
January 8, 2023  |   The Ephipany of the Lord

BAPTISMS:  Please contact the parish office for assistance or visit https://namartyrsauburn.org/baptism for detailed
information and to obtain the Godparent Baptismal Testimony Form.  

MARRIAGE:  Contact the parish office at least 1 year in advance of the wedding date to make arrangements.

ANOINTING OF THE SICK: If you have family members who are ill, anticipating surgery or weakened because of
prolonged illness or advanced age, contact the parish office for assistance. 

CONFESSIONS: Saturday 3 - 3:45p.m. or by appointment in the church.   

COMMUNION CALLS: Parishioners who are sick or disabled may call the parish office to arrange for the Holy
Eucharist to be brought to them at home.   

OFFICE STAFF
Susan Zammarelli, Secretary

Lisa Burkitt, Religious Ed. Director, Safe
Environment Coordinator

8 Wyoma Dr. Auburn, MA 01501 |  www.namartyrsauburn.org  | 508 - 798- 8779

PASTOR
Rev. Frederick D. Fraini, III

MASS SCHEDULE
Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Friday 7 a.m.|   Saturday  8 a.m.  and 4:30 p.m. (Vigil)  |  Sunday 8:30 a.m.  and 10:30 a.m.

North American Martyrs Church



~Mass Intentions~

 

SATURDAY, JANUARY 7TH - ST. RAYMOND OF PENAFORT 
8:00 a.m.   Robert Cicio birthday remembrance by his family
4:30 p.m.   Rose Greenwood by Melanie and Brian Binnall 
SUNDAY, JANUARY 8TH - THE EPIPHANY OF THE LORD
8:30 a.m.   Judith Ann Cox 17th Anniversary by her family 
10:30a.m.  Deceased members of Thomas and Marcelonis families 
by Heidi and John Worster 
MONDAY, JANUARY 9TH -  ST. ADRIAN OF CANTERBURY
7:00 A.M.  Jodi Niepokoyczycki by Bill Sipos
TUESDAY, JANUARY 10TH -  SAINT GREGORY OF NYSSA
7:00 a.m.  Edward J. Hanam by the Lindberg Family
WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 11TH -  BLESSED WILLIAM
CARTER
7:00 a.m. Richard Sarkissian by a neighbor 
FRIDAY: JANUARY 13TH - SAINT HILARY OF POITIERS
7:00 a.m.  James Brennan Birthday Remembrance by the Brennan
Family
SATURDAY: JANUARY 14TH -  ST. GREGORY NAZIANZEN
8:00 a.m.  Jackie O'Brien by Lindberg Family
4:30 p.m.  Celeste Nickerson by the Nickerson Family 
SUNDAY: JANUARY 15TH -  ST. DEVASAHAYAM PILLAI
8:30 a.m.   Martin D. Patton  by Vaitkunas Family
10:30 a.m.   Daniel A. Kessler 

    Kayla Bowes, Michele Burke-Pellegrini, Louie Costagna, Dean
Michael Collins, Shirley Connor, Ted Cook, Christine Cote, Gail
Craig, Patricia Darrah, Jacob DeCarolis, Kevin Dobson, Elaine
Doherty, Sadie Dutton, Paul Dyke, Raymond Fluet, Connie Flynn,
Joan Fouhy, Bob Fuller, Suzanne Gird, Lori Girouard, Therese
Gosland, Deacon Jim Graves, Ed Handlin, Mary Hannon, Robert
Hehir, Ronald Jablanski, Elijah Johnson, Kim Johnson, Maureen
Jomes, Edward LaConto, Jean LaConto, Larry, Donna and
Michael Langevin, Roger and Rosalie LaCroix, Alice Leduc, Peter
Letourneau, Richard Levansavich, Sr., Michael McGrail, Fr.
Anthony Mullaney, Max Mullen, Gary Nickerson, Mary Lou
Paulli, Peggy Patenaude, Kaisse Pinard, John Power, Theresa
Power, Anthony Real, Edward J. Rutkowski, Joseph Sbrogna,
Raymond Scanlon, Kathy Stasiatis, Scott Staruk, David Tatro, and
Bonnie Turner. For all the men and women serving in our
country’s military.

~Let Us Pray For~
   Please take a moment to review our parish prayer list to see if
any names should be added or removed.  Please contact Susan
in the rectory with your updates.

Sunday Collections                                    $  3.895.00
Monthly Reno, Bulletin Ad, Candles        $     130.00  
Kateri's Kitchen, Mass Intentions              $     265.00
Christmas ,Gift                                           $     965.00 
Share in the Care, Catholic University      $       60.00
Solemnity of Mary                                     $     621.00 
Online Donations                                       $  1,169.00
Total                                                           $ 7,105.00

~Weekend 1/1/2023~

Congratulations Heidi and John Worster!
~Lottery Tree Raffle Winner~

   We are hosting our first Light of the World Retreat! The
schedule is as follows

Friday, February 24th, 6:30p.m.-9:30p.m. 
Saturday, February 25th, 8a.m.-5:30p.m. 
Sunday, February 26th, 8:30a.m.-6p.m.

Monday, February 27th, 6:30a.m.-9p.m. 

   Registration forms and more information about the
retreat is available on our website.

~Parish Retreat~

~The Baptism of the Lord~
Dear Parish Family,
   I find it hard to comprehend that we already find
ourselves celebrating the Epiphany of the Lord! In my
own estimation, the season of Christmas has flown by
this year. On Monday, the worldwide Church will
celebrate the Baptism of the Lord, and with it, the
conclusion of the Christmas season. It's hard to believe
that next weekend in Church the decorations will be put
away and we will once again be in Ordinary Time.
   Many well-intentioned Catholics often wonder, "Why
was Jesus baptized?" He has already been "manifested"
as the Messiah, the Son of God at the Epiphany, and
Saint John the Evangelist tells us "in him there is no sin
(1 John 3:5)." Since our Lord certainly did not require
Saint John the Baptist's "baptism of repentance", what
does this event mean?
   Upon the passing of Pope Emeritus Benedict XVI, I
took the liberty of revisiting some of his masterful
writings, that will afford us all the opportunity to
understand this beautiful mystery even more. Narrated in
each of the four Gospels, the baptism of Jesus marks the
inauguration of His public ministry — His emergence
from a life of seeming obscurity into a life of growing
popularity on account of His preaching, miracles,
healings and proclamation of mercy and forgiveness.
   Jesus steps into the Jordan River and into His mission
of redemption through this public religious act. The
descent of the dove symbolizes the anointing of the Holy
Spirit, which Jesus receives as the Christ, Greek for “the
Anointed One.” This mark of divine blessing is
accompanied by the voice of the Father in heaven who
proclaims, “This is my beloved Son, with whom I am
well pleased” (Mt 3:17). 
   This mysterious utterance reveals Jesus as the Son of
God, the One sent from the Father to accomplish the
salvation of the human race. In this dramatic scene we
already grasp the identity and function of the Most
Blessed Trinity — we see the Father as the One who
begets and sends the Son to redeem the human race, the
Son as the obedient servant who accomplishes the will of
the Father, and the Holy Spirit as the Sanctifier who
empowers the mission of redemption.
  Already at the beginning of His ministry, Jesus’
fundamental identity is situated in this Trinitarian
relationship. In the early Church, the visit of the Magi,
the baptism of the Lord and the miracle at Cana together
constituted the meaning of Epiphany, for each of these
three events reveals, manifests and unveils who Jesus is.



 

   Drawing profound parallels between Jesus’ baptism and our own, we can see that, just as Jesus is revealed as the beloved Son at the
Jordan, so, too, we receive a new identity in baptism as adopted children of the Father. The fruit of Christ’s victory over the power of
sin and death is the divine invitation for us to share in the very life of the Trinity. Jesus Christ — namely, the Son — freely shares His
very nature with us through the transforming waters of baptism. At the moment of our spiritual rebirth in the font, the Father beholds us
with delight, exclaiming, “This is my beloved son, this is my beloved daughter with whom I am well pleased.” Christianity first and
foremost is about whom we have become in Christ before it is about what we do or how we act. This saving act of spiritual adoption
draws us into the very life of God and His merciful grace.
   In his book “Jesus of Nazareth,” our late Holy Father Pope Emeritus Benedict XVI insightfully offered another facet of the baptism of
the Lord. The baptismal action of John the Baptist was markedly different from any other religious rituals that had preceded it. The
baptism he offered the crowds that came from Jerusalem occurred only once, signifying a radical break from a former life of sin and a
new way of thinking and acting — all of which was framed by the imminent emergence of One greater than John who would “baptize
with fire.” The crowds responded to John’s baptism as a reaction to his fiery preaching against sin and the call to conversion.
   Pope Benedict saw Jesus’ baptism as an expression of His fundamental submission to the will of the Father and His complete
identification with sinners. By submersion in the waters of the Jordan, Jesus is publicly seen as one in need of repentance and
forgiveness himself, although He has no need of it in actuality. Jesus is already embracing the enormous weight of humanity’s
sinfulness, just as He will do again in a definitive and final way on the cross — labeled then as a criminal and blasphemer. The
mysterious events at the Jordan River already foreshadow the saving acts of Christ’s death and resurrection.
   Pope Benedict noted that the icons of the Eastern Church visualize this intrinsic connection between the baptism of the Lord and the
Paschal Mystery by depicting the waters of the Jordan “as a liquid tomb having the form of a dark cavern, which is in turn the
iconographic sign of Hades, the underworld, or hell.” Just as the Lord descends into the swirling waters of death at His baptism, He
goes down to the netherworld after His crucifixion to rescue the souls of lost humanity.
   In this downward descent, this complete identification with sinners, we grasp the radical humility of Jesus. He is the One who empties
himself, not clinging to His equality with God but becoming a slave for the sake of our salvation. This is so beautifully articulated in the
kenotic hymn of the second chapter of St. Paul’s Letter to the Philippians. God could have saved us in any manner that He chose, but
He seems to embrace the most difficult and arduous way — the path of Incarnation and accompaniment.
   Christianity is the only world religion that believes the omnipotent and mysterious God humbled himself to become one of His own
creatures, embracing the fullness of our humanity in order to redeem us from inside our own nature and condition. The Church has
never gotten over the wonder of this divine condescension. We celebrate the Word made flesh not only in the glory of Christmas, but in
the fullness of the liturgy, prayer and moral life of the Christian tradition.
   We can place the baptism of Christ into the total context of His humble identification with us, beginning with the eternal Second
Person of the Trinity assuming our flesh in the womb of the Virgin Mary and continuing with Jesus’ ministry to the sick and sinful, His
table fellowship with tax collectors, His loving conversations with people of ill repute, the vulnerability of the Eucharist — as Jesus
places himself completely at our disposal in the wondrous sacrament of His body and blood — and His doing the work of a slave during
the Last Supper foot-washing.
   The Cross of Christ becomes the sacred intersection of God’s redemptive mercy and our ancient curse of sin and death. Without ever
having sinned himself, Jesus embraces the consequences of our sin, which is death and alienation, and accepts a horrible death, filled
with pain and suffering. Wrapping himself in our sins, He lifts it all up to the Father as a radical offering — a complete holocaust of the
self. Executed as a criminal and a blasphemer, crucified outside the city gate as one seemingly cut off from God, Jesus seals His
identification with sinners in His own blood.
    How does the Father respond to this murder of His Son, this obedience even unto death? When the centurion pierces the side of
Christ, what flows out from the side of the crucified One? Not divine vengeance or wrath or retribution, but blood and water, symbols
of baptism and Eucharist — instruments of mercy, love, forgiveness and redemption. By accomplishing the saving deed of our salvation
through His death and resurrection, Jesus himself becomes the baptismal fountain of the New Covenant.
   In Christian baptism, we become adopted children of the Father, members of the Church, the Body of Christ, and temples of the Holy
Spirit. Baptism washes away our original sin and claims us for the kingdom of God. Through this saving sacrament, God fills us with
sanctifying grace, with the fullness of the Trinitarian life. To understand the meaning and implications of our baptism is to
fundamentally grasp our identity, vocation and mission as disciples of the Lord Jesus and members of the household of God.
   In Jesus’ baptism in the Jordan, we see Him anointed by the Holy Spirit as the Christ, we hear the Father proclaim His fundamental
identity as the beloved Son, and we perceive Jesus’ mission as one of humility, a self-emptying love and sacrificial identification with
everything in us that was lost, broken and dead.
   We spend time and energy seeking a lost object to the extent that we value it. I will spend much more time looking for my wallet,
keys, or cellphone than I will a lost sock. How infinitely valuable we must be to the Lord God that He sent His own Son to seek and
save us in the valley of death! 

A Blessed New Year, Everyone!   Rev. Father Frederick D. Fraini, III 
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