
 

Serving the People of Rutland, Oakham and Hubbardston 

December 01, 2019 

258 Main St. Rutland, Massachusetts   - Website: stpatricksrutland.org 

St. Patrick Parish 
Parish Center:  9 Pommogussett Rd.   
508-886-4984      FAX 508-886-2897 
Rev. James Boland, Pastor 
Residence: 508-886-4309    290 Main St. Rutland 
E-Mail: FrJim@stpatricksrutland.org 
Deacon Pierre Gemme:  
E-Mail: pgemme@stpatricksrutland.org 
Deacon Brian Stidsen: E-Mail: bstidsen@aol.com 
 
 

Denise A. Skrocki, Office Manager 
Office Hours: 9:00 –2:00  Monday-Thursday Closed Friday 

E-Mail: das@stpatricksrutland.org 
                Directors of Religious Education: 
Christine Mulry, Grades 1-5  508-886-2010   
E-Mail: Chris@stpatricksrutland.org 
Jean Urbanowski, Grades 6-11  508-886-2010   
E-Mail: Jean@stpatricksrutland.org 
 
 

Diocese of Worcester  
Office of Healing & Prevention  
Victim Services Coordinator 
Judith Audette, LICSW 508-726-2880  
49 Elm Street Worcester, MA 01609 

EUCHARISTIC CELEBRATION 
 

Saturday (Vigil) 5:00 p.m. 
Sunday          8:00 a.m.   
                                        10:30 a.m. 
                                          5:00 p.m.  
Weekday Mass 

Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday at 8:00 a.m. 

Baptism:  Parents are asked to call the Parish Office 
to arrange for instructions and Baptismal date. 

Marriage:  Couples planning marriage should  
contact the Pastor at least one year in advance.  
Participation in a Marriage Preparation Program is  
expected. 
 

Reconciliation:  Saturday at 4:00 p.m. or anytime                                    
by appointment. 
Home & Hospital Visitation:  Please notify us if 
you know of someone who would like to receive                        
Holy Communion, the Sacrament of the Sick, and/or a 
visit. 
New Parishioners:  Welcome! We hope that you 
will become an active part of our parish family. Please 
introduce yourselves after Mass or stop by the  Parish 
Center to register. 
 

Prayer Request Line:  Call with your requests. 
    508- 886-2206   Paula Stidsen or PaulaStidsen@gmail.com 
    508- 886-4724   Jackie O’Brien 

PROTECTING OUR YOUTH AND CHILDREN 

If you or someone you know has been sexually abused by a 
priest, religious or lay person working for the Church, and 
you want to share feelings of hurt or betrayal, call Judith 
Audette, Victim Services Coordinator, Office of Healing 
and Prevention, 508-929-4363 (direct, confidential line). 

Handicap accessibility by the elevator entrance on the left driveway side of the Church building. 

 

   Dear Lord, 
Open our hearts to realize we are blessed  
and called to share our gifts with others. 

 

Help us to be good stewards of the gifts      
entrusted to us,  to share our time,  

our talent and our treasure to connect,  
serve and impact the world.   Amen. 



St. Patrick’s Parish Rutland, MA 

Papal Tweet 
The Gospel is full of questions that attempt 
to unsettle, to stir and to invite the disciples 

to set out, to discover the truth that is 
capable of giving and generating life. 

 

       Weekly Schedule  
Sunday  
December 1 

3:00 p.m. Confirmation—St Paul’s 
Cathedral, Worcester 

Monday 
December 2 

6:00—7:00 p.m. Confessions in the 
Church 

Tuesday 
December 3 

8:30 a.m. Scr ipture Study & Faith 
Sharing—Church Hall 

Wednesday 
December 4 

7:00 p.m. Knights of Columbus 
Monthly Meeting—Parish Center 

Thursday 
December 5 

7:00 p.m. Choir  Rehearsal-Church 
(New?  Call Helen 978-928-3326) 

Friday 
December 6 

 

Saturday 
December 7 

 

Mark Your Calendars 

December 6th:  Merrimack Valley Ringers:                    

7:30 p.m., First Congregational Church, Rutland 

December 8th:  Greater Gardner Community 

Choir & Youth Chorus Christmas Concert,                     

3:00 p.m., First Congregational Church,                                       

28 Green St., Gardner 

December 9th:  Feast of the Immaculate              

Conception of the Blessed Virgin Mary                     

8:00 a.m. Mass  (Feast moved from Dec. 8th) 

December 16th:  Adoration & Benediction 

8:30 a.m. — 6:00 p.m 

December 24th & 25th:  Christmas Masses 

   Christmas Pageant 4:00 p.m.12/24 

   Christmas Eve Adult Choir 10:00  p.m. 12/24 

    Choir begins at 9:30 p.m. 

   Christmas Day:  10:30 a.m.  12/25 

January 1st:  Holy Day of Obligation:  Solemnity 

of Mary, The Holy Mother of God   Mass at 10:30 

January 5th:  Monthly Rosary/Divine Mercy 

Chaplet:  After  the 10:30 a.m. Sunday Mass 

Families requesting a Mass are asked to  
bring up the gifts at the offertory. Please stop in the 

sacristy to let us know you are at Mass.  

 Person is living   
 

Note:  In the event of a school delay or cancelation 
due to inclement weather,  

Mass will not be celebrated that day. 

Saturday, November 30:   
 

5:00 p.m.  All the Souls in Purgatory 
     

Sunday,  December 1:  
 

8:00 a.m.  All the Souls in Purgatory 
 

10:30 a.m. Scotty Bies 
  Requested by the Cove Family 
      Rosary and Divine Mercy Chaplet to follow Mass 
 

5:00 p.m.  All the Souls in Purgatory 
  

Monday, December 2:    
  

8:00 a.m.  Laura Dineen, Anniversary Mass 
  Requested by the Leahy Family 
 

Tuesday,  December 3:   
  

8:00 a.m.  Freder ick Warren  
 Requested by Russel & Grace Henderson 
     

Wednesday,  December 4:   
  

8:00 a.m.  Yvonne Cove, 15th Anniversary 
 Requested by the Cove Family 
 

Saturday, December 7:   
 

5:00 p.m.  Lucille Civilik 
 Requested by the Family 
     

Sunday,  December 8:  
 

8:00 a.m.  Pat Inangelo, 3rd Anniver sary 
  Requested by her husband John 
 

10:30 a.m.  
 

5:00 p.m.   

The November 24, 2019 Weekly Collection 

        Will be reported  

                        next week. 



First Sunday of Advent December 1, 2019  
 

 A Message from Fr. Jim... 

   

Dear Friends, 

As we enter Advent and a new liturgical year, I would like us to begin to look at being more            
attentive to God as we gather in prayer. Of course we all like to see one another and to catch up after a 
long week, and there is certainly a place for that. But as we enter the Church, we must recognize what 
we are about to enter into: we will be as close to Jesus Christ as we will be during the rest of our week. 

Cardinal Robert Sarah, who is head of the Congregation for Divine Worship and the Sacraments, 
quotes the General Instruction of the Roman Missal (or the norms for celebrating Mass) and speaks of it 
in this way:  

“Sacred silence also, as part of the celebration, is to be observed at the designated 
times. Its nature, however, depends on the moment when it occurs in the different 
parts of the celebration. For in the Penitential Act and again after the invitation to 
pray, individuals recollect themselves; whereas after a reading or after the Homily, all 
meditate briefly on what they have heard; then after Communion, they praise God in 
their hearts and pray to him. Even before the celebration itself, it is a praiseworthy 
practice for silence to be observed in the church, in the sacristy, in the vesting room, 
and in adjacent areas, so that all may dispose themselves to carry out the sacred  
action in a devout and fitting manner. [Fr. Jim emphasis]”* 

The Cardinal goes on to call Priests and Bishops to account for not maintaining this moment to 
properly prepare to celebrate the Sacred Mysteries. “It is sad, and almost a sacrilege, to hear                           
occasionally priests and bishops chattering incessantly in the sacristy, and even during the entrance 
procession, instead of recollecting themselves and contemplating in silence the mystery of the death of 
Christ on the Cross, which they are preparing to celebrate and which ought to inspire in them nothing 
but fear and trembling.”* 

 While I recognize the desire and need to talk with one another, I ask that going forward, starting 
at 5 minutes before Mass, we all recollect ourselves to quietly prepare for what we are about to cele-
brate in the gift of Mass. Allowing ourselves to slow down in this way will help us to open ourselves 
more to the graces God is trying to give us each and every day, and will make a great difference in help-
ing us to more attune to the voice of God. 

God Bless,  

Fr. Jim                              

*-Sarah, Robert Cardinal. The Power of Silence: Against the Dictatorship of Noise. Ignatius Press.” 

Solemnity of the Immaculate Conception  
of the Blessed Virgin Mary  

Patronal feast day of the United States of America  
(December 9, 2019) 

 

 

Since December 8 falls on a Sunday this year, the Solemnity of the 

Immaculate Conception of the Blessed Virgin Mary is transferred 

to December 9. (It is normally a holyday of obligation, but it is not 

obligatory this year). In this feast, we celebrate Mary’s conception, 

free from the stain of Original Sin, and we recognize that Mary’s 

life began at the moment she was conceived in the womb of                        

St. Anne. So, too, does every human life begin at the moment of 

conception, lovingly knit together by God the Father. 



Rutland Food Pantry:  Distributions 
 

 

December 

   NOTE:  Only One Distribution in December 

   Saturday, December 14, 2019    9:00 - 11:30 AM 
 

Food Pantry Wish List:    

All items listed below are in low supply and would be 

greatly appreciated: 

Canned Meat: Chicken, Ham, and Tuna (LOW SALT 

is also needed) 
Cereal: Hot and Cold (Low  Sugar and Gluten-Free 

also needed) 

Snacks: Cookies, fruit bars or any snacks for kids  
Rice: Rice P ilaf, Chicken &  Beef Flavored  

Pasta Sauce: Family size jars and cans  
Pasta 
Cocoa, Coffee & Tea (Decaf and Regular)  

We are very grateful to all who continue to support our 

food pantry. 

 

 St. Patrick’s Cookbook Update 
Cookbooks are going fast! 

Get yours before they are gone! 
 

Cookbooks are $18.00.   
They make great Christmas Gifts.   

            3 ½ Stories of Christmas                                                      
 Sunday, December 8th at 1:00 PM                      

 at St. Columba in Paxton 
 Calling all Angels and Shepherds!! 

  

 TV star Frank Runyeon is coming to St. Columba to bring us 
a very special Christmas story this Advent! Children and 
adults will be delighted as all the parts of the Christmas   
story are tied together for the first time: from the light of 
Creation to the manger in Bethlehem, from the origin of 
Saint Nicholas to the secret of the Christmas Angel himself!  

Everyone is welcome!   The show is sure to enhance 
the Advent Season for your family and friends. 



Remembering Our Homebound Parishioners 

Christmas will be here soon. As you are 
making out your Christmas cards, please 
remember our homebound parishioners.  
Christmas cards may be dropped in the 
collection basket and our Visitation     
Ministry members will get the cards to 
our parishioners.                  Thank you.   

 
 
 

 Janet Ahearn 

 Clea Blair 

 Grace Carlson 

 Jim Curtis 

 Joyce Dolan 

 Sandy Erickson 

 Kathy Healy 

 Walter & Charlotte Lucier 

 Art McNutt 
 Ellie Mohamed 

 Dick Quinn 

 Patricia Richards 

 Ginny Ross 

 Cele Todd 

 Maggie Wilkins 

 Marilyn Zoppo 
  

Christmas Miracles and Magic 

The annual Christmas Miracles and Magic Celebration 
is being held at the Rutland Sportsman Club on                   
Saturday, December 7th from 7-11 p.m.  Tickets are 
$10 per person and include appetizers, desserts, and 
music by the Otters.  There will also be raffles and 
door prizes.   
This event benefits the Rutland Food Pantry.  Please 
consider joining us for a fun night of fellowship and 
prizes while benefitting our community. Tickets are 
available at the Rutland Sportsman Club or by calling 
Shelley at 508-886-2506. 

St. Patrick Parish 
Christmas Pageant Mass 

Every year a silent acting out of the gospel of Luke is 
done at the Christmas Eve Mass at 4 pm.  Typically 
5

th
 graders participate in the pageant.     

Notices will be sent home in Religious 
Education classes this week.  If your 
child participates, we will be having 
two practice sessions; one on    
Thursday, Dec. 19

th
 at 4:00 pm, 

and the second on  
Saturday, Dec. 20

th
 at 9 am.    


