
February 5, 2023   |   Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time

BAPTISMS:  Please contact the parish office for assistance or visit https://namartyrsauburn.org/baptism for detailed
information and to obtain the Godparent Baptismal Testimony Form.  

MARRIAGE:  Contact the parish office at least 1 year in advance of the wedding date to make arrangements.

ANOINTING OF THE SICK: If you have family members who are ill, anticipating surgery or weakened because of
prolonged illness or advanced age, contact the parish office for assistance. 

CONFESSIONS: Saturday 3 - 3:45p.m. or by appointment in the church.   

COMMUNION CALLS: Parishioners who are sick or disabled may call the parish office to arrange for the Holy
Eucharist to be brought to them at home.   

OFFICE STAFF
Susan Zammarelli, Secretary

Lisa Burkitt, Religious Ed. Director, Safe
Environment Coordinator

8 Wyoma Dr. Auburn, MA 01501 |  www.namartyrsauburn.org  | 508 - 798- 8779

PASTOR
Rev. Frederick D. Fraini, III

MASS SCHEDULE
Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Friday 7 a.m.|   Saturday  8 a.m.  and 4:30 p.m. (Vigil)  |  Sunday 8:30 a.m.  and 10:30 a.m.

North American Martyrs Church

Rectory Office Hours 
Tuesday & Wednesday  12:30 p.m. -4:30 p.m.  

Thursday  8 a.m. - 12 p.m. 

Religious Ed Office Hours  
Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Friday  

9:00 a.m. -2:00 p.m.  
508-798-0612



~Religious Ed Class Schedule~
February 5th 
Grades 1-5: 9:30a.m.-10:15a.m. & 11:30a.m.-12:15p.m.
Grades 6-8: 5p.m.-6:30p.m. 
Grades 9-10: 6:30p.m.-8p.m.

February 12th
Grades 1-5: 9:30a.m.-10:15a.m. & 11:30a.m.-12:15p.m.
Grades 6-10: No Class

February 19th  - No Classes

~Mass Intentions~

 

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 4TH -ST. JOSEPH OF LEONISSA
8:00a.m. Jackie O'Brien by Lindberg Family 
4:30p.m. Emil Sipos by Bill Sipos
SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 5TH - SAINT AGATHA
8:30a.m. Arthur and Rita Lindberg by Lindberg Family 
10:30a.m. Janine Beckwith by Her Family 
MONDAY, FEBRUARY 6TH -  ST. PAUL MIKI AND
COMPANIONS
7:00a.m. Rev. Robert E. Gariepy
TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 7TH - SAINT COLETTE
7:00a.m. Rev. Rinaldo Damian 
WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 8TH - SAINT JOSEPHINE
BAKHITA
7:00a.m. Rev. Thomas B. Fleming 
FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 10TH - SAINT SCHOLASTICA
7:00a.m. Edward J. Hanam by Lindberg Family 
SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 11TH - OUR LADY OF LOURDES
8:00a.m. Winnie King 1st Anniversary by Her Husband Vinny King
4:30p.m. Sandra Hehir Five Year Anniversary by Bobby and
Colleen Nickerson
SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 12TH - SAINT APPOLLONIA
8:30a.m. Roberta Noel by Her Family 
10:30a.m. Dorothy VanKeuren by Carol Fraini 

David and Pat Faucher, Raymond Fluet, Connie Flynn, Joan Fouhy,
Bob Fuller, Suzanne Gird, Lori Girouard, Therese Gosland, Deacon
Jim Graves, Ed Handlin, Mary Hannon, Robert Hehir, Ronald
Jablanski, Elijah Johnson, Kim Johnson, Maureen Jomes, Edward
LaConto, Jean LaConto, Larry, Donna and Michael Langevin,
Roger and Rosalie LaCroix, Alice Leduc, Peter Letourneau, Richard
Levansavich, Sr., Audrey-Lynn Marron, Bill Martin, Michael
McGrail, Fr. Anthony Mullaney, Max Mullen, Gary Nickerson,
Mary Lou Paulli, Peggy Patenaude, Kaisse Pinard, John Power,
Theresa Power, Anthony Real, Edward J. Rutkowski, Joseph
Sbrogna, Raymond Scanlon, Kathy Stasiatis, Scott Staruk, David
Tatro, and Bonnie Turner. For all the men and women serving in our
country’s military.

~Let Us Pray For~

What Can I Give
Up for Lent  

  Do you find yourself asking, “I never know what to
give up for Lent.”  Or are you on  “Lent Autopilot”
and give up the same thing as last year. And two
years ago. And probably every year going forward?  
  Pope Francis challenges us in “learning to change
our attitude towards others and all of creation,
turning away from the temptation to ‘devour’
everything to satisfy our voracity and being ready to
suffer for love, which can fill the emptiness of our
hearts.”  Spend some time to consider how to make
the most of your Lenten experience this year. And
here are some ideas...
DONATE THREE THINGS EACH DAY:  Donate
three pieces of clothing, three toys, three blankets,
three books or three cans of food. Can't find three
things to donate for forty days? Substitute it with
giving a compliment to three strangers a day or leave
a 30% tip to your server on your next meal.
ONLINE SHOPPING:  The next time you're
tempted to place an impulsive order online, think
about if it's something you really need. Keep the
items in your shopping cart for a couple of days,
then make a decision. Chances are, you can go
without it — for Lent, at least!
STREAMING SERVICES:  Can you go 40 days
without Netflix, Hulu, Disney+, Amazon Prime or
HBO Max? Log out of your streaming services on
your devices. You'll be surprised how much extra
time you have at the end of the day. 
USING YOUR PHONE:  Two simple steps this
Lent. (1) When you wake up, don't look at your
phone for an hour. If you use your phone as an
alarm, buy an alarm clock and charge your phone
overnight in another room. (2) Do you mindlessly
scroll through your phone during meals, in meetings
or while out with friends?  Put it in a drawer, leave it
in the car or your bag! You may enjoy your meals
and friends even more!  Let them see you are paying
attention to them, not your phone.
COMPLAINING: Avoid unnecessary complaining
during Lent. Instead of looking for instances to
complain about, start searching for what you are
thankful for!
   Next week, there will be more ideas for you to
consider! 

  Our Lenten retreat is quickly approaching! The retreat is
free! Breakfast, lunch and snacks are provided throughout
the days. For infomation contact Lisa at 508-798-0612 or
to register visit https://namartyrsauburn.org/light-of-the-
world-retreat-1.  

Kayla Bowes, Michele Burke-Pellegrini, Louie
Costagna, Frank Cole Dean Michael Collins,
Shirley Connor, Ted Cook, Christine Cote, Gail
Craig, Patricia Darrah, Jacob DeCarolis, Kevin
Dobson, Elaine Doherty, Sadie Dutton, Paul Dyke

  Join us following the 8:30a.m. and 10:30a.m. Masses
for Coffee and Donuts! All are welcome! 

~Coffee and Donuts~

   Enter to win our Valentines' Day Dinner Raffle! Want a quiet
dinner at home, but don't want to cook? Enter to win dinner for 2
from Catering By Christopher and some other great treats! Tickets
are $5 and will be on sale after all Masses this weekend or contact
Lisa at 508-798-0612 or  lburkitt@namartyrsauburn.org

~Valentine's Day Dinner Raffle~

~Weekend Collections 1/29/2023~
Sunday Collections                                              $ 4,968.00
Monthly Reno, Mass Intentions, Candles, Misc. $      80.00
Donation - Legacy of Hope                                  $ 4,408.67     
Donation - Knights of Columbus                         $ 7,500.00
Online Donations                                                 $    294.00   
Online Donations - Monthly Reno                       $     20.00
Total                                                                    $17,270.67

https://email-mg.flocknote.com/c/eJwVjjsOwjAQBU8Td47WH7x24SINFXAH408S4cTILELcniC9ajTSvOyFQWUtWu1Y8iiURM1WL0EqEMIIcwJtxwzGRkw6QAHAZAcNpbb42BvlMbaNLT7eVTToXNLGnEyGKJzDoIpEpWOJiVW_ED1fg5oGeT62hy10-vZXeN_ffR9bnw9a13kh3gqnJfNP6zXxnqnnQFyw7i-H-liJbtP1-DBvYa3__g_CUzzx


 

   In No Greater Love, You Will Experience
the Unconditional Love Christ Has for You?  

~ Lenten Bible Study - February 22nd  ~
  Are you or someone you know a stay at home parent,
grandparent, caregiver? Join us on February 14th from 10-
11am in the church hall as we kick off Tuesday with the
Saints! We will have story time, crafts and more. On the
14th we will be learning about St. Valentine! All ages are
welcome! A caregiver must be present at all times.  

~Tuesday's With the Saints! ~

No Greater Love is a six week Bible study
program that begins Wednesday, February
22nd at 6pm. For information or to register
contact Lisa at 508-798-0612 or
lburkitt@namartyrsauburn.org.

Why does God permit Evil in the World?
Dear Parish Family,
    In the wake of such news headlines as mass shootings, a local mother who seemingly lost her mind and murdered her three
innocent children, and the death of a young man from Memphis, Tennessee due to sheer brutality, the above question is a valid one
which many souls have contemplated for ages. However, suffering is not just a problem to be solved, it is a mystery to be endured
in union with God incarnate, who "suffered death and was buried, and rose again on the third day."
    Why do bad people always appear to prosper, while the good people are made to suffer? This question, my friends, is as old as
the Book of Job itself. In the mind and heart of a disbelieving world, a just God could not possibly acquit Himself of the charges
they claim against Him. 
    Their disbelieving charges are as follows: If God is all good, then obviously He would wish to rid the world of evil, and if His
powers were equal to His goodness, the He would surely have eradicated evil by now. However, the world that God made remains
a fallen and unjust place, engulfed by the flames of malice and deceit. Perhaps then, they claim, God is not possessed of both the
goodness and power we naively ascribe to Him. Perhaps, they also assume, maybe God is more like us than we think, He simply
cannot escape the limitations of weak and wayward mankind. 
    Or, most abominable of all, they claim that God Himself is altogether malevolent. They place Him on a far greater scale than
say, Hitler or Stalin, but nonetheless assume He must be consumed with a hatred for the human race. In essence, they
sacrilegiously claim that God is Himself demonic. It reminds me of the passage from Matthew's Gospel that we heard some days
ago at daily Mass: "But when the Pharisees heard it, they said, "This Man does not cast out demons, except by Beelzebub the ruler
of the demons." Matthew 12:24. 
    Herein lies Theodicy, which is the attempt, whereby the friends of God, try to vindicate Him from the charge that He is
somehow complicit in the evils that mark the world He created. Evils cannot be assuaged by merely attempting to talk through
them. For example, when a child is diagnosed with a terminal disease, the pain will not go away because the family had the
opportunity to speak with a celebrity talk show host who has a degree in psychology. 
    Therefore, it would seem as if God needs to answer a pretty tough question. I imagine Adam and Eve were the first to pose such
a question, after their fall, when death and judgement brought them face to face with the stark reality of the consequence of original
sin. Perhaps they asked: "Why did you allow our son Abel to be murdered by his brother Cain?" Not understanding of course, that
the same question could be asked in an entirely different way, namely: "Why, God did you allow your Son to suffer and die, to be
murdered by His brothers?" 
    Perhaps their rationale, much like the unbelieving world, would propose that if God were really good, then certainly He could
have figured out a way to spare His own Son, not to mention the rest of us whom He appears to have abandoned in the same
precarious, nonchalant way. Then, assuming God's powers are equal to His goodness, why then is Jesus left condemned to die a
horrific, torturous death? 
    In the book, Crossing the Threshold of Hope, there is a chapter where Pope Saint John Paul, II is asking precisely the same
question: "Why is there so much evil in the world?" In fact, he reminds us, people of every age, including followers of Christ, that
we have been haunted by this question. How can one trust in a God, he asks, "who is suppose to be a merciful Father, indeed who
reveals Himself as Love itself, where suffering, injustice, sickness, and death itself seem to dominate history and the world?"
    In short, there is no answer to that question, argues Pope Saint John, II, so long as pain and suffering are seen as a problem to be
solved, and not as a mystery to be endured. A mystery, moreover, whose entire resolution turns on the pierced and crucified Christ,
who did not come to rid the world of its pain, but instead to enter into it so deeply as to become the true owner of it, in order to thus
redeem it. Not from above by way of intellectual edict, but from within and below by way of existential engagement. 
   If God were sheer omnipotence alone, then He need hardly justify Himself to anyone. But the truth is, God is more than power
and might. He is Perfect Love, which aims to endear itself to the beloved, who stands in constant and abject need of love, and
grants such ministrations of love as to become Mercy Himself. In other words, He is no stranger to our suffering. As I mentioned
last week in my homily, the human losses we bear are the burdens that He bears too, having freely chosen in perfect meekness,
incomprehensible love, to shoulder them to Himself on the Cross. 
   Remember, the Gospel of Matthew begins with Emmanuel, God-With-Us. We are never alone with our pain; our anguish need
never to be borne in solitude. He is there to carry it with and for us. Then, to raise us high above it through, with, and in Him, thus
infusing us with lasting hope, perfect peace, and eternal happiness forever! 
God Love You!   Fr. Fraini

mailto:LBurkitt@namartyrsauburn.org
mailto:LBurkitt@namartyrsauburn.org


ADVERTISE HERE

Sell Me Your 
Comic Books   

CALL JOE 
508 450 6003

Established 1988
314 Central Street, Leominster, MA 

www.cristinas.net    978 534 0849

Security Camera Installation
"We Help Make Your Home Safe"

3 Camera Install Starting@$500
Call Matt Fournier  774-314-7611

***Attention Pet and Farm Owners***
Dog Walking and Pet Sitting, Exotic Pets and Small

Farm Animals   7+ Years Experience  
Rates Start @$15/hr    Call Matt 774-314-7611


