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GENERAL 

Our Lady of Lourdes Catholic School (OLL) continues to keep the health, safety and well-being of our 

students, faculty/staff, school families and visitors as our highest priority as we continue to navigate the 

challenges of the Coronavirus (COVID-19) pandemic.   As a school, we are closely monitoring the 

Coronavirus situation in our community.  School planning and operations have been and will continue to 

be informed by guidance from the U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, the state of 

Louisiana (Department of Health and Department of Education), local government (City of Slidell and St. 

Tammany Parish), the Archdiocese of New Orleans Department of Catholic Education and Faith 

Formation (DCEFF)), and our parish church. 

The health and safety guidelines contained in this document are intended to provide an overview of 

COVID-19 health and safety protocols being implemented at the start of the 2021-22 school year.  These 

guidelines are subject to change at any time and will be adjusted and communicated accordingly.  

Section I of this document provides information on school operations and COVID-19 mitigation 

measures.  Section II provides guidance on COVID-19 case management. 

 

SECTION 1: SCHOOL OPERATIONS AND COVID-19 MITIGATION MEASURES 

Safety Protocols and Operational Standards 

OLL adheres to national, state and local guidance and requirements for safety protocols and operational 

standards to help keep our school safe and our students, families and employees healthy.    

Face Coverings 

A temporary state-wide mask mandate, effective Wednesday, August 4, 2021 through Wednesday, 

September 1, was proclaimed by Governor John Bel Edwards on Tuesday, August 2, 2021.  This mandate 

applies to all persons (faculty/staff, students, visitors, etc.) on campus 5 years old and older regardless 

of vaccination status.  This mandate will remain in effect through September 1, 2021 or as extended by 

subsequent proclamation from the governor, unless terminated sooner. 

The mandate applies as follows: 

 All faculty/staff and volunteers will be required to wear face coverings when inside buildings on 

campus.  Campus refers to all school buildings, the church and all spaces within the parish life 

center. 

 

 All students in Kindergarten through Seventh Grade will wear face coverings when inside 

buildings, to include the gymnasium, except when engaged in physical activity such as P.E. class 

or athletic practice/competition. 
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 Students in Pre-K4 are required to wear face coverings when transiting common areas such as 

when arriving in the morning, going to enrichment classes and/or lunch, and leaving for the day.  

Pre-K4 students will not be required to wear face coverings in the classroom but are highly 

encouraged to do so based on toleration levels. 

 

 Students in Pre-school 2 and Pre-K3 will not be required to wear face coverings in the classroom 

but are highly encouraged to do so based on toleration levels. 

 

 Students in Nursery through Pre-School 1 will not wear face coverings at any time. 

 

 Students will not be required to wear face coverings while outside to include when engaged in 

play at recess.  Social distancing of 3-6 feet between individuals while outside is encouraged. 

 

 All students, Pre-K4 through Seventh Grade, will wear face coverings while queuing/entering the 

cafeteria, in the cafeteria line and until they take their seat.  Students will not have to wear their 

mask while at table and actively involved in the process of eating lunch/drinking.  Students will 

re-mask when they stand to dispose of their trash until they exit the cafeteria. 

 

 Students participating in organized athletics will not be required to wear mask during practice 

sessions/competitions.   

 

 Individuals with a medical condition (anxiety, difficulty breathing, severe skin irritation, frequent 

headaches, etc.) that prevents them from wearing a face covering or who require an allowance 

for modifications on how they wear face covering/duration of wear may seek a face covering 

exemption/modification.  A letter from a primary health care provider is required to obtain an 

exemption or modification.  Please contact the school administration to discuss.  

 

 Students and faculty and staff will comply with face covering requirements of venues when 

participating in field trips, athletic contests, etc.    

Face Covering Designs/Availability 

Home provided masks must be in school colors of Gray, Maroon, Black and/or White, plain or in a non-

offensive pattern and may be monogrammed with the student’s name or initials.  Masks should be cloth 

and not have vents/vent holes.   

The school will provide temporary/disposable masks when a student loses their face covering or has a 

face covering become damaged or soiled to the point that it is not usable.  Students are encouraged to 

keep an extra face covering in their backpack or locker as applicable.   
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Personal Hygiene 

Employees and students will wash their hands or use hand sanitizer frequently throughout the day 

especially before and after eating and before, after using outdoor play or athletic equipment and/or 

when transitioning between classrooms/activities.  

Social Distancing 

Social distancing is not required; however, classroom design will attempt to maximize use of available 

space in making classroom seating assignments.  Floor markers will be visible for cafeteria lines to help 

students maintain spacing when in transit indoors.  

Health Screenings 

Temperature checks and symptom checks will not be conducted when students arrive in morning carline 

this year.  All employees, students and visitors shall self-screen for symptoms before coming onto 

school campuses and into offices using the recommended guidance below.   

 Students and faculty/staff who are sick, not feeling well or who are showing symptoms of illness 

should stay home (regardless of illness).   

 

 Students and faculty/staff who have been exposed to a COVID+ individual(s), should stay home 

and contact the school as soon as possible in order to determine need to quarantine, and if so, 

quarantine length. 

 

 Parents and caretakers are expected to screen their student before allowing them to attend 

school and/or before entering the school bus.  Symptoms include: 

o a fever of 100.4°F or higher 

o new loss of taste or smell 

o new cough 

o shortness of breath or difficulty breathing 

o fatigue 

o new headache 

o sore throat 

o runny nose or congestion 

o nausea 

o vomiting 

o diarrhea 

o loss of appetite, and muscle or body aches.  

If a student has any of these symptoms and/or has a reasonable belief of possible exposure to 

COVID-19, they should stay home.  Parents and faculty/staff are encouraged to contact the 

school office as early as possible when this occurs.     
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 Students who develop/present symptoms of COVID-19 once on campus will be sent to the 

school office and placed in the isolation room until such time as their parents/guardians are 

notified and they are picked up from school.   A parent or caretaker will be contacted to pick up 

the child immediately. 

 

 Confirmed COVID+ students, suspected COVID+ students and those who require quarantine as 

close contacts should isolate from others at home and contact a healthcare provider. 

 

 Faculty and staff members who develop symptoms at work will immediately self-isolate, notify 

an administrator, return home, isolate from others at home, and contact a healthcare provider. 

Vaccination Status 

 Students and faculty and staff will not be required to prove vaccination status as a condition for 

admission or employment.   

 

 Students and faculty and staff will only be asked to reveal their vaccination status if they test 

positive for COVID-19, suspect they have COVID-19, have been exposed to COVID-19/deemed as 

a close contact with a COVID+ person.  Vaccination status information will be used determine 

the appropriate quarantine plan for that individual. 

Facility Safety Measures 

 Shared water fountains in the cafeteria, gymnasium, North Hall and South Hall will be closed; 

however, newly installed touchless water bottle refill stations are available.  The official OLL 

Water Bottle, made available for purchase from the Parent-Teacher Cooperative (PTC), will be 

the only water bottles allowed on campus as they have been tested to work effectively with 

touchless refill station.   

 

 The shared water fountain in the Middle School will be replaced when equipment becomes 

available.  Until a touchless water bottle refill station is installed, students will be able to refill 

their official OLL Water Bottles using the drinking fountain as a water source.    

 

 Parents may send in disposable water bottles with lunch.  Other water containers such as hydro-

flasks may be sent in with student for use during extracurricular sport or club activities (flag 

football, run club, spirit squad, etc.); however, these containers must stay in lockers or gym bags 

until dismissal.   

 

 The school’s ventilation systems operate properly and are reliant on the circulation of outdoor 

air will be increased as much as possible. 
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 Office space in the main office has been designated to serve as an isolation room for sick 

individuals or individuals who exhibit COVID-19 symptoms.   The Director’s Office in the Early 

Childhood Development Center will be used as the isolation room for the center when required.    

 

 The nurse’s bench in the main office will continue to be used for routine medical assistance for 

routine needs. 

 

 Employees and students will continue quarantine or isolation measures due to close contact or 

positive/presumptive positive for COVID-19. 

Cleaning and Sanitization 

 A deep clean of the facility was conducted during the summer. 

 

 Custodial staff will continue with routine cleaning protocols as well as cleaning all high touch 

surfaces routinely at least twice per day. 

 

 Playground equipment, athletic equipment, locker rooms and training rooms will be cleaned 

routinely. 

 

 The school’s facility manager will use school provided sanitization equipment to treat classroom 

or other indoor facility locations when needed. 

 

 Commercial sanitization services will be contracted if there is a significant outbreak/exposure to 

COVID-19 during the school year.   

School Campuses and Offices 

 Signage with COVID-19 information that promotes everyday protective measures and describes 

how to stop the spread of germs will be posted in highly visible locations throughout school 

campuses and offices. 

 

 For class changes and other transitions throughout the school day, areas of the hallways (i.e. 

lanes) will be designated as flow paths to minimize congregation of students, visual cues such as 

floor markers/signs may be used to indicate directional flow, and additional time for transitions 

will be provided if needed. 

 

 Before and after school programs will be operating under normal guidelines with current safety 

and cleaning measures in place. 

 

 Essential visitors and volunteers will be allowed on school campuses and offices (Main Campus 

and Early Childhood Development Campus).   
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o Essential visitors/volunteers are considered personnel who are providing school related 

services to students and/or employees.  

o All visitors and volunteers must be symptom free to enter campus and are asked to 

sanitize their hands frequently while on campus.  

o All visitors and volunteers will wear a face covering while on school campuses or in any 

school office regardless of vaccination status. 

 

 Parents/caregivers are not allowed to drop off food to their child during the school day or eat 

meals with their child at school, in the cafeteria or classroom, with other non-family school 

members. 

o Birthday Celebration Exception.  Parents may request an opportunity to meet with and 

eat lunch with their child during a school day.  Parents and their child(ren) will be given 

the opportunity to eat together in an on-site location isolated from other 

students/faculty and staff. 

Teaching and Learning 

Teachers and staff will report to campus daily as allowed by state health guidelines to provide 

instruction and support services.  Instructional practices will follow guidance contained in the OLL Parent 

and Student Handbook and teacher generated course specific syllabi.   

 Google Classroom will be the primary method for teacher-student and teacher-parent 

collaboration.   

 

 Plus Portals will only be used to record and report attendance and grading. 

 

 Communication and Technology 

o The current allotment of Chromebooks will be used for in-class work. 

o Chromebooks made available through a grant from the Federal Communications 

Commission (FCC) will become available during the school year.  These Chromebook will 

be issued to students for in-class and at-home use.  Information about this program will  

be provided via separate correspondence once the devices are received and available 

for distribution.  

o Parents are encouraged to e-mail their child’s teacher(s) whenever they have a 

question/concern about an assignment or scheduled activity.   

o Parents and teachers should Cc;/ a school administrator on all e-mail correspondence. 

 

 General instructional practices for Phase 1, Phase 2 and Phase3 operations can be found on the 

school website under COVID-19 Guidance 2020 (https://ollonline.com/covid-19).  These 

practices will be updated as appropriate if/when new phase-specific guidance is required. 

 

https://ollonline.com/covid-19
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 Temporary virtual instruction will be made available to any student who has to miss more 

than two consecutive class days due to quarantine requirements.  Virtual instruction will not 

be made available in support of minor/routine illnesses and absences of convenience. 

 

 Students requiring long-tern virtual instruction (quarter, semester, full year) will need to 

coordinate this service through the school office.  An additional charge may be required. 

 

 Additional instructional support and targeted interventions will be provided qualifying/ 

designated students.  Students with exceptionalities will continue to receive special education 

and related services in the least restrictive environment. 

Vocal Music and Performing Arts 

Vocal music and performing arts will follow the National Federation of State High Schools Association 

and the National Association for Music Education Guidance. 

Physical Education and Athletics 

There are currently no restrictions for Physical Education. These classes may occur indoors or outdoors. 

Equipment will be cleaned daily when used.  

There are currently no restrictions for athletic team practices and competitions.  All athletic teams will 

follow current guidelines and recommendations put forth by the Louisiana High School Athletic 

Association and the Catholic School Athletic League. 

Transportation 

The following guidance pertains to ALL OLL students who ride St. Tammany Parish school buses for 

morning and afternoon transit and for all students, staff and chaperones riding buses to/from field trips 

regardless on the provider of transport services:   

 Buses will resume to 100% capacity but face coverings are currently required for all students 

PreK-12th, drivers, and passengers unless a Medical or Disability Impact Exceptions Request 

Form (Medical or Disability Impact Exceptions Request Form) is on file. This includes athletic teams, 

field trips, and extracurricular event usage.  Face coverings for school buses will be provided for 

those who do not have one for the duration of the mandate. 

 The following conditions are required in order for an employee or student with health issues or 

other concerns to be granted a face covering exception for bus transportation based upon a 

medical or disability issue: 

 

o If unable to wear a face covering, the Medical or Disability Impact Exceptions Request 

Form shall be completed and submitted to the school site. 

  

http://stpsb.org/coronavirus/2020-2021/parentforms/Student%20Exception%20Request%20Form.pdf
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o The accommodation request form shall include documentation from a qualified medical 

professional or healthcare provider identifying the medical issue or disability that 

indicates the need for exception. 

o For St. Tammany Parish school buses, the St. Tammany Parish School Superintendent, or 

designee thereof, shall review for consideration and render a decision upon receipt of 

the form.  The written decision of the Superintendent, or designee thereof, shall be 

provided to the applicant and the decision shall be final. 

o For school buses contracted by the school, the OLL Principal, or designee, shall review 

for consideration and render a decision upon receipt of the form.  The written decision 

of the Principal, or designee, shall be provided to the applicant and the decision shall be 

final. 

 

 Bus drivers and all passengers shall self-screen for symptoms of COVID-19 from home before 

entering the bus. 

 

 All drivers will maintain a seating chart to aid in close contact tracing if necessary.  Therefore, 

students will remain in assigned seats for the duration of travel. 

 

 Hand sanitizer will be available upon entering the bus. 

 

 Windows will be lowered to facilitate air flow as weather conditions permit. 

 

 Buses will be cleaned at the end of each day.  

Food Service 

Students will be served lunch according to nutrition guidelines.  Meal service operations will be provided 

by on-site staff assigned by School Food and Nutrition Services of New Orleans, Inc. 

 Lunch will be free for all students for the 2021-2022 school year.  Parents must still establish an 

account with the Cafeteria Manager on Check-in Day.   

o Faculty and staff will be required to pay for lunches acquired from the cafeteria.  See the 

cafeteria manager for current meal rate.   

o All parents are encouraged to complete the online free/reduced meal application as the 

information derived from applications dictate state funding of service provided at OLL.    

A completed application is also necessary for qualifying students to be eligible for other 

government benefits such as the Department of Children & Family Services P-EBT.   

http://www.schoolcafe.org/free-and-reduced-benefits/  

 

 

http://www.schoolcafe.org/free-and-reduced-benefits/
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 Handwashing will occur before and after every meal by students, teachers, and cafeteria staff. 

 

 Disposable utensils will be used for breakfast and lunch.  

 

 Cafeteria high-touch surfaces such as kitchen countertops, cafeteria and service tables, door 

handles, carts and trays will be routinely cleaned throughout the school day. 

 

 Visual markers and signage will remain to encourage social distancing in the cafeteria serving 

lines. 

 

 Students are allowed to bring food from home. 

 

 All attempts will be made to allow all students (PK4 – 7th Grade) to eat in the cafeteria.  Some 

grade levels may be required at some point during the year to eat in classroom with meals 

brought to them by the cafeteria staff. 

 

 Students able to take lunch in the cafeteria may be assigned seating to assist in contract-tracing 

measures should the need arise.   

Food Safety  (Birthday Treats, King Cakes, etc.) 

Coronaviruses are generally thought to be spread from person-to-person through respiratory droplets. 

Currently there is no evidence to support transmission of COVID-19 associated with food.  In general, 

because of poor survivability of these coronaviruses on surfaces, there is likely very low risk of spread 

from food products or packaging. 

It may be possible that a person can get COVID-19 by touching a surface or object that has the virus on it 

and then touching their own mouth, nose, or possibly their eyes, but this is not thought to be the main 

way the virus spreads.  Because of this slight risk, it is important to remember to always wash your 

hands with soap and water for 20 seconds for general food safety before handling packaged goods 

produced by a manufacturer or local bakery as well as after blowing your nose, coughing or sneezing, or 

going to the bathroom. 

Parents/guardians will be allowed to send in the following food items (in order of preference) as 

birthday treats, for class parties and/or other celebrations: 

 Pastry/snack items prepared by a commercial manufacturer (Little Debbie, Hostess, Tastykake, 

etc.). 

 

 Baked goods prepared by a commercial bakery (Randazzo’s, Dong Phuong Bake Shop , Jay’s 

Bakery, Winn-Dixie, Wal-Mart, etc.). 
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 Baked good made in the home are prohibited until further notice. 

 

 Candies prepared by a commercial manufacturer. 

Parents/guardians must drop off baked goods at the school office no less than 24 hours from the time 

they are to be served.   The 24 hour delay will further lesson the possibility of coronaviruses survivability 

on the surfaces of packaged items. 

Attendance 

OLL will work with families to ensure continuity of education through distance learning during isolation 

or quarantine and opportunities for make-up work when students miss school due to sickness.  See the 

Parent and Student Handbook for guidance concerning absences, make up work and other related 

topics.  Absences related to COVID (quarantines due to COVID+ status, suspected positivity and/or as a 

close-contact) will be considered excused absences.    

International Travel (Outside of the Continental United States) and Domestic Travel 

Be advised that students and faculty and staff who travel internationally during the school year may be 

exposed to COVID-19 .  Travelers may feel well and not have any symptoms but may still spread the 

virus to others and pose a risk to family, friends, and community.  Additionally, travelers may be subject 

to international/national quarantine periods.  Parents and faculty and staff are encouraged to refer to 

the most current travel guidance offered by the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention at 

www.cdc.gov/travel.  

 

SECTION II: COVID-19 CASE MANAGEMENT 

With the ever fluctuating levels of COVID-19 experienced throughout the greater New Orleans/ 

Northshore communities, we expect to be impacted by cases of COVID-19 positivity and/or exposure 

during the school year.  We should expect that some members of our school community will contract 

COVID-19 or have family members who will contract COVID-19 and may possibly expose COVID-19 to 

others.  COVID-19 case management protocols such as quarantining COVID+ persons, identifying and 

quarantining close-contacts will take place when a COVID+ case is identified.   The basic COVID-19 case 

management protocols apply: 

 Students who are sick should stay home (regardless of illness). 

 

 Students who have COVID-19 should stay home and remain isolated until they have recovered 

and have been determined to no longer be infectious according to CDC’s end of isolation 

criteria. 

 

http://www.cdc.gov/travel
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 Individuals who were in close contact of the student may be identified and contacted as part of 

the Office of Public Health (OPH) contact tracing process.  All cases are reported to the state.  

Therefore, when a case is identified, a school administrator will contact parents/guardians to 

find out the following information: 

o Has this individual received molecular/viral laboratory testing for COVID-19   
o What kind of testing was performed (PCR, Antigen, Unknown) 
o What were the results   
o First and last name 
o Date of birth  
o Age  
o Did the case have symptoms  
o List Symptoms  
o Key Dates 

 Date of symptom onset  
 Date of test and results (positive or negative) 
 Date the case was last at school  

o Was this individual a close contact of another COVID-19 case at this school 
(This question is meant to assess if school transmission is occurring.) 

o Was this individual a close contact of another COVID-19 case in the community (includes 
at home/family members) 

o Who were they in close contact with 

 

 Close contact of a case is a person who was within three - six feet from the student for more 

than 15 minutes, determined by the OPH contact tracing process. 

 

 If both the case and the contact were engaged in consistent and correct use of a well-fitting face 

mask AND were within 3 to 6 feet of each other, then those close contacts do not need to 

quarantine. 

 

 Close contacts will be asked to stay home and monitor symptoms for 14 days.  Not every 

student/faculty member in a school will need to stay home for 14 days, just those who are 

identified as close contacts to a case. 

 

 Options to shorten the duration of quarantine if contacts remain asymptomatic include: 

o 7-Days with Negative Test.  If no symptoms develop during quarantine AND they have a 

negative antigen or PCR/molecular test collected no earlier than day 5 after their last 

exposure: they may quarantine for 7 days from last contact with a COVID-19 case. 

 

o 10-Days No Test and No Symptoms.  If no symptoms develop during quarantine and no 

testing is done: they may quarantine for 10 days from last contact with COVID-19 case. 
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 Because there is an increased risk of post-quarantine transmission associated with options to 

shorten quarantine, the 14-day quarantine period should be used in school settings where 

physical distancing among children is not possible.  Therefore, Early Childhood Development 

Center students will not be able to take advantage of the reduced quarantine options and 

therefore are subject to the 14-day quarantine period.   

 

 Close contacts who were previously diagnosed with COVID-19 within the last 90 days and 

remain asymptomatic do not need to quarantine. 

 

 Close contacts who are fully vaccinated (i.e., ≥2 weeks following receipt of the second dose in a 

2-dose series, or ≥2 weeks following receipt of one dose in a single-dose vaccine) at the time of 

exposure and remain asymptomatic do not need to quarantine. 

 

ADMINISTRATIVE NOTE 

The information contained in this document is subject to change based on guidance from federal, state 

or local governmental agencies.  Changes will be communicated as soon as practicable. 

Date Issued:  8-4-2021 
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