
January 16, 2022 |  Second Sunday in Ordinary Time
North American Martyrs Church

BAPTISMS:  Please contact the parish office for asisstance or visit https://namartyrsauburn.org/baptism for detailed
information and to obtain the Godparent Baptismal Testimony Form.  

MARRIAGE:  Contact the parish office at least 1 year in advance of the wedding date to make arrangements.

ANOINTING OF THE SICK: If you have family members who are ill, anticipating surgery or weakened because of
prolonged illness or advanced age, contact the parish office for assistance. 

CONFESSIONS: Saturday 3 - 3:45PM or by appointment in the church.   

COMMUNION CALLS: Parishioners who are sick or disabled may call the parish office to arrange for the Holy Eucharist
to be brought to them at home.   

OFFICE STAFF
Susan Zammarelli, Secretary
Lisa Burkitt, Religious Ed. Director, Safe Environment Coordinator

8 Wyoma Dr. Auburn, MA 01501 |  www.namartyrsauburn.org  | 508 - 798- 8779

PASTOR
Rev. Frederick D. Fraini, III

Mass Schedule
Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Friday 7 a.m.|   Saturday  8 a.m.  and 4:30 p.m. (Vigil) | Sunday 8:30 a.m.  and 10:30 a.m.

Rectory Office Hours 
Tuesday & Wednesday  12:30 p.m. -4:30 p.m. 

 Thursday  8 a.m. - 12 p.m. 
508 - 798- 8779

Religious Ed Office Hours  
Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Friday  9:00 a.m. -2:00 p.m.  

508-798-0612
The religious ed office is located in the parish hall

 



 

 

Safe Environment Notice:  Our parish follows the guidelines of the national charter for the protection of children & young people approved by the
US Bishops & Diocese of Worcester policies. If you have been abused or victimized by someone representing the Catholic Church, please believe
in the possibility for hope and help and healing.  Contact Judith Audette, L.I.C.S.W., Victim Services Coordinator.  A report can be made by phone
to 508-929-4363 (a 24 hour confidential voicemail is available.)  

Pauline Andrade, Janie Bouges, Michele Burke-Pellegrini, Louie Costagna, Dean
Michael Collins,  Shirley Connor, Ted Cook, Christine Cote, Gail Craig, Patricia
Darrah, Jacob DeCarolis, Roger Desautels, Kevin Dobson, Elaine Doherty, Jerry
Fisher, Raymond Fluet, Joan Fouhy, Bruno Frongillo, Bob Fuller, Victoria Garcia,
Henry Gemme, Suzanne Gird, Lori Girouard, Deacon Jim Graves, Ed Handlin,
Mary Hannon, Robert Hehir, McKenzie Hehir, T. Jablanski,, Elijah Johnson, 

~Mass Intentions~
SATURDAY, JANUARY 15TH -SAINT PAUL THE HERMIT
8:00a.m. Ed Vaitkunas by Jane VanWinkle
4:30p.m. Piper Mulryan Birthday Remembrance by Melissa Carpenter 
SUNDAY, JANUARY 16TH - SAINT BERARD AND COMPANIONS
8:30a.m. Rev. Sean Duggan by Jane VanWinkle
10:30a.m. Isabella Capaldi by Family 
MONDAY, JANUARY 17TH ~ SAINT ANTHONY OF EGYPT
7:00a.m. Rev. Joseph Nally
TUESDAY, JANUARY 18TH ~ SAINT CHARLES OF SEZZE
7:00a.m. Rev. Charles Dunn by Brigham Family
WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 19TH ~ SAINT FABIAN
7:00a.m. Ed Vaitkunas by Bill Sipos
FRIDAY, JANUARY 21ST  ~ SAINT AGNES
7:00a.m. Rev. John F. Gee by Zammarelli Family 
SATURDAY, JANUARY 22ND ~ SAINT VINCENT OF ZARAGOSSA
8:00a.m. Eileen Gillett by Jane VanWinkle 
4:30p.m. Ed Vaitkunas by Eleanor Binnall 
SUNDAY, JANUARY 23RD  ~ SAINT MARIANNE COPE
8:30a.m. Rev. John F. Gee by Peter and Maureen Morse
10:30a.m. Helen Graham by David Sweeney 

Let us Pray for

Religious Ed Update
    Due to the holiday weekend, there are no classes on Sunday, January 16th. We are continuing to
monitor the current situation with COVID cases in our area. Classes will be held on Sunday, January 23rd
and Sunday, January 30th but it is to be determined if they will be virtual or in person. Please watch your
email for updates.  

Sunday Collection                                                                                                      $ 4,201.75 
Monthly Renovations, Bulletin ads                                                                              $ 264.75
Holy Days of Obligation                                                                                              $ 173.75
Fr. Gee Donation, Special Donation                                                                           $1,050.00
Soccer Club Rental                                                                                                      $  765.00
Mass Intentions, Candles, Kateri's Kitchen  ~ In Memory of Chuck Houston            $  336.75
CCD, Catholic University, Support our Schools                                                        $     46.00
Online Donations                                                                                                        $   789.59
Total                                                                                                                            $ 7,627.59

~Collections w/e 1/9/22~

Kim Johnson, Maureen Jones, Edward LaConto, Jean LaConto, Larry, Donna and Michel Langevin, Roger and
Rosalie LaCroix, Alice Leduc, Peter Letourneau, Richard Levansavich, Sr., Michael McGrail, Max Mullen, Gary
Nickerson, Michael O’Connell, Mary Lou Paulli, Peggy Patenaude, John Power, Theresa Power, Anthony Real,
Edward J. Rutkowski, Raymond Scanlon, Kathy Stasiatis, Scott Staruk, David Tatro, Jake Thibeault, Bonnie Turner,
Lucille Zammarelli. For all the men and women serving in our country’s military. The legal protection of unborn
children

https://www.franciscanmedia.org/saint-of-the-day/saint-anthony-of-egypt
https://www.franciscanmedia.org/saint-of-the-day/saint-charles-of-sezze
https://www.franciscanmedia.org/saint-of-the-day/saint-fabian
https://www.franciscanmedia.org/saint-of-the-day/saint-agnes
https://www.franciscanmedia.org/saint-of-the-day/saint-vincent-of-zaragossa
https://www.franciscanmedia.org/saint-of-the-day/saint-marianne-cope


 

Dear Parish Family,
    As you entered North American Martyrs Church this weekend, you undoubtedly noticed a stark difference in its appearance.
The beautiful wall hanging wreaths adorned with bows are gone, the creche of Bethlehem is no longer in front of the altar, the
lighted garland which once hung from the choir loft and along the altar rails has disappeared, those four magnificent Christmas
trees which silhouetted the back of our reredos have all been taken down, and there's no longer a trace of a poinsettia! In a nut
shell, it all looks pretty ordinary again! Incidentally, due to the periodic inclement weather we experienced last weekend, many of
our decorating volunteers were unable to help take down all of our decorations. We were most fortunate however to have the
assistance of Sandra Caravalho who helped immediately following the 10:30a.m. Sunday Mass, and a personal friend of mine,
who stopped by later in the day to help me take down all of the trees! Thank you both so very much for all your wonderful work! 
    Friends, the Catholic Church is filled with more treasures than one could ever possibly hope to discover in a single lifetime. As
I aforementioned in my initial remarks, our Church now looks pretty "ordinary" again since the departure of all the beautiful
Christmas decorations. Perhaps some might argue that the Church should look "ordinary" now, after all, once we concluded the
Feast of the Baptism of the Lord, we entered the liturgical season of Ordinary Time. Of all the liturgical seasons in the Catholic
calendar year, Ordinary Time is perhaps the most underappreciated, when in reality, it should be valued and held as one of our
treasures! 
     Unfortunately, in the minds of many faithful Catholics Ordinary Time holds a connotation of the mundane. It is often
incorrectly assumed to be a time when we surrender the celebrations of Christmas, in order to enter into the monotony of the
ordinary. Let us not fall into the trap of thinking that just because the Christmas decorations have been put away, we are merely
called to return to the plainness of daily life. 
     The season of Advent was filled with eager anticipation as we watched, waited, and prayed with all of those so full of
expectation at the beginning of the Gospel of Luke. Next came our magnificent Christmas celebrations which manifested
tremendous joy and jubilation within the confines our own individual hearts. Now is not the time to abandon the stories of
Christmas, but to continue to live and journey with them here and now. Ordinary Time is not meant to be ordinary at all! Correctly
understood, it is a time not only to rest from what has passed but also to prepare for what is to come. There is nothing ordinary
about a life that has been touched by the reality of God becoming man. 
     What is life like after the birth of a child? It was anything but "ordinary" for Mary and Joseph, or anyone. The entire world had
to now fit around this new reality in the birth of Jesus. Do you think that Zechariah and Elizabeth led an ordinary life after the
Visitation? Did Simeon and Anna leave the temple that day, assuming the Presentation to be a mere return to the ordinary? Of
course not! The birth of Christ changed their lives forever. They each became part of a community of celebration, a community
built on the hope that was manifested within their reality. The foundation of this community was the Incarnation, a hope now
fulfilled, in the One who is the assurance of all things hoped for! 
    The liturgical color green in Ordinary Time reminds us that this season is not a season of stagnant, common being. Instead, it is
a season of dynamic, extraordinary growth, it is a season of becoming! That growth is the seed of hope in the Incarnation, watered
by the anticipation of Advent, and in full bloom after the Nativity of our Lord. Now, that bloom both grows and matures, as we
prepare for the necessary pruning of Lent! The only way that we can truly find rest in this ordinary season is to continuously wrap
our hearts in the unordinary truths of Christmas, like a blanket comforting us on the way to the Cross during Lent! 
    If we look at the periods of Ordinary Time in this way, we realize that the time spent in the ordinary green pastures helps to
make the seasons of penance and gladness that much more fruitful when it is used as essential fuel meant for gratitude, for
endurance, and for a steady journey. This is not "ordinary" time in the sense that we understand this word. Instead, it's a time to
make the common day to day life bright in the reflection of God becoming man, dwelling among us, and forever changing
everything!  God Love You!
Rev. Father Frederick D. Fraini, III

 

Pro Life Events 
   Join us for a Pro-Life Morning of Reflection with Msgr. James Moroney on Sat.,
Jan.15th from 10 a.m. –11a.m. at the Cathedral of St. Paul, 38 High St., Worcester. 
 The 9 Days of Life novena begins nationwide from January 19th -27th. Finally, 
 January 22nd is designated as a Day of Prayer for the Legal Protection of Unborn
Human Life in the Dioceses throughout the United States. There are several
resources available at https://namartyrsauburn.org/news/day-of-prayer-for-legal-
protection-of-unborn-children-jan-22nd along with Bishop McManus' letter.  



Scott McDonald Plumbing & Heating


