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Thank you for having us opportunity to share with you our mission work in 

Korea, China and Ecuador. We are a Sister of Charity of Seton Hill and the 

mother house located in Greensburg Pennsylvania. Our founder is Saint 

Elizabeth Ann Seton, the first American born Saint. 

The Sisters of Charity of Seton Hill first missioned four sisters from 

Greensburg, Pennsylvania to Korea in 1960.  At that time Korea was 

struggling to emerge from a devastating war. Twenty seven years ago, two 

Korean Sisters went to Yanji, China and took over an early education 

center for children with disabilities started by Father Ed Whelan, a 

Maryknoll priest. We have five sisters ministering there now. In 2012, our 

Korean Province celebrated its 50th Anniversary.  In thanksgiving for all 

the graces received, the Korean Province decided to send sisters to a poor 

area in South America. They went to Pedro Carbo to assume the 

responsibilities of a clinic and school for children with disabilities. 

This year we are in need to assist both Ecuador and China in providing 

special equipment, educational supplies and continue the most needed lunch 

programs. 

One day when two of the sisters went on home visits they went to a home of 

one of their students who is hearing impaired. Even though this home was 

located in a poor area, in a very simple house, the family happily 

welcomed the sisters.  While the sisters were visiting they realized that 

the younger brother also had a hearing problem.  When they asked the 

mother why the younger son was not going to school the mother responded, 

“We don’t have enough money to send both children.” The sisters 

explained that they will be able to find generous people to help and they 

made arrangements for the younger bother  

to also attend school. It is because of generous people like you that 

makes education possible for these children in need. This family said that 

they can really feel the love and help of the Lord when they know others 

want to help them. 

The Lord helps us through other people. We all have the responsibility and 

call to reach out to others and become missionaries wherever we may be.  
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Please give from the heart to help spread the Gospel throughout the world 

and assist the Sisters of Charity of Seton Hill to share God’s love with 

those in need.  Your prayers and donations will bring blessings of hope 

and healing especially during these difficult times. 

We understand this is the time of crisis and not a proper time for asking 

the money for help the people those who are poor and have hard 

situation.………. 

 

God Bless You for Your Generosity! 

The Sisters of Charity of Seton Hill 

 

 



 
Sisters of Charity of Seton Hill  
Introducing our newest Mission Work in Pedro Carbo,  
Guayaquil, Ecuador  
 
The Mission: In 2010 the Sisters of 
Charity of Seton Hill Korean 
Province celebrated 50 years in 
Korea. In gratitude for the Lord’s 
blessings in South Korea and their 
mission in Yanji, China (1996) 
started a new mission in a poor area 
of Ecuador which consists of taking 
over a clinic, a school for children 
with disabilities and assisting with 
parish work.  
 
The Missionaries: Of the thirty-seven sisters who volunteered for this work, four sisters 
were chosen to go to Ecuador. These four sisters attended an intensive course for new 
missionaries offered by the Columban Fathers in Seoul. In preparation for the Golden 
Jubilee of the Korean Province, the sisters arrived in Guayaquil in March 2008 and 
studied Spanish at the Catholic University, Universidad Catolica De Santiago De 
Guayaquil, for a year. After the completion of their formal language studies they moved 
to Pedro Carbo. Many people comment on the joy and peace these sisters bring to this 
area. It is a mission of hope and sharing deeply the love of the Lord. One of the sisters 
said, “Even though I am living in a different culture and a different land I believe that the 
Lord’s love is strong and will help us become one with the people.”  
 
The Project: Sending missionaries to the poor in the world has always been stressed in 
religious communities. The Korean Bishops’ Conference urged religious communities of 
men and women in Korea to share the blessings they have received with poorer countries 
of the world. Even though there are many needs in the Korean Province, we wanted to 
respond to the call to go to the small town of Pedro Carbo in the Archdiocese of Guayaquil, 
Ecuador in order to minister to children who are physically and mentally challenged and 
to assume administration of a small clinic, Clinica de Nuestra Senora de Mercidad.  
 
Father Herbert Levthner, an Austrian diocesan priest and Ms. Elizabeth Kim, a Korean 
member of the secular institute Auxilium founded these two facilities and worked here 
for ten years before the sisters assumed the responsibility.  
 
Since Elizabeth and Father Leuthner knew they would be retiring in 2009, Elizabeth 
invited the Sisters to come to Pedro Carbo to assume responsibility for the two facilities 
and also to minister in the local parish which has 50 mission stations and only one pastor.  



One of the homes in the area                      Clinic in Pedro Carbo with a taxi out front  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

When the sisters first met the people in the area and experienced their warmth and 
welcome their hearts burned with the desire to “stay” with them. The area of Pedro 
Carbo is very poor. There are a large number of children who are physically and mentally 
challenged in need of education and training and the sisters were happy to take over 
this very special work. The clinic was originally started because many of the mothers 
were dying at childbirth. Now it has grown and there are more departments in the clinic 
to help individuals with other health problems. The clinic provides services to all in the 
area and the patients at Clinica de Nuestra Senora de Mercidad are treated with dignity 
and respect.  

Some of the Students with Sister Suk ja Lee                    The look of hope!  

 
There is so much to do and so much help needed! These sisters can do the work only if 
you can help them with your prayers and donations! It is a joy and a blessing to be able 
to share what we have with others in need! The five sisters who are in Ecuador find many 
challenges: adjusting to hot weather, learning a new language and culture, experiencing 
different food, seeing poverty and learning the new work but with your prayers and 
concern they will be blessed with God’s grace and continue to see the beauty in these 
differences. The Love of the Lord makes all things one!  
 
Sisters of Charity of Seton Hill / https://sistersofcharityofsetonhillgeneralate.org/ 






