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 Father Vic+ 

PASTOR’S THOUGHTS: 
 June 19-20, 2021 
 
 

As of this writing, Father D should have departed for 
the Philippines last Tuesday, June 15th. Let’s hope and 
pray that everything went well with his trip and that 
he arrived safely in the Philippines. This coming 
Thursday, June 24th, Father Sovi de Vasia, the TRMC 
Chaplain in residence here will be departing for India. 
Let’s pray for his safe travel as well. Compared to my 
earlier announcements last April and May, I will not 
be alone here for long! Father Rholly Grecia, my new 
assistant priest, will be arriving on the last days of 
June and will start on July 1st. I’m still waiting to hear 
from the Bishop who will be the new chaplain at 
TRMC. Stay tuned.   
 
URGENT REMINDER AND REQUEST: 
Whether you live within our territorial boundaries or 
are registered parishioners, we ask that you respond to 
our “Parish Communication Update                      
Project” (a.k.a. as “Census2021”) as soon as possi-
ble. If St. Joseph Co-Cathedral IS YOUR CHURCH 
PARISH, please let us know by completing the  
Reply Form. If you haven’t sent your Reply Form, 
you can still drop it in the Collection Basket OR you 
can drop it off in our Mailbox located in the brick  
column in front of the Church Office, OR mail it to 
our office. EXTRA Reply Form Cards and Envelops 
are located at all entrances of our church. Also, taped 
on the back of the pews and in front of you are added 
reminders for people to register online by scanning the 
QR Code! Thank you for your participation and coop-
eration. 
  
Y’all probably have heard a special intention to Our 
Lady of Prompt Succor included in our Prayers of the 
Faithful that started on the 1st weekend of June. We 
are now in the Hurricane Season and as what we have 
done before, we place ourselves under the protection 
and intercessions of Our Lady during this season that 
through her prayers, we all may be spared from the 
destructions that hurricanes bring. This special inten-
tion to Our Lady will continue until the end of the 
Hurricane Season which is November 30th. Our Lady 
of Prompt Succor, pray for and hasten to help us! 
 
The readings on this the 12th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
are all about water – storms, seas and squall. This is 
one topic that we, in southeast Louisiana, are experts 
of being surrounded by water, swamps, bayous and 
canals. From the reality of our common experience, 
God will raise it up to the spiritual level of Biblical 
proportions! The readings for this weekend will prove 
that. 

 
In the 1st reading, God spoke to Job (Jb 38:1, 8-11) 
who was “questioning God” for the suffering he was 
enduring in life. Here, Job is feeling like he’s drown-
ing in the “storms of his life” and God is nowhere to 
be found. God responded Job by reminding him that 
since the beginning of time, God has always been     
in-charge even of storms, oceans, and seas. When God 
created the world, He set the boundaries of all His   
creations so that they do not harm the others. If God 
can set boundaries on His creations so as not to harm 
others, God can do the same to what can hurt His  
people! 
 
The responsorial psalm responds to this great inter-
vention of God by “giving thanks to the Lord, for His 
love is everlasting!” (Ps 107:23-26,28-31) The psalm-
ist is praising God who “hushed the storm to a gentle 
breeze and the billows of the sea were stilled.” 
 
The gospel of Mark (4:35-41) narrates the story of 
Jesus calming the violent squall that came upon them 
as they were out in the sea. In three words, Jesus 
calmed the sea and the apostles, and taught them 
much about faith. Whenever you have Jesus in your 
boat, no storm or violent squall could harm you for 
even the wind and sea obey Him! 
 
Some people have often used the expression “we’re 
on the same boat,” when referring to common experi-
ences where one is not in control. This phrase sounds 
consoling but not necessarily true. After 30 years of 
priesthood and 58 years later, I realized that this     
expression doesn’t apply to me when I have deal with 
the many storms and violent squalls in my own life, 
when I find myself being tossed about in the open 
seas of uncertainties. Experience taught me that I am 
not alone in these storms, or the only one being 
whipped by violent squalls and tossed about by the 
seas – others go through the same experience as I do, 
sometimes worst. Faith showed me that having Jesus 
in your boat/life helps you ride the storms with     
courage, withstand the violent squalls, and cross the 
sometimes unforgiving seas! I would rather say that 
“sometimes in life, we find ourselves in the same 
storms but on different boats;” the difference is WHO 
you have in your boat/s! 
 
Finally, I know that from the moment we belonged to 
Christ at baptism, he will always be in our boats/lives 
unless we choose to go overboard. And if we even 
find ourselves in the water and sinking, don’t worry 
He even walks in water to save us! 
 



 

 

The following were  
Baptized into the family 
of Christ recently:  
 

Lauralai Eva 
Child of Jonathan & Lindsey Shields 

Our Sunday Bulletin is supported by the advertisers who are 
listed on our back page. What better way to say THANK YOU 
than to remember them the next time you go shopping. 

Thank you for your generosity !  

June 5th/6th 2021 
 
 
 

Weekly Envelopes          $  10,360.50 
Weekly Loose         1,446.00 
Weekly ACH         345.00 
                     $  12,151.50 
 

 

Bernard Annis & Kelsey Bergeron (3) 
Matthew Barbier & Molly Sampey (1) 

Parish Communication  
Project Update  

 
 

Please return your completed card 
by Wednesday, June 23rd to be in-
cluded in our update. 
 
Your participation is vital to the     
success of our parish update effort.  
Thank you !! 

Prayer to St. Joseph during the  
YEAR OF ST. JOSEPH  

(08 December 2020-08 December 2021) 
 

Hail, Guardian of the Redeemer, Spouse of the 
Blessed Virgin Mary. To you God entrusted his only 
Son; in you Mary placed her trust; with you Christ 
became man. Blessed Joseph, to us too, show    
yourself a father and guide us in the path of life.  

 Obtain for us grace, mercy, and courage, and      
defend us from every evil. Amen 

DIOCESAN WEDDING  
ANNIVERSARY 
 CELEBRATION 

 
Anniversary Couples celebrating 25, 40, 50, 60 and       
beyond years of marriage this year will be honored. There 
will be NO Diocesan Mass Celebration, but a Prayer       
Service in honor of all anniversary couples will take place 
at the Cathedral of St. Francis de Sales in Houma on    
October 24th @ 3:00 PM.  Printed certificates for our    
parishioners will be distributed at the 9:30 AM Mass here at 
the Co-Cathedral  on October 24th.  
Call the Life Center at 446-1387 to give your information .  

   St. Joseph  
Altar Flowers 
 Were recently donated in Memory of   
 

Herman Sonnier & 
  Palmer Terry 
                  By: Family
   
Dominic J. Battaglia  
                      By: Family  

Peter’s Pence Collection 
(Holy Father) 

 
Next week we will take up the Peter’s Pence 
Collection, which is a way to support the      
Universal Church and the work of the Holy See, 
including helping Pope Francis with the funds to 
carry out his charitable works. These works ben-
efit our brothers and sisters on the margins of 
society, including victims of war, oppression, 
and disasters. Please be generous. For more    
information, visit www.peterspence.va/en.html  

HAPPY FATHER’S DAY  
 

God, bless all the fathers in the world. 
Guide them to be good role models and  
loving to  their children. Help them to be a 
father like You are. Give them grace and   
pa ence to handle situa ons in a loving 
way.      Amen 


