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PUBLIC EUCHARISTIC CELEBRATIONS  
with COVID-19 RESTRICTIONS 

You may attend Mass in person or continue to                       
participate through Livestreaming on Facebook.    
Mass Schedule is: 

Saturday (Vigil)         5:00 pm 
Sunday                        8:00 am and 10:30 am 

Weekday:  Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday       
 8:00 am  

Baptism:  Parents please call the Parish Office to 
arrange for instructions and Baptismal date.  

Marriage:  Couples planning marriage should  
contact the Pastor at least one year in advance.  
Participation in a Marriage Preparation Program is  
expected. 
Reconciliation: Saturday 3:30-4:30 pm in the             
Parish Center, main floor, large classroom. 
Home & Hospital Visitation:  Please notify us if 
you know of someone who is ill or homebound.                      
New Parishioners:  Welcome! We hope that you 
will become an active part of our parish family.                
Please introduce yourselves at your first opportunity, 
or call the Parish Center to register. 
Prayer Request Line:  Call with your requests. 
508- 886-2206   Paula Stidsen or PaulaStidsen@gmail.com 
508- 886-4724   Jackie O’Brien 

PROTECTING OUR YOUTH AND CHILDREN 

If you or someone you know has been sexually abused by a 
priest, religious or lay person working for the Church, and 
you want to share feelings of hurt or betrayal, call Judith 
Audette, Victim Services Coordinator, Office of Healing 
and Prevention, 508-929-4363 (direct, confidential line). 

Handicap accessibility by the elevator entrance on the left driveway side of the Church building. 

 THIRD  

SUNDAY 

OF LENT 

March 7, 2021 

mailto:bstidsen51@gmail.com


St. Patrick’s Parish Rutland, MA 

Papal Tweet 
Let us pray together  

that we may experience  
the sacrament of reconciliation  

with renewed depth,  
to taste the forgiveness and infinite mercy of God.  

Public Masses have resumed  
with Covid-19 precautions including: 

Wearing Masks, Social Distancing, and use of 
hand Sanitizer prior to receiving the Eucharist. 

 

To schedule a Mass Intention or   
request a Tabernacle Lamp  

please call the Parish Office  

 

* Person is Living              
 

NOTE:  Public Masses will be Livestreamed on 

Facebook so you may participate from home. 
 

Saturday, March 6:   
 

5:00 pm  Donald “Soupy” Campbell, 1st Anniversary 

  Requested by the Family  
Sunday, March 7:   
 

8:00 am  Michael Watson 

  Requested by Cindy Katinas 
    

10:30 am  Marilyn A. Har t 

  By the Parish 
 

Monday, March 8:   
 

8:00 am  All Souls in Purgatory 

 Requested by a Friend of St. Patrick’s 
  

Tuesday,  March 9:    
   

8:00 am  * The People of St. Patr ick’s 
 

Wednesday,  March 10:  
 

8:00 am  Fr . Henry Donoghue, 1st Anniversary 

 Requested by Lauren Maldonado 
 

 

Saturday, March 13:   
 

5:00 pm  Timothy Kenney 

  Requested by Denise Clark  
Sunday, March 14:   
 

8:00 am  Paul Gagnon 

 Requested by Dave and Connie Bunker 
    

10:30 am  

 

 

 

March 8:  Confessions 6:30 - 7:30 pm,                         
in the Parish Center 

March 12:  Stations of the Cross 7:00 pm, Church 
    Also on:  3/19, 3/26, 4/2  
March 15:  Confessions 5:15 - 6:15 pm,                         
in the Parish Center  

March 15:  St. Patrick’s Holy Hour 6:30 pm,                         
in the Church         

March 19:  Lenten Fish Dinner,  by the                        
Knights of Columbus, 5 - 6:30 pm,  Pick-up Only        

March 22:  Confessions 6:30 - 7:30 pm,                                            
in the Parish Center  

March 24:  Rosary with the Knights Of Columbus,  
7:00 pm, in the Church & Livestreamed                                                                  
on Facebook 

March 29:  Confessions 6:30 - 7:30 pm,                                            
in the Parish Center  

March 7:  Rosary, After the 10:30 am Mass         

  

Upcoming Events 
Please Mark Your Calendars 

February 28, 2021  

Mass/Mailed in/Electronic Collections   
 

Weekly Offering      $   2,090.00      
Electronic Giving      $   1,092.16  
Higher Utilities      $       295.00 
Easter Flowers  $       325.00 

                                   $   3,802.16 

Special Collections: 
 Catholic Home Missions    $    60.00 
 Church in Latin America    $  180.00 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
We are grateful to all who have been able                
to make their weekly offering or make use                      
of on-line giving during this time.                                             
It is a great help to us.    Thank you! 

 

Jesus,  

   The Way, 

     The Truth 

       And The Life 

Month of February  
Weekly Offering/E-Giving Report 

   Goal to Meet Budget    $ 18,632         
   Total Offerings             $ 17,724         
   (Deficit) for the month ($   2,363)                                                                                                    

   Please Pray For the  

            Repose of the Soul of                                      

          Beverly J. Mason 

https://twitter.com/hashtag/PrayTogether?src=hashtag_click


The Third Sunday of Lent March 7, 2021 

 

From the Pastor…     

Dear Friends, 

The following is an article from spiritualdirection.com titled “Spiritual Tips for Finding the Truth”.* I hope              
during this Lenten season, it helps as we seek to draw closer to Christ in this season of prayer, fasting and            
almsgiving. 

“There is no doubt that since the coronavirus appeared there’s been a heightened swirl of confusion and                         
contradiction about so many issues in the world and even between clergy in the Church. With the way things 
have been going, I think it’s safe to assume it might just continue in this pattern. 

A thought had passed through my mind in which I wondered: Maybe, in Divine Wisdom, God is allowing great 
confusion & contradiction in order to sift our hearts & see who desires truth. Now, I do not claim to know how 
God operates and His reasons why… 

For my thoughts are not your thoughts: nor your ways my ways, saith the Lord. For as the heavens are exalted 
above the earth, so are my ways exalted above your ways, and my thoughts above your thoughts. [Isaiah 55:8-9] 

Yet still, perhaps it might be helpful to consider spiritual “traps” that might create obstacles to knowing the truth 
and spiritual “tips” and virtues which might help us see truth more clearly. 

SPIRITUAL OBSTACLES TO KNOWING TRUTH: 
1. Human respect and care for what others think of oneself; wanting to be applauded and thought well of 

by the world. The only opinion that matters is God’s. 
2. Fear of any kind, except offending God. 

3. Pride – Not wanting to admit one was wrong or doesn’t know everything; fear of being embarrassed or 
made the fool of…all incited by our pride. 

4. A lack of humility. 

5. A lack of a desire to want to know the truth about a matter, especially if it contradicts one’s previously 
held thoughts. 

6. Attachment to one’s sins. Sin darkens the intellect, dulls the understanding and weakens the will. 

7. Self-love (idolizing oneself and one’s thoughts above God; this is different from a healthy self-respect 
because you are created by God) 

8. Constant pursuit of pleasurable things. This inflates one’s self-love and desire to be appeased and 
gratified. 

9. Anger/bitterness in the heart. 

10. Attachment to the things of this world, which we’re sometimes willing to compromise truth for. 

SPIRITUAL TIPS & VIRTUES TO FINDING THE TRUTH: 
1. Humility – a humble willingness to be proven wrong if what one encounters is the truth. 

2. Docility and a willingness to be taught. 

3. Detachment from human respect. 

4. Practice of detachment from the things of this world. 

5. A daily practice of self-denial and mortification in little things, to mortify our self-love. 

6. Daily prayer with Scripture. Prayer enlightens the mind and strengthens the will. It bestows God’s                
wisdom and greater understanding. 

7. A humble questioning & scrutinizing of one’s opinions and perceptions before God, knowing how                   
easily we can be deceived or idolize our opinions. 

8. Fasting. 

9. Learning and knowing the Catholic faith (Catechism, those teachings of the Church which have been 
handed down through millennia) 

10. Being in a state of grace & desire God’s will above all else. 

There’s quite a list here, I know. Don’t feel overwhelmed but try to work on those things you prove weakest at.  I 
think humility is the most important one.  If we aim to do these spiritual practices daily, we can be more                    
safeguarded against believing lies or willfully listening to them.  No one is exempt from following lies or deception 
because no one is exempt from sinning and the tendency towards self-love.  (Notice too, these lists don’t cover 
things related to the work we ought to do in the temporal realm of things, just spiritual). 
God is all truth. If we humbly seek to know the truth about matters, in this spiritual context, we will not be                      
deceived. In the end, what leads us to be deceived is not God, but rather typically our self-love manifested in 
whichever way.  —   “Stand therefore, having your loins girt about with truth” ~ Ephesians 6:14 
 

   God Bless,   Fr. Jim                                * - https://spiritualdirection.com/2021/01/19/spiritual-tips-for-finding-the-truth  

https://spiritualdirection.com/2021/01/19/spiritual-tips-for-finding-the-truth


   Rutland Food Pantry 

Donations may be dropped off  
anytime at St Patrick’s,  

as the side door is unlocked.               
Please do not leave bags of food  

outside the church building.                                          
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

The Rutland Food Pantry Current Wish List: 
 

 Hot and Cold Cereal (Low Sugar also needed) 

 Canned Pasta 

 Flavored Rice (Chicken, Pilaf, Beef, Spanish) 

 Tea/Cocoa/Coffee 

 Hamburger Helper, Pasta Sides  

 Spaghetti Sauce - Jars 
 
      Thank you for all your help,  
                support and continued prayers. 

Distribution Dates 

Drive-Thru Distribution Only 

Date Time 

March 
Thursday, March 11, 2021 6:00 - 7:00 PM 

Saturday, March 27, 2021 9:00 - 10:00 AM 

2020 Contribution Tax Statements 

 

If you would like a statement of your                

contributions, please call the  

Parish Center at 508-886-4984 or                 

email us at  DAS@stpatricksrutland.org.   

 

 
 

  LIVING LENT  

  AS A FAMILY  

  4-Part Series 
 

This Lent, we want to 

help all families live 
out this holy season!  

For four consecutive Thursdays, we are bringing in couples to 

talk about how they live Lent as a family. We hope these                     

discussions can help you and your family draw closer to 
Christ this Lent!  https://watch.formed.org/search?

q=Living+Lent+as+a+Family 
 

The Sacrament of Confession is 
the place where we get to                  
encounter the Lord's mercy in a 
tangible way.  In this talk, best 
selling author and Catholic 
speaker Vinny Flynn explores the  

incredible gift of mercy we encounter in Confession.  
 https://watch.formed.org/videos/7-secrets-of-confession-by-vinny-flynn 

 

St. Patrick’s has a FORMED subscription.   
To set up your free account  

visit  formed.org/signup  and select our parish. 

https://watch.formed.org/search?q=Living+Lent+as+a+Family
https://watch.formed.org/search?q=Living+Lent+as+a+Family
https://watch.formed.org/videos/7-secrets-of-confession-by-vinny-flynn
https://watch.formed.org/videos/7-secrets-of-confession-by-vinny-flynn
formed.org/signup


The Respect Life Office                                               
of the Diocese of Worcester  

invites you to join                                               
“Live the Gospel of Life”  

a 6-week online study of St. John Paul II’s  
landmark encyclical Evangelium Vitae.   

  

The sessions will be held                                                              
via Zoom from 2:30 – 3:30 p.m.  
on six consecutive Wednesdays,                                         

March 3 through April 7.  
  

In the study participants will have the opportunity  
to study and prayerfully reflect more deeply on                      

The Gospel of Life and its central themes and teachings.  
The study series is open to anyone interested! 

  

You must pre-register  
in order to receive materials and the login link.  

  

To register:  
Send an email to aledoux@worcesterdiocese.org   

with your name, parish, and email address; include the 
words  

“EV Study Registration” in the subject line.  

All are welcome!  

      Prayer to St. Joseph 
        Terror of Demons 

Courageous Joseph, advised by an angel, 

you confront your fears of the unknown. 

Your light shines brightly,  

penetrating the dark corners of your being.  

Your fears dispersed,  

you rediscover your true face,  

and actively participate in the divine project  

Reuniting mother and Child,  

and the people with their God. 

Together with Mary and Jesus,  

you dwell in the love of God. 
 

Help us to rediscover  

the united core of our identities, 

beyond all internal fears. 

Counsel us so we may build  

a better world to welcome the coming Kingdom. 

Shed your light on our inner lives that,  

freed from the grip of our fears,  

our decisions may be founded in Love. 

May the face of God shine on us!                Amen. 

Catholic Men’s Conference  
Schedule - Saturday, March 20  

If you purchased a ticket for last year’s  
(cancelled) conference we already know who you are.  

On Thursday, March 18 you will receive an email with a link to 
the 2021 conference. You do not have to pay anything.  

If you did not purchase a ticket last year and would like to    
participate in this year’s ‘remote and interactive’ conference 
please call Joan DeMasi at 508-929-4345 for a ticket ($20).   

View this year’s entire conference from home or with friends.  

The schedule is:  

12:00 noon to 12:45 pm ~ Welcome by Bishop McManus   
followed by: Dr. Scott Hahn: “The Road to Emmaus: The 
Path to Lifelong Conversion” ~ then ‘Live’ Questions & An-
swers with Scott Hahn   

12:45 pm to 1:30 pm ~ Bishop Robert Reed: “O God, Just 
Give Me One More Chance” ~ then ‘Live’ Questions & An-
swers with Bishop Reed  

1:45 pm to 2:45 pm ~ Luis Soto: “Our Lady of Guadalupe, 
Queen of the Americas” ~ then ‘Live’ Questions & Answers 
with Luis Soto  

2:45 pm to 4:00 pm ~ Dr. Scott Hahn: “The Power of the 
Sacraments” ~ then ‘Live’ Questions & Answers with                          
Scott Hahn   

4:00-5:00 pm ~ Mass with Bishop McManus and                             
concluding comments. 

Reflecting on the Readings  
3rd Sunday of Lent 

“You shall not carve idols for yourselves  
in the shape of anything…” (Exodus 20:4)  

 

How many “gods” do you put before God? “Idols” do not 
always take the shape of physical things, things we can 
touch and feel.  Those are easy to recognize.  Many times 
they take the form of things we cannot touch and are much 
harder to spot like pride, power, ego, time, comfort or 
health.  Pray for God’s help to prune our vices and to grow 
in virtue. 

        

 2021 Appeal   
 
Please consider the ways in which you 

can pledge or donate to the 2021 Partners in Charity ap-
peal through St. Patrick’s Parish or directly on our secure 
website: partners-charity.net. 
 

Your pledge is a tangible way to be a “face of Christ’ to 
the world through our support of the 27 agencies and               
ministries which rely on this appeal for funding each year.   

Thank you for your support.   

Pray the Rosary 

mailto:aledoux@worcesterdiocese.org
https://partners-charity.net/
https://partners-charity.net/


  

 
 

First Reading: Ex 20:1-17 

In those days, God delivered all these commandments:  
“I, the LORD, am your God,  who brought you out of 
the land of Egypt, that place of slavery.  You shall not 
have other gods besides me.  You shall not carve idols 
for yourselves in the shape of anything in the sky above  
or on the earth below or in the waters beneath the earth;   
you shall not bow down before them or worship them. 
For I, the LORD, your God, am a jealous God,  inflicting 
punishment for their fathers’ wickedness on the children 
of those who hate me, down to the third and fourth                 
generation; but bestowing mercy down to the                     
thousandth generation on the children of those who love 
me and keep my commandments.   
“You shall not take the name of the LORD, your God, 
in vain.  For the LORD will not leave unpunished   
the one who takes his name in vain.  “Remember to 
keep holy the sabbath day.  Six days you may labor and 
do all your work, but the seventh day is the sabbath of 
the LORD, your God.  No work may be done then either 
by you, or your son or daughter, or your male or female 
slave, or your beast, or by the alien who lives with you. 
In six days the LORD made the heavens and the earth,  
the sea and all that is in them; but on the seventh day he 
rested.  That is why the LORD has blessed the sabbath 
day and made it holy.  “Honor your father and your 
mother,  that you may have a long life in the land  
which the LORD, your God, is giving you. 
You shall not kill. 
You shall not commit adultery. 
You shall not steal. 
You shall not bear false witness against your neighbor.  
You shall not covet your neighbor’s house. 
You shall not covet your neighbor’s wife,  
nor his male or female slave, nor his ox or ass,   
nor anything else that belongs to him.” 
 

Responsorial Psalm:  19:8, 9, 10, 11 
         Lord, you have the words of everlasting life. 

The law of the LORD is perfect, 
    refreshing the soul; 
The decree of the LORD is trustworthy, 
    giving wisdom to the simple. 

The precepts of the LORD are right, 
    rejoicing the heart; 
the command of the LORD is clear, 
    enlightening the eye. 

The fear of the LORD is pure, 
    enduring forever; 
the ordinances of the LORD are true, 
    all of them just. 

Third Sunday of Lent 
 

 

 

 
 

They are more precious than gold, 
    than a heap of purest gold; 
sweeter also than syrup 
    or honey from the comb.     

Second Reading:    1 Cor 1:22-25 

Brothers and sisters:  Jews demand signs and Greeks 
look for wisdom, but we proclaim Christ crucified,  
a stumbling block to Jews and foolishness to Gentiles,   

but to those who are called, Jews and Greeks alike,   
Christ the power of God and the wisdom of God. 
For the foolishness of God is wiser than human                   

wisdom, and the weakness of God is stronger than                           
human strength.  

Gospel Acclamation:  Cf. Mt 17:5 

Praise to you, LORD Jesus Christ, King of endless glory! 

God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, 
     so that everyone who believes in him                                                        
     might have eternal life. 

Praise to you, LORD Jesus Christ, King of endless glory! 
 

Gospel:  Jn 2:13-25 

Since the Passover of the Jews was near, Jesus went up 
to Jerusalem.  He found in the temple area those who 

sold oxen, sheep, and doves, as well as the money 
changers seated there.  He made a whip out of cords  
and drove them all out of the temple area, with the 

sheep and oxen, and spilled the coins of the money 
changers and overturned their tables, and to those who 
sold doves he said, “Take these out of here,  

and stop making my Father’s house a marketplace.” 
His disciples recalled the words of Scripture,   
Zeal for your house will consume me. 

At this the Jews answered and said to him, “What sign 
can you show us for doing this?”  Jesus answered and 
said to them, “Destroy this temple and in three days I 

will raise it up.” The Jews said, “This temple has been 
under construction for forty-six years, and you will 
raise it up in three days?”  But he was speaking about 

the temple of his body.  Therefore, when he was raised 
from the dead, his disciples remembered that he had 
said this, and they came to believe the Scripture   

and the word Jesus had spoken.  While he was in Jeru-
salem for the feast of Passover, many began to believe 
in his name when they saw the signs he was doing. 

But Jesus would not trust himself to them because he 
knew them all, and did not need anyone to testify about 
human nature.  He himself understood it well.  

https://bible.usccb.org/bible/exodus/20?1
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/psalms/19?8
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/1corinthians/1?22
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/matthew/17?5
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/john/2


Prayer In Time of Pandemic :  O God, whose Only Begotten Son bore the weight of human suffering for our salvation, 
hear the  prayers of your Church for our sick brothers and sisters and deliver us from this time of trial. Open our ears and our hearts to the 
voice of your Son:  Be not afraid, for I am with you always.  Bless all doctors and nurses, researchers and public servants; give us the wis-
dom to do what is right and the faith to endure this hour, that we might gather once again to praise your name in the heart of your Church,                    
delivered from all  distress and confident in your mercy. Through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

An     Act of Spiritual Communion 
 

My Jesus,  I believe that You are present  

in the Most Holy Sacrament.  

I love You above all things,  

and I desire to receive You into my soul.  

Since I cannot at this moment   

receive You sacramentally,    

come at least spiritually into my heart.  

I embrace You as if You were already there  

and unite myself wholly to You.  

Never permit me to be separated from You.  

    Amen 

Prayer to St. Michael  

St. Michael the Archangel,  

defend us in battle. 

Be our protection  

against the wickedness  

and snares of the devil. 

May God rebuke him,  

we humbly pray;  and do Thou,  

O Prince of the Heavenly Host,  

by the Power of God,  cast into hell 

Satan and all the evil spirits                 

who prowl about the world  

seeking the ruin of souls.     Amen                                                         

      The Memorare 

REMEMBER, O most gracious  
Virgin Mary, that never was it known  

that anyone who fled to thy protection,  
implored thy help,  

or sought thy intercession  
was left unaided.  

 
Inspired by this confidence,  

I fly unto thee, O Virgin of virgins,  
my Mother; to thee do I come;  

before thee I stand, sinful and sorrowful.  
O Mother of the Word Incarnate,  

despise not my petitions, but in thy mercy  
hear and answer me.   Amen.  

 

 

 Penitential Act Form A (Confiteor)  

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

I confess to almighty God  

and to you, my brothers and sisters,  

that I have greatly sinned,  

in my thoughts and in my words,  

in what I have done and in what I have failed to do,  

through my fault,  

through my fault,  

through my most grievous fault;  

therefore I ask blessed Mary ever-Virgin,  

all the Angels and Saints, and you, my brothers and sisters,  

to pray for me to the Lord our God.  

 

 Profession of Faith (Nicene Creed)  

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

I believe in one God, the Father almighty,  

maker of heaven and earth,   

of all things visible and invisible.  

I believe in one Lord Jesus Christ,  

the Only Begotten Son of God,  

born of the Father before all ages.  

God from God, Light from Light,  

true God from true God,  

begotten, not made, consubstantial with the Father;  

through him all things were made.  

For us men and for our salvation  

he came down from heaven,  

and by the Holy Spirit was incarnate of the Virgin Mary,  

and became man.  

 

 

 

 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate,  

he suffered death and was buried,  

and rose again on the third day  

in accordance with the Scriptures.  

He ascended into heaven  

and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  

He will come again in glory  

to judge the living and the dead  

and his kingdom will have no end.  

I believe in the Holy Spirit,  

the Lord, the giver of life,  

who proceeds from the Father and the Son,  

who with the Father and the Son  

is adored and glorified,  

who has spoken through the prophets.  

I believe in one, holy,  

catholic and apostolic Church.  

I confess one Baptism  

for the forgiveness of sins  

and I look forward  

to the resurrection of the dead  

and the life of the world to come. Amen.  
 

Preface Acclamation 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

Holy, Holy, Holy Lord God of hosts.  

Heaven and earth are full of your glory.  

Hosanna in the highest.  

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.  

Hosanna in the highest.  

Select Mass Prayers 




