
 

 

Serving the People of Rutland, Oakham and Hubbardston 
258 Main St. Rutland, Massachusetts   - Website: stpatricksrutland.org 

St. Patrick Parish 

Handicap accessibility by the elevator entrance on the left driveway side of the Church building. 

February 5, 2023 

PROTECTING OUR YOUTH AND CHILDREN 

If you or someone you know has been sexually abused by 
a priest, religious or lay person working for the Church, 
and you want to share feelings of hurt or betrayal, call 
Judith Audette, Victim Services Coordinator, Office of 
Healing and Prevention, 508-929-4363 (confidential line). 

Parish Center:  9 Pommogussett Rd.   
508-886-4984      FAX 508-886-2897 
Rev. James Boland, Pastor 
Residence: 508-886-4309    290 Main St. Rutland 
E-Mail: FrJim@stpatricksrutland.org 
Deacon Pierre Gemme:  
E-Mail: gemm01@msn.com 
Deacon Brian Stidsen:  
E-Mail: bstidsen51@gmail.com  
Denise A. Skrocki, Office Manager 
Office Hours 9:00 –2:00  Monday - Thursday   

E-Mail: das@stpatricksrutland.org 

                Directors of Religious Education: 
Christine Mulry, Grades 1-10  508-886-2010   
E-Mail: Chris@stpatricksrutland.org 
Jean Urbanowski, Grade 11  508-886-2010   
E-Mail: Jean@stpatricksrutland.org 
Diocese of Worcester  
Office of Healing & Prevention  
Victim Services Coordinator 
Judith Audette, LICSW 508-726-2880  
49 Elm Street Worcester, MA 01609 

EUCHARISTIC CELEBRATIONS  

Mass Schedule is:  Only 8am Mass Livestreamed* 

Saturday (Vigil)         5:00 pm 

Sunday                      *8:00 am and 10:30 am 

Weekday:  Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday                              
    *8:00 am  

Baptism:  Parents please call the Parish Office to                   
arrange for instructions and Baptismal date.  

Marriage:  Couples planning marriage should  
contact the Pastor at least one year in advance.  
Participation in a Marriage Preparation Program is  
expected. 
Reconciliation: Saturday 3:30-4:30 pm in the             
Church  
Home & Hospital Visitation:  Please notify us        
if you know of someone who is ill or homebound.                      
New Parishioners:  Welcome! We hope that you 
will become an active part of our parish family.                
Please introduce yourselves at your first opportunity, 
or call the Parish Center to register. 
Prayer Request Line:  Call with your requests. 
Paula Stidsen 774-696-3008    
       Or email:  PaulaStidsen@gmail.com 
 

 

TABERNACLE  LAMP 

Mary Ann Persson 

   February 5  -  February 11,  2023 

mailto:bstidsen51@gmail.com


St. Patrick Parish Rutland, MA 

 
 

 
 

Families requesting a Mass are welcome to 
bring up the gifts at the offertory.   

Please let the Sacristan know you are at Mass. 
 

To schedule a Mass Intention or   
request a Tabernacle Lamp,  

please call the Parish Office: 508-886-4984 

(*Living Intention)              
Saturday, February 4:  

5:00 pm  Eileen Clifford 

         Requested by the Clifford Families 
  

Sunday, February 5: 8 am Livestreamed Mass  
   

8:00 am  Mary Jo Donoghue 

                     Requested by the Mulry & Donoghue 

Families 

10:30 am  Virginia & Hermano Pereira  

          Requested by Maria Pereira 

Monday, February 6:  

8:00 am  Shaun Menzer  

          Requested by Sister Frances 

Tuesday,  February 7:  

8:00 am  Mary Ann Persson, 6th Anniversary  

                    Requested by the Family 

Wednesday, February 8:  

8:00 am  Anna Marie Nelson 

                    Requested by the Family 

Saturday, February 11:  

5:00 pm  Alyce S. Sweeney, 9th Anniversary 

          Requested by the Sweeney Family 
  

Sunday, February 12: 8 am Livestreamed Mass 
    

8:00 am  Fr . J im Ker r igan, 10th Anniversary 

                    Requested by the Stidsen Family 

10:30 am  Roger Marchand (3 Month Anniv.) and 

Florence Marchand (6 Month Anniv.) 

   Requested by the Haz Family 

 
 
 

February 6: Holy Hour, 6:30 -7:30 pm. 

February 7: Scripture Study & Faith  

Sharing, around 9 am, in the Church Hall 

(Tuesdays) following the Divine Mercy 

Chaplet 

February 7: Adult Class - Fulfilled: The Promise of         

the Christian Life (Theology of the Body),  7-8:30 pm, 

Parish Center. Study Guides available at the first class.  

Future dates:  2/21, 3/7, 3/14, 3/28. 

February 10:  Holy Hour to Pray for Priests, 7-8 pm, 

Immaculate Conception Church, 353 Grove St. Worc.    

Every second Friday of the month. 

February 11:  Confessions, 3:30 - 4:30 pm  

February 14:  Adult Class The Devil in the Castle 

(Progressing in Prayer) 7-8:30 pm, Par ish Center .    

Future date: 2/28.  

February 22:  Lent Begins-ASH Wednesday,  Masses   

at 8 am and 7 pm.   

February 24:  Stations of the Cross, 7 pm, in Church   

February 27:  Holy Hour, 6:30 -7:30 pm.  

March 5:  Rosary following the 10:30 am Mass (F irst 

Sunday of every month)  Please join us.    

March 6:  Holy Hour, 5:55 -7:30 pm.  

March 6:  Confessions, 6:00 -7:00 pm.  

March 15, 16 & 17:  Lenten Mission– Apart From Me 

You Can Do Nothing,  7 pm in the Church.  Presented 

by Fr. Christopher Peschel,  Please join us.  

March 24-27:  Light of the World Parish Retreat,  

Please join us. Invest in your relationship with Jesus 

March 25-26:  Light of the World Adoration In the 

Church,  please sign up at the doors of the Church              

 Saturday, March 25th, 7:30 am - 4:00 pm                         

    Sunday, March 26th, 12 noon - 4:30 pm. 

January 29, 2023   

Mass/Mailed in/Electronic Collections   

Weekly Offering $   4,296.00      
Electronic Giving $   1,310.80  
Higher Utilities     $        95.00 
Mary, Mother of God $        20.00 

                                  $   5,721.80        

 

Thank you! 

     

 

 
 

Welcome  
    the newly baptized members                                  

  of our Parish Family,  

   Baptized in January:   

 Maren Jane Donovan 

    Barrett Paul LaBonte  



Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time February 5, 2023 

 

 

Dear Friends, 

 This past week, we celebrated the feast day of St. John Bosco, founder of 
the Salesian Order and a man of deep prayer. During the course of his life, he had 
many dreams or visions that he shared. One such vision illustrated the power of a 
prayer that we all know well. Read on below:* 

St. John Bosco was a holy priest whose deep spiritual life led to frequent 
visions or “dreams,” as he would call them. He wrote about one of them in 
a letter to his students. 

The dream occurred on the eve of the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary, and in it a stranger 
came up to him and asked him to look at something on the ground. 

He took me to a meadow alongside the playground and pointed to a huge, ugly snake, over 
twenty feet Iong, coiled in the grass. Frightened, I wanted to run off, but the stranger held 
me back. “Get closer and take a good look,” he said. 

“What?” I gasped. “Don’t you realize that monster could spring on me and 
gobble me up in no time?” 

“Don’t be afraid! Nothing of the sort will happen. Just come with me. 

The stranger went to get a rope and asked St. John Bosco to slap the snake with the rope. 

We stretched the rope and then snapped it across the snake’s back. The monster immediately 
sprang up and struck at the rope, but, as it did so, it ensnared itself as in a noose. 

The snake began to struggle and quickly died. Then the stranger picked up the rope and put it     
in a box. What happened next was astonishing, and then the stranger explained the spiritual              
symbolism behind what happened. 

Within a few moments he opened the box. We looked in and were astounded to see the           
rope shaped into the words Ave Maria. 

“How did that happen?” I asked. 

“The snake,” the man replied, “is a symbol of the devil, whereas the rope stands for                   
Ave Maria or, rather, the Rosary, a succession of Hail Marys with which we can strike,             
conquer, and destroy all of hell’s demons.” 

St. John Bosco took the lesson to heart and wrote to his students, “Let us devoutly say a                          

Hail Mary whenever we are tempted, and we’ll be sure to win.“ 

The experience confirms what many exorcists have said about the power of the Virgin Mary over 
the devil. Satan is greatly humiliated by the purity and simplicity of the Blessed Mother and flies            
as fast as he can whenever he hears her name. It’s a powerful reminder, one that urges us to pray 
the Rosary devoutly whenever we feel threatened by the Evil One. 

 My friends, let us always remember the power given to Our Blessed Mother by her Immaculate 
Conception and her humility – such that it crushes the enemy’s pride. Call upon her often, and you’ll  never 
go wrong – she’ll always lead you to her Son, Jesus.  

God Bless, 

 Fr. Jim     

 

*- https://aleteia.org/2019/01/31/this-dream-of-st-john-bosco-highlights-the-power-of-the-rosary-over-the-devil/  

A Message from the Pastor... 

https://aleteia.org/2019/01/31/this-dream-of-st-john-bosco-highlights-the-power-of-the-rosary-over-the-devil/


               

 

 

 
 

         Rutland Food Pantry 

 

 
 

Our immediate Wish List: 
 

   SOUP – We need SOUP – LOTS OF SOUP! 
 

 Vegetables: Corn, Carrots, Peas 
 Boxed and Canned potatoes  
 Hamburger Helper, Pasta Sides 
 Cereal: Hot & Cold (Low Sugar also needed) 
 Coffee & Tea (Decaf and Regular) – Cocoa 
 Rice: Rice Pilaf, Chicken & Beef Flavored  
 Pasta Sauce: Family size jars and cans  
 Jelly 

 

All of us at the Rutland Food Pantry  
wish you and your loved ones  

blessings and peace in this New Year! 
 

Thank you... 

Upcoming Distribution Dates 

Date Time 

February 

Thursday, February 9, 2023 6:00 - 7:30 PM 

Saturday, February 25, 2023 9:00 - 10:30 AM 

                
                       

                          
March 24-27, 2023  

                                                         
                                     

                   

                                                     
                                                   

                              

   cbag14 charter.net  

 

I  THE LOR  CALLING YOU? 
 

JOIN U   
                       

                          
M     24-27, 2023 

                                 
                

                                     
                   

 

COME AN   EE  
 

                                                     
                                                   

                             

    b  14@       .     
   508-735-2429 

About Our Parish Prayer Chain 

Today we e-mail prayer requests to                         
45 people on our prayer chain.   

Some are present parishioners,                      
some are past parishioners                                   

who have moved away,                                          
and some are members                                    

participating from different churches.  

We believe that many of our prayers     
have been answered.  Thank you Jesus!   

It is also a great comfort to people              
when we tell them that                                       

many are praying for them.    

If you would like to join this important ministry, 
please e-mail me and I will add you to the list.          
It would be an honor to add you to our group of 
“prayer warriors”. 
 

Many thanks,   

 Paula Stidsen 
 

paulastidsen@gmail.com | 774-696-3008 

Extended Adoration  
March 25th and 26th 

 
In conjunction with the upcoming 
Light of the World parish retreat, 

there will be a weekend of              
Exposition and Adoration  
of the Blessed Sacrament   

on March 25 and 26.  
 

To assure we never leave the Blessed Sacrament  
alone, there are signup sheets at the entrances to the 
church. Please sign up and enjoy a Holy Hour before 
the Blessed Sacrament in prayer and devotion.  
 

Spend time with the living God! 
 

Thank you for signing up early.  

mailto:cbag14@charter.net


St. Josephine Bakhita 

The saints are more than lovely pictures on a holy 
card. If we dig a little deeper, their lives can challenge 
and transform our own. On February 8th, the Church 
celebrates St. Josephine Bakhita.  As a young girl,   
St. Josephine was kidnapped from her family in           
Darfur, Sudan, and sold into slavery at age nine. She 
was introduced to Catholicism as an adolescent and             
experienced a profound love for Jesus Christ.   
St. Josephine eventually gained legal freedom and  
entered religious life. Though she bore over one           
hundred scars beneath her habit, St. Josephine forgave  
her enemies and became known in the convent for her 
humility and joyful spirit. 

Quotes from St. Josephine Bakhita: 

Be good, love the Lord, pray for those who             
do not know Him. What a great grace it is 
to know God! 

The Lord has loved me so much:  we must 
love everyone… we must be compassionate! 

Born 1869 - Died February 8, 1947 
Canonized October 1, 2000                        

by Pope John Paul II  

February 5, 2023  -  5
th

Sunday in Ordinary Time 

“Let your light shine before others,  
that they may see your good works and give glory                

to your Father who is in heaven.”   Matt. 5:16 

The generosity of being a good    

steward of your gifts has a positive 

effect on people and it is contagious! 

Good works encourages more good 

works.  Generosity is a by-product   

of a grateful lifestyle.  The more we 

recognize God’s gifts, the more we 

want to share them. Good stewards 

recognize that God is working 

through them and they don’t put 

themselves above the people they 

have been called to help. 

 

Preparing our Students  
  for First Holy Communion... 
         Understanding the Mass 

     

First Communion  
Instructional Masses 

  

Over the next several weeks, 

our First Communion               

students will be actively 

learning about the Mass.   

This will be done at the  

10:30 am Masses on 2/5, 2/12, 3/5 and 3/12. 

We will break the Mass into four segments:  The              

Introductory Rites, Liturgy of the Word, Liturgy of            

the Eucharist and Communion/Concluding Rites.            

The students will join Fr. Jim in the Sanctuary as he     

explains these parts of the Mass. The same information 

is being taught in their Religious Education class each 

week.  We have found that the experience of learning  

in class, and then reinforcing while experiencing Mass, 

helps the students to more clearly understand what is 

happening at Mass.   

    On the  
       Lighter Side... 

RIDDLES 

How does Moses          
make his coffee?   

     Hebrews it! 
 
Where did the most  
talkative people                   
in the Bible live? 

      Babylon (Babble-on)! 

Bereavement Support Group 

Our Lady of Good Counsel Parish 

111 Worcester Street 

West Boylston, MA 

Our Lady of Good Counsel will hold its next 6-part    

series of "A New Day" bereavement support group           

beginning Monday, Feb. 27 from 1-2:30 pm.   

For more information or to register (required prior to the 

start of the sessions) call Renate Isbell (508) 835-3286. 

https://www.google.com/search?rlz=1C1NHXL_enUS886US886&sxsrf=AJOqlzXxXp61kn0LGfmDyaVSni9WzzBBRA:1675104254972&q=1+October+2000,+St+Peter%27s+Basilica,+Vatican+City+by+Pope+John+Paul+II&stick=H4sIAAAAAAAAAONgVuLQz9U3MK1Mq1jE6mao4J9ckp-UWqRgZGBgoKMQXKIQkFqSWqRe
https://www.google.com/search?rlz=1C1NHXL_enUS886US886&sxsrf=AJOqlzXxXp61kn0LGfmDyaVSni9WzzBBRA:1675104254972&q=1+October+2000,+St+Peter%27s+Basilica,+Vatican+City+by+Pope+John+Paul+II&stick=H4sIAAAAAAAAAONgVuLQz9U3MK1Mq1jE6mao4J9ckp-UWqRgZGBgoKMQXKIQkFqSWqRe


                   Fr. Christopher Peschel 

 

Starts at 7:00 p.m. each Evening, in the Church. 

Preached Eucharistic Holy Hours on March 15 & 16. 

Mass on the Feast of St. Patrick, March 17. 

Candlemas 
Have Your Candles Blessed 

Saturday, February 4th at the 5 pm Mass 
 
 

     Candlemas, also known as the Feast of the 
Presentation of Jesus Christ, the Feast of the                     
Purification of the Blessed Virgin Mary, or the  
Feast of the Holy Encounter, is a Christian                 
festival commemorating the presentation of Jesus 
at the Temple.  It is based upon the account of the 
presentation of Jesus in Luke 2:22–40.  Candles 
were traditionally blessed at this festival , usually 
celebrated on February 2nd.   

 

Apart from Me, 
You Can Do  
             Nothing 
               John 15:5 March 15, 16 & 17, 2023  

Please Pray For the  
        Repose of the Soul of 
 

          Ron Marsh 

      Funeral Monday at Congregational Church 

 

Blessing of the Throat  
 February 4 & 5 - After All the Masses  

     St. Blaise lived in the fourth century in Turkey and Armenia. Due to religious          
persecution, he was forced to flee and hide in a cave in the back country in order to 
save his life.  History has it that one day a group of hunters stumbled upon where           
St. Blaise was living. They found the bishop kneeling in prayer, surrounded by 
wolves, lions, and bears that he had tamed. The legend has it that as the hunters 
dragged Blaise off to prison, a mother came with her young son who had a fish 
bone lodged in his throat. At Blaise’s command, the child was able to cough up the 
bone and thus lived. 

     Today we remember the saint ... by taking two candles, crossing them against 
the throat, and saying the following prayer:  Through the intercession of St. Blaise, 
bishop and martyr, may God deliver you from ailments of the throat and from every 
other evil. In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.     
                                                ©LPi 

St. Patrick’s Celebrates our Scouts  
  Scout Sunday, 8am Mass 

February 5th, 2023 
 

We are grateful for and proud of our scouts, for their            
ongoing work and commitment.   

May God continue to 
bless them with all that 
they need.  Please  
pray for our scouts. 




