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 Father Vic+ 

PASTOR’S THOUGHTS:  
  April 10-11, 2021 
 
As months go by on Phase III restrictions of this       
Pandemic, we continue to (1) sanitize our  hands, (2) 
wear our face mask or shield and (3) maintain the 6-foot 
social distancing on our own. Thank y’all for your    
cooperation. Soon and very soon, this too shall pass! 
 
Many thanks for your support of last Easter Weekend’s 
Special Second Collection for Vocation and Education 
to Ministry! On behalf of Bishop Shelton J. Fabre, 
priests, deacons and seminarians, I thank y’all for help-
ing us form new prospective ministers for service to the 
Church and God’s people. 
 
As I’ve written in last weekend’s Pastor Thoughts,   
MR. JAMES LAJAUNIE has been accepted to the 
Permanent Diaconate Program of the diocese. James 
and his wife, Sherry, will begin their 5-year instruction 
and formation under the Diaconate Program of the 
Archdiocese of New Orleans this August. Please offer 
your prayers and support to James and Sherry as they 
begin their journey to service ministry.  
 
As what we done every April, we will again commemo-
rate the arrival of the Relic of St. Valerie in Thibodaux 
over 100 years ago with a procession around the block. 
St. Valerie has protected the City of Thibodaux from all 
major calamities since she was saved by the Volunteer 
Firemen from the 1916 fire that destroyed the original 
St. Joseph Church on LA Highway 1 (behind              
Fr. Charles Menard Monument at St. Joseph’s Ceme-
tery). The Prayer and Procession with St. Valerie will be 
held on Sunday, April 25th at 8:45 am beginning from 
the Co-Cathedral Church and returning for the 9:30 am 
Mass. As they have done before, the Thibodaux Volun-
teer Firefighters will be accompanying St. Valerie at 
this procession as they again entrust their protection 
under her patronage. If you have anyone in your family 
who was once (or is) a member of TVFD, come and 
join us in thanking St. Valerie for watching over our 
beloved volunteers and honoring the Patroness of 
Thibodaux! 
 
This Divine Mercy weekend (2nd Sunday of Easter), the 
focus of reflection comes from the 1st line in the gospel 
of John (20:19-31): “On the evening of that first day of 
the week, when the doors were locked, where the disci-
ples were, for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood in 
their midst and said to them, ‘Peace be with you.’” I 
emphasized “for fear …” for these words of Jesus sets 
the plot and the atmosphere that the disciples find them-
selves the day after Jesus’s death, and the human reality 
that many disciples, from thereon, will have to face. 
“Fear” was the direct by-product of original sin 
(remember how Adam and Eve hid themselves from 

God after eating the forbidden fruit?). “Fear” had    
always accompanied people on their spiritual journey 
through all generations to this day. There are bad fears 
and there are good fears depending on the persons,    
circumstances and situations. 
 
Some writers said that the words “fear not” appeared 
365 times in the Bible; a few says103 times. In our 
Catholic Bible, our scholars identified slightly over 100 
times in the Old Testament and about over 40 times in 
the New Testament. Jesus said to His disciples “do not 
be afraid” (Ital., “abbiate non paura”) multiple times 
whenever they are in doubt and fear. Fear keeps us from 
trusting God. Sometimes fear also keep us from follow-
ing Jesus and doing God’s will. This is very evident in 
the response of Thomas (the Twin) when the disciples 
initially told him that they had seen the Lord. However, 
after the Holy Spirit was given to the disciples, they 
became bold and confident, courageous and determined, 
faithful and trusting of the Lord that they believers   
followed them and communities of faith was born (Acts 
4:32-35). The 2nd reading from the 1st Letter of John 
testifies to this when he boldly proclaimed that the    
disciples were doing everything “for the love of God.”  
The only thing that the disciples feared was to be away 
from the Lord and not to see Him again. Fear has no 
place in one’s heart if one truly loves God. 
 
The Lord repeatedly told St. Faustina to trust Him at all 
times when He asked her to reveal to the world God’s 
Divine mercy and love. St. Faustina introduced us to the 
now popular short prayer “Jesus, I trust in you” as our 
way of reassuring ourselves of God’s omnipresence and 
ever-ready help in our times of our fears and doubts. We 
will always have and entertain fears and doubts no   
matter how strong our faith is – this is part of our      
humanity. Our faith, though, calls us to trust in the Lord 
at all times and not to be afraid. As Jesus once said, “do 
not be afraid, just have faith!” (Mark 5:36)    
 
 
 



 

 

The Rosary is prayed on  
Mondays and Thursdays  
at 9:30 AM in Church.  
 

 All are welcome to join us. 

Please remember 
 

Elsie Taylor 
 

 who passed on into the Kingdom of our  
Father recently. Please pray also that her family may find 
comfort and  consolation through their faith. 

 
 
 
 
 
VISIT OUR WEBSITE www.stjoseph-cc.org and 

follow the steps.  Call the Life Center  
985-446-1387 with any questions.  

Our Sunday Bulletin is supported by the advertisers who are 
listed on our back page. What better way to say THANK YOU 
than to remember them the next time you go shopping. 

Thank you for your generosity !  

 
March 27th / 28th,  2021   

Weekly Envelopes           $  8,095.50 
Weekly Loose               2,146.06 
Weekly ACH         350.00 
                      $ 10,591.56 

 

Drew Chiasson & Gabrielle Aucoin (3) 
Christopher Melancon &Emily Robichaux (3) 

Joshua Fox & Victoria Schaff (2) 
Taylor Durocher & Paige Ocmond (2) 
Corey Dauzat & Natalie Bernard (1) 

Respect Life Event 
with Special Guest Speaker,   

RYAN BOMBERGER 
 

Tuesday, April 13th 
6:30– 8: 0 PM 

St. Joseph Co-Cathedral 
 

Register NOW for FREE at 
www.FriendsOfCrossroadsPRC.org 

985-446-5004 

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED  
St. Joseph Co-Cathedral Youth Formation            
department is in need of volunteer  mentors for all 
grades .  
Please call Sue or Patty at the Life Center at         
447-1387 for more information.  

DIVINE MERCY SUNDAY 
 

Mankind’s need for the message of Divine Mercy took 
on dire urgency in the 20th Century, when civilization 
began to experience an “eclipse of the sense of God” 
and, therefore to lose the understanding of the sanctity 
and inherent dignity of human life. In the 1930s, Jesus 
chose a humble Polish nun, St. Maria Faustina          
Kowalska, to receive private revelations concerning   
Divine Mercy that were recorded in her Diary.               
St. Faustina’s Diary records 14 occasions when Jesus 
requested that a Feast of Mercy (Divine Mercy Sunday) 
be observed. On May 5, 2000, five days after the canoni-
zation of St. Faustina, the Vatican decreed that the      
Second Sunday of Easter would henceforth be known as 
Divine Mercy Sunday. 
Jesus appeared to St. Faustina in a vision, with his right 
hand raised in a blessing and his left touching his       
garment above his heart. Red and white rays emanate 
from his heart, symbolizing the blood and water that was 
poured out for our salvation and our sanctification. The 
Lord requested that “Jesus, I trust in You” be inscribed 
under his image. Jesus asked that his image be painted 
and venerated throughout the world: “I promise that the 
soul that will venerate this image will not              
perish” (Diary, no. 48) and “By means of this image 
I will grant many graces to souls” (Diary, no. 742). 
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