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 Father Vic+ 

PASTOR’S THOUGHTS:  
 February 13-14, 2021 
 
We’re still on the modified Phase II restrictions of 
this Pandemic that requires us to (1) sanitize our 
hands regularly and at prescribed times, places and 
situations, (2) wear our face mask or shield or both 
in public places including churches and other hous-
es of worship, and (3) maintain the 6-foot social 
distancing. Let’s keep vigilant. Thank y’all! 
 
As I have mentioned in last weekend’s Bulletin that 
due to the current Pandemic restriction of avoiding 
physical contact, our reception of the blessed ashes 
this Ash Wednesday will be different. The new di-
rectives we have received from the Vatican through 
the Bishop’s Office regarding the distribution of the 
Blessed Ash instructs us to “sprinkle the blessed 
ash on the head of people without saying the usual 
formula.” The Clerics and Ministers have been 
asked NOT impose the blessed ash on your fore-
heads while saying the formula to avoid physical 
contact. 
 
I would like to reiterate that this is NOT a new way 
of imposing blessed ashes to the faithful. The prac-
tice of imposing blessed ashes on the foreheads in a 
cruciform actually is the new practice having been 
introduced in the early 19th century. But from time 
immemorial, the sprinkling of blessed ash on the 
head of the faithful had been our tradition. This tra-
dition is still practiced in some parts of the world, 
e.g. Italy, Middle East and some European coun-
tries. The sprinkling (or “putting on ashes”) has its 
Biblical roots in the Books of Ezekiel (27:30), Job 
(2:8), 2Samuel (13:19), Esther (4), Jonah (3:6), and 
in the Psalms (22:6). It is a way to manifest one’s 
mourning (or sorrow) and genuine humility over 
one’s sins and as an act of repentance. Ironically, 
thanks to this pandemic we will be able to return to 
the roots of this practice, even briefly, as we begin 
our Holy Season. 
 
Also, due to the heightened Pandemic restrictions, 
we will NOT be able to have our annual Lenten 
Gumbo this year. Please refer to our Bulletin Insert 
for some ideas on how to observe the Holy Season 
of Lent this year. 
 
The readings on this the 6th (and last) Sunday in  
Ordinary Time will focus on how to “treat people” 
we have, meet and come across in our lives.  

In the 1st reading from the Book of Leviticus, he 
Hebrew people were given directives on how to 
treat people with leprosy. Though painful and scan-
dalous to hear in modern times, these directives 
were given at the time when leprosy was an un-
known disease, highly contagious and incurable. 
The directives were given to protect the community 
and the lepers themselves from the ignorant revul-
sion that comes from others; this was their “context 
in life” (German: “sitz im leiben”). For centuries 
the lepers (and anyone with any kind of diseases, 
disabilities or physical deformities) were treated 
harshly by their families and communities. When 
Jesus came and began His public ministry, He 
changed these directives and the lives of the people 
who long suffered because of them. 
 
In the gospel narrative according to St. Mark, a lep-
er came to Jesus, knelt down and spoke to Him. I 
emphasized these three words because right away 
the narratives tell us how this leper violated all the 
customary restrictions he was supposed to observe: 
(1) don’t approach people in public, (2) don’t come 
near anyone clean, (3) and don’t speak to a Holy 
Man or Rabbi. The leper broke the customary direc-
tives in his desire to be cleaned of leprosy!  
 
In showing to others (and to us) on how God treats 
people, Jesus was first “moved with pity/
compassion/love,” then He reaches out to touch, 
and speaks with love and compassion! In breaking 
the customary directives, rules of the community 
and expectations of many, Jesus taught them that if 
the Son of God could be moved with pity/
compassion because of His great love, why couldn’t 
we?  His closing words to the healed leper “that 
will be proof for them,” was meant not only to 
prove to the naysayers that this once ostracized and 
alienated child of God is not only restored to his 
God-given dignity, but is also LOVED by the God 
he loves! The way that Jesus treated this person not 
only restored him to God, family and community, 
but in the same manner the community and family 
was restored to God who made us all in His own 
image.      
 
When we treat people as God treats us, we all be-
come experiences and images of God to all who 
needs proofs of God’s existence.  
 



 

 

The following were  
Baptized into the family 
of Christ recently:  
 
 

Nora Marguerite 
Child of Matthew & Brittany Guidry 
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Our Sunday Bulletin is supported by the advertisers who are 
listed on our back page. What better way to say THANK YOU 
than to remember them the next time you go shopping. 

Thank you for your generosity !  

 
January 30th/ 31st     

Weekly Envelopes   $ 12,160.00 
Weekly Loose           968.00 
Weekly ACH           350.00 
               $ 13,478.00 
 

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED  
 
St. Joseph Co-Cathedral Youth Formation 
department is in need of volunteer     
mentors for all grades .  
Please call Sue or Patty at the Life Center 
at  447-1387 for more information.  

2021 Annual Bishop’s 
Appeal We are called     
to serve the Lord’s     
mission together and as 
we  begin the 2021     
Annual Bishop’ Appeal, 

St. Joseph Co Cathedral is committed to  
being a Partner in Hope with our Diocese. 
Parishioners will be receiving information 
on the Annual Bishop’s Appeal via mail 
which will detail how your prayers and  
generosity to the Appeal support ministries 
in the Diocese including Seminarian Educa-
tion, Priests Retirement, Youth Formation in 
our parishes, and Catholic Education 
through our Catholic Schools Office. We 
ask that you prayerfully reflect on God’s 
great generosity, and respond with first a 
commitment of your prayers and if you are 
able please consider a generous giving of 
our own. We encourage you to watch the 
Annual Bishop’s Appeal Video at home   
this week on our Diocese social media    
page and online at www.htdiocese.org/
bishopsappeal. Please be on the watch for 
your materials and learn how your prayers 
and gifts help us live the Lord’s mission 
through the Annual Bishop’s Appeal. If you 
would like more information about the 2021 
Appeal, please contact the Annual Bishop’s 
Appeal Office at 985-850-3122 or email              
nbernard@htdiocese.org.  

OFFICE CLOSED 
 

The Life Center will  
be Closed on  

Monday & Tuesday 
 February 15th & 16th   

Due to the Mardi Gras Holiday. 
 

ONLY the 6:30 AM Mass will  
be celebrated on Tuesday. 

Masses will be held  
February 17th at 6:30AM, 

10:00AM, 12:10PM & 
5:30PM 

Sta ons of the Cross 
Fridays during Lent 

Lenten Mass Schedule:   
Weekday Masses will  

be held at 6:30 AM, 12:10 PM, 


