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 Father Vic+ 

PASTOR’S THOUGHTS:   
   January 2-3, 2021 
 
As we begin a new year in the Year of Our Lord two 
thousand twenty-one (AD 2021), Phase II of the Pan-
demic Restrictions still require us to (1) sanitize 
our hands regularly and at prescribed times, places 
and situations, (2) wear our face mask or shield, or 
both in public places including churches and other 
houses of worship, and (3) maintain the 6-foot social 
distancing. Thank you for your cooperation. 
 
Many thanks to all who donated plants, trees and 
flowers for our Christmas decorations this year.  
Every church parish I get assigned, I always invite 
people to donate these live decorations for our Sanc-
tuary not because we need the help with donations 
(which is true), but primarily because these live   
decorations add to the beauty of our celebrations and 
give us wonderful reminders of the people that we 
love (living and deceased) who are always present in 
our hearts, lives and memories. The plants, flowers 
and trees are not in the Sanctuary just to add to the 
ambience, promote the season, or fill-up the space. 
They are reminders that the God we come to worship 
and celebrate gave us blessings from the earth to 
make our lives and faith beautiful and meaningful; 
and for all of the blessings, we are grateful indeed! 
When surrounded by love and gratitude, our Eucha-
ristic celebration truly becomes a “living sacrifice” 
that calls us to holiness of faith. These live decora-
tions are reminders that “lead us” to celebrate galore! 
Thank y’all! 
 
The Feast of the Epiphany (meaning: 
“Manifestation”) of the Lord marks the 2nd time    
Jesus was revealed to the world through the eyes of 
the Wise Men, or Magi, or Kings. The 1st group of 
people that the Lord was revealed to were the shep-
herds who were guarding the flock in the plains. A 
foretelling of what the Lord would become in his 30th 
year (the Good Shepherd), God invited the ordinary 
shepherds to His presence through a message by the 
Angels and allowed them to witness firsthand the 
“glory” that awaits them. Now led by a star, three 
intelligent people from across the land came to see 
this “glory” that Isaiah the prophet speaks of in the 
1st reading (Is. 60:1-6). 
 
The gospel of Matthew (Mt. 2:1-12) begins with a 
statement from the Magi when they met King Herod: 
“Where is the newborn King of the Jews? We saw 
his star at its rising and have come to do him       
homage.” The Magi “saw” the star and “followed” 

the star, and thanks to the prophecy of Micah (5:1-3), 
eventually led them to the child Jesus in a “house of 
bread” (Hebrew meaning of “Beth-le-heim”; but in 
Arabic “Beth-le-heim” means “house of meat!). 
[Notice the play on words and terms? This child   
Jesus will become the “bread for the world” and in 
eating of His flesh, we will have eternal life!]  
 
Coincidentally, this past Winter Solstice of Dec. 21, 
2020, the planetary conjunction (alignment) of Sat-
urn and Jupiter was heralded as the “great Christmas 
star” of the 21st century that made our Christmas 
more meaningful. The last known and recorded great 
planetary conjunctions happened in 1894BC, 
549AD, 1284AD and now 2020AD. Though this was 
an amazing celestial display, I wonder whether the 
effect of the 1st celestial display that happened in 30 
AD (the Birth of Jesus) also led the wise, ordinary, 
simple, intelligent, sophisticated, and the faithful of 
this century to Jesus Christ? 
   
While on that first Christmas, ordinary and wise peo-
ple were led by the Angels and a Star to Jesus, today, 
WE are being led again by a Star and angels in our 
lives to Jesus. Last year’s planetary conjunction and 
the many star lanterns that Father D handcrafted to 
adorn our campus indeed enhanced our observance 
and celebration of Christmas this year despite the 
Pandemic. But the planetary conjunction ended with-
in hours on Dec. 21st, and Father D’s lanterns will be 
taken-down and stored after the Christmas Season. 
Who will lead us to Jesus at every season of our 
lives? 
 
The answer is YOU! Each one of us.  
 
By virtue of our baptism and confirmation, we have 
been entrusted to lead all others to Christ at all times. 
You may not consider yourself a “star” but you are to 
anyone that sees your fidelity to God. You may not 
think of yourself as an “angel” but you will be as 
soon as you touch people’s lives. As an angel and a 
star in your own ways, YOU will lead others to 
Jesus Christ.  



 

 

ALTAR SOCIETY 
If you are interested in joining our Altar Society please fill out the form below and either place it in the  collection  
basket or mail it to the Life Center.  Membership dues of $5.00 should be sent with the form.  Money derived from 
dues helps to pay for the upkeep of the Altar and other necessities.    

Name:               
Address:               
         Phone:      

         Prayer  
Petition Book 
Are you an intercessor? Are you 

gifted in prayer? Do you feel called to pray for oth-
ers? Our new “Heart of St. Joseph” prayer ministry 
wishes to invite you to join us in praying for our 
parish community and the prayer petitions listed in 
our Prayer Intention Book and on our Prayer Line.          
If you would like to be a part of our intercessory 
prayer group please contact the Life   Center and 
we will contact you with more information. Help 
us lift up our parish family thru the Gift of Prayer.  

The Rosary is prayed on  
Mondays and Thursdays  
at 9:30 AM in Church.  
 

 All are welcome to join us. 
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Our Sunday Bulletin is supported by the advertisers who are 
listed on our back page. What better way to say THANK YOU 
than to remember them the next time you go shopping. 

Thank you for your generosity !  

December 19-20, 2020 

Weekly Envelopes $         9,606.00 
Weekly Loose                      900.00 
ACH Weekly                       350.00 
         $       10,856.00 
 

 

Grant Hebert & Kaitlyn Prejean (3) 

2021 Mass Intentions  
are being accepted.  

LEAD THE WAY ON GLOBAL POVERITY  
at our CRS Chapter Launch Workshop 

 
 

Our CRS Chapter will be web-based. There 
are no face-to-face meetings planned. CRS 
Chapters   are communities of 5-10 parishion-
ers who commit to monthly advocacy action 
on behalf of CRS and help spread awareness 
of the Catholic Relief Services global issues. 
Across the US, all chapters that form will   
focus on the same issues at the same time. 
The current campaign issues are Migration 
and Hunger/Malnutrition. Catholic Relief 
Services (CRS) assists poor and vulnerable 
people overseas. CRS is motivated by the 
Gospel of Jesus Christ to cherish, preserve 
and uphold the sacredness and dignity          
of  all human life, foster charity and justice, 
and embody Catholic social and moral    
teaching. Please contact Robert Gorman at 
dfgorman@charter.net (805-0372) to receive 
the log-in instructions. Catholic Charities of 
the Diocese of Houma-Thibodaux is our     
diocesan CRS member agency. 


