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 Father Vic+ 

PASTOR’S THOUGHTS:  
  March 13-14, 2021 
 
Last March 3rd, the Governor moved our state to 
Phase III restrictions of the Pandemic. Even 
though churches have no capacity limit anymore 
(ribbons & pew-markings removed) we are still 
asked to (1) sanitize our hands (2) wear our face 
mask or shield or both in public places including 
churches and other houses of worship, and (3) 
maintain the 6-foot social distancing. Please contin-
ue observing these guidelines! 
 
We remember in our prayers, MADALYN      
DANIELLE HOSKINS, our  catechumen and 
CATHERINE MARIE JEBLONSKI, our       
candidate, as they continue with their preparations 
for the Easter Vigil. Thank you. 
 
The readings for this Fourth Sunday of Lent will 
talk about “compassion.” 
 
We will hear in the 2nd Book of Chronicles       
(2Chr 36:14-16,19-23) that despite the infidelities 
of the Hebrew people, God was still compassionate 
towards them. Over and over again God tried to 
persuade His people to amend their ways and return 
to Him. However, the Hebrew people were          
obstinate in their infidelities and so, therefore,   
abandoned God. They were not as compassionate as 
God was to them and was cruel not only to God but 
to His messengers as well. As this reading narrate, 
when people abandons God, they lose control not 
only of their faith but of their lives. When these 
people lost control of their lives, they also lost their 
kingdom. Without their temple, land and livelihood, 
the Hebrew people found themselves wandering in 
remote places again (Babylonian exile) until they 
find their way back to God and to Jerusalem. For 
lack of compassion, they have lost their promised 
land. The psalmist in the Responsorial Psalm      
expresses the lamentations of the Hebrew people 
while on exile.  
 
The gospel of John (3:14-21) tells us that the great 
love of God is what prompted Him to send His only 
begotten Son to save us. Love begets compassion. 
One cannot love and not be moved to compassion. 
Compassion is one of the visible signs of love and 
is an expression of faith. Those who refuses to love 
(God and neighbor) are not moved by compassion, 
thus, are condemning themselves by their refusal. 

Just like in the 2nd Book of Chronicles, God was 
always compassionate towards His people despite 
our infidelities towards God. Yet God is unrelent-
ing, not easily giving up on me, you – on any of us. 
The more one is removed from the love of God, the 
more God goes in search of him/her (parable of the 
lost sheep) until they are returned to His love. 
 
Compassion is an integral part to our salvation.   
Jesus made this clear to all of us that while still 
hanging on the cross and gasping for air on His last 
breath, He looked with compassion on one of the 
criminals hanging there with Him in Calvary, and 
with compassion assured him that he (the criminal 
condemned to death by his own people) will be with 
Him in paradise! This is compassion expressed on 
Jesus’ last breath. Here, Jesus teaches us that no 
matter who the person is and what they had done, 
when they asked for mercy and they are willing to 
change their ways are also entitled to compassion.  
 
Compassion is never dependent on other person/s, it 
is always an extension of our love for God. We are 
compassionate because God is to us. We show  
mercy because we have been shown mercy. We  
forgive because we have been forgiven much. We 
love unconditionally, because this is how God loves 
us. 
 
Remember, before Jesus died on the cross for our 
salvation He forgave those who crucified Him and 
assured a common criminal a place in His kingdom. 
Would you do less?  

NEEDED New and cleaned 
 Palm branches on  

Wednesday, March 17th ! 
Please drop them off under the     

carport behind the Life Center Hall.  
Thank you!  



 

 

Missalettes 
        Donated  In Memory of 
 

Albert Gayral  
 

                                By: Family  
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Our Sunday Bulletin is supported by the advertisers who are 
listed on our back page. What better way to say THANK YOU 
than to remember them the next time you go shopping. 

Thank you for your generosity !  

 
February 27th/ 28th, 2021   

Weekly Envelopes   $ 8,887.00 
Weekly Loose                  812.95 
Weekly ACH         350.00 
                      $ 10,049.95 
 

 

Please remember 
 

Norfredo Gallego Leyble 
 

 who passed on into the Kingdom of our  
Father recently. Please pray also that his family may find 
comfort and  consolation through their faith. 

2021 ABA— 

Being a Partner  

in Hope 

Please know that Fr. Vic is 
grateful for the response that St. Joseph Co-Cathedral has 
shown to the 2021 Annual Bishop’s Appeal. Thurs far 
our parish has reached 53% of the appeal goal. The ap-
peal is something that our parish supports and Father 
would like to see the support from our parishioners con-
tinue to grow. Your gifts are supporting our 11 seminari-
ans, caring for our 17 retired priests, youth formation and 
religious education, and Catholic education. Vital minis-
tries to our diocese that support each of us.  

On behalf of Bishop Fabre, St. Joseph Co-Cathedral 
thanks all who have made their commitment and strongly 
encourages all of our parishioners to participate in such a 
worthy cause. If you have note yet made you commit-
ment and would still like to do so, there is still time as 
you can return your commitment card in the offertory, or 
simply mail it to the diocese in the provided envelope, or 
you may also visit www.htdiocese.org/bishopsappeal to 
make your gift online.  

For more information, please contact the ABA   office at 
985-850-3122 or email nbernard@htdiocese.org. 

2nd Collection Catholic Relief Service 
This week we take up The Catholic Relief Services 
Collection to help Jesus in disguise. This collection 
helps six Catholic agencies to provide relief and  
support for struggling communities and to work for 
peace and reconciliation among our marginalized 
brothers and sisters here and around the world. 
Please prayerfully consider how you can support the 
collection. Learn more about the collection at 
www.usccb.org/catholic-relief. 

POPE FRANCIS’ INTENTIONS 
 

INTENTION FOR EVANGELIZATION 
Sacrament of reconciliation 

 

Let us pray that we may experience the sacrament of  
reconciliation with renewed depth, to taste the 

DAYLIGHT SAVINGS  
TIME BEGINS : 
MARCH 14TH  

 

SPRING BEGINS: 
 MARCH 20TH  

ST. JOSEPH ALTAR 
 

On the occasion of the Feast of St. Joseph during this 
Special Year dedicated to him as Patron of the      
Universal Church, our Annual St. Joseph Altar       
display will be located at the actual Altar of St. Joseph 
(left wing of the Sanctuary as your face the Main   
Altar) this year. The Altar of St. Joseph will be on 
display beginning on March 19th and lasting until   
December 8, 2021, the end of his Special Year. Due 
to the restrictions still in place, The St. Joseph Altar 
Workers will be decorating the Altar in a very simple 
style. The usual giveaways (candles, prayer cards, 
beans, etc.) will be available in little bags for visitors 
to take. You are invited to visit the Altar display on 
his feast day, pray to St. Joseph and take some givea-
ways. Please mail or drop-off your monetary dona-
tions at the church office (identify it by “For St.     
Joseph Altar”). You can drop-off can-goods donations 
at Good Samaritan Food Bank of Thibodaux. After 
the Feast of St. Joseph, the Altar Workers will keep 
his altar decorated until the end of the special year. If 
you or your family would like to be a month’s     
sponsor of the Altar, please see Ping Gilbert or any 
Altar Workers.       


