
 

 

Serving the People of Rutland, Oakham and Hubbardston 
258 Main St. Rutland, Massachusetts   - Website: stpatricksrutland.org 

St. Patrick Parish 

Handicap accessibility by the elevator entrance on the left driveway side of the Church building. 

February 26, 2023 

PROTECTING OUR YOUTH AND CHILDREN 

If you or someone you know has been sexually abused by 
a priest, religious or lay person working for the Church, 
and you want to share feelings of hurt or betrayal, call 
Judith Audette, Victim Services Coordinator, Office of 
Healing and Prevention, 508-929-4363 (confidential line). 

Parish Center:  9 Pommogussett Rd.   
508-886-4984      FAX 508-886-2897 
Rev. James Boland, Pastor 
Residence: 508-886-4309    290 Main St. Rutland 
E-Mail: FrJim@stpatricksrutland.org 
Deacon Pierre Gemme:  
E-Mail: gemm01@msn.com 
Deacon Brian Stidsen:  
E-Mail: bstidsen51@gmail.com  
Denise A. Skrocki, Office Manager 
Office Hours 9:00 –2:00  Monday - Thursday   

E-Mail: das@stpatricksrutland.org 

                Directors of Religious Education: 
Christine Mulry, Grades 1-10  508-886-2010   
E-Mail: Chris@stpatricksrutland.org 
Jean Urbanowski, Grade 11  508-886-2010   
E-Mail: Jean@stpatricksrutland.org 
Diocese of Worcester  
Office of Healing & Prevention  
Victim Services Coordinator 
Judith Audette, LICSW 508-726-2880  
49 Elm Street Worcester, MA 01609 

EUCHARISTIC CELEBRATIONS  

Mass Schedule is:  Only 8am Mass Livestreamed* 

Saturday (Vigil)         5:00 pm 

Sunday                      *8:00 am and 10:30 am 

Weekday:  Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday                              
    *8:00 am  

Baptism:  Parents please call the Parish Office to                   
arrange for instructions and Baptismal date.  

Marriage:  Couples planning marriage should  
contact the Pastor at least one year in advance.  
Participation in a Marriage Preparation Program is  
expected. 
Reconciliation: Saturday 3:30-4:30 pm in the             
Church  
Home & Hospital Visitation:  Please notify us        
if you know of someone who is ill or homebound.                      
New Parishioners:  Welcome! We hope that you 
will become an active part of our parish family.                
Please introduce yourselves at your first opportunity, 
or call the Parish Center to register. 
Prayer Request Line:  Call with your requests. 
Paula Stidsen 774-696-3008    
       Or email:  PaulaStidsen@gmail.com 
 

 

TABERNACLE  LAMP 

Greg Stidsen 

   February 26  -  March 4, 2023 

mailto:bstidsen51@gmail.com


St. Patrick Parish Rutland, MA 

 
 

 
 

Families requesting a Mass are welcome to 
bring up the gifts at the offertory.   

Please let the Sacristan know you are at Mass. 
 

To schedule a Mass Intention or   
request a Tabernacle Lamp,  

please call the Parish Office: 508-886-4984 

(*Living Intention)              
Saturday, February 25:  

5:00 pm  Ernie Nichols 

          Requested by the Family 
  

Sunday, February 26: 8 am Livestreamed Mass 
    

8:00 am  (*Living Intention) The People of St. Patrick’s 

    Requested by the Parish 

10:30 am  Anna Marie Nelson 

                    Requested by the Family    

Monday, February 27:  

8:00 am  Cile Tod, 6 month Anniv.  

                    Requested by the Parish 

Tuesday,  February 28:  

8:00 am  Al Glockner  

                    Requested by his wife, Fran 

Wednesday, March 1:  

8:00 am  Cora-Lee Mohamed, 6 month Anniv. 

                    Requested by the Parish 

Saturday, March 4:  

5:00 pm  Greg Stidsen, 5th Anniversary 

          Requested by the Stidsen Family 
  

Sunday, March 5: 8 am Livestreamed Mass  
   

8:00 am  Larry Moore 

    Requested by Yolanda Moore 

10:30 am  Ernesto and Magdalena Avilés 
                    Requested by Sandy and Eduardo 

Velazquez  

 

February 28: Scripture Study & Faith  

Sharing, around 9 am, in the Church 

Hall (Tuesdays) following the Divine       

Mercy Chaplet 

February 28: Adult Class The Devil in 

the Castle (Progressing in Prayer) 7-8:30 pm, last class.  

Parish Center.     

March 3:  Lenten Fish Dinner by the Knights, 5:00 -

7:00 pm, Par ish Center  Hall 

March 3:  Stations of the Cross, 7 pm, in the Church   

March 4:  Confessions, 3:30 - 4:30 pm  

March 5:  1st Communion Instructional Mass, 10:30 am  

March 5:  Rosary following the 10:30 am Mass (F irst 

Sunday of every month)  Please join us.    

March 6:  Holy Hour, 5:55 -7:30 pm.  

March 6:  Confessions, 6:00 -7:00 pm.  

March 7: Adult Class #8 - Fulfilled: The Promise of  

the Christian Life (Theology of the Body),  7-8:30 pm,                   

Parish Center. Future dates:  3/14, 3/21, 3/28, 4/4. 

March 10:  Holy Hour to Pray for Priests, 7-8 pm,               

Immaculate Conception Church, 353 Grove St. Worc.    

Every second Friday of the month.  

March 12: 1stCommunion Instructional Mass, 10:30 am 
March 15, 16 & 17:  Lenten Mission– Apart From Me 

You Can Do Nothing,  7 pm in the Church.  Presented 

by Fr. Christopher Peschel,  Please join us.  

March 24-27:  Light of the World Parish Retreat,  

Please join us. Invest in your relationship with Jesus 

March 25-26:  Light of the World Adoration In the 

Church,  please sign up at the doors of the Church              
 Saturday, March 25th, 7:30 am - 4:00 pm                         

    Sunday, March 26th, 12 noon - 4:30 pm. 

February 19, 2023   

Mass/Mailed in/Electronic Collections   

Weekly Offering $   2,766.00      
Electronic Giving $   1,968.50  
Higher Utilities     $      230.00 

                                  $   4,964.50 
Special Collections: 
         Catholic Home Missions     $      20.00 
         Earthquake Turkey/Syria   $ 1,600.00        

 

We are grateful to all who have been able                
to make their weekly offering or make                
use of on-line giving during this time.                                             

It is a great help to us.    Thank you! 

 

    Preparing our Students  
     for First Holy Communion... 
         Understanding the Mass 

     

First Communion  
Instructional Masses 
                    March 5th 

and March 12th 

at the 10:30 am Mass  

Please mark your calendars with both dates. 



First Sunday of Lent February 26, 2023 

 

 

 

 

Dear Friends, 

As we begin Lent, one of the best ways to stay faithful to our Lenten Sacrifices is to turn them into a 
prayer for others. Often, it’s a long 40 days, and we can be quite tempted to ‘dispense’ ourselves from our 
Lenten offerings for many reasons. However, the change can be enormous when Lenten Sacrifices are             
offered up for someone else. 

Case in point: Recently, I heard the conversion story of a young man searching for fulfillment in all 
the wrong places. As he conveys in his story, after his parents split, he got into taking drugs, lustful actions, 
and dealing drugs, to name a few. He was nearly arrested numerous times. However, during this time, his 
father and brother constantly prayed for him for a conversion of his heart. While the brother would reveal 
later that he and his father almost lost hope that he would ever find his way out, one day, everything 
changed.  

While he’d prayed once, a time he was nearly arrested (but was indeed spared), the conversion didn’t 
happen then. It laid the groundwork for what came next. As he tells the story, he ended up in a house with a 
friend, who warned him the house was a very tough place because “…something was in this house. There’s 
something wrong, and I can’t get any sleep…” The young man came anyway and described a harrowing        
story. He started to experience the same things his friend warned him about; there was a darkness there that 
was getting worse and worse. 

One day, the young man’s father called his son: “I was in prayer, and I don’t know what is going on, 
but I need you to pray… I just saw you, your soul, and your heart, and I never even knew. I’m so sorry. I  
didn’t know the pain you were in.” The son was confused because this was exactly what was moving in his 
heart, and he was astonished. His father continued: “Please pray man, please…” Later that day, the young 
man’s heart started pounding to the point that he thought he would die. He was short of breath, and no matter 
what he did, he couldn’t catch up. He was convinced this was where everything was to end for him. He knew 
God had given him opportunities to convert and change his ways, but he’d resisted.  

Running outside, barely able to breathe, he said, in his words, “one last prayer” – as he genuinely 
believed this was the end of his life. “God, if you save me from this, I promise I will give up everything, and 
I will devote my life to you, because this is where I should die, right here, right now.” He ran to a buddy who 
said, “We have to pray…”. Going to a restroom, they called upon prayers they vaguely remembered from 
Catholic School growing up, like the Our Father. Once he said the Hail Mary, everything changed. 

As soon as those words came out, the young man cried out. Suddenly, he could see all the severity of 
his sins and the reality he lived away from God. “Mary put her hand on my shoulder…” the young man said 
and was key in delivering him from his situation. He could breathe again and recover from what should have 
been his last moments. 

Later, when the young man told his brother of his conversion (and many more details in the video 
linked below), his brother said: “All my prayers have been answered! I can’t believe this…”. 

In short, pray for one another. Lift your Lenten Sacrifices to the Lord for those in need. Heaven will 
use all of it and bring about the greatest gifts imaginable. 

God Bless, 

 Fr. Jim 

*- https://youtu.be/eDrrkvjguDY  

 

A Message from the Pastor... 

https://youtu.be/eDrrkvjguDY


               

 

 

 
 

         Rutland Food Pantry 
 
 

 
 

 

Our current Wish List: 
 

 Canned Vegetables: Corn, Creamed Corn, Peas 

 Boxed and Canned potatoes 

 Hamburger Helper, Pasta Sides 

 Cereal: Hot and Cold (Low Sugar also needed) 

 Snacks: Cookies, fruit bars or any snacks for kids 

 Coffee & Tea (Decaf and Regular) – Cocoa 

 Canned Meat: Chicken, Ham, and Tuna (LOW              
SALT is also needed) 

 Rice: Rice Pilaf, Chicken & Beef Flavored Jelly 
 
Thank you for all your continued kindness and                    
support of the Rutland Food Pantry. 
 

                
                       

                          
March 24-27, 2023  

                                                         
                                     

                   

                                                     
                                                   

                              

   cbag14 charter.net  

 
I  THE LOR  CALLING YOU? 

 

JOIN U   I ’s Tim   o  ign Up  
 

                       

                          
M     24-27, 2023 

                                                                           
                                               

 

COME AN   EE  
 IGN UP AT THE ENTRANCE                

OF THE CHURCH TO AY  
 

                                                     
                                                   

  Q       ?  P                          

    b  14@       .     
   508-735-2429 

Extended Adoration  
March 25th and 26th 

 
In conjunction with the upcoming 
Light of the World parish retreat, 

there will be a weekend of              
Exposition and Adoration  
of the Blessed Sacrament   

on March 25 and 26.  
 

To assure we never leave the Blessed Sacrament  
alone, there are signup sheets at the entrances to the 
church. Please sign up and enjoy a Holy Hour before 
the Blessed Sacrament in prayer and devotion.  
 

Spend time with the living God! 
 

Thank you for signing up early.  

Distribution Dates 

Date Time 

March 

Thursday, March 9, 2023 6:00 - 7:30 PM 

Saturday, March 25, 2023 9:00 - 10:30 AM 

 

 

Sharing Hope  
Bereavement Series  

Free Seminar 
 

The Journey You Don’t Want to Take 
Saturday, March 25th 

1:00 to 2:30 pm 
Holden Senior Center 

1130 Main St., Holden, MA 

Presenter: Pamela Reidy, Director of Community              
       Education for Miles Funeral Home 

To Register:  Call 508-829-4434  

            or 978-422-0100   

                       or go to MilesFuneralHome  
                       Facebook Page 

Worldwide Marriage Encounter   
 

Jesus' transfiguration. Matthew 17: "His face 
 shone like the sun and his clothes became  
dazzling white.  ...From a cloud came a voice,  
This is my beloved Son, Listen to Him" .    

Do you want to be transfigured and have a                             
transformation in your relationship?  Apply for a  
Worldwide Marriage Encounter Experience: 

Mar 10-12, 2023 in Upton, MA 
Jun 23-25, 2023 in Huntington, NY 

Worldwide Marriage Encounter sponsors a variety of           
in-person and virtual marriage experiences, some on 
weekends and some on seven weekdays. Couples                    
explore their relationship with each other, God, and the 
Church.  Registration is limited; there is a $100 applica-
tion fee. For more information or to apply, call Joe & 
Ginny Vatelle at 978-870-5646 or https://wwmema.org/. 

mailto:cbag14@charter.net
https://wwmema.org/


First Sunday           
of LENT 

It is written:  
“The Lord,                     
your God,                    

shall you worship  
and him alone  

shall you serve.”  
          Matt: 4:10 

 

Tempted between the riches and power of this world 
and service to God, Jesus chose service to His   
Father. If we wish to truly follow Jesus, we, too, 
must decide to turn away from worldly power and 
riches and put God at the center of our lives. Lent is 
our time to prune ourselves of earthly things, and 
develop and nurture heavenly things. Lent is time to 
repent and let go of the other “gods” we have put 
before God. 

 
Join us for the  

STATIONS OF THE CROSS 

in the Church 

 

February 24:  7pm  
March 3:  7pm   
March 10:  7pm  

 

March 17: The Stations of the Cross are                   
 replaced with the Lenten Mission at 7pm  
 

March 24: 7pm  
 

March 31:  Living Stations of the Cross at 7pm  
 

April 7, Good Friday, at 3pm  

    

 

            February 24, 2023 
 

My dear brothers and sisters in Christ, 

For more than 50 years, the Collection for the Church in 
Latin America has been a sign of the solidar ity of the 
Church in the United States with the Church in Central 
and South America and the Caribbean. 

At the far eastern end of the island of Cuba, the priests 
in the Diocese of Guantánamo-Baracoa traverse bad 
roads over rough terrain to bring the sacraments and the 
Word of God to the faithful living there. The mountain-
ous territory that makes up 75% of the diocese’s total 
land area makes travel not only difficult but also more 
expensive for priests due to higher fuel consumption, 
vehicle maintenance, and repair costs compared to other 
regions. 

Catholics like you who generously contribute to the  
Collection for the Church in Latin America help            
Guantánamo-Baracoa’s priests stay on the road with 
funds given to the diocese to offset fuel and vehicle            
repair costs. In places such as Cuba, you help bring the 
Good News to the poor when you participate in the              
collection. This is but one example of how this                
collection empowers the faithful of Latin America and 
the Caribbean to deepen their faith and share it with 
each other and the world.  

A significant portion of this local collection is also used 
to assist in the ongoing efforts of our local Diocesan 
Hispanic and Latino Ministry, which serves the large 
number of Hispanic and Latino Catholics who are now 
in the Diocese of Worcester. It is gratifying to see the 
life of faith flourishing in these parish communities as 
their faith life enriches us all. 

I encourage you to respond to the national theme to 
“Share your Faith” by supporting the special Collection 
for the Church in Latin America on the weekend of 
March 5. Please be assured of my appreciation for  
your generous response. 

With every prayerful best wish, I remain 

Sincerely yours in Christ, 
 

 

Most Reverend Robert J. McManus 
Bishop of Worcester 

St. Patrick Church  
Ramp Update 

 

Moving Forward! 

The installation of the 
new ramp has begun.  

Please continue to pray 
for the success                                        
of this project.   

 



Join us in Praying  

THE CHAPLET OF DIVINE MERCY 

Every Tuesday  

After the 8:00 am Mass  

In the Church 

All are Welcome! 

  Please Pray For the  
        Repose of the Soul of 
 

          Kevin McCann   

   Funeral February 27 at 10 am.     

 

WAYS TO SERVE AT ST. PATRICK’S 
 

 ALTAR SERVER 

 BEREAVEMENT MINISTRY 

 DISMAS HOUSE 

 LECTOR 

 PRAY FOR PRAYER CHAIN INTENTIONS 

 VISITATION MINISTRY 

 SUNDAY MORNING DONUT & COFFEE MINISTRY 

 OTHER WAYS… 

LET US KNOW HOW YOU WOULD LIKE TO SERVE.                                    
CALL 508-886-4984.  BLESS YOU... 

Rutland Senior Citizens! 

Please join us for a complete  
roast beef dinner  

prepared and served by 
your Rutland Lions Club!  

 

 Sunday, March 12, 2023 @ 1:00 pm 
 Snow Date:  Sunday, March 19, 2023 
 Rutland Congregational Church 
 Please sign up by Monday, March 6  at 

the Rutland Senior Center or by calling 
Karen @ 508-886-7945 ext. 2 

 Dine-in or delivery available! 

Welcome Back! 
 

We are happy to welcome back our students  
and their families, following school vacation week!   
We hope you all had a wonderful time off! 
 



On the  
     Lighter Side... 

RIDDLES 
 

What sort of lights were              
on Noah’s Ark? 
   

                     Floodlights. 

 
 

 
 
 
 

It’s not too late!  Help save lives  
by praying for an end to abortion:  

Now through Palm Sunday, April 2
nd

. 
 

Register at https://www.40daysforlife.+com/en/vigil-search.aspx 

22,829 LIVES SAVED SINCE 2007                              

IF WE DO 

NOT PRAY 

FOR THE 

UNBORN, 

WHO 

WILL? 

Prayer  

of Surrender 
St. Ignatius of Loyola 

 

 

 

 
 

Take, Lord,  
and receive all my liberty, 

my memory,  
my understanding 

and my entire will, 
all I have and call my own. 

 

You have given all to me. 
To you, Lord, I return it. 

 

Everything is yours;  
do with it what you will. 

 

Give me only your love  
and your grace. 

 

That is enough for me. 

Amen.

https://www.40daysforlife.+com/en/vigil-search.aspx



