
 
 
 

Fourth Sunday of Advent 
December 21, 2014 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“And now, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and 
you will name him Jesus.” 

Luke 1: 31 
    

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

PASTORAL STAFF 
Pastor ~ Fr. John Jasica  

Extension 222 - jjasica@dol.ca 
 

Associate Pastors 
Fr. Dariusz Lewandowski, CSMA 

 223 ~ dlewandowski@dol.ca 
 

 224 ~ rweaver@dol.ca 
 

Pastoral Minister ~ Colleen Keane  
 225 ~ ckeane@dol.ca 

 
Pastoral Minister ~ Ali Chinnick  

 227 ~ achinnick@dol.ca 
 

Deacons 
Deacon Steve Cartier ~ scartier@dol.ca 

Deacon Jerry Lozon ~ jlozon@dol.ca 

Deacon Morgan Treacy ~ mtreacy@dol.ca 

 
 

SUPPORT STAFF 
 

 ~ 

 ~ 

 ~ 

 ~ 

VOLUNTEER PASTORAL STAFF 
 

 

Website:  chathamcatholic.ca 

Facebook:  @ChathamCatholicFamily  

Twitter: @ChathamCatholic 

YouTube: chathamcatholic.tv 

 
Our parish office is located at 

St. Agnes Church 
52 Croydon Street 

Chatham ON  N7L 1L3 
519-352-9483 or 519-352-8530 

 
Office Hours: Monday - Friday  
8 am - 12 noon and 1 - 5 pm 

We are closed each day 
from 12 - 1 pm for lunch. 

BLESSED SACRAMENT  
145 Victoria Ave 

Chatham, ON  N7L 3A7 
bsacramentparish@dol.ca 

OUR LADY OF VICTORY 
486 St. Clair St 

Chatham, ON  N7L 3K8 
ourladyv@dol.ca 

ST. AGNES  
52 Croydon St 

Chatham, ON  N7L 1L3 
stagnes@dol.ca 

ST. JOSEPH 
180 Wellington St W 

Chatham, ON 
stjoseph@dol.ca 

ST. URSULA 
205 Tweedsmuir Ave W 
Chatham, ON  N7M 5N8 

stursula@dol.ca 

DECEMBER 3, 2023 - FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Everything there is a season… 
 “a time to be healed...” 

 
 

Please pray for those who are currently sick in        
our parish family especially Eva Beausejour,       
Gloria Riberdy, Joan Turner, Alan Row and Joan 
Clement. 
 

“a time to die….” 
 
 
 

Please remember in your prayers all our        
deceased relatives and parishioners especially  
Gladys Miller, Hal Saddington and Yvette Glynn. 
 

Eternal rest grant unto thee. 
 

If you or an immediate family member would like 
to add a name to the prayers for the sick please 
contact the parish office. The name will remain 
on the prayer list for three weeks. 
 
 
HAPPY ANNIVERSARY 
Congratulations to Murray Mardling and Rita Greco 
who celebrate their 40th wedding anniversary on 
December 4, 2023. 
 
 
MARK YOUR CALENDARS! 
Our Advent Communal Penance Service will take 
place at St. Joseph Church on Sunday, December 17 
at 3 pm. 

  

 

MASS INTENTIONS 
December 5 - 9, 2023 

 
Tuesday, December 5 
8:00 am - St. Agnes 
 ~ Yvette Glynn 
 ~ Maria Qua Tran 
 ~ Maria & Marco Reganzin 
 ~ Gerald Ouellette, Ruth Sereda & Clara Watson 
  
6:30 pm - St. Ursula 
 ~ Joyce Gavin   ~ Omer Emery 
 ~ Mike Meriano  ~ Sybil & Kaj Kaer 
 ~ Maria Mastromarino 
 ~ Gerard & Angeline Blais Marentette 
 
Wednesday, December 6 
8:00 am - Blessed Sacrament 
 ~ David Morris   ~ Carol Laevens 
 ~ Patricia Vince  ~ Dr. Don Patterson 
 ~ Mary Lynne McNeil 
 
12:00 noon - St. Joseph 
 ~ Manuel Borges 
 ~ David DaCosta 
 ~ Shirley Harwood 
 ~ Intentions of Shirley Ann Blackwell 
 ~ Deceased members of the Quirion family 
 
7:00 pm - Our Lady of Victory (Polish) 
 ~ Agata Kitowska 
 ~ Barbara Polewicz  
 ~ Marek Yankowski 
 ~ All Souls in Purgatory 
 ~ Intentions of Stanisław Polewicz 
 ~ Deceased members of the Krol family 
 
Thursday, December 7 - St. Ambrose 
9:30 am - St. Ursula 
 ~ Tony Smeenk 
 ~ Eileen Cleary 
 ~ Betty Marentette  
 ~ Maria Mastromarino 
 ~ Intentions of Stan Charbonneau (9 Anniv) 
 ~ Deceased members of the Maine & Blackwell  
  families 
  
6:30 pm - St. Agnes 
 ~ Maria Moccia De Blasi 
 ~ Hanh Dominic Nguyen 
 ~ Arminda & Armenio Morais 
 ~ Maria & Norberto DeCouto 
 ~ All Souls in Purgatory 
 ~ Intentions of the Blessed Sacrament / St. Agnes   
  St. Vincent de Paul Conference 
 

 

MASS INTENTIONS 
Continued 

 

Friday, December 8 - The Immaculate Conception 
of the Blessed Virgin Mary 
All Masses in the Kent Deanery are cancelled.  
The only Mass will be at Immaculate Conception 
Church in Pain Court at 7 pm. 
 
 

Saturday, December 9 
9:00 am - Our Lady of Victory (English) 
 ~ Marta Mielczarek 
 ~ Dominic Nguyen & Maria Dung 
 ~ All Souls in Purgatory 
 ~ Intentions of Seminarians 
 ~ All those in the medical profession 
 ~ Living & deceased members of the Fernandes  
  family 



IGNITE THE MISSION 
CHANGE IS HERE-PART I 

By: Fr. John Jasica 

 

BISHOP FABBRO’S LETTER IS HERE 
This weekend we are publishing Bishop Fabbro’s long 
awaited pastoral letter that 
may help us move from 
“maintenance to mission” 
at the Chatham Catholic 
Family of Parishes.   

 

This letter is the result of 
many events, meetings and 
consultations both in the 
family of parishes and at 
senior levels of the diocese.  
Bishop Fabbro has given us direction for the journey 
ahead based on the following: 

 

1. Bishop Fabbro’s pastoral visit to Chatham in June 
 2023 where he met with family staff, Pastoral 
 Council and Finance Committee. 

 

2. Reviewing documents and articles shared with the 
 people of Chatham over the last many months. 

 

3. Multiple conversations with me as the pastor 
 along with consultations with senior diocesan 
 leaders.  

  

4. Follow up questions presented by the  Pastoral 
 Council, Finance Committee and staff  over the 
 last couple of months. 

     

In order to appreciate this pastoral letter, I suggest 
you read or re-read the following major documents 
and articles that have been produced over the last 
several months so that things can be put into 
context.  You can find copies of the first two 
documents at each of our churches or at 
www.chathamcatholic.ca: 

· Ignite the Mission - Apostles for a New Era 

· Feedback Forms General Summary Report 

· Ignite the Mission Article #1 (online only) 

· The Game Plan Message Series (new pastoral plan) 

 

(You can find all IGNITE THE MISSION related 
documentation at  

www.chathamcatholic.ca/ignite-the-mission) 

 

WHAT DOES BISHOP FABBRO’S LETTER TELL US? 

 

(1) ACKNOWLEDGING THE CHALLENGES 
There is no question that there have been various 
challenges and struggles through clustering and parish 
re-organization for all the parishes in Chatham over 
the last many years.  The confusing processes and fear 
of church closures have caused serious and long 
lasting difficulties.  In the third paragraph of the 
letter, Bishop Fabbro acknowledges and apologizes for 
these problems which we must now deal with today.  

The good news is that he expresses a commitment to 
supporting us along this new path walking with us 
each step of the way.     

 

(2) “IGNITE THE MISSION” - A CHANGE OF HEART 
Bishop Fabbro endorses, supports and appreciates the 
hard work we all have done seeking to “ignite the 
mission” of the Good News in the city of Chatham.  

Our pastoral plan, on-going 
consultation and focus on forming 
disciples who reach out to all is the 
way for us to transition from 
maintenance (trying to hang on to 
what we have) to mission (following 
the call of Christ).   

 

The bishop appreciates the new 
pastoral plan that is clearly 
articulated and planned over the 

next several years, focusing on forming the faithful as 
missionaries who bring the Gospel to everyone in 
need.  This will require us to all work together, to 
sacrifice and to serve.  We are on the right path. 

 

(3) ST. JOSEPH CHURCH AND SPIRIT & LIFE CENTRE 
Bishop Fabbro has decided that St. Joseph Church will 
not close (this does not mean forever—we must show 
financial viability for the church) due to its historical 
and architectural significance in addition to the fact 
that it is the largest church in the family, centrally 
located in the city, and along with the Spirit & Life 
Centre, will offer a very unique opportunity to provide 
pastoral outreach to all the people of Chatham.   

 

This decision by the bishop is rooted in the great 
potential for mission that could be “one of a kind” in 
the diocese and the greater community.  With this 
decision, we are asked to think far beyond our own 
churches for the sake of future generations.  This 
means that we will be actively consulting/planning for 
the renovation of the Spirit & Life Centre to 
centralize our parish offices and create space for 
different ministries, programs and outreach—seeking 
to build relationships with social services and 
organizations that serve those in need. 

 

(4) WHAT ABOUT THE OTHER CHURCHES? 
Church closures are necessary for our family of 
parishes.  We have declining attendance, declining 
finances, insufficient staff/programs/ministries and 
aging buildings.  These  closures can only take place 
when necessary and when they comply with diocesan 
policies and Canon Law (Church law).  The reasons for 
closure include lack of attendance, activities, 
programs, reception of the sacraments, finances and 
building conditions.   

 

The journey ahead for us will be very challenging, 
frustrating and painful for many.  Yet I also know that 
through our sacrifices for the sake of the mission 
given to us by Christ will bear fruit in due season.   

 

PART II IN NEXT WEEKEND’S BULLETIN………. 







SUNDAY FRIENDS 
Sunday Friends Children's 
Liturgy of the Word is a time 
for children ages 4-7 to gather 
during the Sunday Liturgy with 
adult and student leaders to 
learn about the Sunday Gospel 
at their developmental level.  
Currently we are offering 

Sunday Friends at the 12:00  noon Mass at St. Joseph 
Church. 
 

We are excited to announce that beginning December 
3, Sunday Friends Children's Liturgy will also be 
offered during the 9:00 a.m. Mass at Blessed 
Sacrament. Please be advised that this is not a 
babysitting service. 
 

We thank the dedicated volunteers of our parish 
family who have made this possible. 
 
 

OFFERTORY ENVELOPES 
The Family of Parishes 2024 offertory envelopes are 
now available for pick up. Blessed Sacrament,          
St. Agnes, St. Ursula and Our Lady of Victory will have 
their envelopes available in the parish halls.            
St. Joseph envelopes will be available at the back of 
the church. Please stop by and pick up your new 
envelopes. 
 

Please do not use your 2024 envelopes until the new 
year. And please discard any 2023 envelopes when the 
year ends. Everyone at all parishes will have NEW 
Envelope numbers for 2024.  
 
 
TAX RECEIPTS BY EMAIL 
Make life simpler by having your tax receipt emailed 
to you each year - avoid lost mail, easy to save for 
online taxes or you can print it if needed. It also helps 
save us the cost of printing and mailing them to 
everyone. 
  

If you are interested, please contact Cathy Zimmer at 
czimmer@dol.ca or by phone at 519-352-9483 ext. 
243.   
 

If you don’t use email, do not worry, we will still 
mail your receipt to you. 
 
 
CHATHAM-KENT CURSILLO 
Attention Chatham Kent Cursillo Members: We have 
an upcoming Family night Potluck on Friday, 
December 8 at St. Agnes Hall (52 Croydon Street)  
starting at 6:00 pm. There will be entertainment and 
games. Everyone is welcome. (NO MASS). Please come 
out and support Chatham-Kent Cursillo community. 
 
 

 
 

 
 

Congratulations to 
Harrison Churchill, Robert Throsel, 

Brennan Bunker, William Bunker, Rylan Bunker, 
Kameron Caron, Beau Boncy, 

Ruby Van Rycheghem, Levi Van Rycheghem, 
Vivian Homeniuk, Maverick Homeniuk 

and Mila Homeniuk 
 who joined our parish family through the 

Sacrament of Baptism during the month of November. 
 

 
 
 
 

 
Congratulations to 
Lauren Armstrong 

who celebrated the Sacrament of First Communion 
during the month of November. 

 
 

 
 
 
 

Congratulations to 
Trevor Richie and Amanda Shagat 

who celebrated the Sacrament of Marriage 
during the month of November. 

 
 
OUR WEBSITE 
Do you have our website bookmarked or saved? If 
not, take a look at chathamcatholic.ca. 
 
à Wish to read the current or past bulletins? 
à Curious about sacraments for your children? 
à Wondering how to donate? 
à Looking for Mass times for our parishes? 
à Lost your Liturgical Ministry schedule? 
à Need prayers? 
à Would like to volunteer? 
à Need to contact one of our staff members? 

 
Our website has the answer to many questions – 

please check it out! 
 
 
PRAYER CHAIN 
We have people who want to pray for whatever 
request comes to them. If you need prayers, please 
contact Maureen at the parish office at 519-352-8530 
or 519-352-9483 or by email at mfoster@dol.ca. 





 

SIGN UP FOR THE BUS! 
A school bus has been booked to take people to the 
Mass at Immaculate Conception on December 8 (see 
above). The bus will leave from Blessed Sacrament 
parking lot at 6:15 pm and will return at 8:45 pm.      
If you are interested in reserving a spot on the bus 
please call the parish office at 519-352-9483.  
 
 

CHURCH CHUCKLE 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
CHRISTMAS CARDS 
If you are looking for faith based Christmas cards, we 
have a large number left over from a long ago 
fundraiser at St. Joseph Church. The front of the 
cards have pictures of stained glassed windows from 
St. Joseph Church. There are four styles - The 
Annunciation, The Visitation, The Nativity and The 
Flight into Egypt. Each package contains eight cards - 
two of each design. The inside of the card reads: 
“May the love and peace of Christmas remain with 
you throughout the new year.”  
 

There is no set price for the cards, just a donation. 
They are available at the parish office. 

 
 Christmas Flowers and Decor  

 

If you wish to have a name(s) added to our list of 
flowers and décor for Christmas, please fill out the 
form found below and submit form and $25 in the 
collection basket or drop it off at the parish office 
by Monday, December 11 (deadline date). 

 
Your Name: __________________________________ 
 
_____________________________________________ 
  
Phone: ______________________________________ 
  
In memory of: ________________________________ 
  
_____________________________________________ 
  
  

Blessed Sacrament Church ________ 
St. Agnes Church ________ 
St. Joseph Church  ________ 
St. Ursula Church  ________ 
 
 
  

$25 included ______ 
 
Please make cheques payable to the Church you have 
indicated above. 



 

WIITH THANKS 
We would like to thank all the 
amazing volunteers who made our 
Advent Family Night and Hayride a 
huge success with over 400 people 
attending!  Our gratitude goes out 
to those who served hot dogs, 
popcorn, cookies, hot drinks, and 
hosted at the door and in the craft area. A special 
thank you to the Knights of Columbus from             
St. Ursula and Blessed Sacrament for the hot dogs 
and the Catholic Women's League from all our Family 
of Parish's Councils who contributed funds towards 
supplies. Thanks to Brian Elgie for setting up for the 
event. And of course, a huge thanks to Carl and Julie 
Sterling and their family for supplying the hayride. 
 

May God bless each and every one of you for your gift 
of time and resources. We thank everyone who came 
out to support our evening of fellowship! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
AN EVENING OF CHRISTMAS MUSIC! 
The St. Agnes Choir will be holding a Christmas 
concert on Wednesday, December 13 at 7 pm in      
St. Agnes Church.  Come out to enjoy an evening of 
modern and traditional music as you prepare your 
hearts this Advent for the coming Christmas 
Season. We ask for a free will offering at the event 
to support the purchase of some new music books for 
the choir.      
 
 
ALLIANCE OF THE TWO HEARTS OF JESUS AND 
MARY ALL - NIGHT REPARATION PRAYER VIGIL 
Starts with a 9:00 pm Prayer Service on Friday, 
December 1 and continues through the night with 
Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament, prayers and 
songs. It ends Saturday, December 2 with a 7:45 am 
Prayer Service followed by 9:00 am Mass at Our Lady 
of Victory Church. Come for the whole night or for a 
few hours. Everyone is welcome. To enter till 7:00 
am, use the glass door facing St Clair Street. 
 
 
SUNDAY MISSALS 
Sunday Missals are now available for purchase in the 
parish office located at St. Agnes. The cost is $5.00. 
 

Note to Lectors: Your missal is available at the 
Church you read at. 
 
 





ST. JOSEPH CITY CWL 
We would like to thank all the volunteers who made 
this year’s Penny Sale a huge success. A special thanks 
to all the people who donated prizes. We had an 
abundance of prizes (well over 100) so we decided to 
hold some back for a future fundraising event. The 
winner of the 50/50 prize of $951.25 was Deb Green 
from Chatham.  
 
 
ST. URSULA CWL 
Please join us Tuesday, December 12 in the St. Ursula 
parish hall for our annual Christmas gathering, 
immediately following 6:30 pm Mass. Please bring 
along a favourite appetizer or snack to share as we 
ring in the season. In the spirit of giving, we will be 
collecting boxers and briefs to donate to those in 
need in our community. Looking forward to seeing 
everyone there. New members welcome. 
 
 
BLESSED SACRAMENT CWL 
Sugar and spice make Christmas so nice. Please join 
us for our Christmas Appetizer and Dessert Potluck on 
Thursday, December 14 at 7 pm in the Blessed 
Sacrament parish hall. Enjoy our cocoa, candy and 
cider bar with your favourite Christmas mug. Bring it 
along with your prettiest Christmas plate and 
silverware. We’ll be having a gift exchange. Bring 
along a wrapped $10 gift to join the fun. 
 
 
ST. URSULA K OF C 
We will be hosting a community breakfast Sunday, 
December 17 from 9:30 am to 12 noon. Cost is $10.00 
for adults and $6.00 for children under 12. Breakfast 
consists of: hash browns, scrambled and poached 
eggs, ham and sausages, tomatoes, toast, coffee, tea 
and juice. 
 

The proceeds from the last two breakfasts went to 
Outreach for Hunger and a seminarian, Adam Rivard 
from Tilbury, who is studying at St. Peter Seiminary. A 
special thank you for your support which in turn goes 
to the community. 
 

WEEKDAY & WEEKEND MASS TIMES 
WEEKEND MASS TIMES 

Saturday 5:00 pm at Blessed Sacrament 
   (live-streamed) 

Sunday  8:00 am at St. Joseph 
   (live-streamed) 
   9:00 am at Blessed Sacrament 
   (live-streamed) 
   9:30 am at Our Lady of Victory (English) 
   10:00 am at St. Ursula (sign language) 
   11:00 am at St. Agnes 
   11:00 am at Our Lady of Victory (Polish) 
   Noon at St. Joseph 
 

WEEKDAY MASS TIMES 

Tuesday  8:00 am at St. Agnes 
   6:30 pm at St. Ursula 
 
Wednesday 8:00 am at Blessed Sacrament  
   (live-streamed) 
   12 noon at St. Joseph 
   7:00 pm at Our Lady of Victory (Polish) 
 

Thursday 9:30 am at St. Ursula 
   6:30 pm at St. Agnes 
 
Friday  8:00 am at Blessed Sacrament 
   (live-streamed) 
   12 noon at St. Joseph 
 

Saturday 9:00 am at Our Lady of Victory (English) 
 
LIVE-STREAMED MASS 
Masses are live streamed on our YouTube channel 
(www.chathamcatholic.tv). Visit the parish website 
(www.chathamcatholic.ca) and click the live-stream 
link at the top of the page. See Mass schedule above 
for live-streamed Masses. 
 
CONFESSION TIMES 
- Tuesday - 6:00 - 6:30 pm at St. Ursula 
- Wednesday - 6:30 pm at Our Lady of Victory (Polish) 
- Friday - 11:15 am - 11:45 am at St. Joseph 
- Saturday - 9:45 - 10:30 am at Our Lady of Victory  
 
ADORATION TIMES  
- Monday - 7:00 - 9:00 pm at Blessed Sacrament 
- Second Tuesday of the month - after Mass until      
  4:00 pm at St. Agnes 
- Saturday - after Mass until 11:00 am at Our Lady of 

Victory  




