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 Father Vic+ 

PASTOR’S THOUGHTS:  
 August 14-15, 2021 
 
As we all come together to participate with the Celebra-
tion of the Eucharist, all are encouraged to WEAR 
THEIR MASKS at Mass and to observe safety proto-
cols. Let’s keep everyone safe. Thank you!     
 
Every year the Diocese of Houma-Thibodaux awards the 
Diocesan Service Award to exemplary lay men and wom-
en in each of the church parishes of our diocese in appre-
ciation of their many contributions of time and talent to 
the life of their church parish. I am pleased to announce 
that this year’s recipients of the Diocesan Leadership 
Award from the Co-Cathedral Church Parish is            
Mr. Francis A., III and Mrs. Debra B. Waguespack. 
Francis and Debbie have been involved with Jacob Lad-
der’s (Church Cleaning and Decorating Crew) and our 
Annual Lenten Gumbo (and few others). They have been 
very active members of our church community and truly 
gifts to us in our ministry here. Just like many of our ded-
icated volunteers and friends of this Co-Cathedral 
Church, Francis and Debbie have been helping us keep 
this place spotlessly clean and maintained. In addition, 
every liturgical season, i.e. Advent and Christmas, Lent 
Easter, together with the Jacob’s Ladder Team Francis 
and Debbie have been painstakingly decorating and un-
decorating our beautiful church. If y’all appreciate the 
cleanliness of our church interior and enjoying the liturgi-
cal decorations, please thank the Jacob Ladder Team for 
all the hard-work they do all year round. If you would 
like to join Francis and Debbie and be a part of Jacob’s 
Ladder – we are waiting for you! 
 
This Sunday, August 21st, Francis and Debbie will join 
the other recipients of the Diocesan Service Award from 
all the churches in the diocese at St. Francis de Sales   
Cathedral as Bishop Shelton Fabre honors them with this 
award. I will officially present to Francis and Debbie 
their Diocesan Award during one of our weekend Masses 
later on. Please join me in congratulating and thanking 
them for the service they so generously give to our 
church community. CONGRATULATIONS Francis and 
Debbie! 
 
In the past decades, we have seen and heard many       
instances and stories about people leaving the Church and 
our church communities for particular reasons. Whatever 
their reasons were, the departure of our family members, 
friends, neighbors and former church members from our 
Church and community have affected us in more ways 
than one. They have their reasons for leaving.  
 
As a young priest, I was once confronted by someone 
who said that they were leaving our church because they 
feel that they are not “being fed” at our church. Not 
knowing what to say, I just wish them well and prayed 

that wherever they go, they will find a church that would 
feed them. This experience stayed with me ever since and 
continues to call me to daily reflection on why I stay in 
our Church.  
 
Joshua and his family (1st reading, Jos. 24:1-2a, 15-18b) 
had the same experience with some members his commu-
nity at Shechem. The Israelites had been through so many 
challenges during their exile from Egypt, and somehow 
they all withstood the challenges and remained in favor 
with God. However, some were not as faithful as God 
would have wanted them to be, including their own reli-
gious leaders. Many of them were disappointed that the 
“promised land” did not turn out to be a “land of honey 
and milk,” and that they are being “devoured in the new 
land by beasts and people from everywhere.” Many times 
the Israelites complained to their prophets that they are 
not “being fed” by their God. Out of their frustrations, 
some of these Israelites abandoned the God of Israel to 
return to their pagan worship and old ways. When con-
fronted by this reality, Joshua made this famous state-
ment: “As for me and my household, we will serve the 
Lord.”  Joshua knew well the God of Israel who provided 
well for him, his family and his people. Even before 
Psalm 23rd was written, he already declared that the 
“Lord is their Shepherd,” and would not want anything 
more and anyone else. For Joshua and his household – 
God is enough! In the words of St. Theresa of Avila, 
“solo Dios, basta!” 
 
The Jews during the time of Jesus was also not “being 
fed” at their temple and synagogues. They were simply 
being told by the Priests, Scribes and Pharisees what they 
need to know and do in order to fulfill their obligations 
towards God, the temple and the Romans. This is the rea-
son why they were shocked by the teachings of Jesus that 
was meant to feed both their bodies and souls! They were 
NOT r eady and do not want the kind of “food” that 
Jesus offers, and so “many returned to their former way 
of life and no longer accompanied Jesus.” For them, the 
Word of God, (and later on) the precious Body and 
Blood of Jesus was NOT enough!  
 
Your priests here are aware that sometimes our foreign 
accents get in the way of our preaching,” and we humbly 
admit that our homilies are not the best. We have been 
told that sometimes we, foreign priests, do and say things 
“differently, however, we sincerely try to bring the pres-
ence of God in your midst through our celebration of the 
sacraments and of our faith. We hope the presence of 
God in our midst “feeds you well enough.” We pray that 
the God each one of you encounter in the Breaking of the 
Bread is enough for you. We hope and pray.   
 



 

 

ROSARY 
Mondays & Thursdays    

9:30 AM  
in the Church. 

All are welcome. 

Please remember 
 

Martin “Marty” Edlefsen 
 

Who passed on into the Kingdom  of 
our  Father recently. Please pray also that his family  
may find comfort and  consolation through their faith. 

 
 
 
 
 

VISIT OUR WEBSITE www.stjoseph-cc.org 
and follow the steps.  Call the Life Center  

985-446-1387 with any questions.  

Our Sunday Bulletin is supported by the advertisers who are 
listed on our back page. What better way to say THANK YOU 
than to remember them the next time you go shopping. 

Thank you for your generosity !  

August 7th / 8th 2021 

 
 
 
 

Weekly Envelopes          $  10,668.00 
Weekly Loose        1,340.00 
Weekly ACH                 345.00 
                    $ 12,353.00 

 

Paul Fremin & Brittany St. Pierre (1) 

Prayer to St. Joseph during the  
YEAR OF ST. JOSEPH  

(08 December 2020-08 December 2021) 
 

Hail, Guardian of the Redeemer, Spouse of the 
Blessed Virgin Mary. To you God entrusted his only 
Son; in you Mary placed her trust; with you Christ 
became man. Blessed Joseph, to us too, show    
yourself a father and guide us in the path of life.  

 Obtain for us grace, mercy, and courage, and      
defend us from every evil. Amen 

Baptismal Seminar 
 

  Thursday, August 26 
      7:00 PM  -  Life Center 

 Parents and Godparents  
            are to attend. 

        Call the office to register.  

The School of Mary Presents 
 

A DIVINE WILL DAY OF  
INTRODUCTION and RECOLLECTION 

St. Genevieve Catholic Church Family Center 
Saturday, August 28th  

8:15 AM: Holy Rosary in Divine Will 
9AM –4PM with Holy Mass at 4PM 

 

Live via Live-Stream 
 

Event questions: Beth: 985-414-2374 
Sally: 985-387-3321 

PRAYER INTENTION BOOK 
  

We have a Petition Book for your 
prayers and intentions. 
 
The Petition Book can be found in 
the vestibule (front entrance) of the 
church and it will be offered during 
the celebration of Mass. In addition 
to being part of the Eucharistic Cele-
bration, some of our prayer warriors 
will be praying for all petitions and 
intentions written in our Petition 
Book. Let us continue to keep and 
lift up each other in prayer.  


