
North American Martyrs Church
February 25, 2024  Second Sunday of Lent

PASTOR
Rev. Frederick D. Fraini, III

OFFICE STAFF
Lisa Burkitt

Mass Schedule 
Monday-Friday 7 a.m. Saturday 8 a.m. &

4:30 p.m. (Vigil) 
Sunday 8:30 a.m. & 10:30 a.m.

Parish Office 
The parish office is located in the Church

Hall and open Monday -Friday
 9 am-2:30 pm

BAPTISMS
Please contact the parish office for

assistance or visit
https://namartyrsauburn.org/baptism 

for detailed
information and to obtain the Godparent

Baptismal Testimony Form

MARRIAGE
 Contact the parish office at least one year in

advance of the wedding date to make
arrangements

ANOINTING OF THE SICK
If you have family members who are ill,

anticipating surgery, or weakened because
of prolonged

illness or advanced age, contact the
 parish office for assistance

COMMUNION CALLS
 Parishioners who are sick or disabled may

call the parish office to arrange for the 
Holy Eucharist to be brought to 

them at home

CONFESSIONS
Mondays 6pm (during Lent)

 Saturday 3 - 3:45 p.m. or by appointment

8 Wyoma Dr. Auburn, MA 01501 | www.namartyrsauburn.org | 508 - 798- 8779



Mass Intentions
Saturday, February 24th, Blessed Luke Belludi

8:00am  Thomas Clancey
4:30pm Betty Paulsen by Mary Toomey

Sunday, February 25th, Second Sunday of Lent
8:30am Ginny Alex by Maureen & Peter Morse

10:30am Rev. Father Walter J. Riley by the Fraini Family 
Monday, February 26th, Saint Maria Bertilla Boscardin
7:00am Richard W. Mercier, 1st Anniversary, by his sister

Tuesday, February 27th, Saint Gabriel of Our Lady of Sorrows
7:00am Eleanor Grendmaison

Wednesday, February 28th, Blessed Daniel Brottier
7:00am Rev. Father Walter J. Riley by the Fraini Family 
Thursday, February 29th, Saint Auguste Chapdelaine

7:00am Edward Charlton, by Bill Sipos 
Friday, March 1st, Saint David of Wales

7:00am Rev. James Daly
Saturday, March 2nd, Saint Agnes of Bohemia

8:00am Peter Letourneau by Anne Trainor
4:30pm Judy Albinson, 15 year Anniversary by Family 

Sunday, March 3rd, Third Sunday of Lent
8:30am Arthur & Rita Lindberg by the Lindberg Family 

10:30am Catherine Petty by the Hoey Family 

Ava Blazis, Kayla Bowes, Eric Baumgarten, Michele Burke-Pellegrini, Louie
Costagna, Frank Cole, Shirley Connor, Jonathan Corey, Christine Cote, Gail
Craig, Brianna Croteau, Patricia Darrah, Jacob DeCarolis, Derosas Family,
Ellie Devereaux, Kevin Dobson, Elaine Doherty, Sadie Dutton, Paul Dyke,
David & Pat Faucher, Connie Flynn, Joan Fouhy, Bob Fuller, Suzanne Gird,

Lori Girouard, Therese Gosselin, Deacon Jim Graves, Jim Groves, Mary
Hannon,  Elijah Johnson, Kim Johnson, Maureen Jomes, Edward LaConto,

Jean LaConto, Roger & Rosalie LaCroix, Larry, Donna & Michael Langevin,
Paige Lariviere, Michael Leung, Richard Levansavich, Sr., Audrey-Lynn
Marron, Bill Martin, Michael McGrail, Sue Morizzo, Max Mullen, Gary

Nickerson, Mary Lou Paulli, Peggy Patenaude, Kaisse Pinard, John Power,
Theresa Power, Anthony Real, Edward J. Rutkowski, Joseph Sbrogna,

Raymond Scanlon, Dan Slavinskas, Scott Staruk, David Tatro, Jake Thibeault,
David Toomey, Bonnie Turner, Michael Young  & Tracy Williams. 

For all the men and women serving in our country’s military.

Let Us Pray

February 18, 2024
Sunday Collection                                                                        $3598.25           
Monthly Renovation                                                                             80.00          
Hall Rental                                                                                                75.00
Mass intentions                                                                                   105.00       
Funeral                                                                                                    600.00      
Catholic Free Press                                                                               39.00
Bulletin Ads                                                                                           150.00                                                                            
Coffee                                                                                                         11.00                                  
Kateri’s Kitchen                                                                                       70.00                                                                         
Priest Retirement-Ash Wednesday Collection                       736.00
Easter & Solemnity of Mary                                                               60.00
Donation                                                                                                 200.00
Online Giving                                                                                        154.00   
Total:                                                                                                          $5,878.25

STEWARDSHIP

Thank you for your generosity! 

Safe Environment Notice:  Our parish follows the guidelines of the national charter for the protection of children & young people approved by the 
US Bishops & Diocese of Worcester policies. If you have been abused or victimized by someone representing the Catholic Church, please believe in the possibility for hope and help and healing.

Contact Judith Audette, L.I.C.S.W., Victim Services Coordinator. A report can be made by phone to 508-929-4363 (a 24 hour confidential voicemail is available.)

Religious Education News
Sunday, February 25th
Grades 1-5: 9:30-10:15 a.m.

Grade 6-8
 5-6:30pm 
Grade 9-10
6:30-8pm 

For the complete schedule please visit our website: 
https://namartyrsauburn.org/religious-education

Tuesdays with the Saints Meets every Tuesday at 10a.m. 
in the Hall.



If you want to make God laugh...tell Him your plans!
Dear Parish Family, 

On this the second Sunday of Lent, I once again find myself captivated by the story of Abraham and Isaac that we encounter in
our first reading from the book of Genesis. I marvel at the exquisitely unrelenting faith that Abraham exhibited in adhering to
God's Divine Will unreservedly. Thankfully what initially appears to be an ambiguous, devastating, and heart wrenching request
from God to Abraham, turns out to be a precursor of the Perfect Love our Heavenly Father will bestow upon the world, and a
divine test to prove Abraham's perfect faith. 

However, are these the only points that this story is meant to teach us? Perhaps a classic moral reading of this text might prompt
us to ask ourselves another question, namely, "Are there times during our lives when we seem so certain that we know God's will,
when we seem so clearly to be carrying out His designs, and then without warning something bad and unexpected happens?"
Perhaps we do not end up being offered the job we thought was ideal for us, or we lose a relationship with the only individual we
ever convinced ourselves we were meant to spend the entirety of our life with. We bid a fond farewell in death to a beloved
parent, family member, or dear friend. A global pandemic isolates us from everyone and thing we love for far too long! "How can
any of these things be part of God's Providence?", we ask. We find the infiltration of corruption and abuse in the Church. "How in
the world is this part of God's plan?"

Hence, Isaac is clearly the gift of the promise God had made to Abraham. So simple reason begs the question, how can
sacrificing him be a reasonable request? As I ponder all these questions, I cannot help but think of Job's words: "The Lord has
given; the Lord has taken away; blessed be the name of the Lord." My friends, we are not owners; we are stewards. At any
moment, the owner of the vineyard might come back and ask for the harvest, or demand the talents he loaned us...with interest!
Our mortal minds wonder: "Why now?" "Wouldn't the story make more sense if...?" However, we forget...this isn't our story. It's
God's story. Thus, it is not unreasonable to believe that He understands more than we do. 

As we continue our journey through Lent, it will become clear to us throughout the Gospel that Jesus is not the Messiah people
were expecting. Even Saint Peter himself said to God Incarnate: "You can't go into Jerusalem and sacrifice yourself on the Cross.
That wouldn't make sense. You must go on to ever greater victories in the way that I understand victory." But that is not what our
Blessed Lord had in mind... 

Is it irrational to believe there may be a greater Wisdom at work in the world than our own? Or perhaps, would it be more
ludicrous to insist there can't be? To an unbelieving heart, each of these questions would still beg another, namely, whether the
possessor of this greater Wisdom was good and loving. However, if such a heart came to realize that this God loved mankind so
much that He was willing to sacrifice His only Son for us, then their willingness to bring their own will into accordance with His
would not merely be a matter of blind faith and unquestioning obedience. Instead, it could be the result of a not entirely irrational
understanding of the ultimate power and wisdom of God, on the one hand, and an entirely sensible response to the love God has
shown by His willingness to sacrifice His Son, on the other. 

In the end, we never have to fully comprehend God's purpose to believe that He has one. In fact, it is precisely when our
expectations of what we thought He had in mind are at most at odds with what we assumed God's will would be, that we most
need to remember that He is God. We are not. 

God Love You!

Father Fraini

Around the Deanery 
Sunday March 3, 2 PM 

Anointing of the Sick Mass  
St. James, South Grafton

Monday March 4, 7 PM 
Penance Service

 St. Brigid, Millbury

Help Wanted
Parishioner in need of Home Health Aid  

on Tuesdays and Thursdays. 
For contact information to apply please

contact the parish office at 508-798-0612



Heidi Worster
Vice President

Phone: 508-752-1117                                          342 Shrewsbury Street 
Fax: 508-791-3144                                             Worcester, MA 01604
heidiwoo@accounting-solutions.com            www.cbspayrollservices.com

MA License #36172E

Insured       #22728-A

Durocher Electric
Residential Electrical Work

Master Electrician
Marc J. Durocher

508-864-1135, durocherelectric.com

durocherelectric995@gmail.com 

Member FDIC-Member DIF

Nicholas S. Lynch
NMLS#1408490

Mortgage Loan Originator
NLynch@web5.com

774-272-0694
Purchasing & Refinancing Your

Home

greentechlandscape.net

Facebook: Green Tech, Auburn

Mike Sullivan

774-696-9491

 

Lawn Treatments, All Natural Tick
Control, Irrigation Service, Landscape

Lighting 

Licensed & Insured  BBB A+ Accredited

DAVID BARBALE 
ROOFING and Remodeling

Free Estimates: 508-248-6709
Auburn and Charlton, MA

10 Prospect Street
Auburn, MA 01501
www.chucks.com

Private Bereavement Lunches
Stephen Londregan

Basement Waterproofing
Paul Beauregard 

Crack repair & sump pumps 
508-944-0888

PBEAU52@charter.net
www.goldsealwaterproofing.com

www.brittonfuneralhomes.com

Britton Funeral Homes 
Two Locations:

91 Central Street, Auburn
648 Main Street, Shrewsbury

Golden Rule Home Care
Want to stay in your home?

We help with daily activities, like personal
care, meal prep, errands and transportation,

light housekeeping, caregiver respite 
John-Paul R. Plouffe, 508-769-6621

www.goldenrule.care

BELANGER 
PLASTERING & PAINTING

Fully Insured*Free
Estimates

Residential*Commercial
Interior*Exterior

Michael 508-987-5510

Steven J. Robichaud, Sr.
Cell: 508-561-0880

Roofing * Siding * Windows
Decks* Painting * Kitchens  

Bathrooms * Additions
Licensed and Insured

SJR

Accounting  Taxes Payroll Bookkeeping Consulting Services
Heidi Worster-Vice President 

342 Shrewsbury Street Worcester, MA 01604
Phone: 508:753-3532 Fax: 508-791-3144

Email: heidiwoo@accounting-solutions.com
www.worcestertaxreturn.com

We Keep the Government's Hands Out of Your Pockets! 

Auburn Historical Society and Museum

Dedicated to the Education and Preservation of Town History

41 South Street Auburn     508-832-6856
Open Tuesday & Saturday 9:30-12:30 or by appointment 

www.auburnhistoricalmuseum.org
auburnmuseum@verizon.net 

O'Connell & O'Connell, P.C. 

Attorneys at Law

425 Pakachoag Street, Auburn 

Phone: 508-832-5872

Fax: 508-832-7167

      Pam Mills-Realtor
      508-579-4364

          www.reddoorrealtyma.com
pam.reddoorrealtyma@gmail.com

Paul Fullen
Realtor, Probate Specialist

Pricing Strategy Advisor
Century 21 XSELL REALTY

508-277-2650
Paulfullenrealestate@gmail.co

m

EMAIL BULLETIN@NAMARTYRSAUBURN.ORG

Advertise Your Business

mailto:pam.reddoorrealtyma@gmail.com
https://www.mlspin.com/office/century-21-xsell-realty/41a5e108-a642-453c-af30-29778308d1b8

