
 
 
 

Fourth Sunday of Advent 
December 21, 2014 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“And now, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and 
you will name him Jesus.” 

Luke 1: 31 
    

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

PASTORAL STAFF 
Pastor ~ Fr. John Jasica  

Extension 222 - jjasica@dol.ca 
 

Associate Pastors 
Fr. Dariusz Lewandowski, CSMA 

 223 ~ dlewandowski@dol.ca 
 

 224 ~ rweaver@dol.ca 
 

Pastoral Minister ~ Colleen Keane  
 225 ~ ckeane@dol.ca 

 
Pastoral Minister ~ Ali Chinnick  

 227 ~ achinnick@dol.ca 
 

Deacons 
Deacon Steve Cartier ~ scartier@dol.ca 

Deacon Jerry Lozon ~ jlozon@dol.ca 

Deacon Morgan Treacy ~ mtreacy@dol.ca 

 
 

SUPPORT STAFF 
 

 ~ 

 ~ 

 ~ 

 ~ 

VOLUNTEER PASTORAL STAFF 
 

 

Website:  chathamcatholic.ca 

Facebook:  @ChathamCatholicFamily  

Twitter: @ChathamCatholic 

YouTube: chathamcatholic.tv 

 
Our parish office is located at 

St. Agnes Church 
52 Croydon Street 

Chatham ON  N7L 1L3 
519-352-9483 or 519-352-8530 

 
Office Hours: Monday - Friday  
8 am - 12 noon and 1 - 5 pm 

We are closed each day 
from 12 - 1 pm for lunch. 

BLESSED SACRAMENT  
145 Victoria Ave 

Chatham, ON  N7L 3A7 
bsacramentparish@dol.ca 

OUR LADY OF VICTORY 
486 St. Clair St 

Chatham, ON  N7L 3K8 
ourladyv@dol.ca 

ST. AGNES  
52 Croydon St 

Chatham, ON  N7L 1L3 
stagnes@dol.ca 

ST. JOSEPH 
180 Wellington St W 

Chatham, ON 
stjoseph@dol.ca 

ST. URSULA 
205 Tweedsmuir Ave W 
Chatham, ON  N7M 5N8 

stursula@dol.ca 

FEBRUARY 4, 2024 - FIFTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 



 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
Everything there is a season… 

 “a time to be healed...” 
 
 

Please pray for those who are currently sick in        
our parish family especially Jim Earley, Andre Paradis, 
Donna Marie Boylan and Dorothy Maier. 
 
If you or an immediate family member would like 
to add a name to the prayers for the sick please 
contact the parish office. The name will remain on 
the prayer list for three weeks. 
 

 
“a time to die….” 

 
 
 

Please remember in your prayers all our        
deceased relatives and parishioners. 
 

Eternal rest grant unto thee. 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

ASH WEDNESDAY MASSES (February 14, 2024) 
8:00 am at Blessed Sacrament (live-stream) 

12:00 noon at St. Joseph  
7:00 pm at Our Lady of Victory (Polish) 

7:00 pm at St. Agnes 
. 

(live-stream at www.chathamcatholic.tv) 

 

MASS INTENTIONS 
February 6 - 10, 2024 

 

Monday, February 5 - St. Agatha 
Adoration at Blessed Sacrament from 7 - 9 pm 

 
Tuesday, February 6 - St. Paul Miki & Companions 
8:00 am - St. Agnes 
 ~ Maria Eugenio   ~ Florinda da Rocha 
 ~ Living & deceased family members of Antonio  
  Antunes   
 
Confessions ~ St. Ursula ~ 6:00 - 6:30 pm 
  
6:30 pm - St. Ursula 
 ~ Omer Emery  
 ~ Bob McGregor 
 ~ Giuseppie Prizio 
 ~ Intentions of Perla B Servino 
 ~ Intentions of the Emery, Delanghe & Waddick  
  families 
    
Wednesday, February 7 
8:00 am - Blessed Sacrament 
 ~ Judy O’Brien    ~ Nancy Frook 
 ~ Edgar & Bernice Weber ~ Shirley Harwood 
 ~ Dominice Hoan Thai Nguyen 
 
12:00 noon - St. Joseph 
 ~ David Hillman   ~ Doreen Charron 
 ~ Kristin Robinson   ~ Diane Mariconda 
 ~ Special Intention 
 ~ Intentions of Anna Dzieciol 
 
Confessions ~ Our Lady of Victory ~ 6:30 pm (Polish) 
  
7:00 pm - Our Lady of Victory (Polish) 
 ~ Marisa Sloan    ~ Ela Wierzbicka 
 ~ Witold Olkowski   ~ Marta Mielczarek 
 ~ Genowefa Wrotkowska ~ Barbara Polewicz  
 
  
Thursday, February 8 
9:30 am - St. Ursula 
 ~ Marr Huson    ~ Tony Smeenk 
 ~ Maria Mastromarino  ~ Leone Gabruck 
 ~ Magdelena Vetter Heisler 
 ~ Intentions of Pat & Blake Harding 
 
6:30 pm - St. Agnes 
 ~ Maria Eugenio 
 ~ Angela Fanelli 
 ~ Gerry Gardner 
 ~ Intentions of the Blessed Sacrament / St. Agnes 
  St. Vincent de Paul Conference 
 

 

MASS INTENTIONS 
 

Friday, February 9 
8:00 am - Blessed Sacrament 
 ~ Rose Marie Miller   ~ Charlotte Konecny 
 
Confessions ~ St. Joseph ~ 11:15 - 11:45 am 
 
12:00 noon - St. Joseph 
 ~ Cindy Lacina    ~ Antonio Follo 
 ~ Leonard Casier   ~ Yvette Campeau 
 ~ Intentions of Janice Allin 
 ~ Intentions of Barb Barnes 
 
Saturday, February 10 - St. Scholastica 
9:00 am - Our Lady of Victory (English) 
 ~ Wladyslawa Gebal  ~ Anna Rodrigues 
 ~ Intentions of Stanislaw Polewicz 
 ~ Intentions of Ben & Helen Buchat 
 ~ Intentions of Marissa Richie Sloan 
 ~ Intentions of the Sisters of the Precious Blood 
 
Confessions ~ Our Lady of Victory ~ 9:45 - 10:30 am  
Adoration ~ after Mass until 11:00 am 



IGNITE THE MISSION: 
ONE STEP AT A TIME 
By: Fr. John Jasica 
 

ARE THERE ANY BIG ANNOUNCEMENTS? 
I know that there are some parishioners waiting for a 
big announcement regarding our family of parishes—
especially about church closures.  To answer that 
question—I would say that the big announcement has 
already come with Bishop Fabbro’s letter to us on the 
First Sunday of Advent. 

 

Bishop Fabbro has decided that St. Joseph Church 
will remain open (for historical, architectural and 
pastoral reasons) along with the Spirit & Life Centre, 
becoming the central hub for our ministries, 
programs and outreach to the city of Chatham.  He 
has asked all of us to work together as one family 
seeking to embrace our IGNITE THE MISSION pastoral 
plan of forming disciples who reach out to all. 

 

WHAT ABOUT CHURCH CLOSURES? 
Bishop Fabbro also addresses church closures for all 
the families of parishes in the diocese when he said 
in the letter to the people of Chatham, “During my 
visit with you, I pointed out that the Diocese now 
has a policy which spells out the process that must 
be undertaken if any Family of Parishes 
anticipates the closure of a parish or church.” The 
diocesan policy guides any decisions about closures.  
I hope to offer some clarity regarding this for our 
own Chatham Catholic Family of Parishes. 

 

(1) Who are we as a family of parishes? 

 

Our Chatham Catholic Family of Parishes is made up 
of four parishes (St. Agnes, Blessed Sacrament, St. 
Joseph & St. Ursula) and one Catholic community 
(Our Lady of Victory Polish Catholic Community).  
Our Lady of Victory Parish was suppressed (no longer 
a parish under Church law) in a decree by Bishop 
Fabbro effective June 30, 2007 during the time of 
parish reorganization in the diocese.  I share this 
detail as a reminder for those who were not aware of 
this decision.  There have been a number of parishes 
in the diocese that have been suppressed and made 
into Catholic communities over the last many years. 

 

(2) Canon Law and Diocesan Policy 

 

There are two policies that guide us when we discuss 
church closures.  Canon Law (Church law) and our 
diocesan policy for church closures.  Both take the 
closure of any church or parish seriously—and doesn’t 
take place unless completely necessary.  Canon Law 
tells us that the bishop alone is the one who decides 
(Canon #1222 ss#1) but he must consult the Council 
of Priests (Canon #1222 ss#2) and rightfully so the 
people that are affected (Canon #50).   

 

The Diocese of London Closure Policy takes into 

account Canon Law and requires an honest review of 
the spiritual life (How many are involved in 
sacramental preparation? What is the church 
attendance at Masses? How many funerals are 
celebrated? Is there an RCIA program welcoming new 
Catholics?), pastoral vitality (Is there a pastoral 
plan? Are there active ministries/programs? Is there 
outreach to those in need?) financial stability (Can 
the parish pay their bills? Are there regular deficits? 
Are there financial resources available? What are the 
conditions of the parish buildings?), and 
demographical information (Is there a declining 
number of parishioners? What are the future trends/ 
data from municipal/regional government?) 

 

(3) Are we closing any churches? Not right now 

 

In the late fall of 2023, after extensive discussion/
analysis with Pastoral Council, Finance Committee, 
family staff and diocesan leadership, the only church 
in our family that met the threshold for closure was 
St. Agnes Parish.  The only reason for this was the 
financial challenges over the last number of years 
that liquidated any of the last Capital Reserve Funds 
($185,000 was taken from this fund since July 2018 to 
cover operating expenses) leaving the parish with 
only around $30,000 in total cash assets prior to 
Christmas.  We expected continued decline for the 
months ahead.  With heavy and reluctant hearts, the 
Pastoral Council and Finance Committee unanimously 
voted to began the process with the diocese for the 
closure of St. Agnes Parish. But then things changed. 

 

(4) One step at a time—we continue to move ahead 

 

As I said, Canon Law and the diocesan policy for 
closure of parishes and churches sees closure as a 
last resort.  Following our Christmas celebrations and 
looking at our year end 2023 financial totals (I will be 
publishing my annual summary in a couple of weeks), 
we noticed a surprising increase in financial 
donations at all our churches—including St. Agnes.  As 
a family of parishes we had an overall deficit of  
$207 thousand in 2022 but have managed an overall 
surplus of $27 thousand in 2023.  St. Agnes had a 
14% increase in their Thanksgiving Appeal and a 38% 
increase in the Christmas collection versus 2022.   

 

With signs of a financial trend upwards for all the 
churches in the family and with the pastoral plan 
taking root and growing everyday—I recommended to 
Pastoral Council and Finance Committee last week 
that for the time being, St. Agnes Parish does not 
meet the threshold for closure and that we need 
to delay any process until a further review in the 
fall of 2024.  They unanimously agreed and I have 
informed diocesan leadership of the need to pause 
the process.  So for now, we continue with our 
pastoral plan with our five churches continuing to 
seek your support and involvement… 
 
(Stay tuned for more in next weekend’s bulletin)   



 
 
 
 

OUR WEBSITE 
Do you have our website bookmarked or saved? If not, 
take a look at chathamcatholic.ca. 
 
à Wish to read the current or past bulletins? 
à Curious about sacraments for your children? 
à Wondering how to donate? 
à Looking for Mass times for our parishes? 
à Lost your Liturgical Ministry schedule? 
à Need prayers? 
à Would like to volunteer? 
à Need to contact one of our staff members? 
 

Our website has the answer to many questions – 
please check it out! 

 
 
 

PRAYER CHAIN 
We have people who want to pray for whatever 
request comes to them. If you need prayers, please 
contact Maureen at the parish office at 519-352-8530 
or 519-352-9483 or by email at mfoster@dol.ca. 
 
 

PRE-AUTHORIZED DEBIT (PAD) 
Chatham Catholic Family of Parishes have a new PAD 
agreement that includes Sunday Offertory (weekly, 
monthly, quarterly, semi-annually and annually), 
Special Collections (New Years, Share Lent, Good 
Friday, Easter Sunday, St. Peter’s Seminary, Priest 
Pension Fund, Thanksgiving Appeal, Mission Sunday 
and  Christmas ) as well as monthly or annual 
donations to St Vincent de Paul and Capital Projects.   
 
Your PAD donations will be given to the Parish of your 
choice.  You may access this form on our website: 
www.ccfp.dol.ca - Giving – Donate – CCFP Pre 
Authorized Debit Forms or contact either Lynda 
Cadotte or Barb Butler at the office.  PAD forms are 
also available at each church.  For those who 
currently use PAD and would like to make changes 
please fill in new form and attach VOID cheque and 
return to parish office.  Please submit PAD form to 
the parish BEFORE the 15th of the month in order to 
take effect the NEXT month.   

 
 



TAX RECEIPTS BY EMAIL 
Make life simpler by having your tax receipt emailed 
to you each year - avoid lost mail, easy to save for 
online taxes or you can print it if needed. It also helps 
save us the cost of printing and mailing them to 
everyone.  If you don’t use email, do not worry, we 
will still mail your receipt to you. 
 
In order to have your 2023 tax receipt emailed to 
you, please contact Cathy Zimmer at czimmer@dol.ca 
or by phone at 519-352-9483 ext. 243 no later than 
Monday, February 5.  After that date, it will be set 
up for your tax receipt next year.   
 

 
 
 
ST. JOSEPH K of C ANNUAL BREAKFAST 
All are invited to breakfast at the Spirit & Life Centre 
on February 4 from 9 am until 11:30 am.  We are 
serving breakfast buffet with quality bacon, country 
ham, cubed hasbrowns, scrambled eggs, pancakes, 
toast and tropical fruit cocktail with coffee tea, 
orange and apple juice. The cost is $12 per plate for 
adults (13+), $6 for children 5-12 years and children 4 
and under are free. 
 
The CWL will be also be holding a bake sale during the 
breakfast. 
 
  

 
DEVELOPMENT AND PEACE 
Come join us for a Deanery 
Workshop on Friday, February 9 
from 6:30 - 8:30 pm in the 
Blessed Sacrament St. Kateri 
Room. 
 

The theme is Create Hope - 
Reaping our rights.  
 

Contact: 
daniela.salcedo@devp.org.  
 
 
A Share-Lent National Launch Webinar will take place 
on Saturday, February 17 at 1:30 pm via zoom.  
 
Together, we will be mobilizing in solidarity with 
peasant farmers around the world; they face many 
challenges when all they want is to live in dignity. 
Come and meet our partners from the Global South 
who will let us know about the challenges they face 
and their wonderful projects. English, French and 
Spanish interpretation available.  
 

To register go to https://devp.org/enshare-lent-
national-launch-webinar/ 

 
 



WELCOME 
It is with great joy that we welcome visitors and 
new parishioners to our parish family! 
 
New parishioners please visit our parish website, 
chathamcatholic.ca and look under “I’m New” on the 
menu bar. Or better yet, come by the parish office so 
we can meet you and welcome you personally! If you 
have any questions, please stop by or call the parish 
office at 519-352-8530 or 519-352-9483.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Readings for the week of February 4, 2024 
 
Sunday:   Jb 7:1-4, 6-7/Ps 147:1-2, 3-4, 5-6 
   (see 3a)/1 Cor 9:16-19, 22-23/Mk 1:29-39 
 
Monday:  1 Kgs 8:1-7, 9-13/Ps 132:6-7, 8-10/ 
   Mk 6:53-56 
 
Tuesday:  1 Kgs 8:22-23, 27-30/Ps 84:3, 4, 5  
   and 10, 11/Mk 7:1-13 
 
Wednesday: 1 Kgs 10:1-10/Ps 37:5-6, 30-31, 39-40/ 
   Mk 7:14-23 
 
Thursday:  1 Kgs 11:4-13/Ps 106:3-4, 35-36, 37  
   and 40/Mk 7:24-30 
 
Friday:   1 Kgs 11:29-32; 12:19/Ps 81:10-11ab, 
   12-13, 14-15/Mk 7:31-37 
 
Saturday:  1 Kgs 12:26-32; 13:33-34/Ps 106:6-7ab, 
   19-20, 21-22/Mk 8:1-10 
 
Next Sunday:  Lv 13:1-2, 44-46/Ps 32:1-2, 5, 
    11 (7)/1 Cor 10:31—11:1/Mk 1:40-45 







BLESSED SACRAMENT CWL CARDS 
Come join the Euchre party at Blessed Sacrament Hall 
on Monday, February 5. The doors open at 12:30 pm 
and play starts promptly at 1:00 pm. Cost is $3 and 
includes coffee, tea and dessert. All are welcome! 
 
 
ST. JOSEPH CITY & HARWICH CWL MEETING 
The next joint meeting for the two Councils is 
scheduled for Monday, February 5 at 7:00 pm at       
St. Ursula Hall. Please use the door that opens 
directly into the Hall. Please share this information 
with anyone you think may be interested in joining 
the CWL. Hope to see you there! 
 
 
BLESSED SACRAMENT CWL  
Please join the Blessed Sacrament CWL on Thursday, 
February 8 at 7 pm for our Valentine's evening. Join 
the fun! Dress in red and we will celebrate our love 
for God and our CWL sisters with an evening full of 
fun and fellowship. The Executive is so excited to 
present all the plans we have for the upcoming year. 
Please see the newsletter for more information about 
the evening. Rosary will be prayed at 6:30 pm, prior 
to the meeting, if you can come early. Want to see 
what the CWL is all about? Come spend the evening 
with us - and you'll be excited to join. 
 
 
ST. URSULA CWL 
The St. Ursula CWL is sponsoring a Mother’s Day 
Vendor Extravaganza on Saturday, May 11 from 9 am 
until 1 pm. Vendor’s are needed for the event.        
To reserve a table, please contact Jane Curry at     
519-352-7175 or Yvette Waddick at 519-436-0738. 
Cost the a table is $30. Please book your table by 
March 17. Requests for tables made after March 17 
will be $35. 
  
 
CHURCH CHUCKLE 

WEEKEND MASS TIMES 

Saturday 5:00 pm at Blessed Sacrament 
   (live-streamed) 

Sunday  8:00 am at St. Joseph 
   (live-streamed) 
   9:00 am at Blessed Sacrament 
   (live-streamed) 
   9:30 am at Our Lady of Victory (English) 
   10:00 am at St. Ursula (sign language) 
   11:00 am at St. Agnes 
   11:00 am at Our Lady of Victory (Polish) 
   Noon at St. Joseph 
 
 
WEEKDAY MASS TIMES 

Tuesday  8:00 am at St. Agnes 
   6:30 pm at St. Ursula 
 

Wednesday 8:00 am at Blessed Sacrament  
   (live-streamed) 
   12 noon at St. Joseph 
   7:00 pm at Our Lady of Victory (Polish) 
 
Thursday 9:30 am at St. Ursula 
   6:30 pm at St. Agnes 
 

Friday  8:00 am at Blessed Sacrament 
   (live-streamed) 
   12 noon at St. Joseph 
 
Saturday 9:00 am at Our Lady of Victory (English) 
 
 
LIVE-STREAMED MASS 
Masses are live streamed on our YouTube channel 
(www.chathamcatholic.tv). Visit the parish website 
(www.chathamcatholic.ca) and click the live-stream 
link at the top of the page. See Mass schedule above 
for live-streamed Masses. 
 
 
BULLETIN SUBMISSIONS 
If you have an announcement for the bulletin, we 
must receive submissions two Friday’s prior to when 
you would like the announcement to appear.  
 
Please also note that we have very limited space in 
the bulletin. Submissions may not always run as long 
as you would like and they may be edited to suit the 
location in the bulletin.  All submissions are to be 
sent by email to Maureen Foster at mfoster@dol.ca. 




