
 

Serving the People of Rutland, Oakham and Hubbardston 

June 28, 2020 

258 Main St. Rutland, Massachusetts   - Website: stpatricksrutland.org 

St. Patrick Parish 
Parish Center:  9 Pommogussett Rd.   
508-886-4984      FAX 508-886-2897 
Rev. James Boland, Pastor 
Residence: 508-886-4309    290 Main St. Rutland 
E-Mail: FrJim@stpatricksrutland.org 
Deacon Pierre Gemme  
E-Mail: pgemme@stpatricksrutland.org 
Deacon Brian Stidsen                                                                  
E-Mail: bstidsen51@gmail.com 
 

Denise A. Skrocki, Office Manager 
Office Hours for email and phone service only:                                   
9:00 –2:00  Monday-Thursday  

E-Mail: das@stpatricksrutland.org 
                Directors of Religious Education: 
Christine Mulry, Grades 1-5  508-886-2010   
E-Mail: Chris@stpatricksrutland.org 
Jean Urbanowski, Grades 6-11  508-886-2010   
E-Mail: Jean@stpatricksrutland.org 
Diocese of Worcester  
Office of Healing & Prevention  
Victim Services Coordinator 
Judith Audette, LICSW 508-726-2880  
49 Elm Street Worcester, MA 01609 

PUBLIC EUCHARISTIC CELEBRATIONS     
with COVID-19 RESTRICTIONS 

You may attend Mass in person or continue to                       
participate through Livestreaming on Facebook.    
Mass Schedule is: 
 

Saturday (Vigil)         5:00 pm 
Sunday                        8:00 am and 10:30 am 

Weekday:  Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday  
      8:00 am  

Baptism:  Parents please email the Parish Office to 
arrange for instructions and Baptismal date.  

Marriage:  Couples planning marriage, contact the 
Pastor at least one year in advance.  Participation in a 
Marriage Preparation Program is expected. 
Reconciliation:  Saturday Drive Up Confessions  
3:30-4:30 pm in the lower parking lot.  
Home & Hospital Visitation: Please notify us if 
you know of someone who is ill or homebound.                       
New Parishioners:  Welcome! We hope that you 
will become an active part of our parish family.                
Please introduce yourselves at your first opportunity, 
or call the Parish Center to register.  

Prayer Request Line:  Call with your requests. 
508- 886-2206   Paula Stidsen or PaulaStidsen@gmail.com 
508- 886-4724   Jackie O’Brien 

PROTECTING OUR YOUTH AND CHILDREN 

If you or someone you know has been sexually abused by a 
priest, religious or lay person working for the Church, and 
you want to share feelings of hurt or betrayal, call Judith 

Handicap accessibility by the elevator entrance on the left driveway side of the Church building. 

 

We thank you for the  unique gifts you have 
given us to foster your kingdom here on earth. 

always placing you at the center of our lives. 

Open our hearts to realize we are blessed and 

entrusted to us,  to share our time, our talent 

 

   Dear Lord, 
Open our hearts  

to realize we are blessed and called  
to share our gifts with others. 

 

Help us to be good stewards                                           
of the gifts entrusted to us,  to share our time, 

our talent and our treasure to connect,                     
serve and impact the world.   Amen. 



St. Patrick’s Parish Rutland, MA 

Mass Intentions  
Public Masses have resumed  

with Covid-19 precautions including: 
Wearing Masks, Social Distancing, and use of 

hand Sanitizer prior to receiving the Eucharist. 
 

To schedule a Mass Intention or   
request a Tabernacle Lamp  

please call the Parish Office  

 

* Person is Living              

NOTE:  Public Masses will be Livestreamed on 
Facebook so you may participate from home. 

 

Saturday, June 27:   
 

5:00 pm * All of our  Graduates at St. Patr ick’s   

 

Sunday,  June 28:  
 

8:00 am    Special Intention 

  Requested by a Family in the Parish 
 

10:30 am  Terry Pakish 

  Requested by Terry Reidy 
 

Monday, June 29:    
 

8:00 am  Virginia Ponte 

  Requested by Sr. Hilda Ponte  
 

Tuesday,  June 30: 
   

8:00 am   * People of St. Patr ick’s 
 

Wednesday,  July 1:  
  

8:00 am   * Ruth & Lester  Grace 

 Requested by Nancy & Clea Blair 
 

Saturday, July 4:   
 

5:00 pm  * Unity in our  United States of Amer ica  

 Requested by a Parishioner 

 

Sunday,  July 5:  
 

8:00 am * In Thanksgiving for  David’s 2nd Birthday 

  Requested by the Gil Family 

10:30 am  Aaron Michael Maldonado 

  Requested by his loving Family 

Papal Tweet 
The Word of God is given to us as the 

Word of life, which transforms, renews, 
and does not judge in order to condemn, 
but heals and has forgiveness as its aim.    

A Word that is light for our steps!  

         Weekly Schedule  
Sunday 
June 28 

 

Monday 
June 29 

  

 

Tuesday 
June 30 

 

Wednesday 
July 1 

 

Thursday 
July 2 

 

Friday 
July 3 

 

Saturday 
July 4 

    Independence Day 

  June 21, 2020 

Mailed in/Electronic Collections   
 

    Higher Utilities      $      310.00 
 Father’s Day   $       105.00 
 Holy Day (Ascension)  $         50.00 
 Electronic Giving      $   1,826.16         
    Weekly Offering      $   2,507.00      
                                   $   4,798.16   

Catholic Communications      $  40.00 

Peter’s Pence   $  30.00   
 

  We are grateful to all who have been able                
to mail in their weekly offering or make use                      
of on-line giving during this time.                                             
It is a great help to us.    Thank you! 
 

Come, O Holy Spirit, 
     Fill the world with your Love... 

During this time of                                         

re-opening the Church and  

minimizing the spread of Covid-19,  

the use of the Church Hall  

and Parish Center  

are reserved for authorized 

Liturgical Services only.   

The Scheduling of meetings, etc.                  

will resume at a later date.   

For questions, please contact  

the Parish Office. 



13th Sunday in Ordinary Time June 28, 2020 

A Message from the Pastor... 
 

    
 

     Dear friends, 

Two weeks ago, when I had relayed in my homily about speaking to parishioners about the issues of 

race, one conversation, in particular, was at the forefront of my mind. I had been sent a letter by one of 

our parishioners, Carlos Haz, whom many of you know very well. Carlos has been a leader in our                      

community for many years, helping with the Children’s Liturgy of the Word, the Knights of Columbus, our 

annual fundraiser Beer, Brats, and Blessings, and so many other ways. He and his wife Julie, herself one 

of our Sunday Lectors, coordinated the receptions that we had for the Capital Campaign this past Fall. 

They have a beautiful family, and I am grateful for the gift that they are to our own Parish Family.   

As I’ll let Carlos explain in his own words, the happenings of the world had led old wounds to surface 

– such that he put pen to paper. The letter in this bulletin speaks of his journey in a way that, I pray, will 

help promote understanding and growth in all of us in Christian Charity. Carlos has asked me to relay his 

email here, should anyone wish to converse with him about anything in the letter.                                                                

His email is loshaz69@gmail.com . 

              God Bless,     Fr. Jim 

 

St. Patrick’s  

2020-2021 Registration 
 
 

 Thank you to all who have already registered for next year’s 
Religious Education.  Early registration is a great help to us 
for planning purposes.   
 

Please check your email for the pre-printed registration form. 
If you have not received a form, please contact Chris Mulry 
at:   Chris@stpatricksrutland.org or call 508-886-2010. 
 

Early Registration:  Those who register prior to  
August 1, 2020 receive a $25 discount per student.   
 

Grade 2 & High School   
$125 per student (Early Registration $100) 

Grade 1 & Grades 3-8  
$100 per student (Early Registration $75) 

  

If you are experiencing financial difficulties at this time, 
please send in the registration form as soon as possible and 
payment may be deferred to a later date.    
We continue to pray for your health and safety. 

mailto:loshaz69@gmail.com


  

13th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 

First Reading:   2KGS 4:8-11,14-16A 
One day Elisha came to Shunem, where there was a wom-
an of influence, who urged him to dine with her.  After-
ward, whenever he passed by, he used to stop there to dine.  
So she said to her husband, “I know that Elisha is a holy 
man of God.  Since he visits us often, let us arrange a little 
room on the roof and furnish it for him with a bed, table, 
chair, and lamp, so that when he comes to us he can stay 
there.”  Sometime later Elisha arrived and stayed in the 
room overnight.   

Later Elisha asked, “Can something be done for her?”  His 
servant Gehazi answered, “Yes!  She has no son, and her 
husband is getting on in years.”  Elisha said, “Call her.” 
When the woman had been called and stood at the door, 
Elisha promised, “This time next year you will be fondling 
a baby son.” 

Responsorial Psalm: PS 89:2-3,16-17,18-19 
   For ever I will sing the goodness of the Lord.  

    

The promises of the LORD I will sing forever, through all 
generations my mouth shall proclaim your faithfulness.  
For you have said, “My kindness is established forever;”  
in heaven you have confirmed your faithfulness.  

Blessed the people who know the joyful shout; 
in the light of your countenance, O LORD, they walk. 
At your name they rejoice all the day, 
and through your justice they are exalted.  

You are the splendor of their strength, 
and by your favor our horn is exalted. 
For to the LORD belongs our shield, 
and the Holy One of Israel, our king. 

 Second Reading:  ROM 6:3-4,8-11 
Brothers and sisters:  Are you unaware that we who were 
baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into his death?  
We were indeed buried with him through baptism into                 

 

 

 

into death, so that, just as Christ was raised from the 
dead by the glory of the Father, we too might live in 
newness of life. 

If, then, we have died with Christ, we believe that we 
shall also live with him.  We know that Christ, raised 
from the dead, dies no more; death no longer has power 
over him.  As to his death, he died to sin once and for 
all; as to his life, he lives for God.  Consequently, you 
too must think of yourselves as dead to sin 
and living for God in Christ Jesus. 

Alleluia:  
Alleluia!  Alleluia! 

You are a chosen race, a royal priesthood,  

a holy nation; announce the praises of him who called 
you out of darkness into his wonderful light.  

Alleluia!  Alleluia! 

Gospel:  MT 10:37-42 

Jesus said to his apostles:  “Whoever loves father or 
mother more than me is not worthy of me, and whoever 
loves son or daughter more than me is not worthy of 
me; and whoever does not take up his cross and follow 
after me is not worthy of me.  Whoever finds his life 
will lose it, and whoever loses his life for my sake will 
find it. 

"Whoever receives you receives me, and whoever     

receives me receives the one who sent me. Whoever 

receives a prophet because he is a prophet will receive a 

prophet’s reward, and whoever receives a righteous 

man because he is a righteous man will receive a                

righteous man’s reward.  And whoever gives only a cup 

of cold water to one of these little ones to drink because 

the little one is a disciple— amen, I say to you, he will 

surely not lose his reward.” 

An     Act of Spiritual Communion 
 

My Jesus,  I believe that You are present  

in the Most Holy Sacrament.  

I love You above all things,  

and I desire to receive You into my soul.  

Since I cannot at this moment   

receive You sacramentally,    

come at least spiritually into my heart.  

I embrace You as if You were already there  

and unite myself wholly to You.  

Never permit me to be separated from You.  

    Amen 

Prayer to St. Michael  

St. Michael the Archangel,  

defend us in battle. 

Be our protection  

against the wickedness  

and snares of the devil. 

May God rebuke him,  

we humbly pray;  and do Thou,  

O Prince of the Heavenly Host,  

by the Power of God,  cast into hell 

Satan and all the evil spirits                 

who prowl about the world  

seeking the ruin of souls.     Amen                                                         

      The Memorare 

REMEMBER, O most gracious  
Virgin Mary, that never was it known  

that anyone who fled to thy protection,  
implored thy help,  

or sought thy intercession  
was left unaided.  

 
Inspired by this confidence,  

I fly unto thee, O Virgin of virgins,  
my Mother; to thee do I come;  

before thee I stand, sinful and sorrowful.  
O Mother of the Word Incarnate,  

despise not my petitions, but in thy mercy  
hear and answer me.   Amen.  



Rutland Food Pantry 

...here to help 

Distribution Dates 

 

 

 
 
 
 
If you or someone you know needs food, please come 

to our distributions.   Our distributions are drive-thru 

service with all safety precautions being adhered  

to by our staff and volunteers.   

Upon arrival at St Patrick’s Church parking lot,                 

REMAIN IN YOUR VEHICLE and you will be instructed 

by volunteers on where to proceed for food pick up. 

If you are unable to attend a distribution,                          

please send a message via our Facebook page                             

at Rutland MA Food Pantry,                                                    

call Paula at 508-886-2206 or                                               

call Lynne at 508-886-7153, and we will assist you.  
 

Food donations are still very much needed at this 

time.  

Our immediate needs are:  

  Shelf-Life Milk 

  Coffee/Tea    

  Boxed Potato Products 

  Boxed Rice products  

  Snacks/Cookies 
 

We gladly accept food that HAS NOT EXPIRED - as we 

cannot give out anything that has expired.   Due to an 

over-abundance of caution for the safety of our                      

volunteers, we would prefer any food donations be 

dropped off at St Patrick’s Church ONLY.  

Blessings and Peace to all and Thank You! 

Father’s Day  
  Spiritual  
  Remembrance - 2020 
 

In Memory of … 

Bertrand Bernatchez 

William Dengler 

William Enright 

Henry Ruchala Sr. 

Stephen Ruchala Sr. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Congratulations to our St. Patrick’s Graduates! 
 

As the school year draws to a close, we wish to  
congratulate all those who are completing or achieving a 
milestone in their education.  May the time of study and 
preparation bring you success, peace and happiness in 
the years ahead.  May God bless you always and may          
you always be aware of His continued presence in your 
daily life.   

  

We are so proud of our St. Patrick’s parishioners who are 
graduating.  Today we recognize our high school grads! 

  

Chantalle Benoit 
Riley Berry  
Emily Burns 
Jackson Burns 
Molly Burns 
Nick Butler 
Kyra Ceryanek 
James Dubovick 
Erin Duncan 
Ryan Edwards 
Morgan Fleischer 
Michael Gates 
Justin Gilroy 
Nathan Isaacs 
Austin Jalbert 
Margaret Johnson 
Joshua Judge 

Sydney Lamoureux 
Miguel Lopez  
Sophia Mason 
Emily McMahon 
Grace Miele 
Olivia Murphy 
Lauren Mulry 
Jacob Nadeau 
Nicholas Persson 
Ethan Ross 
Elizabeth Russell 
Hannah Rutkiewicz 
Mikayla Sargent 
Brendan Shaw 
Cameron Soucy 
Shea Sullivan 
Marta Szemiot 
Caitlynn Zenaro 

Prayer for Graduates 
 

Before you were even formed, God knew you. 
While in your Mother’s womb, God named you. 
At your birth, God’s breath filled you with life. 

Today we celebrate what you have become at this moment in time.   
 

And so we pray:  God of our blessings, 
We thank you for the gifts of these graduates;   

Their excitement, their awesome wonder and curiosity,  
their open speech and encouraging work.   

Their contributions have blessed and challenged us,  And we have be-
come a richer and more diverse community because of them.   

 

As they step forward into the world that awaits,  
Comfort their fears with the full knowledge of your divine presence, 

Strengthen their resolve to walk in the footsteps of Jesus 
As modern-day disciples in a world that needs their spirit. 

Guide their feet as they move through life, 
Protecting them from the pitfalls of darkness 

While they help to lead future generations  
Into the warmth and promise of your light. 
We ask this blessing upon each of them,  

in the name of the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit.    Amen 



A Parishioner’s Letter of Reflection… 
 

For those of you that know me, I usually tend to be a quiet more reserved person.  For the most 
part, I try not to delve into controversial topics.  However, the recent events around the killing of 
George Floyd and the passion my daughter feels around this injustice has inspired me to speak. 

First, I want you to know that I understand that not every cop is racist.  In fact, one of my best 
friends is a white cop.  Not every white person is racist. I am married to a white woman after all.  Just 
like not every protestor is a looter or is attacking cops.  Both sides of the issue want to take the action of 
a few and make it represent the whole.  That is wrong.  So why so much anger and frustration? If you 
are willing to read on, I will try to explain the emotions that are boiling over. 

First, I want to tell you more about myself. I was born in the Bronx, NY in 1969.  I am the son of 
two immigrant parents that came here from Ecuador.  Like all immigrants, my parents settled in a    
neighborhood with others of a similar background.  I am the first American born person in my family. 

My mother was a hard-working woman.  She wanted a better life for herself and her family.  
When I was young, I only knew how to speak Spanish.  I did not know this until later in life.  It was 
when I first started school that I started learning English.  My mother would always force me to practice 
my English and speak less Spanish at home.  You see, my mother was always smart.  She knew I had to 
“fit in” to the white model to be accepted.  When I was 4, my mom left the Bronx and moved us to a 
“white” majority town in NJ.  She wanted to try to give me all the advantages I could have.  She forced 
me to study hard and better myself. 

I was poor growing up.  5 of us lived in a roach infested, 3 room apartment.  Not three bedrooms, 
three rooms. A kitchen, a living room and a bedroom. But my mom always told me if we keep working 
hard things will get better and they did financially.  The town I lived in starting to have an influx of the 
Cuban immigrants that Castro was releasing back in the late 70’s. It eventually started becoming                 
predominately a “Spanish” town.  Right around this time my father left us.  I can imagine how difficult 
and stressful life was for my mom. That did not stop her. That is when my mom moved us again to a 
nicer suburban neighborhood and again, to one that was predominately white. In fact, I went to high 
school in this new town and was one of 3 people of color in the whole school freshman year.  

This is where the message gets important.  My mother also taught me other things.  She always 
taught me to be scared of the cops.  She taught me not to speak too loudly in front of white people and 
never speak Spanish in front of them.  She said to be extra respectful to white people.  This shaped a lot 
of who I am today, though I did not completely comprehend the extent until the last few days. 

You see, as a person of color, we experience things that white people almost never have to                 
experience or worry about. Before I go on, I thought it would help paint a picture if I reveal more about      
myself.   Through the years, my parents both became Republicans.  I have also been a life-long                   
Republican who recently switched to an Independent. The reason I mention this is because people want 
to make this a political issue.  Republican vs Democrat.  In fact, I had the same thoughts myself.  This is 
not a political issue.  It is an issue that is coming to a boiling point because of what people of color ex-
perience their whole lives. 

Some of my good friends in person or over social media post things like “what else do they want”?  
What we want is for you to understand what we are feeling.  When people knelt during the anthem, I 
disagreed with it.  However, now I see it in a different light.  That is people of color wanted to talk 
about issues.  But most of the country did not like that peaceful protest.   It became an issue of hating 
the flag.  I found myself  saying the same things.  “What do these Democrats want?” I thought to my-
self. “Get up and stop Kneeling during the Anthem”, I thought.  Now protests have broken out because 
of the horrible footage of the injustice that led to George Floyd’s death. Unfortunately, some looting and 
violence has broken out and I have heard some of my friend’s say, “If they really care about racism, 
why are they looting?” While that is not the answer neither was the peaceful protest that started with 
taking a knee. S 

I have been blessed and have led a good life. I have an amazing family. I am financially sound. I 
am educated. Everything is perfect for this Spanish guy that learned how to fit in, right?  Well let me tell 

you more about my experiences.   



 Right or wrong the feeling in minority communities is that we must live up to white expectations to 
fit in.  We never feel like we are good enough.  This manifests all the time in my life.  I never feel 
like I am going to fit in when I am one of the few people of color in a room. 

 I have had a couple of girlfriends break up with me because I was Spanish, and their parents did 
not want them to date a Spanish guy. 

 In high school, I was the only Spanish kid and there were 2 African American kids. My freshman 
year I was called many derogatory names. 

 I was smacked in the face by my girlfriend’s father because he caught us walking hand in hand on 
the street. He had told her she did not want her to see me. 

 Even my own wife said to me years later that she was so nervous to bring me home to meet her 
family because she is white. Obviously, a person that is not racist but still felt like something is not 
quite right. 

 I have been pulled over 4 times in my life, never given a ticket but questioned thoroughly by the 
police only to be let go since I did nothing wrong. In fact, I had that experience just a few short 
years ago because I was driving my mother’s car with NJ license plates.  I was pulled over because 
I was brown and driving a nice car. 

 I have been in two fist fights in my life over being called derogatory slurs that were unprovoked. 

 I have been called a stupid Mexican and I should go back to my country. 

 I have been at a corporate meeting where I had to present material and I was approached by a                 
colleague afterwards that told me I speak very good English. 

 I have experienced comments like this “I would never have guessed you were a Republican”             
Why, does a Republican look a certain way? 

 When I was young, my father took me a ballgame.  He was cheering for the other team and was 
called a derogatory term and told to take his little monkey back to Mexico. 

 My mother only 3 years ago was in a supermarket.  She was having trouble paying with her card 
and two males behind her called her a stupid Mexican and she will be sent back to her country 
soon. 

So, these are the words of a person of color that probably has it better than most other people of              
color.  Yet, I still have had these many personal, racist experiences in my life.  My daughter, who is deeply 
passionate about human rights and equality, and I have had some open, deep conversations about this. I 
was fighting her for days. I was hearing what she was saying but I was not listening.  She did not make me 
feel comfortable with what she was saying to me.  It went against everything I believed.  Then as I laid in 
bed one night, all these experiences I mentioned above came flooding back to my mind. Truthfully, I             
almost never harped on them because I left it as an action of an individual at the time.  But as you can see, 
individual acts add up. 

It hit home further when I was listening to the radio. An African American person and his white             
cohost were discussing George Floyd. The black man asks his white cohost if he had any kids.  The man 
replied, “Yes he is 21.”  The guy says, “What did you do when he got his license? “The white cohost          
replied, “I told him to go out and have fun”.  The African American man said, “Here is the conversation I 
had with my 17-year-old black son. I had to warn my son that if he was ever pulled over, he had to be 
careful. Not every cop is racist, but this could be the one that is. I told him sit still, answer politely either 
Yes sir or No sir. And whatever you do, do not reach for anything because it may get you shot.”  That is 
quite different from “go out and have fun”. 

A white person cannot know how that feels because as a race you do not experience people looking 
at you as less because of the color of your skin. 

I am not here trying to solve the world’s problems.  I wish I had the solutions. I am not here to point 
fingers or blame political parties.  I am not here to try to piss any of you off though like all topics I am sure 
it will anger some of you.  I just wanted to lend a voice to help people understand what the protests are 
about.   I finally decided to listen. I hope you do too. 

God Bless,   

 Carlos Haz 




