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 Father Vic+ 

PASTOR’S THOUGHTS:  
  January 9-10, 2021 
 
The New Year of Our Lord two thousand twenty-
one (AD 2021) begins with a reminder that we are 
still on Phase II of the Pandemic Restrictions that 
require us to (1) sanitize our hands regularly and at 
prescribed times, places and situations, (2) wear our 
face mask or shield, or both in public places includ-
ing churches and other houses of worship, and (3) 
maintain the 6-foot social distancing. Thank you for 
your cooperation. 
 
Many thanks to ALL who showed up and help us 
with our Christmas decorations and church cleaning 
last year (sounds too ago, huh?). This coming  
Tuesday, Jan. 12th at 8 am, our  Jacob’s Ladder 
Crew needs your help again in un-decorating the 
church at the end of the Christmas Season. We need 
LOTS of help again! If you are abled and could 
spare some time, would you please join us in this 
seasonal ritual? We need muscle and cleaning  
powers to return our church interiors into the Ordi-
nary Time and re-store the decoration materials we 
used this past season. Thank you all in advance! 
 
Also on Tuesday morning, Jan. 12th, poinsettias that 
decorated the church will be left outside in the 
walkway along the fence in front of the sacristy 
doors. Donors and anyone interested are welcome 
to take them home.  
 
This weekend celebration of the Feast of the     
Baptism of the Lord officially ends the Season of 
Christmas. This joyous and glorious season ends 
with a bang (literally) with “the heavens being torn 
open and the Spirit, like a dove, coming down ... 
and a voice coming from the heavens.” (Mk. 1:7-
11). Advent prepared us for the coming of the Lord 
and Christmas immersed us into the holiness of 
God and the fullness of His grace. We have been 
prepared, renewed and reborn with Christ! There-
fore, this weekend, the readings will call us to    
refresh in the new year by (1) seeking the Lord   
always! 
 
In the 1st reading from the Book of the Prophet   
Isaiah, the Lord invited all to come and be          
refreshed by the blessings that the Lord will       
provide. The Lord will provide us a refreshment of 
life and soul so that we may be able to “seek the 
Lord while He may be found, call Him while He is 

near.” Whatever our year past had been for us, this 
new year should be a new beginning for each one 
of us. Seek the Lord at all times, at home, at work, 
whatever you’re doing and with whomever you’ll 
be with, always seek the Lord. 
 
Refresh in the new year by (2) keeping the God’s 
commands! In the 1st Letter of John, we have been 
reminded that at the Incarnation and Nativity of His 
Son, God made us heirs of God’s kingdom and   
siblings of the Lord and of each other. If we are  
indeed God’s children, we must keep His          
commands at all times so that we can testify to the 
world and conquer the world for God with His love. 
 
Refresh in the new year by (3) remembering that 
we – you and I – are loved! This theme of love is 
what defines God and each one of us. Remember 
the famous prologue in the gospel of John? “For 
God so loved the world that He gave His only    
begotten Son!” This Divine, unconditional and gen-
erous love was boldly proclaimed at the baptism of 
the Lord when in the presence of all, the heavens 
was torn open and the Holy Spirit came down and 
God’s voice was heard saying, “YOU are my      
beloved Son; with you I am well pleased.”  
 
The past horrible year of a pandemic, restrictions, 
deaths, and everything that changed our lives, will 
forever stay in our minds and hearts. To some, the 
past events are experiences that they will never  
forget. While there are still much uncertainties and 
fear and doubts on what lies ahead, we must all  
remember that regardless of what we go through in 
life, God loves us and that He will never abandon 
us. And with this knowledge in mind and heart, we 
can begin a new year refreshed with strengthened 
faith and renewed lives.  
    
 
    
 



 

 

The Rosary is prayed on  
Mondays and Thursdays  
at 9:30 AM in Church.  
 

 All are welcome to join us. 
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Please remember 
 

Ralph Guillot 
Bernice Kraemer 

 

 who passed on into the Kingdom of our  
Father recently. Please pray also that their families may 
find comfort and  consolation through their faith. 

 

David Grobe & Chelsea Simon (1-3) 
Luke David & Caitlin Callais(1-3) 

Evan Stieb & Samantha Bowers (1-2) 
Richard Green & Katherine Block (1-2) 
Thomas Anderson & Gabrielle Naquin (1) 

GET YOUR BULLETIN EMAILED TO YOU !! 

You may sign up to have our parish bulletin 
emailed directly to you by simply registering 
at  https://www.jspaluch.com/Subscribe.  This will 
come from our bulle n provider JS Paluch.  

Stand Up for the Unborn 
 

I remember reading an article about the U.S. 
birth rate that had dropped for the second year 
in a row and the birth rate that year set the  
lowest level in a century. The experts thought it 
may be because of the recession or it may be 
because of a decline in immigration to the 
United States.  
 
Have they never heard of abortion?? 
 
Abortion kills approximately 4,000 babies in 
the womb each day. Can’t they do the math and 
see how this decreases the population? We 
must not sit back and let innocent babies be 
killed. We are Americans ! Whatever happened 
to life, liberty and the pursuit of happiness for 
all? 
 
Since when do we have the right to play God? 
To choose which baby lives or dies? We do not 
have that right. We must not sit back and let 
innocent babies be killed.  
 
Please do not be indifferent to the plight of the    
unborn. We have lived with this crime of    
abortion way too long. Stand up for life.  
 
Ruth Weber 
Davenport Iowa 

The Feast of the Baptism of the Lord 

Mark 1:7-11 

“You are my beloved Son, with whom I am well 
pleased.” 

Imagine that we were with Jesus and heard a voice 
from heaven say those words. How would we react? 
If we accepted that the voice was God, what would 
we have thought about Jesus? Jews, particularly the 
Pharisees, Levites, Sadducees and scribes, would 
have been aware of the Old Testament references 
about God as Father and the Anointed One as Son 
[II Samuel 7:12-14 and I Chronicles 17:13]. They 
obviously did not accept Jesus as the Son of God 
and pursued him to his death. Do we believe Jesus 
is the Son of God? If so, how is that belief reflected 
in our lives? Do we imitate Jesus and feel confident 
that God is telling us “You are my beloved child, 
with whom I am well pleased”? As parents, do we 
frequently tell our children how beloved they are 
and that we are well pleased? We certainly must 
correct and discipline them when they do wrong, 
but do they often hear us say, “I am proud of you.” 
Do we say that to others? Imagine a world in which 
everyone was doing that. God would be so pleased 
with us. 


