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PUBLIC EUCHARISTIC CELEBRATIONS  
with COVID-19 RESTRICTIONS 

You may attend Mass in person or continue to                       
participate through Livestreaming on Facebook.    
Mass Schedule is: 

Saturday (Vigil)         5:00 pm 
Sunday                        8:00 am and 10:30 am 

Weekday:  Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday       
 8:00 am  

Baptism:  Parents please call the Parish Office to 
arrange for instructions and Baptismal date.  

Marriage:  Couples planning marriage should  
contact the Pastor at least one year in advance.  
Participation in a Marriage Preparation Program is  
expected. 
Reconciliation: Saturday 3:30-4:30 pm in the             
Parish Center, main floor, large classroom. 
Home & Hospital Visitation:  Please notify us if 
you know of someone who is ill or homebound.                      
New Parishioners:  Welcome! We hope that you 
will become an active part of our parish family.                
Please introduce yourselves at your first opportunity, 
or call the Parish Center to register. 
Prayer Request Line:  Call with your requests. 
508- 886-2206   Paula Stidsen or PaulaStidsen@gmail.com 
508- 886-4724   Jackie O’Brien 

PROTECTING OUR YOUTH AND CHILDREN 

If you or someone you know has been sexually abused by a 
priest, religious or lay person working for the Church, and 
you want to share feelings of hurt or betrayal, call Judith 
Audette, Victim Services Coordinator, Office of Healing 
and Prevention, 508-929-4363 (direct, confidential line). 

Handicap accessibility by the elevator entrance on the left driveway side of the Church building. 

 FOURTH  

SUNDAY 

OF LENT 

March 14, 2021 

mailto:bstidsen51@gmail.com


St. Patrick’s Parish Rutland, MA 

Papal Tweet 

Lent is a time to believe,  
or rather to receive God into our life  

so that we may “make our home  
         with Him” (Jn 14: 23)  

Public Masses have resumed  
with Covid-19 precautions including: 

Wearing Masks, Social Distancing, and use of 
hand Sanitizer prior to receiving the Eucharist. 

 

To schedule a Mass Intention or   
request a Tabernacle Lamp  

please call the Parish Office  

 

* Person is Living              
 

NOTE:  Public Masses will be Livestreamed on 

Facebook so you may participate from home. 
 

Saturday, March 13:   
 

5:00 pm  Donald “Soupy” Campbell 

  Requested by the Family  
Sunday, March 14:   
 

8:00 am  Michael Watson 

  Requested by Cindy Katinas  
    

10:30 am Whalen Gaffney 12th Anniversary 

  Requested by his Father 
 

Monday, March 15:   
 

8:00 am  All Souls in Purgatory 

 Requested by a Friend of St. Patrick’s 
  

Tuesday,  March 16:    
   

8:00 am  * The People of St. Patr ick’s 
 

Wednesday,  March 17:  
 

8:00 am  * Fr . J im Boland 

 Requested by a Parishioner 
 

 

Saturday, March 20:   
 

5:00 pm  Walter  Lucier  

  Requested by the Family  
Sunday, March 21:   
 

8:00 am Scott Por ter  

       Requested by Sandy Nicholls & Nancy McKenzie 
     

10:30 am  

March 7, 2021  

Mass/Mailed in/Electronic Collections   
 

Weekly Offering      $   4,476.00      
Electronic Giving      $   1,602.96  
Higher Utilities      $       105.00 
Easter Flowers      $       330.00 
Extra Donation  $         35.00 

                                   $   6,458.96 

Special Collections: 
 Catholic Home Missions    $    25.00 
 Catholic Relief Services    $    10.00 
 Church in Latin America    $    25.00 
 

We are grateful to all who have been able                
to make their weekly offering or make use                      
of on-line giving during this time.                                             
It is a great help to us.    Thank you! 

March 17 

 

 

 

March 15:  Confessions 5:15 - 6:15 pm,                         
in the Parish Center  

March 15:  St. Patrick’s Holy Hour 6:30 pm,                         
in the Church         

March 19:  Lenten Fish Dinner,  by the                        
Knights of Columbus, 5 - 6:30 pm,  Pick-up Only        

March 19:  Stations of the Cross 7:00 pm, Church 
    Also on: 3/26, 4/2  
March 22:  Confessions 6:30 - 7:30 pm,                                            
in the Parish Center  

March 24:  Rosary with the Knights Of Columbus,  
7:00 pm, in the Church & Livestreamed                                                                  
on Facebook 

March 29:  Confessions 6:30 - 7:30 pm,                                            
in the Parish Center  

April 1:  Holy Thursday 

April 2:  Good Friday 

April 3:  Holy Saturday 

Upcoming Events 
Please Mark Your Calendars 

 

https://twitter.com/hashtag/Lent?src=hashtag_click




The Fourth Sunday of Lent March 14, 2021 

From the Pastor…   
   

Dear Friends, 

 Suffering is not easy. We often run from it and do all in our power to avoid it. No one likes to suffering, 
yet it’s unavoidable. It also happens to be at the heart of our Faith in Christ. But you may ask: why talk about 

suffering on Laetare Sunday – a day in Lent where we are supposed to rejoice as we approach the celebration 
of Holy Week and Our Lord’s rising from the dead?  

 Perhaps it’s the best time to talk about this topic for two reasons: first, St. Ignatius reminds us that on 

days where we are in consolation, we do well to take stock in the gifts we have, as we could be soon in deso-
lation once more. Second, we’ve all had a lot of experience with different kinds of suffering in this last year.  

 The question arises for us all during this time, why? Why does God permit suffering? If he’s so good, 

why allow us to fall? Why did nature go so haywire in this last year? Like it or not, we all have free will. God 
calls us to Himself, and as St. Augustine says, our hearts are restless until they rest in Him. God never actively 
wills our suffering, but he does permit it. As men and women made in the image and likeness of God, we are 

all connected to one another. We rise together, and we fall together. Those striving for holiness know that 
temptation is always close. What happens, however, when we as humans continue to succumb to temptation 
over and over and over again? Eventually, God, who does all he can to get our attention to change pathways, 

permits the evil we have sown to take root, allowing us collectively to fall. This is permitted so that He may 
bring about a greater good, raising us again once we become intent on repentance. 

 Already, I know that merely talking about suffering has the potential to open a great many questions, and 

even if I wrote over a thousand words, one can’t possibly answer all the “whys” that pop into our minds and 
hearts at this time. In this, I point you towards the words of St. John Paul II on suffering that he wrote in 1984, 
on its meaning, and where he treats it with much more depth. I encourage you to read it but let us find solace 

in his words: 

“But in order to perceive the true answer to the “why” of suffering, we must look to the revelation of  
divine love, the ultimate source of the meaning of everything that exists. Love is also the richest source of the 

meaning of suffering, which always remains a mystery: we are conscious of the insufficiency and inadequacy 
of our explanations. Christ causes us to enter into the mystery and to discover the “why” of suffering, as far 

as we are capable of grasping the sublimity of divine love. 

In order to discover the profound meaning of suffering, following the revealed word of God, we must open 

ourselves wide to the human subject in his manifold potentiality. We must above all accept the light of              
Revelation not only insofar as it expresses the transcendent order of justice but also insofar as it illuminates 
this order with Love, as the definitive source of everything that exists. Love is: also the fullest source of the 

answer to the question of the meaning of suffering. This answer has been given by God to man in the Cross of 
Jesus Christ.”* 

 In other words, suffering only makes sense through what is revealed to us by 
God’s Divine Love. Jesus, in the Garden of Gethsemane, says to God the Father: 
“Father, if you are willing, take this cup away from me; still, not my will but 

yours be done.” (Luke 22:42).  Ultimately though, out of Love, Jesus willing 
chooses to suffer for us. Suffering is not meaningless but can become an offering 
for others. No one likes to suffer, and Our Lord knows the heaviness we some-

times carry within. But when faced with suffering, we have a choice: be angry at 
it and run from it, or offer to God, as Christ did, our sorrows and pains to bring 
about a greater good. Pray for one another, my friends, as we continue our Lenten journey. Let us offer all the 

suffering of this last year for a greater good to come, just as Jesus for our salvation. 

God Bless, 

  Fr. Jim    

 

* - https://www.vatican.va/content/john-paul-ii/en/apost_letters/1984/documents/hf_jp-ii_apl_11021984_salvifici-doloris.html paragraph 13 

https://www.vatican.va/content/john-paul-ii/en/apost_letters/1984/documents/hf_jp-ii_apl_11021984_salvifici-doloris.html


       Prayer to St. Joseph 
      In a Difficult Problem 

O GLORIOUS St. Joseph,  

thou who hast power  

to render possible  

even things which are considered impossible, 

come to our aid  

in our present trouble and distress.  

Take this important and difficult affair  

under thy particular protection,  

that it may end happily.   (Name your request.) 

O dear St. Joseph, all our confidence is in thee. 
Let it not be said that we would invoke thee in 
vain; and since thou art so powerful with Jesus 
and Mary, show that thy goodness equals thy 
power.  Amen 

Feast of St. Joseph 
  March 19

th
 

Catholic Men’s Conference  
Schedule - Saturday, March 20  

If you purchased a ticket for last year’s  
(cancelled) conference we already know who you are.  

On Thursday, March 18 you will receive an email with a link to 
the 2021 conference. You do not have to pay anything.  

If you did not purchase a ticket last year and would like to    
participate in this year’s ‘remote and interactive’ conference 
please call Joan DeMasi at 508-929-4345 for a ticket ($20).   

View this year’s entire conference from home or with friends.  

The schedule is:  

12:00 noon to 12:45 pm ~ Welcome by Bishop McManus   
followed by: Dr. Scott Hahn: “The Road to Emmaus: The 
Path to Lifelong Conversion” ~ then ‘Live’ Questions & An-
swers with Scott Hahn   

12:45 pm to 1:30 pm ~ Bishop Robert Reed: “O God, Just 
Give Me One More Chance” ~ then ‘Live’ Questions & An-
swers with Bishop Reed  

1:45 pm to 2:45 pm ~ Luis Soto: “Our Lady of Guadalupe, 
Queen of the Americas” ~ then ‘Live’ Questions & Answers 
with Luis Soto  

2:45 pm to 4:00 pm ~ Dr. Scott Hahn: “The Power of the 
Sacraments” ~ then ‘Live’ Questions & Answers with                          
Scott Hahn   

4:00-5:00 pm ~ Mass with Bishop McManus and                             
concluding comments. 

     4th Sunday of Lent 
“For God so loved the world  

that he gave his only Son…” (John 3:16)  

Of all the wonderful gifts that God has            

given to us, the gift of His own Son is truly 

the greatest.  How can we ever thank God 

for a gift like that?  God does not ask us to 

sacrifice our own precious firstborn, but                

He does ask that we are grateful and                    

generous with our God-given gifts. That             

we nurture and develop our gifts, and in gratitude, generously give 

back with increase our time in prayer, our talent in charitable works 

and our treasure to support the mission and ministry of our parish 

and greater Church. 

        

 2021 Appeal   
 
Please prayerfully consider the ways in 
which you can pledge or donate to the 

2021 Partners in Charity appeal through St. Patrick’s Parish 
or directly on the secure website: partners-charity.net. 
 

Your pledge is a tangible way to be a “face of Christ’ to the 
world through the support of the 27 agencies and               
ministries which rely on this appeal for funding each year.   

Thank you for your support.   

Worldwide Marriage Encounter has gone "Virtual"! 
 

Worldwide Marriage Encounter is sponsoring virtual marriage      
experiences. Some are on weekends and some span multiple weeks 
on a given weekday.   Couples will explore their individual                   
personality styles, improve listening and communication skills,               
understand God’s plan for their marriage, and learn how to keep their 
relationship a priority.                            

Registration is limited and a $100 application fee is required. For 
more information, call at or visit at https://wwmema.org/. 
“For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, 
but that the world might be saved through him.”  Bring God into your 
marriage to honor Him by going on a virtual Worldwide Marriage 
Encounter experience on Friday/Saturday/Sunday March 19-21 or on 
Thursdays/Mondays April 8-29 

https://partners-charity.net/
https://partners-charity.net/
https://wwmema.org/


 

 

 

St. Patrick’s has a FORMED subscription.   
To set up your free account  

visit  formed.org/signup  and select our parish. 

Go to: https://watch.formed.org/beloved-finding-happiness-
in-marriage 

 Go To:   https://watch.formed.org/joseph-of-nazareth-the-
story-of-the-man-closest-to-christ 

   Rutland Food Pantry 

Donations may be dropped off  
anytime at St Patrick’s, side door. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Rutland Food Pantry  
Specific Needs List: 

(Non-expired food only, please) 

   

 Easter Candy  

 Hamburger Helper  

 Boxed/Canned Potatoes 

 Canned Pasta 

 Ramen 

 Snacks for kids 

 Quick Breads/Muffin Mixes 

 Coffee/Tea 

 Low Salt/Sugar Free/Gluten Free items 
 

All at the Rutland Food Pantry are very grateful  
for all of your continued support 

2020 Contribution  

Tax Statements 

 

If you would like a statement of your                
contributions, please call the  

Parish Center at 508-886-4984 or                 
email us at  DAS@stpatricksrutland.org.   

 

 

“We are facing                   

an enormous and 

dramatic clash                     

between                             

good and evil,      

death and life, the 

‘culture of death’ 

and the                         

‘culture of life’.  
 

 
We find ourselves not only ‘faced with’ but                        

necessarily ‘in the midst of’ this conflict:                               

we are all involved and we all share in it,                                

with the inescapable responsibility                               

of choosing to be unconditionally pro-life”           
(The Gospel of Life 28).  

Upcoming Distribution Dates 

Drive-Thru Distribution Only 

Date Time 

March 

Saturday, March 27, 2021 9:00 - 10:00 AM 

April 

Thursday, April 08, 2021 6:00 - 7:00 PM 

Saturday, April 24, 2021 9:00 - 10:00 AM 

formed.org/signup
https://watch.formed.org/beloved-finding-happiness-in-marriage
https://watch.formed.org/beloved-finding-happiness-in-marriage
https://watch.formed.org/joseph-of-nazareth-the-story-of-the-man-closest-to-christ
https://watch.formed.org/joseph-of-nazareth-the-story-of-the-man-closest-to-christ


  

 
 

 
First Reading: 2 Chr 36:14-16, 19-23 

In those days, all the princes of Judah, the priests, and 
the people added infidelity to infidelity, practicing all 
the abominations of the nations and polluting the 
LORD’s temple which he had consecrated in Jerusalem. 

Early and often did the LORD, the God of their fathers,   
send his messengers to them, for he had compassion on 
his people and his dwelling place.  But they mocked the 
messengers of God, despised his warnings, and scoffed 
at his prophets, until the anger of the LORD against his 
people was so inflamed that there was no remedy.  
Their enemies burnt the house of God, tore down the 
walls of Jerusalem, set all its palaces afire, and                    
destroyed all its precious objects.  Those who escaped 
the sword were carried captive to Babylon, where they 
became servants of the king of the Chaldeans and his 
sons until the kingdom of the Persians came to power.  
All this was to fulfill the word of the LORD spoken by 
Jeremiah: “Until the land has retrieved its lost sab-
baths, during all the time it lies waste it shall have rest  
while seventy years are fulfilled.” 

In the first year of Cyrus, king of Persia, in order to                
fulfill the word of the LORD spoken by Jeremiah,  the 
LORD inspired King Cyrus of Persia to issue this               
proclamation throughout his kingdom, both by word of 
mouth and in writing: “Thus says Cyrus, king of Persia:  
All the kingdoms of the earth the LORD, the God of 
heaven, has given to me, and he has also charged me to 
build him a house in Jerusalem, which is in Judah.  
Whoever, therefore, among you belongs to any part of 
his people, let him go up, and may his God be with 
him!” 
 

Responsorial Psalm: 137:1-2, 3, 4-5, 6 
    Let my tongue be silenced, if I ever forget you! 

By the streams of Babylon we sat and wept 
    when we remembered Zion. 
On the aspens of that land we hung up our harps. 
 

For there our captors asked of us 
    the lyrics of our songs, 
And our despoilers urged us to be joyous:  
    “Sing for us the songs of Zion!” 
 

How could we sing a song of the LORD 
    in a foreign land? 
If I forget you, Jerusalem, 
    may my right hand be forgotten! 
 

 

Fourth Sunday of Lent 

 
 

 

 
 

 

May my tongue cleave to my palate 
    if I remember you not, 
If I place not Jerusalem 
    ahead of my joy. 

Second Reading:    Eph 2:4-10 

Brothers and sisters:  God, who is rich                                              
in mercy, because of the great love he had for us,  
even when we were dead in our transgressions,  brought 
us to life with Christ — by grace you have been saved 
—, raised us up with him, and seated us with him in 
the heavens in Christ Jesus, that in the ages to come He 
might show the immeasurable riches of his grace in his 
kindness to us in Christ Jesus.  For by grace you have 
been saved through faith, and this is not from you; it is 
the gift of God; it is not from works, so no one may 
boast.  For we are his handiwork, created in Christ                  
Jesus for the good works that God has prepared in                
advance, that we should live in them 

Gospel Acclamation:   
Praise to you, LORD Jesus Christ, King of endless glory! 

God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, 
so everyone who believes in him  
might have eternal life. 

Praise to you, LORD Jesus Christ, King of endless glory! 
 

Gospel:  Jn 3:14-21 
Jesus said to Nicodemus: 
“Just as Moses lifted up the serpent in the desert,  
so must the Son of Man be lifted up, so that everyone 
who believes in him may have eternal life.” 
For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son,   
so that everyone who believes in him might not perish   
but might have eternal life. 
For God did not send his Son into the world to con-
demn the world, but that the world might be saved 
through him.   
Whoever believes in him will not be condemned,  
but whoever does not believe has already been con-
demned, because he has not believed in the name of 
the only Son of God. 
And this is the verdict, that the light came into the 
world, but people preferred darkness to light, 
because their works were evil. 
For everyone who does wicked things hates the light  
and does not come toward the light, so that his works 
might not be exposed. 
But whoever lives the truth comes to the light,   
so that his works may be clearly seen as done in God.  

https://bible.usccb.org/bible/2chronicles/36?14
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/psalms/137?1
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/ephesians/2?4
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/john/3?14


Prayer In Time of Pandemic :  O God, whose Only Begotten Son bore the weight of human suffering for our salvation, 
hear the  prayers of your Church for our sick brothers and sisters and deliver us from this time of trial. Open our ears and our hearts to the 
voice of your Son:  Be not afraid, for I am with you always.  Bless all doctors and nurses, researchers and public servants; give us the wis-
dom to do what is right and the faith to endure this hour, that we might gather once again to praise your name in the heart of your Church,                    
delivered from all  distress and confident in your mercy. Through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

An     Act of Spiritual Communion 
 

My Jesus,  I believe that You are present  

in the Most Holy Sacrament.  

I love You above all things,  

and I desire to receive You into my soul.  

Since I cannot at this moment   

receive You sacramentally,    

come at least spiritually into my heart.  

I embrace You as if You were already there  

and unite myself wholly to You.  

Never permit me to be separated from You.  

    Amen 

Prayer to St. Michael  

St. Michael the Archangel,  

defend us in battle. 

Be our protection  

against the wickedness  

and snares of the devil. 

May God rebuke him,  

we humbly pray;  and do Thou,  

O Prince of the Heavenly Host,  

by the Power of God,  cast into hell 

Satan and all the evil spirits                 

who prowl about the world  

seeking the ruin of souls.     Amen                                                         

      The Memorare 

REMEMBER, O most gracious  
Virgin Mary, that never was it known  

that anyone who fled to thy protection,  
implored thy help,  

or sought thy intercession  
was left unaided.  

 
Inspired by this confidence,  

I fly unto thee, O Virgin of virgins,  
my Mother; to thee do I come;  

before thee I stand, sinful and sorrowful.  
O Mother of the Word Incarnate,  

despise not my petitions, but in thy mercy  
hear and answer me.   Amen.  

 

 

 Penitential Act Form A (Confiteor)  

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

I confess to almighty God  

and to you, my brothers and sisters,  

that I have greatly sinned,  

in my thoughts and in my words,  

in what I have done and in what I have failed to do,  

through my fault,  

through my fault,  

through my most grievous fault;  

therefore I ask blessed Mary ever-Virgin,  

all the Angels and Saints, and you, my brothers and sisters,  

to pray for me to the Lord our God.  

 

 Profession of Faith (Nicene Creed)  

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

I believe in one God, the Father almighty,  

maker of heaven and earth,   

of all things visible and invisible.  

I believe in one Lord Jesus Christ,  

the Only Begotten Son of God,  

born of the Father before all ages.  

God from God, Light from Light,  

true God from true God,  

begotten, not made, consubstantial with the Father;  

through him all things were made.  

For us men and for our salvation  

he came down from heaven,  

and by the Holy Spirit was incarnate of the Virgin Mary,  

and became man.  

 

 

 

 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate,  

he suffered death and was buried,  

and rose again on the third day  

in accordance with the Scriptures.  

He ascended into heaven  

and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  

He will come again in glory  

to judge the living and the dead  

and his kingdom will have no end.  

I believe in the Holy Spirit,  

the Lord, the giver of life,  

who proceeds from the Father and the Son,  

who with the Father and the Son  

is adored and glorified,  

who has spoken through the prophets.  

I believe in one, holy,  

catholic and apostolic Church.  

I confess one Baptism  

for the forgiveness of sins  

and I look forward  

to the resurrection of the dead  

and the life of the world to come. Amen.  
 

Preface Acclamation 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

Holy, Holy, Holy Lord God of hosts.  

Heaven and earth are full of your glory.  

Hosanna in the highest.  

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.  

Hosanna in the highest.  

Select Mass Prayers 




