
North American Martyrs Church
December 24, 2023  Forth Sunday of Advent

PASTOR
Rev. Frederick D. Fraini, III

OFFICE STAFF
Lisa Burkitt

Mass Schedule 
Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, & Friday 7 a.m. Saturday 8 a.m. and 4:30 p.m. (Vigil) Sunday 8:30 a.m. and 10:30 a.m.

Parish Office 
The parish office is located in the Church Hall and open Monday -Friday 9 am-2:30 pm

BAPTISMS
Please contact the parish office for assistance or visit https://namartyrsauburn.org/baptism for detailed

information and to obtain the Godparent Baptismal Testimony Form

MARRIAGE
 Contact the parish office at least one year in advance of the wedding date to make arrangements

ANOINTING OF THE SICK
If you have family members who are ill, anticipating surgery, or weakened because of prolonged

illness or advanced age, contact the parish office for assistance

COMMUNION CALLS
 Parishioners who are sick or disabled may call the parish office to arrange for the 

Holy Eucharist to be brought to them at home

CONFESSIONS
 Saturday 3 - 3:45 p.m. or by appointment

8 Wyoma Dr. Auburn, MA 01501 | www.namartyrsauburn.org | 508 - 798- 8779

Merry Christmas



Let Us Pray

Mass Intentions
 Saturday, December 23rd, Saint John of Kanty

8:00 am Father Lee Gross
4:30 pm Deceased members of Sheeran, White and Foley 

Family by their family 
Sunday, December 24th, Fourth Sunday of Advent
8:30am Bette Dunn by Pat and Patty Ann Fennell

10:30am Raymond Fluet by his family 
Sunday, December 24th, Christmas Eve

4pm Kathy Stasaitis and Arthur Carter by Paul Stasaitis
Midnight Dorothy Van Keuren by family 

Monday, December 25th, The Nativity of the Lord 
8am Patricia Sweeney by her family 

Tuesday, December 26th St. Stephen, The First Martyr
No Mass

Wednesday, December 27th, St. John, Apostle & Evangelist
7:00am Rachel A. Foley by Mom & Dad

Friday, December 29th, Saint Thomas Becket
7:00am John MacLeod by Corey Roy
Saturday, December 30th, Saint Egwin

8:00 am Betty Paulsen, by Pauline Belair 
4:30pm Sharlyn Kerbel, Birthday Remembrance 

by her husband and daughters
Sunday, December 31st The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary & Joseph

8:30 am Dorothy & Charles Sylvestre by Mark Binnall
10:30am Giuseppina Gala by Deacon Tom & Tara Marshall

Safe Environment Notice:  Our parish follows the guidelines of the national charter for the protection of children & young people approved by the 
US Bishops & Diocese of Worcester policies. If you have been abused or victimized by someone representing the Catholic Church, please believe in the possibility for hope and help and healing.

Contact Judith Audette, L.I.C.S.W., Victim Services Coordinator. A report can be made by phone to 508-929-4363 (a 24 hour confidential voicemail is available.)

Ava Blazis, Kayla Bowes, Eric Baumgarten, Michele Burke-Pellegrini, Louie Costagna,
Frank Cole, Shirley Connor, Christine Cote, Isabelle Couture, Gail Craig, Brianna
Croteau, Patricia Darrah, Jacob DeCarolis, Derosas Family, Ellie Devereaux, Kevin
Dobson, Elaine Doherty, Sadie Dutton, Paul Dyke, David and Pat Faucher, Connie

Flynn, Joan Fouhy, Bob Fuller, Suzanne Gird, Lori Girouard, Therese Gosselin, Deacon
Jim Graves, Jim Groves, Mary Hannon, Robert Hehir, Elijah Johnson, Kim Johnson,
Maureen Jomes, Edward LaConto, Jean LaConto, Roger and Rosalie LaCroix, Larry,
Donna and Michael Langevin, Paige Lariviere, Alice Leduc, Peter Letourneau, Richard
Levansavich, Sr., Audrey-Lynn Marron, Bill Martin, Michael McGrail, Sue Morizzo,

Max Mullen, Gary Nickerson, Mary Lou Paulli, Peggy Patenaude, Kaisse Pinard, John
Power, Theresa Power, Anthony Real, Edward J. Rutkowski, Joseph Sbrogna, Raymond

Scanlon, Scott Staruk, David Tatro, Jake Thibeault, David Toomey, Bonnie Turner,
Michael Young and Lucille Zammarelli. 

For all the men and women serving in our country’s military.

2024 Calendars 

are available

 in the church while they last!   

Thank you! 
We would like to extend  our deepest gratitude to all

those who donated to this year’s Giving Tree.  
What a fitting tribute to Betty Paulsen, who organized
the Giving Tree here at North American Martyrs for 35
years and passed away on December 5th.  Oremus pro

invicem!  Let us pray for one another, Betty!   

A very special thank you! 
To all the children who participated in this year’s

Christmas Pageant!  
What a wonderful treat for all who attended.  

A special thank you to Heidi Worster, who  directed our
pageant, our 9th and 10th grade who assisted and all the

parents who helped make it a success! 



Dear Parish Family,

The first scripture reading during the Christmas Mass at midnight, taken from Isaiah the prophet, proclaims,
“The people who walk in darkness have seen a great light; upon those who dwell in the land of gloom a
light has shone. … For a child is born to us, a son is given us; upon his shoulder dominion rests. They name
him Wonder-Counselor, God-Hero, Father-Forever, Prince of Peace.”(Isaiah 9:1,5)
Isaiah’s God-given task was to guide Judah through one of the most critical periods of her history. While the
shadow of her neighbor’s conquest lay menacingly over the land, the spiritual crisis of Judah was even
more serious than the threat of physical destruction. No one spoke more forthrightly than Isaiah in his
denunciation of Judah’s pride, self-indulgence, and callous injustice toward the poor.
Yet, despite the reality of Judah’s immersion in the darkness of sin, Isaiah always proclaimed that God
would never abandon his people. Instead, he would raise up a faithful remnant and restore the nation
through One who would rule with mercy, justice and peace.
The promise of Isaiah is fulfilled in the Christmas event. Indeed, the very first spoken words recorded in
Saint Luke’s Gospel as the evangelist chronicles this defining moment in salvation history are words of
consolation and hope shared with poor shepherds who represent a broken, suffering people. “Do not be
afraid. … A savior has been born for you who is Christ and Lord.”(Luke 2:10,11)
My friends, we need to sear these words into our hearts and to trust in the goodness and power of God
today, more than ever. In so many respects, we’re not at all unlike the shepherds of Bethlehem or the
people of Judah to whom Isaiah was sent. For all that we have been given in life – for all that we’ve
accomplished as individuals and as a people – and for all that we dream and hope to experience for
ourselves and those we love, we need the assurance of knowing that we are loved, that our lives matter,
and that we have nothing to fear.
For as blessed as we are with God’s magnificent gift of life, our world has become a frightening and
disappointing place. Random acts of violence are all too common in schools, entertainment venues and
even in houses of worship. Life is still sadly disregarded, especially in the unborn, the poor, disabled and
elderly. Immigrants and refugees seeking a better life are forced to the margins of society by discrimination,
bigotry and hatred. And our Church has been robbed of so much of its beauty and promise by many of its
very own leaders.
Sadly, not unlike the initial response of the shepherds in Saint Luke’s Christmas Gospel, it seems that we do
have much to fear from a world that seems to have gone awry. But for those of us who seek a way forward
and who are wise enough to look at life with eyes of faith, the Word of God spoken by Isaiah the prophet
reminds us that God is faithful, even when we are not. And we will be delivered from the brokenness of our
world and our lives if only we place our trust in the Lord and walk in His ways.
A light has shone brightly in the midst of darkness. Jesus, our Savior, is among us and continues to walk our world
and to fill hearts with hope and peace. In reflecting upon the heart of the Christmas message, Pope Francis offered
these powerful words, “Let us set aside all fear and dread, for these do not befit men and women who are loved.
Instead, let us experience the joy of encountering that grace which transforms all things.”

My friends, thank you for embracing the good news of Jesus’ birth. Thank you for living his Gospel in your
generous service of one another – even and especially in challenging times. And thank you for your
openness to the merciful love of God, the only sure way to our salvation and peace.
With gratitude for the privilege of serving as your Pastor and with prayers for a holy and blessed Christmas
for you, your family and all you hold dear, I am

Rev. Father Frederick D. Fraini, III



Heidi Worster
Vice President

Phone: 508-752-1117                                          342 Shrewsbury Street 
Fax: 508-791-3144                                             Worcester, MA 01604
heidiwoo@accounting-solutions.com            www.cbspayrollservices.com

MA License #36172E

Insured       #22728-A

Durocher Electric
Residential Electrical Work

Master Electrician

Marc J. Durocher

508-864-1135, durocherelectric.com

durocherelectric995@gmail.com 

Member FDIC-Member DIF

Nicholas S. Lynch
NMLS#1408490

Mortgage Loan Originator
NLynch@web5.com

774-272-0694
Purchasing & Refinancing Your Home

greentechlandscape.net

Facebook: Green Tech, Auburn

Mike Sullivan

774-696-9491

 

Lawn Treatments, All Natural Tick
Control, Irrigation Service, Landscape

Lighting 

Licensed & Insured  BBB A+ Accredited

DAVID BARBALE 
ROOFING

Gutters & Repairs
Free Estimates: 508-248-6709

Auburn and Charlton, MA

10 Prospect Street
Auburn, MA 01501
www.chucks.com

Private Bereavement Lunches
Stephen Londregan

Basement Waterproofing
Paul Beauregard 

Crack repair & sump pumps 
508-944-0888

PBEAU52@charter.net
www.goldsealwaterproofing.com

www.brittonfuneralhomes.com

Britton Funeral Homes 
Two Locations:

91 Central Street, Auburn
648 Main Street, Shrewsbury

Golden Rule Home Care
Want to stay in your home?

We help with daily activities, like personal
care, meal prep, errands and transportation,

light housekeeping, caregiver respite 
John-Paul R. Plouffe, 508-769-6621

www.goldenrule.care

BELANGER 
PLASTERING & PAINTING

Fully Insured*Free Estimates
Residential*Commercial

Interior*Exterior
Michael 508-987-5510

Steven J. Robichaud, Sr.
Cell: 508-561-0880

Roofing * Siding * Windows
Decks* Painting * Kitchens  

Bathrooms * Additions
Licensed and Insured

SJR

Accounting  Taxes Payroll Bookkeeping Consulting Services
Heidi Worster-Vice President 

342 Shrewsbury Street Worcester, MA 01604
Phone: 508:753-3532 Fax: 508-791-3144

Email: heidiwoo@accounting-solutions.com
www.worcestertaxreturn.com

We Keep the Government's Hands Out of Your Pockets! 

Auburn Historical Society and Museum

Dedicated to the Education and Preservation of Town History

41 South Street Auburn     508-832-6856
Open Tuesday & Saturday 9:30-12:30 or by appointment 

www.auburnhistoricalmuseum.org
auburnmuseum@verizon.net 

O'Connell & O'Connell, P.C. 

Attorneys at Law

425 Pakachoag Street, Auburn 

Phone: 508-832-5872

Fax: 508-832-7167

      Pam Mills-Realtor
      508-579-4364

          www.reddoorrealtyma.com

pam.reddoorrealtyma@gmail.com

Paul Fullen
Realtor, Probate Specialist

Pricing Strategy Advisor
Century 21 XSELL REALTY

508-277-2650
Paulfullenrealestate@gmail.com

EMAIL BULLETIN@NAMARTYRSAUBURN.ORG

Advertise Your Business

mailto:pam.reddoorrealtyma@gmail.com
https://www.mlspin.com/office/century-21-xsell-realty/41a5e108-a642-453c-af30-29778308d1b8

