
 
 
 

Fourth Sunday of Advent 
December 21, 2014 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“And now, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and 
you will name him Jesus.” 

Luke 1: 31 
    

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

PASTORAL STAFF 
Pastor ~ Fr. John Jasica  

Extension 222 - jjasica@dol.ca 
 

Associate Pastors 
Fr. Dariusz Lewandowski, CSMA 

 223 ~ dlewandowski@dol.ca 
 

 224 ~ rweaver@dol.ca 
 

Pastoral Minister ~ Colleen Keane  
 225 ~ ckeane@dol.ca 

 
Pastoral Minister ~ Ali Chinnick  

 227 ~ achinnick@dol.ca 
 

Deacons 
Deacon Steve Cartier ~ scartier@dol.ca 

Deacon Jerry Lozon ~ jlozon@dol.ca 

Deacon Morgan Treacy ~ mtreacy@dol.ca 

 
 

SUPPORT STAFF 
 

 ~ 

 ~ 

 ~ 

 ~ 

VOLUNTEER PASTORAL STAFF 
 

Website:  chathamcatholic.ca 

Facebook:  @ChathamCatholicFamily  

Twitter: @ChathamCatholic 

YouTube: chathamcatholic.tv 

 
Our parish office is located at 

St. Agnes Church 
52 Croydon Street 

Chatham ON  N7L 1L3 
519-352-9483 or 519-352-8530 

 
Office Hours: Monday - Friday  
8 am - 12 noon and 1 - 5 pm 

We are closed each day 
from 12 - 1 pm for lunch. 

 

BLESSED SACRAMENT  
145 Victoria Ave 

Chatham, ON  N7L 3A7 
bsacramentparish@dol.ca 

OUR LADY OF VICTORY 
486 St. Clair St 

Chatham, ON  N7L 3K8 
ourladyv@dol.ca 

ST. AGNES  
52 Croydon St 

Chatham, ON  N7L 1L3 
stagnes@dol.ca 

ST. JOSEPH 
180 Wellington St W 

Chatham, ON 
stjoseph@dol.ca 

ST. URSULA 
205 Tweedsmuir Ave W 
Chatham, ON  N7M 5N8 

stursula@dol.ca 

FEBRUARY 12, 2023 - SIXTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 



 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

To Everything there is a season… 
 “a time to be healed...” 

 

Please pray for those who are currently sick in        
our parish family especially Deb Carr, Marie Van 
Heck, Alice Opavsky, Eva Beausejour, Diane Burtch 
and Cindy Lacina. 
 

“a time to die….” 
 

Please remember in your prayers all our        
deceased relatives and parishioners.   
 

Eternal rest grant unto thee. 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

Congratulations to Dylan Donais and Reno Cervini 
 

who celebrated the Sacrament of First Communion 
during the month of January. 

 
 
 
 

 
 

Congratulations to Jia Mei Marentette,  
Zachary Todino and Antonio Furlan 

 

who celebrated the Sacrament of Confirmation 
during the month of January. 

 
 

MONTHLY ADORATION 
Every second Tuesday of the month 
(February 14) at St. Agnes Church we host 
Eucharistic Adoration from 8:30 am (after 
morning Mass) and concluded with prayers 
and benediction at 4:15 pm. A sign up sheet 

is posted at St. Agnes Church in the main entrance.  
We want to be sure to have people adoring the 
Blessed Sacrament throughout the entire day. 

 

MASS INTENTIONS CONTINUED 
 
Saturday,  February 18 
9:00 am - Our Lady of Victory (English) 
 ~ John Balun  ~ Dennis Giroux 
 ~ Larry DeSmit & living & deceased family        
    members 
 ~ Guy Laprise  & living & deceased family      
    members 
 ~ Intentions of the Lachine & Labombard families 

 

MASS INTENTIONS 
 

February 14 - 18, 2023 
 
Tuesday, February 14 
8:00 am - St. Agnes 
 ~ Sharon Thievin  ~ Maria de Sousa 
 ~ All Souls in Purgatory 
 ~ Gerald Ouellette, Ruth Sereda & Clara Watson 
 
6:30 pm - St. Ursula 
 ~ Raffaele Todino  ~ Clarita Litscko 
 ~ Mary Jean Horne 
 
Wednesday, February 15 
8:00 am - Blessed Sacrament 
 ~ John Archer   ~ Paula Vannieuwenhuyze 
 ~ Bobi Barron Pinsonneault 
 ~ Ted Holmes & Rosemarie Miller 
 
12:00 noon - St. Joseph 
 ~ Pat Burtch   ~ Anne Franssen 
 ~ Eddie Mariconda  ~ Theresa O’Malley 
 ~ In honour of All Saints 
 
7:00 pm - Our Lady of Victory (Polish) 
 ~ Intentions of Mario D. 
 
Thursday, February 16 
9:30 am - St. Ursula 
 ~ Nicolo Maier   ~ Adolfo Meriano 
 ~ Mary Jean Horne  ~ Giovanna Lombardi 
 ~ Deceased family members of Luciano & Grace   
    Magliaro 
 
6:30 pm - St. Agnes 
 ~ Ron Stevens  
 ~ Edward & Marie Labombard 
 ~ Betty & Vince Bilik & relatives 
 ~ Intentions of Phil & Noella Houle 
 ~ Living & deceased family members of Antonio  
    Antunes  
 
Friday, February 17 
8:00 am – Blessed Sacrament 
 ~ John Archer   ~ Betty Poole 
 ~ William Hasler  ~ Gilbert Reaume 
 ~ Patricia Zimmer  ~ Joe & Eileen Thibault 
 
12:00 noon – St. Joseph 
 ~ Sybil Kaer   ~ Leona Matteis 
 ~ Robert Gauthier  ~ Tom & Nancy Peseski 
 ~ John Bednarik, Peggy Pollock & deceased family 
    members  
 ~ Intentions of Charles & Peggy Seaman 
 



APOSTLES FOR  
A NEW ERA 

By: Fr. John Jasica 
 

“CHRISTENDOM” IS DEAD  
BUT CHRISTIANITY IS NOT 
Last weekend I wrote an article for 
the bulletin (family website—press 
the IGNITE link on the home page) 
describing the overall mission of 
the Church and how our family of 
parishes must adapt and change 
not simply to survive but in order 
to thrive and grow in a very 
different world.  In order to fulfill 
the mission of spreading the Good 
News, we as the Church must find 
dynamic ways to dialogue in a very secular society 
that no longer accepts Christian values.   

 

The era of Christendom is over but our Catholic 
Christian faith is not.  It is a matter of changing 
strategies that are effective and engaging in a very 
different post-Christian world.  The mission is still 
the same but the methods we use have to be 
different since the circumstances have dramatically 
changed. 

 

WHAT DOES IT MEAN THAT  
“CHRISTENDOM” IS DEAD?   
Brett Powell, who is the Archbishop’s Delegate of 
Development and Ministries for the Archdiocese of 
Vancouver says, “A Christendom mode makes sense 
when the imaginative vision of society is informed 
and governed by Christian values, such as decades 
ago when Sunday shopping laws were in effect on 
the Lord’s day.” (B.C. Catholic—May 18, 2021).  

 

We have seen over the years a decline of a visible 
and supported Catholic presence in society.  Even in 
our own diocese we have seen the decline of Catholic 
hospitals, religious communities and Catholic social 
services.  In the past, being a Christian and a 
Catholic in society had a status and influence that 
simply doesn’t exist anymore.   

 

In his article, Brett Powell reiterates the significant 
role that the Church has had in the past—“Within a 
Christendom state, the Church gains prominence 
through the proliferation of Catholic institutions, 
buildings, and social enterprises.  New members 
are attracted by the Church’s temporal resources.  
Yet hubris can set in when society favours the 
faith.” (B.C. Catholic—May 18, 2021).  
 

SHIFTING TO AN “APOSTOLIC MODE” 
So what does this all mean?  Is everything we have 
done to share the Gospel lost?  Not at all!!  We are 
now in a new era which requires a massive shift in 
structures, systems and approach so that we can 

fulfill the mission of proclaiming the Good News.  We 
no longer have a strong influence in our modern 
culture—in fact, the world is hostile to the message 
of the Gospel.  We must change modes—we must 
embrace the ministry and evangelization of the first 

apostles.  We need to re-evangelize the 
world—in a new and different way. 

 

Brett Powell describes the Apostolic 
mode of Church in another article by 
saying, “The Church embraces 
Apostolic mission when society’s 
imaginative vision is hostile to 
Christian values.  In this 
environment, the Church herself and 
her individual members can be at 
odds with the prevailing culture.  
This is not something the Church 
celebrates, but it is important to 

clearly recognize it.”  (B.C. Catholic—May 11, 2021)   

 

SHIFTING GEARS TO THRIVE AND GROW 
(1) ADMIT THE REALITY 
It is clear for us as a family of parishes and the 
Diocese of London that “Christendom” is over.  I 
think we need to accept the fact that our modern 
culture has moved on and rejected Christian values 
and the Church.  Yet I think many Catholics lament 
and are stuck in the days when churches were full, 
programs were well attended and abundant and we 
were building churches—not closing them.  The 
unfortunate reality is that those days are over.  We 
need to find a different way to be relevant and 
influential in our world today. This requires change. 

 

(2) UNDERSTAND “APOSTOLIC MODE” OF MISSION 
Brett Powell describes being an apostle in this new 
era: “In Apostolic mode, being Christian requires 
purity of intention and wholehearted commitment 
to Christ and his Church.  In the absence of 
societal perks for membership, it is more costly to 
be Christian.  Many are tempted to turn away 
from faith out of fear of persecution or in a desire 
to climb social, political, and corporate 
ladders.” (B.C. Catholic—May 11, 2021)  There is no 
question that the work ahead to share the Gospel will 
be harder and require more and more dedicated 
people who are in love with Christ! 

 

(3) PRAY, DISCERN, ACT—A NEW APPROACH 
Over the next number of weeks, we as a family of 
parishes will pray, discern and then act, developing a 
new way to engage our world with the life-giving 
Good News of Jesus Christ!  This will involve great 
sacrifices as we shift from a “Christendom” mode to 
an “Apostolic” mode of Church. Without this shift we 
will simply manage decline and over a short time 
drift into obscurity.  This doesn’t need to happen.  I 
have great hope for us to thrive, grow and share in 
the city of Chatham if we all work together. 
MORE TO COME IN THE COMING WEEKS—STAY TUNED. 











CONFIRMATION INFORMATION 
Confirmation Information Meeting (parent & 
candidate): Thursday, February 16, 2023 at 7:00 pm 
in the Spirit and Life Centre (St. Joseph Church Hall)  
 

For more information, please check out our family of 
parishes website. You will see the link on the main 
page www.chathamcatholic.ca. 
 

 
ST. VINCENT DE PAUL NEWS 
Working together in our parish family, the St. Vincent 
de Paul Conferences from Blessed Sacrament         
and St. Agnes are pleased to announce that we     
have officially become one Conference. We will be 
known as the Blessed Sacrament/St. Agnes St. Vincent 
de Paul Conference. Our Monthly meetings will be 
held at St. Agnes Church and vouchers will soon        
be distributed only at Blessed Sacrament Church. 
Details of dates and times for meetings and     
voucher distribution will be announced shortly. 
 

We would like to remind envelope users to continue 
using the monthly donation envelopes included in your 
box. If you do not have offertory envelopes and would 
like to donate, please indicate on a blank envelope 
“Blessed Sacrament/St. Agnes St. Vincent de Paul 
Conference” and be sure to include your name and 
address. 
 

As we continue to grow in our call to be disciples who 
reach out to all, we invite you to consider joining our 
ministry serving the needy in our community. We 
would welcome interested individuals to attend one 
of our monthly meetings. Our next meeting is on 
Wednesday, March 8 at 1:00 pm in the St. Agnes 
Parish Hall. Enter by the Grand Ave doors. 
 
 
POLISH LECTIO DIVINA RETREATS 
 
 
 
 
 

INTERFAITH CARING KITCHEN 
The Interfaith Caring Kitchen volunteers held their 
twelfth annual Christmas Dinner on December 7 at 
the Spirit and Life Centre. 200 guests had the 
opportunity to sit down and enjoy a beautiful, hot 
meal at festive tables with family and friends. Santa 
Claus, Christmas elves, Mayor Caniff and 75 
volunteers from the church, the Muslim Community 
and from our corporate sponsor, TekSavvy served  
three hundred roast beef dinners with all the sides. 
In January we have been offering both dine in and 
take out meals at the St. Ursula Hall. 
 

The Interfaith Caring Kitchen Team has been feeding 
Chatham residents who are living with food 
insecurity and loneliness for over 12 years. It began 
in 2011 with a small group of parishioners from the 
Mission group and partners from the Muslim 
community who wanted to create a unique “soup 
kitchen”, one that provided our guests with a 
nutritious evening meal with an opportunity to 
socialize. 
 

On the first and third Wednesday of each month, our 
church volunteers, Muslim volunteers and volunteers 
from the community serve over 125 hot, three course 
suppers from St. Ursula hall. 
 

Our outreach ministry continued throughout the 
pandemic as a take-out meal, apart from five months 
of provincial lockdowns.  
 

We are cautiously returning to our original vision of 
social, sit-down dinners. We hope that former 
volunteers who stepped back during the pandemic 
will return. New volunteers would be more than 
welcome! 
 

Covid has been hard on everyone, especially food 
charities. Demand for meals has grown dramatically. 
So have costs for food and packaging. 
 

Want to help us feed the community?  
· Donate your time. Join a team. Each team serves 

a meal once every second month. 
· Like to cook or bake? The kitchen teams need 

help. 
· Make a financial contribution.  
 

Want to know more? Call the parish office at          
519-352-8530. 
 
 
CHURCH CHUCKLE 
What did the stamp say to the envelope on 
Valentine’s Day? 
I’m stuck on you! 
 

What did the calculator say to the pencil on 
Valentine’s Day? 
You can count on me! 
 



ST. URSULA CWL 
The next general meeting will be held on Tuesday, 
February 14. We will start with Mass at 6:30 pm 
followed by the meeting in the hall. We will be 
discussing the budget. Please try to wear red for 
Valentine’s Day. See you then! 
 
 
BLESSED SACRAMENT CWL 
Comfy Cozy Night – Thursday, February 16 at 7 pm, 
Rosary at 6:30 pm 
February is the perfect month to stay in, cozy up with 
a good book and enjoy your favorite drink and add 
some spiritual inspiration to your life. We'll be having 
a book exchange so please bring any of your faith 
filled books that you have enjoyed and would like to 
share with others. And you can pick out a book that 
you would like to take home and read too! We will be 
personalizing a mug or a wine glass with an 
inspirational message and your name to take home 
and enjoy your favorite beverage while you read your 
new-to-you book. 
 

We’ll be having hot chocolate, along with our regular 
yummy snack table. Wear your most comfy 
clothes and feel free to bring along your favorite 
snuggle blanket. All ladies welcome. 
 
 
CHATHAM-KENT CUSILLO ULTREYA 
Attention Chatham-Kent Cursillo Members: We have 
an upcoming Ultreya on Friday, February 17 at Blessed 
Sacrament (145 Victoria Avenue) from 7 until 9 pm. 
We will start with Adoration. If you have any Library 
books or DVD’s on loan, please bring them with you. 
 
 
ST. URSULA K OF C BREAKFAST 
St. Ursula Knights of Columbus Council 9551 are 
hosting a parish breakfast on Sunday, February 19 
which will be served from 9:30 am to 12:30 pm. Cost 
is $10.00 for adults - children under 12 $6.00. Menu 
consists of scrambled eggs, poached eggs, sausage, 
ham, hash browns with or without onions, pancakes, 
toast, coffee, tea and juice. All proceeds are used for 
the community needs. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

WEEKDAY & WEEKEND MASS TIMES 
WEEKEND MASS TIMES 

Saturday 5:00 pm at Blessed Sacrament 
   (live-streamed) 

Sunday  8:00 am at St. Joseph 
   (live-streamed) 
   9:00 am at Blessed Sacrament 
   (live-streamed) 
   9:30 am at Our Lady of Victory (English) 
   10:00 am at St. Ursula (sign language) 
   11:00 am at St. Agnes 
   11:00 am at Our Lady of Victory (Polish) 
   Noon at St. Joseph 
 
WEEKDAY MASS TIMES 

Tuesday  8:00 am at St. Agnes 
   6:30 pm at St. Ursula 
 

Wednesday 8:00 am at Blessed Sacrament  
   (live-streamed) 
   12 noon at St. Joseph 
   7:00 pm at Our Lady of Victory (Polish) 
 
Thursday 9:30 am at St. Ursula 
   6:30 pm at St. Agnes 
 

Friday  8:00 am at Blessed Sacrament 
   (live-streamed) 
   12 noon at St. Joseph 
 
Saturday 9:00 am at Our Lady of Victory (English) 
 
 
LIVE-STREAMED MASS 
Masses are live streamed on our YouTube channel 
(www.chathamcatholic.tv). Visit the parish website 
(www.chathamcatholic.ca) and click the live-stream 
link at the top of the page. See Mass schedule above 
for live-streamed Masses. 
 
 
MASS VIA PHONE-STREAM 
Listen to Mass from St. George Parish in London by 
calling 1-226-781-7977 and following the prompts.  
 
 
CONFESSION TIMES 
- Wednesdays - 6:30 pm at Our Lady of Victory (Polish) 
- Fridays - 11:15 am to 11:45 am at St. Joseph 
- Saturdays - 9:45-10:30 am at Our Lady of Victory  
 
 
E-BULLETIN 
To receive an email reminder once the bulletin has 
been posted (email will include the link to the 
bulletin on the website), contact Maureen at the 
parish office or by email at mfoster@dol.ca. Or 
simply go to our website (chathamcatholic.ca). 




