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 Father Vic+ 

PASTOR’S THOUGHTS:  
   November 7-8, 2020 
 
Phase III of the Pandemic Restrictions and we are still 
required to (1) sanitize our hands regularly and at   
prescribed times, places and situations, (2) wear our 
face mask or shield, or both in public places including 
churches and other houses of worship, and (3)     
maintain the 6-foot social distancing. Thank y’all for 
your cooperation.  
 
Thanks to all who joined us for the Blessing of the 
Tombs last Sunday afternoon and those who partici-
pated at our Memorial Mass last Monday evening. If 
y’all were not aware, a person gains a plenary indul-
gence (remission of temporal punishment connected 
with sin) if you visit a church or cemetery and offer 
prayers for repose of the souls, and/or participated at 
Mass for the Deceased. Due to the pandemic this year, 
the Holy Father extended the granting of the plenary 
indulgence to all who merit it for the whole month of 
November instead of just the usual first 8 days of this 
month (as announced by +Mauro Cardinal Piacenza, 
Prefect of the Apostolic Penitentiary, Vatican City, 23 
October 2020). When you visit a cemetery or church 
to pray for the dead, you will help them get to heaven 
and in the process, whatever remnants of sin that 
clings to you, are totally washed away by the prayers 
you have made for those who cannot pray for       
themselves (the dead). As what we have done in the 
past, our whole month of November is dedicated for 
all those who have died and remembered in our      
Memorial Wreath. As we pray for all of them at all 
our masses during this month – thanks to the Holy 
Father – we are also purified in the process and made 
ready to enter God’s Kingdom! This is what I call the 
ultimate “pray for one, get in the kingdom as well” 
package. To gain the plenary indulgence, a good con-
fession and participation at Mass is needed. Remem-
ber, we have confessions before each of all Masses 
and we celebrate Masses twice a day. God is good, all 
the time. 
 
To include in our prayers this whole month of Novem-
ber your deceased family members, relatives and 
friends, simply write their names in white ribbons 
found next to the Memorial Wreath near the Altar of 
Mary and firmly attach the ribbons on the wreath.  
 
While at the seminary, a good teacher of mine once 
told us that “there are two things the seminary can’t 
teach you – to have common sense and a sense of   
humor!” Either you have them and live a happy life, 
or not have them and be miserable. True. I’ve learned 

this in my youth, enjoyed them in my adult life and as 
I get older realize that I need to have them both all the 
time. There is wisdom in those words.     
 
Wisdom is the topic in this weekend’s readings.    
Wisdom as mentioned in the Scriptures is having that 
common sense that protects you from what could 
harm you, and the ability to overcome challenges. The 
Book of Wisdom (1st Reading) exemplifies “wisdom” 
as the great virtue that every sensible person should 
strive to have. Not wealth, power, intelligence, influ-
ence or anything else, “wisdom” helps one learn from 
the practicalities of human experiences in order to 
achieve greater things. Wisdom help us make sense 
what the brain cannot explain and what the heart could 
only accept.      
 
Ralph Waldo Emerson, one of my favorite writers 
once said, “The invariable mark of wisdom is to see 
the miraculous in the common.” Wise people develop 
the ability to “see beyond” the ordinary, to grasp what 
are not explained, to hear what is not being said, to 
learn more than what are taught, and to see the miracle 
before they happen. 
 
The “wise virgins” in the gospel parable is about 
learning from experiences and applying what you’ve 
learned in your life. The “women” in this parable   
refers to “wisdom,” the “lamps” represents “faith,” 
and “oil” is what feeds/nourish/keep alive one’s faith. 
Like the ten people in this parable, we all have been 
given the gift of wisdom through the Word of God 
and the sacraments of the Church. Armed with the 
“lamps of our baptism” and as members of the Church 
(the bride), each one of us are on a journey throughout 
our lives to “meet the bridegroom” (God). Not know-
ing when God will meet us (or when you’ll meet 
God), common sense should have taught us to always 
feed our lamps of faith with works that will keep them 
lit until the time comes. The wise among us never stop 
working for the Lord until they die, thus producing 
“extra oils” enough to feed/nourish/and keep their 
lamps burning “when the time comes.” In the process 
of producing enough oil to lit one’s faith, people will 
encounter and experience challenges that sometimes 
stops them in their tracks. Wisdom gives them a sense 
of humor to keep the faith and carry on, and then 
“wisdom” is gained. 
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Our Sunday Bulletin is supported by the advertisers who are 
listed on our back page. What better way to say THANK YOU 
than to remember them the next time you go shopping. 

Thank you for your generosity !  

October 24/25, 2020 

Weekly Envelopes $      8,101.25 
Weekly Loose                   989.00 
ACH Weekly                    355.00 
         $    9,445.25 
 

Please remember 
 

Antonino Giammancheri 
Barbara Queen 

 

 who passed on into the Kingdom of our  
Father recently. Please pray also that their families may 
find comfort and  consolation through their faith. 

 

Norbelin Juarez & Veronica Huerta (3) 
Wilson Theriot & Kristy Breaux (3) 

Peter Verret IV & Celeste Gauthreaux (2) 
Jace Hotard & Briann Landry (1)  

Bayou Country  
Children’s Museum 
WE NEED YOU !! 

 

Volunteers are needed to be part of the 
volunteer team for  our many fundrais-
ers throughout the year.  Volunteers are 
asked to help monitor one of the       
activates during a  2– hour period and 
help the children of our community 
have a great time.  If you are interest-
ed, please contact www.bccm.info or 
call 985-446-2200. 

Knights of Columbus 
Catholic Citizenship Essay Contest 

 
Open to Catholic students in grades 8th –12th 

 

Theme:  Discuss how trusting in God dur ing a  
difficult time has helped you or someone you know 
find strength and hope to endure it.  
 
Due: November  23, 2020 
 
Sponsor: Lafourche KC Council # 1114 
 

Entry forms can be picked up at the St. Joseph        
Co– Cathedral Life Center Office.  

Diocesan Wedding Anniversary 
Celebration  

 

Sunday,  November 8th 
3:00 PM  

AMERICAN INDIAN MASS OF  
THANKSGIVING 

 
Bishop Shelton Fabre will preside over the annual 

American Indian Mass of Thanksgiving on  
Friday, November 20th  

6:30 PM 
St. Charles Borromeo, Pointe-aux-Chenes. 

This culturally American Indian Mass is open to all. 
By an annual presidential proclamation, November 
is observed in the United States as Nation Native 
American Heritage Month. According to the     
President of the Untied States, “This November and 
every month, we celebrate the culture and  heritage 
of these remarkable Americans who deeply enrich 
the quality and character of our Nation.” As our  
nation celebrates the national heritage of American 
Indians, we in our diocese celebrate their Catholic 
heritage, and in this month of thanksgiving offer 
our gratitude to God.  

MASS INTENTIONS FOR 2021 
ARE NOW BEING  

ACCEPTED. 
Forms are available on our website, in 
the church or at the Life Center Office.  


