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PUBLIC EUCHARISTIC CELEBRATIONS     
with COVID-19 RESTRICTIONS 

You may attend Mass in person or continue to                       
participate through Livestreaming on Facebook.    
Mass Schedule is: 
 

Saturday (Vigil)         5:00 pm 
Sunday                        8:00 am and 10:30 am 

Weekday:  Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday  
      8:00 am  

Baptism:  Parents please email the Parish Office to 
arrange for instructions and Baptismal date.  

Marriage:  Couples planning marriage, contact the 
Pastor at least one year in advance.  Participation in a 
Marriage Preparation Program is expected. 
Reconciliation:  Saturday 3:30-4:30 pm in the             
Parish Center, main floor, large classroom. 
Home & Hospital Visitation: Please notify us if 
you know of someone who is ill or homebound.                       
New Parishioners:  Welcome! We hope that you 
will become an active part of our parish family.                
Please introduce yourselves at your first opportunity, 
or call the Parish Center to register.  

Prayer Request Line:  Call with your requests. 
508- 886-2206   Paula Stidsen or PaulaStidsen@gmail.com 
508- 886-4724   Jackie O’Brien 

Handicap accessibility by the elevator entrance on the left driveway side of the Church building. 

PROTECTING OUR YOUTH AND CHILDREN 

If you or someone you know has been sexually abused by a 
priest, religious or lay person working for the Church, and 
you want to share feelings of hurt or betrayal, call Judith 
Audette, Victim Services Coordinator, Office of Healing 
and Prevention, 508-929-4363 (direct, confidential line). 

 

   Dear Lord, 
Open our hearts  

to realize we are blessed and called  
to share our gifts with others. 

 

Help us to be good stewards  
of the gifts entrusted to us,  

 to share our time, our talent and our treasure  
to connect, serve and impact the world.  

  Amen. 

 



St. Patrick’s Parish Rutland, MA 

Papal Tweet 

The design that God has for each one of us                           

is always a design of love.  

And the greatest joy for every believer  

is to respond to that call, offering one’s entire being to 

the service of God and the brothers and sisters.  

January 17, 2021  

Mass/Mailed in/Electronic Collections   
 

Weekly Offering      $   2,465.00      
Electronic Giving      $   1,558.86  
Higher Utilities      $       100.00 
Mary Mother of God $         10.00 

                                   $   4,133.86 
 

We are grateful to all who have been able                
to make their weekly offering or make use                      
of on-line giving during this time.                                             
It is a great help to us.    Thank you! 

Upcoming Events 
Please Mark Your Calendars 

 

 

 

 

 
 

  January 27:  Rosary with the Knights Of Columbus,  
7:00 pm, in the Church & Livestreamed                                                                  
on Facebook. 

January 28:  Annual Mass for Life 6:30 pm at the         
Cathedral of St. Paul, 19 Chatham St., Worcester.   
All are invited to join Bishop McManus in this celebration.   
A special Holy Hour for Life will follow at 7:30 pm.  
Please join us as we remember the 48th tragic                 
anniversary of Roe v. Wade and pray for an end to                
abortion and the conversion of our nation.   

February 1:  St. Patrick’s Holy Hour 6:30 pm, 
in the Church         

February 7:  Rosary following the 10:30 am                  
Mass, all are welcome.   

February 15:  St. Patrick’s Holy Hour 6:30 pm,  
in the Church         

February 17:  Ash Wednesday,  Lent begins                        
Watch the bulletin for specifics on Mass                                 
and distribution of ashes 

NOTE:  Public Masses will be Livestreamed on 

Facebook so you may participate from home. 
 

Saturday, January 23:   
 

5:00 pm  *All the People who have been praying for  

& supporting the Parish over the past year 

 By a Grateful Parish 
Sunday, January 24:   
 

8:00 am *For  those who served and serve in our  

      Music Ministry 

  By a Grateful Parish 
 

10:30 am *For  those who served the Church 

decorating, cleaning the linens, and any other capacity 

  By a Grateful Parish 
 

Monday, January 25:   
 

8:00 am  Paul Favreau 

 Requested by Mr. & Mrs. Walter Skip Carroll 
      

Tuesday,  January 26:    
   

8:00 am  * The People of St. Patr ick’s 
        

Wednesday,  January 27:  
 

8:00 am  All Souls in Purgatory 
 

Saturday, January 30:   
 

5:00 pm  *For  our  Lectors 

  By a Grateful Parish 
Sunday, January 31:   
 

8:00 am *For  our  Staff at St. Patr ick’s 

  By a Grateful Parish 
 

10:30 am *For  those who work & suppor t our    

        Food Pantry 

  By a Grateful Parish 

Mass Intentions  
Public Masses have resumed  

with Covid-19 precautions including: 
Wearing Masks, Social Distancing, and use of 

hand Sanitizer prior to receiving the Eucharist. 
 

To schedule a Mass Intention or   
request a Tabernacle Lamp  

please call the Parish Office  

 

* Person is Living              

Memorare to St. Joseph 
 

Remember, O most chaste spouse  
of the Virgin Mary, that never was it known 
that anyone who implored your help  
and sought your intercession  
was left unassisted. 
 

Full of confidence in your power  
I fly unto you and beg your protection. 
Despise not,  
O Guardian of the Redeemer,  
my humble supplication,  
but in your bounty,  
hear and answer me.      Amen.  

            The year of St. Joseph 2021 



Third Sunday in Ordinary Time January 24, 2021 

A Message from the Pastor...         
 

Dear friends, 

 As vaccinations become a more realistic possibility soon for many, I thought now 
would be a good time to update you on the Church’s response to the reception of                         
potential vaccines for Covid-19. 

 You may remember that I have been focused on getting you information and did so 
in November regarding what I knew was out there. Since then, the Vatican’s Congregation for the Doctrine of the 
Faith (or CDF – the Highest Office in the Church on Faith and Morals) – has weighed in. The moral questions re-
garding vaccines go back to using a cell line known as HEK-293, a line that has been in use since the 1960s. Howev-
er, this line is derived from a child who was aborted, hence the moral question. “Here, our objective is only to con-
sider the moral aspects of the use of the vaccines against Covid-19 that have been developed from cell lines de-
rived from tissues obtained from two fetuses that were not spontaneously aborted.”* 

 The link below will lead you to the Congregation's more in-depth analysis. Still, here is the short answer: 
We are always to choose the least morally controversial option in a scenario where no other pathway exists                   
regarding biomedical issues. “…when ethically irreproachable Covid-19 vaccines are not available (e.g. in                  
countries where vaccines without ethical problems are not made available to physicians and patients, or where 
their distribution is more difficult due to special storage and transport conditions, or when various types of               
vaccines are distributed in the same country but health authorities do not allow citizens to choose the vaccine 
with which to be inoculated) it is morally acceptable to receive Covid-19 vaccines that have used cell lines from 
aborted fetuses in their research and production process.” (Bold and highlight, my emphasis) 

 This kind of cooperation, passive material cooperation, is unideal. Preferably, we would have a vaccine 
completely free of these connections. However, as things stand at this moment, such an option is not currently 
available. In the Bulletin, you will see I have attached a chart to inform you of the morality of the vaccines in                 
production, where they stand in clinical trials and their moral profile.** The USCCB has elaborated further on                
this question regarding the specific vaccination on the American market:  

“Neither Pfizer nor Moderna used morally compromised cell lines in the design, development, or 
production of the vaccine. A confirmatory test, however, employing the commonly used, but mor-
ally compromised HEK293 cell line was performed on both vaccines. Thus, while neither vaccine is 
completely free from any connection to morally compromised cell lines, in this case the connec-
tion is very remote from the initial evil of the abortion. 

In view of the gravity of the current pandemic and the lack of availability of alternative vaccines, 
the reasons to accept the new COVID-19 vaccines from Pfizer and Moderna are sufficiently serious 
to justify their use, despite their remote connection to morally compromised cell lines”*** 

 The USCCB states that the AstraZeneca vaccine is more morally compromised because it uses the cell line  
in its design, development, and production, as well as confirmatory testing. “The AstraZeneca vaccine should be 
avoided if there are alternatives available.” Johnson and Johnson, whose vaccine may not be far away, falls into 
this category as well.**   However, as stated above by the CDF, only if you have no choice and these are the only 
options, you would be able to proceed. 

 There are ethical options in the pipeline. A German company called CureVac has a morally produced       
vaccine now in stage 3 trials, but it is still around six months out (they partnered with Bayer for distribution but 
would serve the European market first). Sanofi Pasteur also has one on this track, but it has been delayed until   
potentially the end of the calendar year. Ideally, if we can wait, we should do our best to do so. However, if in a 
situation where we are immunocompromised, in a greater risk category for many reasons, or are in contact with 
people  due to the nature of your job, then follow the guidance above, praying to the Lord to help lead you in the 
decision making process. 



Third Sunday in Ordinary Time January 24, 2021 

Message from the Pastor… continued         
 

Because of the challenging positions we are put in sometimes put in - not only with the Covid vaccines but 
others as well - we are always asked “to make known their disagreement and to ask that their healthcare system 
make other types of vaccines available”****.  At the very least, I would do this by sending some challenge to the 
companies themselves. 

“Email the company (Moderna, Pfizer, AstraZeneca, Johnson & Johnson): “If you stop using the      
remains of aborted children in all research and production, your product will gain the Christian 
market.” Companies can change their practices, just as Sanofi Pasteur did earlier this year, when it 
committed to discontinuing the use of aborted fetal cell lines in its polio vaccines. Don’t let people 
tell you it cannot be done; it can. But the market must demand it. Of course, it would be great if 
the Christian market — especially the 70 million Catholics in the United States — would back that 
statement up by abstaining, using alternatives and continuing to demand ethical medicines.”***** 

 We have struggled with these questions, and I have hardly given a full treatment of the topic – the last             
article I site from the Register gives some greater context of how we enact change in this topic. We are always to 
uphold a culture of life. Even when put in a position where we don’t have control over something like this, the                   
duty becomes to respond, helping to change the practice. As you know, I have been wary of the Moderna vaccine. 
But I also needed to ask myself whether I trust the Church at the highest levels to get the questions right.  In              
obedience and deference, as hard as that can be (and it was in this case), I do so.  I pray that we all have the     
guidance we need to go forward and make the decisions we need to make as we begin to move on from this time 
of the pandemic.  You all remain in my daily prayers. 

God Bless,   Fr. Jim                   

 
        * https://www.vatican.va/roman_curia/congregations/cfaith/documents/rc_con_cfaith_doc_20201221_nota-vaccini-anticovid_en.html  

      ** https://s27589.pcdn.co/wp-content/uploads/2020/12/COVID-19-Vaccine-Candidates-and-Abortion-Derived-Cell-Lines.pdf  

    *** https://www.usccb.org/moral-considerations-covid-vaccines  

  **** https://www.vatican.va/roman_curia/congregations/cfaith/documents/rc_con_cfaith_doc_20081208_dignitas-personae_en.html  

***** https://www.ncregister.com/commentaries/how-to-object-to-an-abortion-tainted-covid-19-vaccine  
  

Collection for  
Priest Retirement  

On Ash Wednesday, February 17,                     

the parishes of our diocese will take up a     

collection to support the retired priests                      

of our diocese.  
 

We currently have 50 retired priests. An additional 42 

priests will reach the retirement age of 75 within the next 

nine years. Over the last two fiscal years, the costs of priest 

retirement, including housing, health insurance and             

monthly stipends have ranged from $2.2 - 2.6 million            

leading to significant annual shortfalls.  Your support of        

the Ash Wednesday collection will help us meet our                  

obligation to those priests who have faithfully served us 

and our families through the decades.  

Thank you for your support. 

https://www.modernatx.com/contact-moderna
https://www.pfizer.com/contact
https://www.astrazeneca.com/our-company/contact-us.html
https://www.astrazeneca.com/our-company/contact-us.html
https://cogforlife.org/2020/06/04/sanofi-pasteur-discontinues-aborted-fetal-polio-vaccine-using-moral-cell-lines-instead/
https://www.vatican.va/roman_curia/congregations/cfaith/documents/rc_con_cfaith_doc_20201221_nota-vaccini-anticovid_en.html
https://s27589.pcdn.co/wp-content/uploads/2020/12/COVID-19-Vaccine-Candidates-and-Abortion-Derived-Cell-Lines.pdf
https://www.usccb.org/moral-considerations-covid-vaccines
https://www.vatican.va/roman_curia/congregations/cfaith/documents/rc_con_cfaith_doc_20081208_dignitas-personae_en.html
https://www.ncregister.com/commentaries/how-to-object-to-an-abortion-tainted-covid-19-vaccine


   Rutland Food Pantry 

Here to help… 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Food Pantry Immediate Wish List 
 

 Soup                                                        

 (We need lots of Soup!) 

 Canned Tuna                                           

 (We need lots of Tuna!) 
 Hot and Cold Cereal                                           

 (Low Sugar also needed) 

 Tea/Cocoa/Coffee 

 

 Hamburger Helper,                                    

 Pasta Sides 

Upcoming Distribution Dates 

Drive-Thru Distribution Only 

Date Time 

February 

Thursday, February 11, 2021 6:00 - 7:00 PM 

Saturday, February 27, 2021 9:00 - 10:00 AM 

Worldwide Marriage Encounter  

Worldwide Marriage Encounter is sponsoring virtual 
marriage experiences. Some are on weekends and some 
span multiple weeks on a given weekday.  Couples will 
explore their individual personality styles, improve                 
listening and communication skills, understand God’s 

plan for their marriage, and learn how to keep their relationship a 
priority.   

“This is the time of fulfillment. The kingdom of God is at hand.              

Repent, and believe in the gospel.” Bring your marriage to its full-
est on the upcoming virtual Worldwide Marriage Encounter               

experience on Feb 12-14, 2021 in East Hartford, CT and                                 
Feb 22-Mar 15, 2021 in VIRTUAL 3RE, NY. 

For more information, call at or visit at https://wwmema.org/. 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

We are happy to present this year’s  

First Communion Candidates 

to our parishioners.   
 

The students are beginning their formal classes on 
the Eucharist this week.  They did a fabulous job      
preparing for and receiving their First Reconciliation in 
December.  Now on to preparations to received their 
First Communion In May.   
  

Please choose one student to pray for over the next 
several months as they learn and prepare  
to receive the Sacrament.  As always, thank you for 
supporting our young parishioners! 
  

     Brannagh Allison 
     Anthony Annunziata 
     Kaleigh Barbadora 
     Anthony Barbarino 
     Connor Baril 
     Markens Benoit 
     Jacob Bostock 
     Grace Cirillo 
     Juliet Fairbrother 
     Andrew Fuller 
     Joshua Graves 

Cole Polisher 
Jaxson Riley 
Jacksen Shaughnessy 
Logan Shaughnessy 
Emily Sullivan 

Quinn Grilli 
Jackson Holdom 
Lillian Howard 
Jack Kelly 
Ryan LaRange 
Sydney Larsen 
Gisele Machado 
William McSheehy 
Ryleigh Pettes 
Connor Place 
Harper Place 

 
 
 

      First Reconciliation        
    Class 2020 
 

Congratulations to those children       
     who received  
 the Sacrament of Reconciliation     
   for the first time  
      on Sunday, January 17!   
 

 

Grace Cirillo  

                      Juliet Fairbrother  
       
 

  

Mass for Life - January 28
th

 
Cathedral of St. Paul 

19 Chatham St., Worcester - 6:30 pm 
 

   All are invited to join Bishop McManus   

 for the annual Mass for Life.  A special                     

 Holy Hour for Life will follow at 7:30.  

 Please join us as we remember the 48th 

 tragic anniversary of Roe v. Wade and 

          pray for an end to abortion and 

          the conversion of our nation.  

……                                          All are welcome! 

https://wwmema.org/


  

 
 

 

 

First Reading:   Jon 3:1-5, 10 

The word of the LORD came to Jonah, saying: 

“Set out for the great city of Nineveh, 

and announce to it the message that I will tell you.” 

So Jonah made ready and went to Nineveh, 

according to the LORD’S bidding. 

Now Nineveh was an enormously large city; 

it took three days to go through it. 

Jonah began his journey through the city, 

and had gone but a single day’s walk announcing, 

“Forty days more and Nineveh shall be destroyed, “ 

when the people of Nineveh believed God; 

they proclaimed a fast 

and all of them, great and small, put on sackcloth.  

When God saw by their actions how they turned 

from their evil way, 

he repented of the evil that he had threatened to do 

to them; 

he did not carry it out. 
 
 

Responsorial Psalm:  Ps 25:4-5, 6-7, 8-9 
 

           Teach me your ways, O Lord. 
 

Your ways, O LORD, make known to me; 

    teach me your paths, 

Guide me in your truth and teach me, 

    for you are God my savior. 
 

Remember that your compassion, O LORD, 

    and your love are from of old. 

In your kindness remember me, 

    because of your goodness, O LORD. 
 

Good and upright is the LORD; 

    thus he shows sinners the way. 

He guides the humble to justice 

    and teaches the humble his way. 

 
 

 

 

 
 
 

Second Reading:    1 Cor 7:29-31 

I tell you, brothers and sisters,                                                

the time is running out. 

From now on, let those having wives act                             

as not having them, 

those weeping as not weeping, 

those rejoicing as not rejoicing, 

those buying as not owning,  

those using the world as not using it fully.  

For the world in its present form is passing away.  
 

Alleluia:  
Alleluia!  Alleluia!    

The kingdom of God is at hand. 
Repent and believe in the Gospel.  

Alleluia!  Alleluia! 

Gospel:  Mk 1:14-20 

After John had been arrested, 

Jesus came to Galilee proclaiming the gospel                    

of God: 

“This is the time of fulfillment. 

The kingdom of God is at hand. 

Repent, and believe in the gospel.” 

As he passed by the Sea of Galilee, 

he saw Simon and his brother Andrew casting 

their nets into the sea; 

they were fishermen. 

Jesus said to them, 

“Come after me, and I will make you fishers of 

men.” 

Then they abandoned their nets and followed him. 

He walked along a little farther 

and saw James, the son of Zebedee, and his  

brother John. 

They too were in a boat mending their nets. 

Then he called them. 

So they left their father Zebedee in the boat 

along with the hired men and followed him. 

Third Sunday in Ordinary Time 

https://bible.usccb.org/bible/jonah/3?1
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/psalms/25?4
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/1corinthians/7?29
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/mark/1?14


Prayer In Time of Pandemic :  O God, whose Only Begotten Son bore the weight of human suffering for our salvation, 
hear the  prayers of your Church for our sick brothers and sisters and deliver us from this time of trial. Open our ears and our hearts to the 
voice of your Son:  Be not afraid, for I am with you always.  Bless all doctors and nurses, researchers and public servants; give us the wis-
dom to do what is right and the faith to endure this hour, that we might gather once again to praise your name in the heart of your Church,                    
delivered from all  distress and confident in your mercy. Through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

 

 Penitential Act Form A (Confiteor)  

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

I confess to almighty God  

and to you, my brothers and sisters,  

that I have greatly sinned,  

in my thoughts and in my words,  

in what I have done and in what I have failed to do,  

through my fault, through my fault,  

through my most grievous fault;  

therefore I ask blessed Mary ever-Virgin,  

all the Angels and Saints, and you, my brothers and sisters,  

to pray for me to the Lord our God.  

 

Gloria  
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

Glory to God in the highest,  

and on earth peace to people of good will.  

We praise you, we bless you, we adore you, we glorify you,  

we give you thanks for your great glory,  

Lord God, heavenly King,  

O God, almighty Father.  

Lord Jesus Christ, Only Begotten Son,  

Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father,  

you take away the sins of the world, have mercy on us;  

you take away the sins of the world, receive our prayer;  

you are seated at the right hand of the Father,  

have mercy on us.  

For you alone are the Holy One,   

you alone are the Lord,  

you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ,  

with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the Father. Amen  

An     Act of Spiritual Communion 
 

My Jesus,  I believe that You are present  

in the Most Holy Sacrament.  

I love You above all things,  

and I desire to receive You into my soul.  

Since I cannot at this moment   

receive You sacramentally,    

come at least spiritually into my heart.  

I embrace You as if You were already there  

and unite myself wholly to You.  

Never permit me to be separated from You.  

    Amen 

Prayer to St. Michael  

St. Michael the Archangel,  

defend us in battle. 

Be our protection  

against the wickedness  

and snares of the devil. 

May God rebuke him,  

we humbly pray;  and do Thou,  

O Prince of the Heavenly Host,  

by the Power of God,  cast into hell 

Satan and all the evil spirits                 

who prowl about the world  

seeking the ruin of souls.     Amen                                                         

      The Memorare 

REMEMBER, O most gracious  
Virgin Mary, that never was it known  

that anyone who fled to thy protection,  
implored thy help,  

or sought thy intercession  
was left unaided.  

 
Inspired by this confidence,  

I fly unto thee, O Virgin of virgins,  
my Mother; to thee do I come;  

before thee I stand, sinful and sorrowful.  
O Mother of the Word Incarnate,  

despise not my petitions, but in thy mercy  
hear and answer me.   Amen.  

 Profession of Faith (Nicene Creed)  

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

I believe in one God, the Father almighty,  

maker of heaven and earth,  of all things visible and invisible.  

I believe in one Lord Jesus Christ, the Only Begotten Son of God,  

born of the Father before all ages.  

God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God,  

begotten, not made, consubstantial with the Father;  

through him all things were made.  

For us men and for our salvation he came down from heaven,  

and by the Holy Spirit was incarnate of the Virgin Mary,  

and became man.  

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate,  

he suffered death and was buried, and rose again on the third day  

in accordance with the Scriptures.  

He ascended into heaven  

and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead  

and his kingdom will have no end.  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,  

who proceeds from the Father and the Son,  

who with the Father and the Son is adored and glorified,  

who has spoken through the prophets.  

I believe in one, holy, catholic and apostolic Church.  

I confess one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins  

and I look forward to the resurrection of the dead  

and the life of the world to come. Amen.  
 

Preface Acclamation 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

Holy, Holy, Holy Lord God of hosts.  

Heaven and earth are full of your glory.  

Hosanna in the highest.  

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.  

Hosanna in the highest.  

Select Mass Prayers 




