
July 3, 2022 |     Fourteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time
North American Martyrs Church

BAPTISMS:  Please contact the parish office for asisstance or visit https://namartyrsauburn.org/baptism for detailed
information and to obtain the Godparent Baptismal Testimony Form.  
MARRIAGE:  Contact the parish office at least 1 year in advance of the wedding date to make arrangements.
ANOINTING OF THE SICK: If you have family members who are ill, anticipating surgery or weakened because
of prolonged illness or advanced age, contact the parish office for assistance. 
CONFESSIONS: Saturday 3 - 3:45PM or by appointment in the church.   
COMMUNION CALLS: Parishioners who are sick or disabled may call the parish office to arrange for the Holy
Eucharist to be brought to them at home.   

OFFICE STAFF
Susan Zammarelli, Secretary

Lisa Burkitt, Religious Ed. Director, Safe Environment Coordinator

8 Wyoma Dr. Auburn, MA 01501 |  www.namartyrsauburn.org  | 508 - 798- 8779

PASTOR
Rev. Frederick D. Fraini, III

Mass Schedule
Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Friday 7 a.m.|   Saturday  8 a.m.  and 4:30 p.m. (Vigil)  |  Sunday 8:30 a.m.  and 10:30 a.m.

Rectory Office Hours 
Tuesday & Wednesday  12:30 p.m. -4:30 p.m.  

Thursday  8 a.m. - 12 p.m. 

Religious Ed Office Hours  
Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Friday  9:00 a.m. -2:00 p.m.  

508-798-0612



~Mass Intentions~

                                On Sunday, June 26th, 2022, Fr. Fraini              
                               baptized three baby girls at North
American Martyrs parish.  Congratulations to:
    Maeve Jones Drummond, daughter of Robert and Lauren
Drummond and her Godparents are Jason Moutinno and
Andrea Mott. 
     Maeve Elizabeth Gregoire, daughter of Jereme and
Danielle Gregoire and her Godparents are Joshua Gregoire
and Allison Bigelow
     Paisley St. Pierre, daughter of Lee St. Pierre and Allison
Bigelow and her Godparents are David Brosnahan and
Danielle Gregoire

 

SATURDAY, JULY 2ND ~ SAINT OLIVER PLUNKETT
8:00a.m. Doris Cardwell by the Buteau Family 
4:30p.m. Robert Paulsen by His Family 
SUNDAY, JULY 3RD ~ SAINT THOMAS
8:30a.m. James Sullivan by Peter and Maureen Morse 
10:30a.m. Robert Riel Sr. by His Family 
MONDAY, JULY 4TH~ ST. ELIZABETH OF PORTUGAL
7:00a.m. Salvatore Zammarelli by His Family 
TUESDAY, JULY 5TH ~  SAINT ANTHONY ZACCARIA
7:00a.m. Francis P. Falvey 
WEDNESDAY, JULY 6TH  ~ SAINT MARIA GORETTI
7:00a.m. Andrew N. Boucher 
FRIDAY, JULY 8TH ~ ST. GREGORY GRASSI &
COMPANIONS
7:00a.m. Joseph DiCarlo 
SATURDAY, JULY 9TH ST. AUGUSTINE ZHAO RONG
& COMPANIONS
8:00a.m. Marie Simpson Anniversary Mass by Family 
4:30p.m. Marjorie Thomas by David Dumais 
SUNDAY, JULY 10TH ~ SAINT VERONICA GIULIANI
8:30a.m. Special Intention by Melissa Carpenter 
10:30a.m. John Burke by David Sweeney 

 

~Baptisms ~

~Calling All Crafters~

~Vacation Bible School 
Registration is Open!~

   North American Martyrs and St. Joseph's, Auburn will co-
host a Vacation Bible School for children in Grades 1-5 from
July 25th-29th.  We will be splitting our time between the two
parishes and a complete schedule will be provided once your
child is enrolled. This is not a substitution for Religious Ed, but
a wonderful addition to bring together the children from both
parishes to learn about God and have fun!  The fee is $40 per
child with $100 for families of 3 or more plus the online
processing fee. Visit https://namartyrsauburn.org/vacation-
bible-school-registration for details and registration.
Questions? Contact Lisa at lburkitt@namartyrsauburn.org

    North American Martyrs will host the Countdown to
Christmas Craft Fair on Saturday, November 5th, 2022 from 9
a.m.- 3:30 p.m. in the Parish Hall. 
   The rental fee for one table space is $35 plus one item for raffle
(retail value of at least $25).  For two adjacent table spaces, the
fee is $50 plus one item for raffle (retail value of at least $35).
Applications and guidelines for vendors can be found at
https://namartyrsauburn.org/vendor-application or at the
entrances of the church.  
 Contact Liz Rossi at erossi@namartyrsauburn.org for
information. We look forward to seeing you there!

We took our freedoms for granted,
    and turned our backs on God.
While our Constitution we no longer Honored,
    nor the soldiers who lost so much.
We need to work together
    as One Nation Under God.
Unless Respect returns for what is
    Right and True,
There may never be Freedom again,
    For the Red, White and Blue.
By Christ's Hand,

 

A Parishioner of North American Martyrs Parish 

~America, Wake UP!~

~From the Pastor's Desk~
   On July 4, 1776, in the midst of the American Revolution, the
Continental Congress meeting in Philadelphia courageously
declared the thirteen colonies independent from Great Britain.
Today, 239 years later, we celebrate this Declaration. With all
our fellow Americans, we celebrate our freedom on this
Independence Day, the Fourth of July. As Catholics, we
especially pray for religious liberty.
    Many of the colonists who came to America in the 17th and
18th centuries were fleeing religious persecution. Like the
Puritans and Quakers, Catholics came to America to escape
persecution. English and Irish Catholics first settled in
Maryland since the first Baron of Baltimore, George Calvert,
and his brother Leonard, who were Catholics, had founded
Maryland as a haven for persecuted Christians. Catholics and
Protestants lived peacefully side by side in Maryland. The
famous Act of Toleration of 1649 guaranteed religious liberty.
However, in 1654, when Puritans took over the governance of
Maryland, the Act of Toleration was repealed and Catholics
were outlawed. Maryland joined the other colonies in enacting
the English penal laws that restricted the freedom of Catholics:
the denial of the right to vote or to hold public office, the
prohibition of public worship, and even the imprisonment of
priests. The penal laws against Catholics were in force with
different levels of severity in the colonies for over a century.
Pennsylvania was somewhat an exception, thanks to the
religious tolerance of William Penn and the Quakers.
    By the time of the American Revolution, the number of
Catholics in the thirteen colonies was rather small: about 25,000
among 2 ½ million colonists. For over a century, the small body
of Catholics in the thirteen colonies had clung to their religious
faith despite active persecution and denial of their civil rights.
They supported the American Revolution with the hope that
independence from Britain would bring them greater religious
liberty in the new republic.
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Safe Environment Notice:  Our parish follows the guidelines of the national charter for the protection of children & young people approved by the US Bishops & Diocese of Worcester policies. If you have been abused or
victimized by someone representing the Catholic Church, please believe in the possibility for hope and help and healing.  Contact Judith Audette, L.I.C.S.W., Victim Services Coordinator.  A report can be made by phone to 508-
929-4363 (a 24 hour confidential voicemail is available.)  

    American Catholics, including Father John Carroll, who in 1790 would become the first Catholic bishop in the United States, the first bishop
of Baltimore, received with great satisfaction the Constitution in 1787 and the Bill of Rights a couple years later, especially the First
Amendment and its definition of our first freedom: “Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of religion, or prohibiting the free
exercise thereof.” The First Amendment allowed Catholics the freedom to practice their faith, yet it did not eradicate the cultural anti-
Catholicism that persisted in sometimes vigorous form during the following century. Sadly, this persistent prejudice is still alive today,
especially among certain elites in academia, Hollywood, the media, and other influential molders of public opinion.
   Our concerns about religious liberty today are especially focused on a more general anti-religious cultural movement, rooted in secularism
and relativism, which seeks to limit the role of religion in public life. This was certainly not the intent of our founding fathers who recognized
the essential role of religion and the virtues it inspires in providing the foundation for the success of a democratic society. They believed in God
and the divine law. In the Declaration of Independence, they specifically referred to “the laws of nature and of nature’s God.” They were not
secularists and they were not moral relativists. They declared: “We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men are created equal, that they
are endowed by their Creator with certain unalienable rights, that among these are life, liberty and the pursuit of happiness.” At the end of the
Declaration, they affirmed their “firm reliance on the protection of Divine Providence” as they pledged to each other “their lives, their fortunes,
and their sacred honor.”
   Our founding fathers believed that religion, virtue, and morality based on the natural law were essential foundations for the success of the
American Experiment. In his farewell address, George Washington declared: “Of all the dispositions and habits which lead to political
prosperity, religion and morality are indispensable supports. In vain would that man claim the tribute of patriotism who should labor to subvert
these great pillars of human happiness.” John Adams wrote: “It is religion and morality alone which can establish the principles upon which
freedom can securely stand. Religion and virtue are the only foundations… of republicanism and of all free governments.” As Catholics, we
agree with this vision of our founding fathers. Pope Francis said something very similar in the following words: “When, in the name of an
ideology, there is an attempt to remove God from society, it ends up adoring idols, and very soon men and women lose their way, their dignity
is trampled and their rights violated.”
   The Catholic Church is at the forefront today in advocating and fighting for these indispensable supports of our nation and its freedom: for
example, in defending the right to life and the truth about marriage. We are responding to an aggressive secularism in our society. We are
standing up for our faith, to be sure. We are also standing up for the self-evident truths proclaimed by our founding fathers. We stand against
the subjectivism and relativism that seeks to sever freedom from its indispensable foundation in truth. We stand up for the freedom not only to
worship, but also to live our faith without government coercion to violate the sacred sanctuary of our conscience. Pope Francis says: “Religious
freedom is not only that of private thought or worship. It is the liberty to live, both privately and publicly, according to the ethical principles
resulting from found truth.” That is why we are very worried about being forced to cooperate with a redefinition of marriage that goes against
the natural order as established by God. Sadly, in today’s cultural climate, speaking and defending the truth about marriage often results in
unjust and false charges of bigotry. We can expect claims of discrimination for upholding what for millennia has been considered a self-evident
truth: that marriage by its nature is between one man and one woman. In all this public debate about these matters, notice that the often anti-
Catholic or anti-Christian bigotry of the Church’s critics and opponents is ignored.
   Jesus teaches us to render to Caesar what belongs to Caesar and to God what belongs to God. In the contemporary debate and struggle, we
seek to have the freedom to do so. This is part of our human dignity — not only to be free to worship God, but free to serve Him and others
through our schools, colleges, universities, hospitals, charities, and other institutions and to do so without compromising our faith and moral
convictions. There are many in our society who disagree with the teachings of the Catholic Church on various issues. They have the right to
disagree. But it is quite another matter to deny to us the right to live our faith and to conduct our lives, ministries, and works in accord with the
Church’s teachings. And rather than engaging in civil and respectful debate, critics and opponents of the Church will sometimes resort to
attacks that reveal the persistent anti-Catholic prejudice that for some reason is still deemed acceptable in our culture.
   On this Independence Day, as we pray for the protection of religious freedom in our nation, let us also remember in prayer the millions of our
brothers and sisters throughout the world who are persecuted and suffer injustices because of their faith. Not only are so many denied the right
to live their faith or the right to worship, so many Christians and other minorities, innocent individuals and communities, are subjected to
barbaric acts of violence, evicted from their homes and native lands, or sold as slaves. Some are killed, beheaded, crucified, or burned alive. It
is a great sacrilege that this evil is being done in the name of God. We are living in a new age of Christian martyrdom. May these present-day
martyrs inspire us by their faith and courage! Their suffering and death was not in vain: their lives bear eloquent witness to the love of Jesus
Christ.

~Collections  6/26/22~
Sunday Collections                                    $  3,433.00
Monthly Reno, Bulletin, Mass Intentions $     127.00      
Fuel, Ascension, Peter's Pence, Misc.       $      267.00
Online Donations                                      $      581.33 
Total:                                                         $ 4,408.33

~Kateri's Donations~
   Thank you for the donations to Kateri's
Kitchen. At this time, we need the following
items : Mayonnaise, Ketchup, Mustard,
Cookies, Crackers and Canned Fruits. Your
help is appreciated!

~Registration~
   Registrations for the 2022-2023
Religious Ed is ongoing. Please visit
our website or contact Lisa at
lburkitt@namartyrsauburn.org for
information.
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