 

fullness of life, this bond of prayer: we pray for each other, we ask for and offer prayers… The first way 

to pray for someone is to speak to God about him or her. If we do this frequently, every day, our hearts 

Holiness doesn't mean doing 

extraordinary things, but doing 

ordinary things  with love and faith 
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are not closed but open to our brothers and sisters. To pray for others is the first way to love them 

and it moves us toward concretely drawing near. Even in moments of conflict, a way of dissolving 

the disagreement, of softening it, is to pray for the person with whom I am in conflict. And 

something changes with prayer. The first thing that changes is my heart, my attitude. The Lord 

changes it to make an encounter possible, a new encounter, to prevent the conflict from becoming a 

never-ending war.

The first way to face a time of anguish is to ask our brothers and sisters, the saints above all, to 

pray for us. The name given to us at baptism is not a label or a decoration! It is usually the name of the 

Virgin, or a saint, who expects nothing other than to “give us a hand” in life, to give us a hand to 

obtain the grace we need from God. If the trials in our life have not reached breaking point, if we are 

still capable of persevering, if despite everything we proceed trustingly, perhaps, more than to our 

own merits, we owe all this to the intercession of many saints, some who are in Heaven, others who 

are pilgrims like us on earth, who have protected and accompanied us, because we all know there 

are holy people here on this earth, saintly men and women who live in holiness. They do not know it; 

nor do we know it. But there are saints, everyday saints, hidden saints, or as I like to say, the “saints 

next door,” those who share their lives with us, who work with us and live a life of holiness.

Therefore, blessed be Jesus Christ, the only Savior of the world, together with this immense 

flowering of saintly men and women who populate the earth and who have made their life a hymn to 

God. For — as St. Basil said — “The Spirit is truly the dwelling of the saints since they offer 

themselves as a dwelling place for God and are called His temple.”

 

 

Pope Francis

HOLINESS 

WILL 

SAVE 

THE WORLD



Date                          : 27th September to 29th September

Venue                       : Don Guanella Major Seminary, Chennai

Participants              : 31

 

A warm welcome was given to all the superiors and administrators for the Meet, after which 

few fathers were assigned for the animation of the Meet. They are as follows: Liturgy – Fr.M.John Paul; 

Choir – Fr.Francis and MC of the Meet – Fr.Praveen. The meeting began with a devotional song 

visualized in the projector sharply as scheduled in the calendar. Followed by Rev.Fr.Ronald SdC, 

Provincial Superior gave welcoming message to the forum. He stressed that our vision for the future 

be based on hope. As leaders, we are invited to be prophets of hope. Hope that is born of faith, 

commitment and coherence, based on a deep spirituality. He made very clear that the inputs that will 

be shared by our General Councillors and reading together of the Statutes of Province and the 

Administrative Manual will really be helpful in animating and administrating our communities as 

wished by our saintly founder.

The first conference was on the topic 

“Statutes of Divine Providence Province”. It 

was presented by Rev. Fr. Kulandaisamy SdC, 

Vice  Provinc ia l  Super ior. Cer ta in  

clarifications and doubts were made clear. 

Finally Rev. Fr. Adaikalam proposed a vote of 

thanks, Rev. Fr. Kanikkai honored him with a 

shawl and Rev.Fr. Provincial Superior gifted 

him a memento.

The second conference was on the topic “Authority within the Guanellian religious life”. It was 

presented by Rev. Bro. Franco Lain SdC, General Councilor, Link for DPP. He dealt with the following 

topics: General rules, the Superiors in general, the union among the superiors and the unity of 

direction and more useful norms for the unity of direction from the “Regulations of the sons of the 

Sacred Heart- 1899”. Finally Rev.Fr. Benson proposed vote of thanks and praying together the Leader's 

prayer, the conference came to an end. The third Conference, on the topic “Religious community life 

with a synodal style today” was presented b Rev.Fr. Soosai Rathinam SdC, General Councilor. He 

enlightened the participants with three different sub-titles: (i) The Art of self-leadership with the 360 

degree leader; (ii) The image of a community in relational / Communion aspect according to Don 

Louis Guanella; and (iii) The main ways to live religious community life. In the evening Holy Mass 

together with vespers was animated by Rev.Fr. Mathias SdC, Superior – Guanella Preethi Nivas, 

Bangalore and the day came to an end with dinner.

SUPERIORS AND TREASURERS MEET - MINUTES

First Day
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Second Day

Third-Day

Recommendation and information from Rev.Fr. Provincial Superior:

The second day opened up with Morning Prayer 

and Holy Eucharist, presided over by Rev.Fr. Arulraj SdC, 

Superior – Soosai Thottam, Madurai. In his homily, he 

said that it is better to cling to God than the power, 

position etc… Then the whole day was dedicated to the 

Administrative Manual of Divine Providence Province 

and it was presented by Rev. Fr. Francis SdC, Provincial 

Councilor, Treasurer of Indian Societies & Trust, discussions and clarifications were made and Rev.Fr. 

Bernandes proposed vote of thanks, Rev.Fr. David honored him with a shawl, and Rev.Fr. Provincial 

Superior gifted him a memento. Then Rev. Fr. Kulandaisamy SdC, Vice Provincial Superior released 

the Directory of the Province, final document of VIII General Consult held in Rome, the 

Administrative Manual of the province, Formation directory and DPP Regulations & Statutes of the 

Pious Union of St. Joseph.

            The third day began with Morning Prayer and 

Holy Eucharist, presided over by Rev. Fr. Praveen 

SdC, Superior – Guanella Bhavan, Andhrapradesh. In 

his homily, he shared that there is no success without 

pain and the Archangels communicate God's will to 

us in various ways to be an inspiration for others. 

They are the signs of God's presence because God is 

Immanuel (God is with us). Then Rev. Fr. Francis 

welcomed our auditor Mr. Arockiasamy to present 

his talk. The Auditor presented on the topic: “Acts of 

the societies”: (i) Society Registration Act; (ii) Income Tax Act and (iii) FCRA Act. He explained each 

sector in a very detailed way. Clarifications were made and doubts were cleared very precisely. At the 

end Rev. Fr.C. Jesudoss proposed his vote of thanks and appreciated his valuable contribution in the 

field of administration. Then the In-charges of the different offices of the province, namely Vocation 

Promotion & Youth Ministry, Project Desk, Communication Desk, Pious Union of St. Joseph and 

Evening school of the Province presented their annual plan and its functionality unto today. 

Clarification and doubts about each sector were cleared and explained properly.

Ÿ·        Annual retreat can be organized in the month of February due to some practical reasons and it 

was welcomed by the gathering.  

Ÿ·        Superiors are requested to present their community project to the Provincial Superior at the 

very beginning of the scholastic year. They could refer to the Congregation Site in this regard.

Ÿ·       Superior are reminded to make the confreres aware of the formation materials and documents, 

coming from both the Generalate and Province. 
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Ÿ·          Superiors are invited to involve in the vocation promotion and appoint one young confrere for 

this ministry in each community.

Ÿ·       Superior's main task is to accompany the confrere in difficulty. Ministry of presence is 

mandatory for all the Superiors. Certain moments Superiors should also learn to say No to strengthen 

the community life.

Ÿ· Superiors are reminded that we are religious congregation, not apostolic societies and stressed 

the importance of being together for the common moments.

Ÿ·       Superiors in the mission centers are highly expected to check the program whether it is 

formulated according to the guidelines of the government. Recognition from the government is 

mandatory for all mission centres. It is always better that one confrere should be present in the 

community to look after the recipients and to assure the presence.  

Ÿ·       Superiors along with administrators are requested to maintain the vehicles regularly and to drive 

with safety and security.

Ÿ        Administrators are reminded to maintain the house properly.

·       Any project from the communities that should be made with a separate request letter to the 

Provincial Superior and his Council. House Council Meeting minutes cannot be considered as request 

letter. It is always better to present any request in written form.

·   Superiors are requested to carry the following documents to your community: The directory of 

the Province, the final document of VIII General Consult held in Rome, the Administrative Manual of 

the province, Formation directory and the regulation & Statutes of the pious union of St. Joseph.

Then Rev. Fr. Provincial Superior thanked everyone for taking the effort to come over here for the 

meeting and encouraged everyone to work for the common good and the growth of the province. 

Finally, with midday prayer the meeting came to an end.

Ÿ

Ÿ
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“The influence of teachers extends beyond the classroom, well into the future”.

                                                                                             - F. Sionil Jose

Provincialate :  Teachers' day is observed on different 

dates around the world. In India, it is celebrated on 

the birthday of Dr. Sarvepalli Radhakrishnan who 

was a great teacher and philosopher and the second 

president of Independent India. Don Guanella 

Evening School students celebrated teachers' day on 
th5  September to show the teachers our appreciation 

towards them and their commendable service for 

imparting knowledge through education. The celebration began with the cake cutting and students 

honored the teachers with shawls and gifts. 

 

Chennai : The first term examination was held for the 

students at DGSS.  From September 1 onward they 

started to study hard and teachers were busy in  

preparing the question papers. They prepared 

separate question papers for each student depending 

upon their ability. Students started the exam 

interestingly and the teachers helped them to write. 

After finishing the exam teachers corrected their papers and gave marks. In the evaluation with parents. 

Director, Principal, and Special educator explained the ability and problems of the students. Parents 

shared their expectations and improvements of their children for the next term.

 
                                    

Chennai : The physiotherapy day is 

specially made for humans those who are 

physically challenged especially those 

with cerebral palsy. As a way of honoring 

them, they gathered and arrange an 

awareness program for our special 

children. Rev.Fr. Jerin SdC was the chief 

guest who was the former regent of Don Guanella Special School. Physiotherapist Mrs. Ezhilarasi 

organized an awareness program. The children who are in the different category they stand in their 

groups with different symbols and awareness boards.  The students were categorized as having Cerebral 

palsy, intellectual disabilities, Autism, and Down syndrome While playing the motivational song each 

group came in front and make aware of their different abilities, and at last, the therapist gave a speech 

and explained the importance of physiotherapy.   

          TEACHERS' DAY CELEBRATION

 

                                      QUARTERLY EXAMINATION AND EVALUATION

    PHYSIOTHERAPY DAY CELEBRATION



YOUTH DAY CELEBRATION IN KUMBAKONAM

A TIME FOR RELAXATION

Kumbakonam: “We cannot always build the future for our youth, but we can build our youth for the 

future.” Keeping these words in mind, the Guanellian youth group of Our Lady of Divine Providence 

Church, Kumbakonam celebrated Y outh Day on the 18th of September 2022. 

The festivities began with the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass celebrated by Fr. Jayaseelan, Youth 

Director of DPP, and Fr. John Kennedy, Youth Director of the Kumbakonam Diocese, along with 

community fathers.   The theme for the day was “A Guanellian Youth” and it included a   felicitation 

program for the youth. After Mass, the young people gathered in front of the church for a talk given by 

Fr. J. David on “How youth can be more powerful in the present situation.” The focus was to help the 

younger generation become aware of their role and importance in our church today. We celebrated 

our young members by honoring them and enjoying fun activities and games with them. Laughter and 

smiles marked the day.  Next, the Youth Director recognized our young people and offered them 

support with a message where he quoted, Pope Francis in Christus Vivit “Do not just watch life from 

the balcony but face it in the arena, accepting challenges and confronting trials. That is what Mary did, 

in her youth, as she confronted her questions and difficulties. May she renew your youthfulness by the 

power of her prayers and accompany you always by her maternal presence.”

To bring the day to a close, our parish priest Fr. A. Bernandas addressed the participants with this 

message, “Dear young people, my joyful hope is to see you continue running the race and emerging 

victorious over those who are slow and fearful. The Church needs your momentum, your intuitions, 

and your faith. Finally, the youth in charge thanked everyone for their presence. With the agape meal, 

the program ended.

 

Kumbakonam: We are always busy with our work and family, but we also need to take time to rest. 

With this in mind, the Kumbakonam Guanellian Lay Movement went for a one-day picnic to Yarcaud 

otherwise known as the 'Ooty of the poor' situated in Tamil Nadu in Salem town amidst the greenery of 

Shervaoyan Hills. The GLM members joyfully started the journey with a prayer. The day in Yarcaud 
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helped the adventurers to discover ways 

to develop their fraternity, friendship, and 

even more to relax and refresh themselves 

from crushing work, family problems, and 

other everyday obligations. The day included 

visiting many tourist places and Churches. 

Beautiful natural scenery and the gentle 

breezes of the wind offered peaceful 

relaxation and mesmerized our GLM members. The tour was organized by Fr. A. Bernandas Parish 

Priest with the collaboration of Fr. J. David and our DSMP sisters. 

Cuddalore: On the 10th of September, the 

Fathers, and the brothers of the SJS community 

organized an impressive moonlight creative 

rosary to honor the “Nativity of the BVM”. The 

community prayed as a whole for all the Feast Day 

celebrants especially for our beloved Fr. Arockiya 

Vanathaiyan and for the devotees of BVM for their various intentions to be fulfilled. The whole 

community gathered above the chapel terrace and prayed for the powerful and loving intercession of 

our Blessed Mother. 

`

Cuddalore: On the 17th of September, the SJS community conducted its first classical academy for the 

year 2022-23 with the theme “THE YOUNG HEROES”. Rev. Sr. Juliet SJC, the Assistant Novice 

Mistress of the Cluny Novitiate, presided over the academy as its chief guest. With warmth and sincere 

gratitude, she expressed her appreciation to the brothers for their efforts in helping the academy be 

successful and fruitful and to the fathers for preparing the brothers for the day. The presence of our 

DSMP sisters added inspiration and encouragement to the community's happiness. Finally, with a 

delicious dinner, the academy ended joyfully. 

PRAYING  THE BEADS

FIRST CLASSICAL ACADEMY
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BIBLE QUIZ

CONFIRMATION AT SAGAYAMADHA CHURCH

Cuddalore: On the 30th of September, the 

initiation brothers of SJS participated in the 

written bible quiz competition. The Catholic 

Church celebrates Bible Sunday in September, 

so we marked the event with various 

challenging activities. We undertook an 

initiative to help candidates read and 

memorize some of the books of the Bible and their divisions. Fr. Rector developed the questions and 

answers to be used in the quiz. The brothers were encouraged to study and then to write their answers 

to the questions in a test that lasted more than an hour. They were enthusiastic and enjoyed the activity.

Cuddalore: On the 19th of September we celebrated the Sacrament of Confirmation in our church. 

We welcomed the Most. Rev. Dr. Francis Kalist, Archbishop of Pondy & Cuddalore with a garland and 

a shawl. We began the Holy Mass at 6:15 PM with the symbol of welcome, with kumbam and lighting 

of the kuthuvilakku. The gospel was read by Fr. Rosario, Rector. The Archbishop's sermon made the 

Sacrament of Confirmation easy for everyone to understand After the sermon and renewal of the 

baptismal promises, the Archbishop called each candidate by name, anointed their forehead with 

Chrism, and recited the Confirmation prayers. Following Holy Mass, all the pious associations 

honored the Archbishop with a shawl. Sagothara Valu Sangam contributed Rs. 10000/- for poor 

children's education. Fr. Vincent, Parish Priest, thanked everyone for their cooperation and 

collaboration. Hence the day ended with Archbishop's blessing. 
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      Y OUTH COORDINATORS MEET- 2022

IN FINDING THE Y OUNG SERVANTS

Divine providence province Youth Coordinators Meet ( GYM) was organized on 25th 

September 2022 in Don Guanella Major Seminary, Chennai. Youth groups from our various 

communities partook in the meeting. Around fifty youth members came along with their local 

coordinators. It was a day-scheduled program. The resource persons were Fr. Ronald, the DPP 

Provincial Superior, and Fr. Gnanaraj Provincial Councillor who is also in charge of GYM. Fr. Paul 

Dhinagaran conducted a party game for getting to know one another. Fr. Gnanaraj gave a motivational 

talk to the youth. In his talk, he mentioned the role of the youth. Then Fr. Ronald gave an inspirational 

talk on social responsibility. He recommended all of us be creative. He also introduced the WYD world 

youth day 2023 which is going to be held in Lisbon. We had a Eucharistic celebration presided over by 

Fr. Gnanaraj. After which we had a good lunch. After the lunch cultural programs were conducted, and 

many youth members sang songs and danced. Fr. Jeyaseelan explained the updates from our 

congregation regarding world youth day 2023. In the end, Fr. Ronald distributed the momentum to all 

the participants. The program came to end with a Papal anthem.

  

Started to recruit vocations with hope and 

confidence in finding the young servants for Lord's 

vineyard. As we started the new scholastic year 

2022 - 2023, for the future with hope, I visited 

some of the parish and schools from the diocese of 

palayam kottai. The parishes are Puliyampatti,  

Vadakku vandaanam, kaamanayakkan patti, and 

kovilpatti . I visited the schools of those parishes 

too. The students were so cooperative and able to 

give their names to keep them in Contact with our updates about the vocation camp.  They also 

clarified some doubts about the congregation and mission. parish priests from different parishes 

welcomed me warmly. I felt at home. They also helped me to recruit vocations by being available and 

gave permissions to meet the students. I feel happy and content that the Lord sustains us in this work.
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BIRTHDAY CELEBRATIONS

PILGRIMAGE TO OUR LADY OF GOOD HEALTH 

Vatluru: We can view every human birth as a call for new hope in the world. The love of two human 

beings joins with God in His creative work. 

The new child has the potential to be a 

channel of God's love and peace to humanity. 

Next to the birth of Jesus, Mary's birth offers 

the greatest possible joy to the world. Each 

time we celebrate her birth, we can 

confidently hope for an increase of peace in 

our hearts and the world at large. Birthday 

celebrations for the Blessed Virgin Mary took 

place in Sacred Heart Church Parish Vatluru over three days. The first day of the feast started with a flag 

hoisted by Rev. Fr. Bala, the Vicar General of Elure Diocese. The different villages of our parish, which 

also participated, are Koppaka – A, Kappakagudem, and Anjalipuram. Eucharistic celebrations were 

followed by meals. Guanella Karunalaya confreres and Guanella Bhavan confreres participated in all 

locations. Many people gathered to honor our Mother Mary.

Bangalore: On the 7th of September 2022 in preparation for the Nativity of the Blessed Virgin Mary 

the novices, along with the novice master, and regent brother embarked on a wonderful spiritual 

journey. We began our spiritual walk of 12 km from GPN Bangalore to Our Lady of Good Health 

Shivaji Nagar. The Superior of the community gave his blessing to start the journey. The walk lasted for 

2 hours and 30 minutes. We reached the Shrine Basilica by 10:30 am and offered a thanksgiving Mass 

for all the special graces received.
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ONAM CELEBRATIONS IN GPN

BIRTHDAY CELEBRATION OF BVM IN GPN

 

Bangalore:  Kerala Samajam Charitable Society, Bangaluru is a collective of socially committed 

Keralites living in Karnataka. The group is geared toward improving the living conditions of needy 

persons. The society chose Don Guanella Aged Home to celebrate ONAM this year. The 'Tent of love' 

was beautifully decorated with flowers and colors of ONAM. The women and men, dressed in 

traditional attire, added beauty to the event. The Chief Guest, Mrs. Latha Namboothiri, spoke about 

the feast of ONAM and its significance. Rev. Fr. Sunil Francis, the Director of Aged Home, spoke about 

the religious congregation of Servants of Charity and also the activities and services of Aged Home, 

Bangalore. He was thankful and appreciated the good works of Kerala Samajam rendered to the 

suffering community. After the speech of dignitaries, a delicious meal was provided for the elderly 

with many varieties of food. After lunch, entertainment was held, including a colorful cultural event 

and the music of an orchestra. 

Bangalore: “Here is your Mother” Jn 19:27. 

The GPN Community, happily celebrated 

the Feast of our beloved Mother, Our Lady of 

Good Health in Bangalore. The whole 

campus was filled with faithful devotees of 

our Blessed Mother. Everyone happily 

participated in the car procession as well as 

in the Eucharistic celebration. On the eve of 

our Blessed Mother's Birthday, the Holy 

Mass was presided over by Rev. Fr. Soosai Rathinam SdC, the General Councillor, along with Rev. Fr. 

Gnanaraj and Fr. Francis, the Provincial Councillor. There was approximately three hundred faithful 

who partook in the celebration including residents, GLM, GC, GYM, and Evening School Children. 

Finally, the flag of the BVM was lowered as the symbol of the completion of the Feast. In the end, the 

Sky Light Balloons were raised to the heavens, and we shared our joy by sharing sweets.
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Koppaka: On the 17th of September, we, as one 

family, knelt in prayer seeking Mother Mary's 

accompaniment to guide and lead us in this new 

academic year 2022-2023. The Holy Rosary was 

organized and led by collegial candidates in five 

different languages (Telugu, Kannada, Odia, 

English, and Tamil). We prayed for the intentions of 

our major superiors, the sick, beneficiaries, parents, 

and all the female children around the world. The 

Litany to Mother Mary was recited in English and with a solemn blessing, the event ended. 

Koppaka: On the 18th of September, fourteen 

GLM members along with Fr. Praveen and Fr. 

Arun David, gathered in Koppakagudem for the 

first local GLM meeting. The meeting started 

after the Sunday Mass around 10:30 am with a 

small prayer, offered by Mr. Premkumar, the 

President of GLM. The discussion began 

regarding the mission which is to be extended to 

the five of our sub-stations: Koppakagudem, Anganagudem, Singavaram, Koppaka-A & Koppaka-B. 

Members suggested the collection of data and statistics of the beneficiaries (only differently abled) 

present in five sub-stations. It was also decided to introduce a CBR (Community Based Rehabilitation) 

program for the differently abled in our locality. Basic knowledge about the duties of the GLM was 

provided to the members by Fr. Praveen. With a small prayer, the meeting ended.

   BIRTHDAY OF  BLESSED  VIRGIN  MARY 

FIRST LOCAL GLM MEETING

PARENTS MEET
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Vatluru: Guanella Karunalaya Community organized a parents' meeting on September 11, 

2022. The main purpose was to create a platform, where the priests, parents, and staff come together 

to enrich the student educational experience and discuss a variety of issues regarding the overall 

development of the students. The meeting began with the prayer song and a welcome address by Mr. 

Ravi, our Warden. Then students of the seventh standard performed a dance that brought joy to 

everyone present. 

Parents were invited to share their feelings about their students and the institution. Then Rev. 

Fr. Jose Rambabu addressed the gathering; encouraging parents to maintain close contact with the 

school and inquire about the performance, contentment, and behavior of their sons. He also spoke 

about a theme called “Pedagogy of Preventive Method” it invites the Parents and educators should 

become familiar with the strategies and implement them consistently. The meeting ended with 

individual conferences with parents. r. Francis Assisi, the Superior of the Guanella Karunalaya, 

expressed his appreciation for the attention of the participants and thanked the parents for bringing 

their children to the Gk Boys' Home. The meeting ended with St. Guanella's song and then snacks were 

provided to all.    

Staff members from the Chelsea District 

Library visited the St. Louis Center on 

September 7th with VR equipment for the 

residents to enjoy. A large screen tv was set up and 

the video game system hooked up so that 

residents could take turns experiencing the 

virtual reality headset. They had the opportunity 

to play several different games. Each resident was 

allowed to play the game of their choosing. The library brings this opportunity to the Center each 

month.

Several large families who homeschool their 

children come to St. Louis Center each month to 

spend time with the residents. Septmeber 9th the 

group arrived to play outdoor games and take walks. 

Some engaged in a game of basketball, some played 

corn hole or ladder ball; everyone had fun.

 

VR  CHELSEA  LIBRARY  

HOME  SCHOOL  VOLUNTEERS
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   AKTION CLUB  CONVENTION

GIFTS FOR ST. LOUIS CENTER STAFF

Friday, September 16th, St. Louis Center Aktion Club members attended the Michigan 

District Aktion Club Convention in Vestaburg, MI. Aktion Club is a Kiwanis sponsored service club for 

adults with disabilities, providing leadership opportunities and a chance to give back to the 

community. St. Louis Center Aktion Club has 24 members and is led by Advisor Carlie Hartwick with 

the help of Chelsea Kiwanis Board Member Gordon Schleicher.

Carlie and Gordon, along with St. Louis Center staff Haylie Moran and Hannah Amaro, took 

12 members of the St. Louis Center Aktion Club to the convention. The convention was a Western/ 

Pink Flamingo theme, complete with all attendees sporting bright pink cowboy hats. The St. Louis 

Center Aktion Club participated with several other Michigan based clubs in line dancing, western 

themed yard games,  Throughout the convention, members learned about what it means to be a strong 

leader and the importance of serving others. St. Louis Center Aktion Club members left the 

convention feeling proud to be a part of this important organization, and inspired to make a difference 

in their own community.

National Day of Service is held each year in September, a day for acts of kindness and service to 

people in need in the spirit of 9-11. The American Heritage Girls (AHG) scouting organization 

commemorate their birthday around the same time and use it as an opportunity to give to others. Each 

year AHG develops a theme and encourages all of the troops around the country and world to pick an 

act of service to match the theme.

AHG Troop 1871 at Old St. Pat's in Ann Arbor decided to do their act of kindness for St. Louis 

Center. Amy Parrish is the Troop Coordinator and a former staff member at the Center. She helped 

guide the Troop of 50 girls to make 'care packages' for St. Louis Center staff members.  At the first 

Troop meeting of this program year 32 scouts were on hand to help pack the care packages. The girls 

were all smiles as they worked diligently to pack the 100 care packages. Mrs. Parrish dropped off the 
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gifts at St. Louis Center in time for staff members to receive them as they arrived at work for the day. 

Staff members at St. Louis Center were pleased and surprised that the gifts were brought for them. 

Each person was delighted to find snacks and small gifts that could help them through a day at work in 

the service of persons with disabilities. 

        

On Sunday, September 25, 2022, a group of 

devoted people organized an event for the benefit 

of St. Louis Center. This successful, annual event, 

hosted by The Italian American Club of Livonia 

(IACL), gave guests a chance to enjoy a delicious 

dinner, music, speed painting, a silent auction, a 

wine pull, and other opportunities to give. Before 

the dinner, Fr. Enzo celebrated Mass in the lower 

level of the Banquet Center.

Fr. Enzo presented Alice Rotondo the St. 

Louis Guanella Humanitarian Award for her 

charitable works. She has been a long-time supporter of St. Louis Center, and she makes events like the 

Fall Harvest Festival possible. This year marked the 26th year of the IACL-hosted event. Sandy Pulice 

led the preparations and hosted the day of. St. Louis Center thanks her and her team for pulling 

together a beautifully successful event!

The family members of the St. Louis Center residents are very grateful for the care given to their 

family members by the Center's staff. As a small token of their appreciation, the Family Association 

organized a day to express their gratitude for the staff's service on Thursday, September 29th. In order

 

FALL  HARVEST  DINNER

FAMILY ASSOCIATION 
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to reach all of the staff, the Family Association 

prepared a breakfast buffet as well as a lunch buffet. 

There were gift bags for each staff member and 

prize give sways as well. The relaxed atmosphere 

allowed the family members the chance to get to 

know the staff better and to thank them firsthand.

East Providence: The Sacred Heart School Players presented Jewel of India last night! Jewel of 

India is an original script about St. Teresa of Calcutta written and directed by the fourth-grade 

teacher, Karen Nerney! The script's message shone through as the talented cast members performed 

for the audience. Their performance inspires us to reflect on the life and good works of Mother Teresa 

and go forth and do "something beautiful for God!"

JEWEL  OF  INDIA
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Birthdays

5 - Fr.Maria Arokiadoss

7 - Fr. Visuwasam

8 - Fr. Satheesh Caniton. A

10 - Fr. James Stanley Babu

11 - Fr. Anthony Lourduraj. S

12. Fr. Nico Rutigliano 

17 - Fr. Antony Xaviour. R

19 - Fr. Arockia Nathan

20 - Fr. Soosai Rathinam

21 - Fr. Francis Sunil Kumar

27 - Fr. Arul

29 - Fr. Anandhan T.
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Feast Days

1 - Fr. Kulandaisamy/ 

     Fr. P. Kulandai

4.- Fr. Francis Assisi

7 - Fr. Praveen Jeba Kumar
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