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 Father Vic+ 

PASTOR’S THOUGHTS:  
   May 1-2, 2021 
 
As months go by on Phase III restrictions of this 
Pandemic, we continue to (1) sanitize our  hands, 
(2) wear our face mask or shield and (3) maintain 
the 6-foot social distancing on our own. Thank y’all 
for your cooperation. Soon and very soon, this too 
shall pass! 
 
The Thibodaux Volunteer Firefighters who accom-
panied St. Valerie thank all who participated in the 
Prayer and Procession with St. Valerie that was 
held this past Sunday morning, April 25th. This   
annual procession of thanksgiving to the Patroness 
of Thibodaux had been a tradition not only for our 
church parish but for the many volunteer firefighters 
who have been protecting our city from the ravages 
of fire and other disasters. St. Valerie, patroness of 
Thibodaux, pray for us!  
 
Father Aurelio “D” Luzon (who is also celebrat-
ing his 25th Ordination Anniversary as a Priest 
this year) will spend his last weekend at our  
church parish this weekend. He will be leaving on 
Tuesday, May 4th to return to the Philippines. Father 
D will celebrate his Farewell Mass this Saturday, 
May 1st at 4 pm, and will say his good bye at all 
the masses. Wish him well and pray for his safe 
journey back home. Thank you. 
 
This 5th Sunday of Easter the Gospel of John      
(15:1-8) sets the stage for our reflection. As part of 
the “discipleship narrative,” these introductory  
verses in the 15th Chapter of the Gospel of John will 
clearly spell out what it means (1) to belong to 
Christ and (2) be His disciples.  
 
To belong to Christ means more than just remain-
ing/staying attached/keeping close/ being a part of 
Jesus. In order for one to be all these to Jesus, one 
must also be pruned regularly in order to bear much 
fruit! Using the image of the grapevine that His    
disciples are familiar with, Jesus compared Himself 
to the main vine that is deeply rooted in God’s soil 
of love, with branches extending far and wide. Vine 
growers knew that in order to encourage the vine to 
bear much good fruits, the branches must be 
trimmed (pruned) after each harvest. Vines that are 
regularly pruned grow healthy and produces much 
fruit. If non-producing branches are left on the vine, 
it will simply drain the vine of the much-needed  

water and nutrition that other healthy branches need 
in order to produce fruits. Jesus says that the same 
principle should apply to all who cling to Him as 
followers; we cannot simply remain as useless      
appendages to the Lord. 
 
To become His disciples, we are required to produce 
fruits that would benefit others and not us. Vines 
and its branches produces fruits (like grapes and 
vegetables) to feed others and not itself. The indirect 
benefit that the vine gets in feeding others is that 
those we feed on the fruits of the vine will also 
spread the seeds that they receive from its fruits, and 
sometimes contribute to the care of the vine. 
 
To belong to Christ and become His disciples would 
mean that we must bear fruits in our lives until we 
return to the Lord, and that our fruits must feed/
nourish others! These two acts constitute our       
belongingness and discipleship to the Lord. These 
are the criteria that Jesus gave to all His disciples 
that in turn, they themselves used in their own     
lifetime. 
 
The Acts of the Apostles in the 1st reading this 
weekend narrates the post-conversion story of Saul 
before he became “Paul, the apostle to the          
Gentiles.” At the beginning, Saul was having a diffi-
cult time convincing the apostles that he was truly 
converted by Jesus and belongs to Him as one of 
them. Paul have to prove to the apostles that he’s a 
disciple of Christ by doing exactly what Jesus asked 
the apostles to do, and then some. The apostle John 
in the 2nd reading clearly states this when he said, 
“let us love not in word or speech but in deed and 
truth … this is how we shall know that we belong to 
the truth and reassure our hearts before Him.” In 
short, we cannot simply be an affiliate disciple but 
an active one. So then let us ask ourselves? 
 
What fruits of my faith have I produced in my    
lifetime? 
Who have I fed and nourished from the fruits I have 
produced? 
       

First Friday Adoration 
 
Friday, May 7th 
Following 6:30 AM Mass 
Until 5:30 PM Mass. 



 

 

Missalettes 
        Donated  In Memory of 
 

Brian Bartell 
                                  By: Friends  

Please remember 
 

Layne Gravois, Marion Dennis, 
Stephanie Fremin, Dale Melancon 
Lester Bourgeois & John Chiasson 
 

 of our  Father recently. Please pray also that their 
families may find comfort and  consolation through their 
faith. 

Our Sunday Bulletin is supported by the advertisers who are 
listed on our back page. What better way to say THANK YOU 
than to remember them the next time you go shopping. 

Thank you for your generosity !  

 
April 17th / 18th , 2021 
  
 

Weekly Envelopes            $  8,399.00 
Weekly Loose         1,693.00 
Monthly ACH                               4,170.00 
Weekly ACH        325.00 
                      $14,587.00 
 

 

Justin Blanchard & Abby Bourgeois (3) 
William Clement & Erica Baehr (3)  

Pope Francis’ Prayer Intentions -May 2021-Universal Intention—The world of finance  
Let us pray that those in charge of finance will work with governments to regulate the  

financial sphere and protect citizens from its dangers.  

Knights of Columbus 
Council # 1114 

CHICKEN SAUSAGE 
JAMBALAYA DINNER 

 

Sunday, May 16, 2021 
11 AM to 1 PM 

K.C. Home 108 St. Patrick Hwy. 
TAKEOUT ONLY 

$10.00 EACH  
Benefits Youth Programs  

 
TICKETS WILL BE SOLD THIS WEEKEND AND 
NEXT AFTER ALL MASSES. 

A message from Fr. D... 
 
“some good things never last” 
           … as a line of a song goes. 
 
Since October 1, 2016 up to May 1, 2021 I’ve 
been serving the parishioners here in the church 
of St. Joseph Co-Cathedral as an  associate    
pastor.   
My Bishop in the Philippines granted me       
permission to help here as a priest-on-loan for   
5 years then to come back home.  
Now, the time has come for me to say GOOD 
BYE! 
As I leave for my home country, I would like to 
express my heartfelt gratitude, first to our     
ALMIGHTY GOD for giving me another       
opportunity to serve as a priest here in this 
country, to the parishioners of St. Joseph that I 
served for almost 5 years. Thank you for your 
prayers, for your support, your understanding, 
your patience and all your goodness and      
kindness.  
I will always cherish them in my heart and keep 
those memories in me though I’m far away.  
 
Thank you also to Bishop Fabre for allowing me 
to be here, and to Fr. Vic whom I worked with 
as an associate pastor for a number of years and 
to all our parish staff.  
All my experiences here will be a part of me as I 
continue to minister the people of God back in 
my country. 
 
….again THANK YOU ALL and GOODBYE, 
IT WAS GREAT MEETING YOU ALL! 
 
 Father D 


